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Trial  qf  Mr.  Thomas  Walker  of  Manchester,  ' 
.  Merchant,  and  six  other  Persons,  indicted 
for  a  CoMpiracy  to  overthrow  the  Constitu^ 
tian  and  Government  of  this  Kingdom  ;  and 
to  aid   and  assist  the   French,   being   the 
Kings  Enemies,  in  case  they  should  invade 
this  Kir^dom.'^Tried  at  Lancaster  before 
Mr.  Justice  Heatph^  one  of  the  Judges  of 
the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  and  a  Special. 
^  Jury,  on  the  2^  of  April  1794. 
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SUBJECT,  &c. 

We  haDe  not  found  it  necessary  for  the  full  under  ^ 
starring  of  this  interesting  and  extraordinary  case; 
to  print  the  evidence  given  upon  the  trial ;  because ^  to 
the  honour  of  Lord  Ellenborough,  then  Mr.  Law, 
who  conducted  the  prosecution  for  the  Crown,*  after 
hearing  a  pqsitive  contradiction  of  the  only  witness  in 
support  of  it,  by  several  unexceptionable  persons,  he 
expressed  himself  as  follows  : 

I  know  the  characters  of  several  of  the  gentlemen 

who   have   been  examined,   particularly  of  Mr. 
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^^  Jones.    I  cannot  expect  one  witness  alone^  tmcon^ 
^^Jirmedy  to  stand  against  tJte  testimony  of  all  thes^ 
^^  witnesses ;    /  ought  not  to  desire  it.**     To  which 
just  declaration,  which  ended  the  trial,  Mr.  Justice^^ 
Heath  said, — "  Yhu  act  very  properly,  Mr.  Law.** 

The  Jury  found  Mr.  Walker  Not  Guilty  %  and  the 
witness  was  immediately  comtHttedi  indicted  for  pitr 
jury,  and  convicted  at  the  same  assizes^ 

fFe  havej)rinted  Mr.  Law*s^  able  and  manly  Speech 
to  the  Jury,  which  contains  the  whole  case,  afterwards 
proved  by  thit  witness  who  was  disbelieved.  T9ie  Speech 
of  Mr..  Erskine  in  answer'  tq  it  states  the  tidi^nce,  ef- 
terwards  given  to  contradict  it^  -    .  \ 

Mr.  fPatker  was  an  eminent  merchant  af  Afan- 
chester,^  and  a  truly  honest  and  respectable  man ; 
^nd  nothing  cam^  4hffW  ^ fever  (^  those  tUne^,,  more 
than  the  alarming  prosecution  of  such  a  person  upon 
such  evidence.  It  is  not  to  every  Attorney  General, 
that  such  a  case  could  have  been  safely  trusted.'^^The 
conduit  of  Mr.  Law  Ufa^  highly  to^  his  honour,  and  a 
prognostic  qf  his  future  character  as  a  Judige^   -       . 
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The  Indictment  having  been  opened  by  Mr.  James, 

*       • 

.   Mr.  Law  addressed  the  Jury  as  follows : 


OBNTLBKEN  OF   TH£  JUBY,    , 

.  The  Indictment  which  has  been  read 
to  yoa^  imputes  to  the  Defendants  a  species  of  trea- 
sonable misdemeanor,  second  only  in  degree,  and  in- 
ferior, .only  in  malignity,  to  the  crime  of  high  treasm 
itself.  It  imputes  tp  them  a  conspiracy  for  the  pur* 
pose  of  adhering  with  efiect  to  the  King's  enemies, 
in  casi^  the.caJamity  of  foreign  invasion  pr  of  internal 
and,dQiQe8tic  tumult  should  afford  them  the  desired 
^F9f tttqity.  of  so  doing— a  conspiracy  for  the  pur- 
pose pf  employing  against  our  country  those  arms 
w^i9h  dbpcdd  .be  devoted  to  its  defence ;  and  of  over- 
thf;owing  a  constitution,,  the  viQxk  pf  long-continued 
^ifUdoia'and  virtue  jiithe  ages  that  have  gone  before 
t^ij.j^n^.which^  l.^rus);^  the  sober-minded  virtue  and 
wia4pp  of  the  present  age  will  transmit  unimpaired 
tp  figes  tli^taiie  yetto  succ^d  us.  It  imputes  to  them 
a  ^pnspiqupy,^  not  indeed  levelled,  at  the  person  ancl 
life  of  Qur  {Sovereign,  but.  at  that  constitution  at  the 
head-^pj^  which  he  is  placed,  and  at  that  system  of 
faenefjcial  laws  which  it  is  his  pride  and  his  duty  to 
^iji^ip^ter ;— ^t  that  constitution  which  makes  ua 
wb^t^we  ai:e,  a  great,  free,  and,  I  trust,  with  a  few 
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exceptions  only,  a  happy  and  ueited  people.  Gentle- 
men, a  conspiracy  formed  for  these  purposes,  and 
to  be  effected  eventually  by  means  of  arma;— a  con-, 
j^iracy  which  had  either  for  its  immediate  aim  or 
provable  consequence,  the  introduction  into  this 
country,  upon  the  model  of  France,  of  all  the  mi- 
series that  disgrace  and  desolate  that  unhappy  land^ > 
is  the  crime  for  which  the  Defendants  stand  arraigned 
before  yon  this  day ;  and  it  is  for  you  to  say,  in  the 
first  instance,  and  for  my  Lord  hereafter,  what  shall 
be  the  result  and  eflect  in  respeet  to  persons,  against 
^om  a  conspiracy  of  such  enormous  magnitude  and 

,  ihischief  shall  be  substantiated  in  evidence. 
•  Gentlenren,  whatever  subjects  of  political  dff!er- 
ence  may  subsist  amongst  us,  I  trust  we  are  in  ge- 

*  nerat  agreed  in  venerating  the  great  prmctpfes  of  our 
constitution,  and  in  wishing  to  sustain*  and*  render 
them  permanent.  Whatever  toleration  and  indul- 
gence we  may  be  willing  to  allow  to*  differences  in 
riiatters  of  less  iinportance,  upon  some  subjects  we 
can  allow  none ; — to  the  friends  of  France,  Iei^;ued 
in  unity  of  council,  inclination,  and  interests  with 
France,  against  the  arms  and  interests  of  our  cbunfcry, 
however  tolerant  in  other  respects,  we  can  afford  nor 
grains  of  allowance,— no  sentiments  of  indulgence, 
or  toleration  whatsoever ;  to  da  so,  at  a  time  when 
those  arms  and  councils  are  directed  against  our  pa«» 
litical  and  civil',  against  not  our  nattomrl  only,  but 
natural  existence  (and  at  such  a  period  you-  wilt 
find  that  the  very  conspiracy  now  under  considera* 
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4ton  was  formed),  would  be  equally  inconsistent  with 
•every  rule  of  law  and'  every  principle  of  self-preser- 
vation :***It  would  be  at  onoe  to  authorize  every  de- 
scription of  mischievous  persons  to  carry  their  de- 
structive principles  into  immediate  and  fatal  effect ; 
in  other  words^  it  would  be  to  sign  the  doom  and 
downfall  of  that  constitution  which  protects  us  all. 

I  am  sure^  therefore^  that  for  the  crimey  such  as 
I  have  represented  it  to  be^  my  learned  friend  wiH 
not^  in  the  exercise  of  his  own  good  sense,  choose 
to  offer  any  defence  or  apology  $  butihe  will  endea- 
vour to  make  the  evidaioe  ]  shall  lay  before  you^ 
appear  in  another  point  of  view :— he  will  endeavour 
to  codeeal  and  soften  much  of  that  malignity  which 
I  impute^  and  I  think  justly,  to  the  intentions  and 
actings  of  these  Defendants. 

It  was  about  the  dose  of  the  year  1792,  that  the 
French  nation  thought  fit  to  hold  out  to  all  the  na- 
tions on  the  globe,  or  rather,  I  should  say,  to  the 
discontented  subjects  of  all  those  nations,  an  encou^ 
mgement  to  confederate  and  combine  together,  for 
the  purpose  of  subverting  all  regular  established  au- 
thority amongst  them,  by  a  decree  of  the  IQth  of 
November  1792,  which  I  consider  as  the  immediate 
source  and  origin  of  this  and  other  mischievous  so- 
cieties. That  nation,  in  convention,  pledged  to  the 
discontented  inhabitants  of  other  countries,  its  pro- 
tection and  assistance,  in  case  they  should  be  disposed 
to  innovate  and  change  the  form  of  government 
ilBlder  which  they  had  heretofore, lived.    Under  the 
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influence  of  this  fostering  encouragement^  and 
ingj  I  must  suppose^  to  avail  themselves  of  the  prow 
lection  and  assistance  thus  held  out  to  them,  this 
and  other  dangerous  societies  sprang  up  and  spread 
themselves  within  the  bosom  of  this  realm. 

Gentlemen^  it  was  about  the  period  I  mentioned, 
or. shortly  after,  I  mean  in  the  n)onth  of  D^cembet?, 
ivhich  followed  close  upqh  the  promulgation  of  this 
detestable  decree,  that  the  sodety  on  which  I  adi 
about  to  comtnent,  —  ten  <  members  of  which  are 
now  presented  in  trial  before  you,— was  formed  ^.^ 
,The  vigilance  of  those  to  whom  the  administntieyfi 
of  justice  and  the  immediate,  care  of  the  police  0f 
'  the  country  is  priinarily  intrusted,  had  already  pre- 
vented or  dispersed  every  numerous  assembly  of  pfeiU 
sons  which  resorted  to  public-houses  for  lu^  pi»^- 
pOses;  it  therefore  became  necessary  for  persons  thus 
disposed,  to  assemble  themselves,  if  at  ail^  within 
the  walls  of  some  private  mansion.    The  president 

and  head  of  this  society,    Mr.  Thomas  Walker, 

• 

raised  to  that  bad  eminence  by  a  speca^  of  inerit 
which  will  not  meet  with  much  favour  or  enco^rage- 
ment  here,  opened  his  doors  to  receive  a  society  of 
this  sort  at  Manchester,  tniscalled  the  Reformation 
Society :  the  name  may,  in  some  senses,  indeed  im- 
port and  be  understood  to  mean  a  society  formed  for 
the  purpose  of  beneficial  reforin ;  but  what  the  real 

*    *  Hie  Manchester  Constitutional  Society  wa^  instituted  &^   - 
October  1790^  the  Keformation  Societ^^  in  March  1792}  thei  ' 
Patriotic  Society,  in  April  1792.  •  V 
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pcrrposcs  of  this  society  ^ere,  you  will  presently  leani^ 
IVom  their  declared  sentiments  and  criminal  actings. 
He  opened  his  doors^  then,  to  receive  this  society  ; 
—they  assembled,  night  after  night,  in  numbers, 
to  an  amount  which  you  will  hear  from  the  witnesses: 
sometimes,  I  bdleve,  the  extended  number  of  such 
assemblies  amounting  to  more  than  a  hundred  per« 
sons.    There  were  three  considerable  rooms  allottecl 
'for  their  reception;    In  the  lower  part  of  the  hous^, 
tehere  they  -were  first  admitted,  they  sat  upon  busi- 
ness^ of  less  moment,  and  requiring  the  presence  of 
smaller  numbers ; — in  the  upper  part,  they  assembled 
in  greater  multitudes,  and  read,  as  in  a  school,  and 
as  it  were  to  fashion  and  perfect  thenwelves  in  every 
thing  th^t  is  seditious  and  misdiievous,  those  writ- 
ings which  have  been  already  reprobated  by  other 
Juries,  sitting  in  this  and  other  places,  by  the  Courts 
of  law,  and  in  effect,  by  the  united  voice  of  both 
'Houses  of  Parliament.     They  read,  amongst  other 
wofks,  particularly  the  works  of  an  author  whose 
name  is  in  the  mouth  of  every  body  in  this  country ; 
T  mean  the  works  of  Thomas  Paine ; — an  author^ 
who,  in  the  gloom  of  a  French  prison,  is  now  con- 
templating the  full  effects  and  experiencing  all  the 
'miseries  of  that  disorganizing  system  of  which  he  is, 
in  some*  respect,    the  parent — certainly,  the  great 
advocate  and  promoter. 

The  works  of  this  author,  and  many  other  works 
of  a  similar  tendency,  were  read  aloud  by  a  person 
of  the  name  of  Jackson,  who  exercised  upon  those 
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occasions  the  mischievous  fanctiQn  of  reader  to  this 
society.  Olhers  of  the  Defendants  had  difTerent 
functions  assigned  them  ;  some  were  busied  in  train* 
ing  them  to  the  use  of  arms^  for  the  purpose,  avow- 
edly, in  case  there  should  be  either  a  landing  of  the 
French,  with  whom  we  were  then,  I  think,  actually 
at  war  or  about  to  be  immediately  at  war;  or  in 
ca^e  there  should  take  place  a  revolt  in  the  kingdoms 
of  Ireland  or  Scotland,  to  minister  to  their  assistance, 
either  to  such  invasion  or  to  such  revolt.  That  they 
met  for  such  purposes  is  not  only  clear  from  the 
writings  that  were  read  aloud  to  them,  and  the  con- 
versations that  were  held,  but  by  the  purposes  which 
were  expressly  declared  and  avowed  by  those  who 
may  be  considered  as  the  mouth -pieces  and ,  organs 
of  the  society  upon  these  occasions. 

The  Jirst  time,  I  thinly,  that  the  witness  Dunn^ 
whom  I  shall  presently  produce  to  you,  saw  the  De- 
fendant ^r.  Walker,  D^r.  Walker  declared  to  him, 
^^  that  he  hoped  th^  should  soon  overthrow  ihe.am^ 
^^  stitutiony  The  witness  I  haye  alluded  to,  was 
introduced  to  the  society  by  two  persQns,  I  think  of 
the  names  of  M^Callum  ctnd  Smith,  and  who,  if  I 
am  not  misinformed,  heive  since  ts^ken  their  flight 
from  this  country  to  America.  The  first  night  he 
was  there,  he  did  not  see  thpir  president  Mr.  W^^ker, 
but  on  the  second  night  that  he  w^nt  tb^re,  Mr. 
Walker  met  hip  as  he.  entered  the  door,  and  ob- 
serving from  his  dial^qt,  that  he  was  a  native  of 
Ireland,  Mr.  Walker  inquired  of  him  how  the  vo- 
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^Ittnteers  went  on^  and  said^  with  a  smile  as  he  passed 
htm  in  his  way  up  stairs  to  the  rest  of  the  associated 
memhers,  ^^  ffe  shall  overthrow  the  constittuian  hg 
^^  and  by.]-  The  witness  was  then  ushered  into  this 
room,  where  he  saw  assembled  nearly,  to  the  number 
of  a  hundred  or  a  hundred  and  fifty  persons.  The 
room  was,  I  understand,  a  large  warehouse  at  the 
top  of  the  house ;  there  were  about  fourteen  or  fif-* 
teen  persons  then  actually  under  arms,  and  some  of 
those  whose  names  are  to  be  found  in  this  reoord 
were  employed  in  teaching  others  the  military  exer* 
cise.  It  would  be  endless,  as  well  as  useless,  to  ns 
late  to  you  the  whole  of  what  passed  at  these  several 
meetings. 

Upon  some  occasions,  Mr.  Walker  would  ^1;  in 
the  most  contumelious  and  abominable  lang^a;ge  of 
the  sacred  person  of  our  Sovereign.  In  one  instance^ 
when  talking  of  monarchy,  he  said,  '^  Damn  Kings! 
^^  what  have  we  to  do  with  them,  what  are  they  to 
*^  us  ?"  and,  to  show  the  contempt  In  which  he  held 
the  lives  of  all  kings,  and  particularly  that  of  our 
own  Sovereign,  taking  a  piece  of  paper  in  his  handle 
;ind  tearing  it,  he  *said,  ^'  If  I  bad  the  King  faere^ 
^'  I  would  cut  off  his  head^  as  readily  as  I  tear  this 
"  paper." 

'  Upon  other  occasions,  others  of  the  roemben^ 
and  4)articularly  a  person  of  the  name  of  Paul,  who 
I  believe  is  now  in  Court,  held  similar  lai^uage  ^-^ 
damning  the  King ; — reviling  and  defamin|^^bhn  19 
the  ex^ution  of  his  high  office  j-^^representing  thp 


<<»i($fe  %^s!6rii'of 'c^r  pubTK:  ^overmMiit- as  a-^ysti^ 
I<sr^lfef  ih(J  Vapabily  j-^eprc^HtWg,  'parti6liiaH3f, 
>|iicJ^S^1fttetrttk)tt  6f  a  neighbouring  khigiifom  trj'i 
^ifliUfeiiten^ant, '  as'a  scheme  and  device  mefeTy 
•fti^lfea'to^feotrupt- the  'peopte,  and  to  enrich' aritt 
^^granftfee  thie  individoal  to  whbse  fe^re  the  gbvteiW- 
l&iAi  ^  that  'Wngdom -is  more  imtbidiat^iy'dcfef- 
^tSd  Ji^h-^rt;  afraSg^inig  evtiry  part  of 'otrr*pi*fib 
'^ifcOfltfiiiy  *te  'iBrectly  productive  of  mi'sgovemi'nfertt 
l«ld'«pjjiffesfoiK  The  Khig  himself  ^ Was  sometimes 
-<ll«(^(jf«ftic6lar!y  pointed  at  by  Mr.  Walken  He 
-irtliftW 'ttf^  hrm  a  strange,  incredible,  and  foolish 
4ilble,'  which  T  never  heard  suggested  from  any  othet 
quarter ; — -"  That  His  Majesty  was  possessed  df 
^^  iii*tn^n''m3lions -of -money  in  some  bank  or 
"^^  «j|iBf,  at  ^Vienna,  which  he  kept  locked  tip  there, 
.^^felftS  ^W&tild  not  bestow  a  single  penny  of  ir  tb 
••*'lftiWfeVe  the  distresses  and  indigence  of  any  part  of 
^^  bIS'iWh  subjects."  Many  other  assertions  of  this 
"^bii  "WeH^  made,  and  conversations  of  a  similar  im- 
jKiift^licM, -between  Mr.  Walker  and  the'  persons 
4fbus  ^assembled. 

^'^  JVJ)But  three  months -after  the  formation,  as  far  ^S 
f  can  coHect  it,  of  this  society,  that  is,  about  the 
month  of  March  1793,  a  person  of  the  name  of 
tYoffte— TTorke  of  Derby,  I  think  he  is  called, — ar- 
*f vSd  k  Manchester,  with  all  the  iapparatus  of  a*kinH 
TJf'i^stdKc  mission,  addressed  to  the  various' assem- 
Wii?s  of-sedTtioos  persons  in  that  quarter  of  the  king- 
tIom"»    He  liarangned  them  upon  suqh  topics*as  weii 


west  likely  to  inti^st  and  ^inHatli^  'tteItt.^^h«  ti* 
^killed  to  thetn  the  object  0f  the  jdufin^  ht  Ms 
-Chen  mtd^tdg  through  thecouiftry;-^he,iMids''he  w^ 
oome  to  .visit' all  the  combing  soetetie^  in  •oir<l€r'lb 
learn  the  numbers  t'feiey  cotoM  respectively  ttitftttr,  fti 
cate  there  should  be  a*i  invasion  by  theFrehcH, 
which  wae  th^tt  ts^ed  of^  'ddd  is  yeft^  I  adi  a/ratd, 
ititjtked'^btot  U))Gfn  too  much  Youfidaltion  i-^^  know, 
-in  4ihbrt>  v^hkX  nuiribef  they  could  add  to  the  arais  df 
^mnCoy  in  case  these  arms  should  -be  hosftilely  di« 
rected  against  Great  Britain  itsetf ;— lie*  ^ted^tfaat 
^he  French  were  about  to  land  iii  this  country  to  the 
-titAnber  of  forty  or  fifty  thousand  men /and  tW  He 
was  Coltecting,  in  the  drffferent '  societies,  the  'namda 
•  of  such  persons  as  could  be  best  depended  upon ;  in 
order  to 'ascertain  what  number  in  the  whofe  couH 
actually  be  br6ught  into   the  field  upon  such  a% 
emergency;      '  '  '. 

When  this  person  was  present,   there  seems  to 
iiave  been  a  sort  of  holiday  and  festival  of  sedition^: 
*ea<di  member  strove  with  his  fellow  which  should  eaS- 
^ress  sentiments  the  most  injurious  and  hostile  to 
the  peace  and '  happiness  of  their  country,    Dunri, 
the  witness  I  have  already  alluded  to,  will  speak  to 
the  actual  communication  of  all  the  several  persons 
who  are  Defendants  upon  this  record  in  most  of  the 
Mischievous  councils  which  were  d^en  held,  and 
which  are  the  subject  of  this  prosecution.    They 
met  during  a  considerable  length  of  time  be  attended 
(mi  here  yof}  will  not  be  called  upon  to  give  credit 
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to  !^  Iqosn^  aod  G86d9l  recollection  of  ^  a  few  random 
ei|>ve4sioiia«  uttered  upon  one  or  ti^o  accidental  do* 
c^sions,  capable  of  an  innocent  or  doubtfol  construct 
Lkyi) ;  but  he  attended^  I  believe^  at  nearjy  forty  of 
these;  meetings  ;-^e  attended  them  from  about  tbip 
ini^iith  of  Decetinber  or  January,  down  to  the  month 
pf  Jijnej  when,  eii;hfr  through  compunction  ftnr  the. 
ri^kfehe  had  himself  borne  in  those  misehievoqs 
^^opaedirigs^  or  whatever  else  might  be  his  qiotive-r- 
I  trus|  it  was  an  honourable  dne,  and  that  it  will  ipr 
its  effects  prove  benefiqial  to  his  pountry, — ^he  camis 
torvMrd  and  detailed  this  business  to  the  magistratoa 
«|f  this  county.     It  became  them,  having  such  cir- 
eum^tances  related  to  them,  and  having  it  also  con^ 
finned  by  other  evidence,  that  there  were  numerous 
nightly  meetings  of  this  sort  held  at  stated  intervais 
ft  the  house  of  Mr.  Walker,  upon  having  the  oh* 
jects  of  these  meetings  detailed  and  verified  to  them 
>>--tt  became  them,  .1  say,  to  use  means  for  suppr^ing^ 
a  mischief  of  such  extent  and  magnitvidie.    ;Itwi|s 
accordingly  thought  proper  to  institute  this  pro* 
secutionfor  the  purpose  of  bringing  these  enormous 
prpceedings  into  public  discussion  and  inquiry,  bch 
fore  a  Jury  of  the  country,  and  for  the  purpose  of 
eventually  bringing  to  condign  punishment  the  per* 
sons  iaimediately  concer^ied  in  them. 

Gentlemen^  the  evidence  of  this  person,  the  wiU 
ness^  I  have  mentioned,  will  unquestionably  be  as- 
sailed and  attacked  by  a  great  deal  of  attempted  con- 
tradiction ;r^hx$  character  will^ .  I  hs^ve  no  doqbt^  l^ 


sKitaigtied  and  drawn  in  question  '  from  the  earlie^f  ^ 
peffiod  to  which  the  Drf<^ndant6  cafi  hate  any  o^por-! 
tunities  of  access^  for  materials  i^pecfinjg;  It;  "  tJ|)6h  • 
nothing  but  updn  the  effectual  irtpeachmehtdf ''tRe- 
character  of  this  witness^  c^n  they  bottom  tay  pro- 
bable expectations  of  iacqulttal ;  —  to  that  poittt, 
therefore,  their  efforts  will  be  mainly' directed.'    I' 
wish  their  efforts  had  been  hitherto  directed  inno-  • 
cJbn^tly  towards  the  attainment  of  this  object,  iitid ' 
that  t\6  opportunities    had    been    recently  taken, 
in  bccasioiMfl  meetings  and  convertotions,    to  at- 
tempt to  tamper  with  the  testimony  of  this  witness. 
There  dre  other  practices,  which,  next  to  an  actual 
tampering  with  the  testimony  of  a  witness,  are  ex- 
tf'emely  mischievous  to  t.ie  regular  course  and  ad-' 
ministration  of  justice — I  mean  attempts  to  lure  a 
witness  into  C0nTersation$  respecting  the  subject  of^ 
his  testimony ;    of  this  we  have  seen  many  very 
Uaimeable  instances  in  the  course  of  the  present  cir-' 
cuit,   where  conversations  have  been   set  on  fodt 
for  the  purpose  of  catching  at  some  particular  express 
sions^  inadvertently  dropt  by  a  witness,  and  of  af^ 
ter wards  bringing  them  forward,  separately  imd  de- 
tlR^hed  from  the  rest  of  the  conversation,  in  oi'der 
t6  give  a  dfffbrent  colour  and  complexion  to  the 

substance  of  his  evidmce,  and  to  weaken  the  eiffbct  ^ 

.    * 

and  credit  of  the  whole* 

Gentlemen,  these  attempts  are  too  commonly 
made;-— happily,  hdwever,  for  public  justice,  they 
aM  commonly  unsuooessful ;  because  they  dp  and 
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iiittst^  wU|i  every  hgnoarahle  mind,  tecHMl  t^n  the. 
party  leaking  thorn.    Private  applaG*jti0Q&  to  a  pleiwa . 
not  oifly  known  to  be  an  adverse  i^itn^ss^  |>at  Co  b^. 
the  vfry  witness  ufion  'whose  credit  th«  protecnUofir 
QKWt  materially  depends ;  private  oonv^rs^ems  wdk 
such  a  wf tnesS)  tar  t\i^  purpose  of  gelftii^  from 
dpclatatiooa  which  may  be-  afterwards  opposed 
aeemiiig  contradiction  to  his  solemn  testimQitiy  upon, 
cpitl^  are  of  thef^s^lvea  so  dishonocuiBUe,  that,  with 
every  we1I-df spoked  and  well-judging  mind^  they  wiH. 
IUMt^raUy  produce  m  ef&ct  directly  contrary  to  the  * 
e^ipect^tions  of  the  per$pn8  who  make  them. 
,  I  kpow^  Gentlfeipen,  what  I  have  most  to  fear 
i2pop  tl^is  occa$ioi| ; .  I  know  the  vigour  and  energy 
of  the.  Qiiod  of.  my!  learned  friend.-^!  have  long  felt  i 
a^d  adp^iired  the  powerful  ef&ct  of  his  various  taknts  i  * 
-~I  know  the  ing^ious  sophistry  by  wbidi  he  cati/ 
n^isleady  and.  the  &scitiation  of  that  eloquence  by 
wbi^h  he  can  subdue  the  minds  of  those  to  whom  he.* 
a^ripsff^  himseif.-r-I  know  what,  he  can  do  to-day^ 
hy^^ng  what  he  h^  done  upon  numy  oilier  oo»*; 
siDi^s  he^rq.    But,  at  the  same  timci  Gentlemen* 
kiiowing  what  Ae  is,  I  am  somewhat .  consotod  ia. 
k^wingyot^    I  have  practbed  £Dr  several  years  in; 
this  place ;  I  know  the  sound  discretion  and  )udgmisnt 
by  which  your  verdicts  al^e  generally  gdvemed;  and: 
upon  the  credit  of  that  experience,  I  trust  that  it  ^iU 
noft  be  in  the  power  of*  my  frieodi  by  any  art&beia 
nble  to  employ,  to  seduce  you  a  single  step  from  the* 
sQbes'  paths  of  truth  and  justice.    You  wUl  hear  tbe 
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are.  iJepi^i^g^QD ,%,  fat^^^c^b^      Kirt^Hbil^n 

innocence  cannot  ^  ^^W^S/^jljRt^fe^^JJtMyl^W^ 
blished^  I  stand  here  interested  as  I  am  in  commoa 
with  him  in  the  acquittal  of  innocence^  at  the  same 
time  however  demanding  the  rights  of  public  justice 
against  the  guilty.  It  imports  the  safety  of  your* 
selves, — it  imports  the  safety  of  our  country, — it 
imports  the  existence  and  security  of  every  thing  that 
I  is  dear  to  us,  if  these  men  be  not  innocent,  that  no 
considerations  of  tenderness  and  humanity, — ^no  con* 
^iderations  of  any  sort  short  of  what  the  actual  ab- 
stract justice  of  the  case  may  require,  should  prevent 
the' hand  of  punishment  from  falling  heavy  on  them. 
Having,  therefore.  Gentlemen,  given  you  this 
short  detail  and  explanation  of  the  principal  facts 
which  are  about  to  be  laid  before  you  in  evidence^ 
I  will  now  close  the  first  part  of  the  trouble  I  ndiust 
give  you.  I  shall  by  and  by,  when  my  learned  friend 
has  adduced  that  evidence  by  which  he  will  attempt 
to  assail  the  character  and  credit  of  the  principal 
witness  for  the  prosecution,  have  an  opportunity  of 
addressing  you  again ;  and,  I  trust,  in  the  mean 
time,  whatever  attention  you  may  be  disposed  to 
pay  to  the  exertions  of  those  who  will  labour  to 
establish  the  innocence  of  the  persons  now  arraigned 
before  you^  that  you  will^  at  the  same  time^  steadily 
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bear  m  mind  the  duties  which  you  owe  to  yourselves 
and  to  your  country  ;-^reco11ecting,  as  I  am  sure  ' 
you  wiH^  that  we  all  look  tip  to  your  firmness  and 
integrity  at  this  moment^  for  the  protection  of  that ' 
constitution  from  which  we  derive  every  blessing  we 
individually  or  collectively  enjoy. 


. «» 
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I  {4l7iff«P  with  the  gre^t^Bt  attention 
(«»d  isQ  honOiir  of  nXy  learned  friend  J  miM  say 
with  th^  £n^Ma$t  appffobatioii}  to  rnuoh  Qf  hi$  address 
ti>  you  in  the  op^oing  of  this  cau$^  ;«^H  waa  candid 
«nd  manly,  and  contained  ffiaffy  truth^^  which  I  havf 
no  ititereat  to  deny ;  on^  in  partioular  which  involvjep 
in  it  indbed  the  very  principle  of  the  defence/~tbt 
rahi^  ^  thet  hftppy  ^nitUntion  of  government 
w^iiph'hM  ISO  long,  existed  inthi^  ialamd^  I  hope  tb4 
none  4)C  M9  vriU  ever  forget  tba  gratitude  which  wf 
Q9fe  to  the  Div^ine  Providenaer  ^<iy  nnder  its  blesav 
ing9 '  X9^.  the  wisdooi  of  o|ir  •  foref^thi^rs,  for  th^ 
bappjf ,  f  sta](>lishment  of  law  and  justice  under  which 
we  liv^;  !ai)d  lender  which,  thank.  God^  my  Qientf} 
Me  M)i9  i}$y  tP  be  judged:  grea^t  indeed  will  be  th^ 
toodoeftB^tipn  of  nvff  'mm  who  does  not  feel  an4 
'aeta^.hejQMght  to  do  upoii  this  subject;  for  surely 
if  there  be  one  privilege  greater  th^  another  whici) 
th^  benevoleot  AiAthor  o(  oar  being  has  been  pleased 
4o  dispense  to  his  creatures  since  the  esustence  of 
the  earth  which  wie  inhabit,,  it  is  to.  have  oast  ouf 
Ipb^  in  this  age  a*id  co^intry : — for  myself,  I  would 
m  spirit  prostrate  myaelf*  daily  aud  hourly  be^ri( 
VOL,  nu  c 
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Heaven  to  acknowledge  it,  and  instead  of  coming 
from  the  house  of  Mi^«  Walker,  and  accompanying 
him  at  Preston  (the  only  truths  which  the  witness 
has  uttered  since  he  came  into  Court),  if  I  believed 
him  capable  of  committing  the  crimes  he  is  diahged 
with,  I  would  rather  have  gone  into  my  grave^ah 
have  been  found  as  a  friend  under  his  roof. 

Gentlemen,  the  crime  imputed  to  the  Defendant 
Is  t,  serious  one  indeed  :-^Mr.  Law  has  told  you, 
and  told  you  truly,  that  this  Indictment  has  not  at 
all  for  its  object  to  condemn  or  to  question  the  par^i- 
.  ttcular  opinions  which  Mr.  Walker  and  the  other 
Defendants  may  entertain  concerning  the  principles 
of  this  government,  or  the  reforms  which  the  wisest 
governments  may  from  time  to  time  require :  he  is 
ih(]leed  a  man  of  too  enlarged  a  mind  to  think  for  t 
tooment  that  his  country  can  be  served  by  interrupt-^ 
ing  the  current  of  liberal  opinion,  or  overawing  the 
legal  freedom  of  English  sentiment  by  the  terrors  of 
Criminal  prosecution:  he  openly  disavows  siich  li 
system,  and  has,  I  think,  even  more  than  hinted  td* 
tas  that  there  may  be  seasons  when  ah  lattentton  to 
t'eform  may  be  salutary,  and  that  ev^ry  individual 
under  our  happy  establishment  has  a  right  Upon  thi^ 
important  subject  to  think  for  himself. 

The  Defendants  therefore  are  not  arraigned  before 

you,  nor  even  censured  in  observation,  for  having 

issociated  at  Manchester  to  promote  what  they  felt 

to  be  the  cause  of  religious  and  civil  liberty ; — nor 

ire. tbey. arraigned  or  censured  for  seeking  to  CoHeel^ 
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the  sentiments  of  their  neighbours  and  the  publiq 
concerning  the  iiecessity  of  a  reform  in  the  consti* 
tulioQ  of  I^rliament;  these  sentimaits  and  objects 
are^whoUy  oat  of  the  question:  but  they  are  charged 
with  having  unlawfully  confederated  and  conspired 
to  destroy  and  overthrow  the  government  of  the 
kingdom  by  open  fobce  akd  bbbeluon^  and  that 
lo  efiect  this  widced  purpose  they  exercised  tha 
King's  subjects  with  arms,  perverting  that  which  is 
our  birthright,  for  the  protection  of  our  lives  ^d 
property,  to  the  malignant  purpose  of  supporting  tira 
enemies  of  this  kingdom  in  case  of  an  invaisioti :  ia 
order^ :  as  Tfiy  friend  has  truly  sai<l  (for  I  admit  the 
consequence  if  the  fact  be  established),  in  order  to 
nsakc!  our  country  that  scene  of  confusion  and  deao^ 
lation  which  fills  every  man's  heart  with  dismay  and 
horror,  when  he  only  reads  or  thinks  of  what  is  tr^insi- 
actixig  at  a  distance  upon  the  bloody  theatre  of  the 
war  that  is  now  desolating  the  world.-^This,  and 
DOtbing"  different  or  lets  than  this,  is  the  qhai^ 
whieh  is  made  upon  the  PefendantSi  at  the  head  of 
whom  stands  bdbre  you  a  merchant  c^  honour,  pro* 
perty,>  character*  and  respect ;— who  has  tong  en* 
joyed  the .  oottHtenance  and  friendship  of  many  of 
the  worthiest  and  most  illustrious  persons  in  tb« 
kingdom »  and  wbose  principles  and  conduct'  have 
raori  than  oncb  been  pilbltdy  and  gratefully  ac* 
kilowledgjsd  by  the  community  of  which  he  is  a 
member,  as  the  friend  of  tbeir  commerce  and  li* 
))erUes^   and ,  the  protector  of  (he  mo^  essenttai 

c  2 
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{imiipgQS  vnhich  £nglishineh  can  enjoy  utider  tbt 

i^Kfinttemea^.  fiuoh  a  proseoution  again Bt  sudiapon- 
60D:ougbt  to  iotive  had  a  strong  foundMion : '  patting 
^v>^e  ju9tioeafid  all  respect  of  persons  wholly  out 
cf  the  question,  it  should  not,  but  upon  the  most 
Idear  'ConvietiM  and  the  tsiost  urgent  neoessity)  ftAvk 
hitn  instituced  ^t  all.-**>We  pre  at  this  moitiehtin  i 
<th<DSt  awful  and '  leariul  crisis  of  afiaiirs  ;«-"\i(iie  areteld 
huthenticadly  by  the  Soverepgvi  from  the  thrbiKe,  tlHEt 
tcmr  jen^RV^  in  France  ^t^  in^dilniting  aa  kinnfo^^ 
4Mid  the  J&ingdom  from  one  end  to  another  is  in  motion 
t6'  repel  it — In  snch  a  state  of  things,  and  when 
4he  puMic  transaotions  of  govemmiant  and  ju^oe  in 
4iie  two  oocmtries  pass  and  repato  -frqin  one  annther  mb 
If  upon  the  iwings  of  the  wind^  ^it  polite  to  prepart 
this  Mletnm^  array  oif  jttatice  4ipon  sneh  a  ^iaogerons 
sdbjtety  withbQt  a  vrea8ancibl0'foUMbtion, -or  ^h«r 
ixTfthoat  an  iirgi^tit  ^csAl  ^  j|  t  a  timanvheii  it  is  iMir^com^ 
m^fim  iinterest^hat  iVanoe  ehould'belifeveMto  bp^^wliat 
w&  tivefMA  d^er  ^bave  i>eyi;  one  (i^apff  andisbnlite 
pro|e^  our  CMdtry  and  our  od^nstttMiotM^is  iliWiM 
orjpnp^t,  {iui<lihg^iVal^  jusiios^  whdUy  ojit  of/thi^ 
t^e^ti,  'that' :  tt'llhoiild : appear  to'  the  oouhottsvoC 
Si-^nde  <apt  eiiodgh to  eifa^gei^te  ndv^knlis^)/  that 
the ' Jlidge  r^pi^^ienting ^^thc;  Odorernnient ^ in>  :tih^ 
fUH-ttiem  jtiitfic&^iof  ibi^  'kJpgdoRh  dwdd^he'  sittfattn 
heise  kt  ju^gmeAft  i'O'the'pres^nce'of  all  tb^gentlef 
men  whose  property  Iks  in  tbis^  gveat-  cQQ»Jy/>tn 
JbnaiM  and  tfco  punMh  the  eaisMnof  of  n  rebeilio^sidonL 
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sjpitfeicyi  Uf  9i!ipport  an  invasion  from  Fr£fncei--ra/  eoo^ 
sptracj  not  existing  in  a  single  distfiet  dboe^  b^t; 
matntatning  itsdf  by  crsmioal  concert  aqd  oorr&r 
s^ndeflce  in  tvery  district,  lown^.  and  city  m  the 
kingdom  ;^-^roje€tingr  nothing^  less'  than  the  utter 
destruction  aivd  sttbvetfston  of  the  GoverkimeAt.-^ 
6obd  Godfldsiti  i^  be  for  the  interest  of  Government* 
that  such  an  aceount^of  the  state  of  thia  eonntrjr: 
should  go  forth?  UnfortonaSely,  the  rnmOur  and  ef*- 
feet  of  tbis^dbyV  business^  wiU  apread  where  the  evt> 
dence  may^  rvcHi  travel  with  it,  to^  serve  as- an  antidelie 
to  the  tti«cbief ;  for  certainly  the  scene  wiiidt  wef 
hst¥e  this-  day  witnessed'  can  never  be  imagined' i» 
l^ranoe  or  in  EtAfope^  where  the  spirit  of  our  law  vi 
kMwn  and  understood  ;«^it  never  will  be  credited 

<  ^  ' 

(hat  an  ihw  serious  process  has  no  foundation  eithed^ 
in  feet'  or  probability,  and  that  it  stands  upon  tho 
i\ng\^  evidence  of  a  common  soldier,  or  rather  a 

dMHnon  vagabond^  discharged  as  unfit  to  be  a  soU 

* 

diei^^-^of  a  wvcfteh,  lost  to  all  reverence  for  God'  and 
nk)igt6if]|,  who^  avows,  that  he  has  none  for  either^ 
and  who  is  incapable  of  observing  even  common  de^ 
cbficy  as  a  witnesis  in  the  Court :— this  will  never  bei 
bdteved ;  and  the  country,  whose  best  strength  at 
home  and  abroad  is  the  soundness  of  all  its  mem* 
bers,  wilF  suffer  from  the  vtty  credit  which  Govern* 
metit  wilf  receive'  for  the  justiee  of  this  proceeding. 

Whsit  then  c^n  bef  ikiom  beneficial  than  that  you 
shOnkf  make  hfiste,  as  public  and  pi-irate  men,  to  mt* 
deceive  the  world,  to  do  justice  to  your  fellow- aub)»> 
jedSj  ^irtdr  ta  yindteate- your  conn  try  ?i^vrtiat  cate  be 

c  3 
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more  beii«^ial|  than  that  you^  ait  homat  nen^  abotrid 
upon  your  oatha  pronounce  and  record  by  your  ver« 
dict^  thai,  however  Englishmen  may  difter  in  Reli- 
gious opinious^  whidi  in  such  a  land  of  thinking  ever 
must  be  the  case; — that  however  they  may  separate 
in  political  speculations  as  to  the  wisest  and  best  for- 
mation of  a  House  of  Commons; — that  though  some 
may  think  highly  of  the  chqit^h  and  its  establish* 
ment>  whilst  others,  but  with  equal  sincerity ^  prefer 
the  worship  of  God  with  Other  ceremonies,  or  with* 
out  any  ceremonies ; — that  though  some  may  think 
it  unsafe  to  touch  the  constitution  at  this  particular 
moment^  and  some,  that  at  no  time  it  is  safe  to  touch 
it,  while  others  think  that  its  very  existence  depends 
upon  immediate  reformation :— icfAat,  I  repeat,  cao 
be  more  beneficial,  than  that  your  verdict  should 
establish^  that  though  the  -country  is  thus  divided 
upon  the^e  political  subjects,  as  it  ever  has. been  in 
every  age  and  period  of  our  history,  yet  that  we  all 
recollect  our  duty  to  the  land  which  our  fathers  have 
left  us  as  an  inheritance;-* that  we  all  know  and  feel 
we  hav$  one  common  duty  and  one  common  intei^t  ? 
This  will  be  the  language  of  your  verdict,  whatever 
you  yourselves  may  think  upon  these  topics  con* 
nected  with,  but  still  collateral  to  the  eause.^^Wbe- 
ther  you  shall  approve  or  disapprove  of  the  opinions 
or  objects  of  the  Defendants,  I  know  that  you  will 
still  with  one  mind  revolt  with  indignation  at  the 
evidence  you  have  heard,  when  you  shall  have  heard 
also  the  observations  /  have  to  make  upon  it ^  and ^ 
what  is  far  more  importakit^  the^ac^^  I  shall  briog 
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Ibrwaf d  to  eocounter  it.  To  these  last  words  I  beg 
your  particular  attention: — I  say,  when  you  shall 
hear  the  fads  with  which  1  mean  to  encounter  the 
evidence.  My  learned  friend  has  supposed  that  I 
bad  nothing  wherewith  to  support  the  cause,  but* 
by  railing  as  his  witness,  and  endeavouring  to  tra« 
duce  his  character  by  calling  others  to  reproach  it  r 
he  has  told  you,  that  I  could  encounter  his  testimony 
by  no  one  fact,  but  that  he  had  only  to  apprehend 
the  influence  which  my  address  might  have  upon 
you ; — as  if  I,  an  utter  stranger  here,  could  have  any 
possible  weight  or  influence,  to  oppose  to  Aim,  who 
has  been  so  long  known  and  honoured  in  this  place* 
'  But  althojugh  my  learned  friend  seems  to  have  ex^ 
pected  no  adverse  evidence,  he  appears  to  have  been 
apprehensive  for  the  credit  and  consistency  of  bis 
own ;  since  he  has  told  you  that  we  have  drawn  this 
man  in^o  a  lure  not  uncommon  for  the  puipose  of 
entrapping  witnesses  into  a  contradiction  of  testi- 
mony ; — that  we  have  ensnared  him  into  the  com^ 
pany  of  persons  who  have  drawn  him  in  by  inisidious 
questions,  and  written  down  what  he  has  been  made 
tp  declare  to  them  ^n  destruction  of  his  original  evi« 
dence,  for  the  wicked  purpose  of  attacking  the  sworn 
testimony  of  truth,  and  cutting  down  the  oonse^ 
quences  which  would  have  followed  from  it  tp  the 
Defendants*'— -If  such  a  scene  of  wickedness  had 
b^en  practised,  it  must  have  been  known  to  the  wit* 
ness  himself;  yet  my  learned  friend  will  recollect,  that 
though  he  made  this  charge  in  his  hearing  before 

Q  4 


Hii  eiiafiMildVi(ln»  he  po$mve1y>  ctMii«()  the  whdie  o# 
)t|.^I  put  iff  io  him  pdint  by  pomt,  pursumg  tha 
dp«iiing  ad  my  gui(ie,-^anrf  he  dertied  that  he  IrtKj- 
bee»  drawn  iuto  at^y  l»fe;-*-h6  denied  that  any  trap^ 
had  been  h\A  for  hfcnt^^he  deified  that  he  had  been 
asked  ^ny  queelions  by  any  body.^^^If  1  am  mistak^n^ 
I  desire  to  be  eiM^cted,  and  partkHitarly  so  by  my 
learned  friend,  becav^se  I  wi&h  (a  vtate  the  evidence 
as  it  was  given.— He  hiis  then  denied  all  these  things; 
he  has  fiirlher  swern  Iha4  he  ne\^r  acknowledged  to 
Mr.  Walker  that  he  had  wronged  or  injured  him,  or 
that  the  evidence  he  had  given  against  him  was  false; 
«^that  he  never  had  go^  down  upei^  his  knees  m 
his  presence^  t^  |mplor#  hie  fergtveness;*— thai  he 
never  heid  his  htnd^  be^re  bia  fece^  to  hide  the  ttan 
thit  were  flowing  dowr^  hie  cheeks  in  the  moment  of 
eontrition,  6r  df  terror  M  tile  conieqoence  of  his 
erimesi  all   thi^  he  ha&  positively  and  repeatedly 
sworn  in  answer  to  <][aestion^  defibefatety  put  tt&hkn; 
and  instead  oi  answering  with  doubt^  or  as  trying  to 
recollect  whether  any  thing  approaching  stoch  a  re-» 
presentation  had  happened,  he  put  his  handa  to  hia 
aides^  and  laughed,  as  yon  saw,  at  me  who  put  the 
questions^  with  that  sneer  of  oontempt  and- insolence 
which  accompanied  the  whole  of  his  evidence^  on 
my  part  at  least  of  his  eiiamination.— If  nothing 
therefore  was  at  stake  but   the  destruction  of  thiiB 
man*s  evidence,  and  with  it  the  prosecution  which 
rests  for  its  whole  existence  upon  it^  I  should  pro-^ 
eeed  at  onoe  to  confonqd  biai  with  testimony,  the 


I    -J 
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tftith  df  whkh  by  Icartwd  fpi^d  himself  will,  I  aw 
surc,  net  bf  fr>g  mto  qt!re&tton ;  bi>t  as  I  wi*h  the  wliokl 
ccHictadt  of  my  Ctiefrts  to  stand  fairly  before  you,  and 
not  to  reat  merrfy  upon  positive  swearing  destructive 
of  opposite  testimony }  and  as  I  wish  the  evidence  i 
mean  to  bring  \i(t{ot^  you,  and  the  falsehood  of  that 
which  if  opposes,  to  be  clearly  i!ii>derstood ;  I  will  stat^ 
to  you  how  it  has  happened  that  this  strange  prose- 
cution has  tome  before  you* 

The  town  of  Manches^r  has  been  long  extremely 
llivided  in  religioiis  and  ctvi)  opinions;  and  while  I 
t^ish  to  vindieate  those  whom  I  represent  in  this  place^ 
1  desire  not  to  inflame  differejiees  which  I  hope  in  a 
short  season  will  be  forgotten ;  I  am  desirous,  on  the 
eontrai»y,  that  every  thing  which  proceeds  from  me 
may  be  the  mean^  of  concilialing  rather  than  exas* 
peratihg  dissensions  which  have  already  produced 
mt'ich  mischief,  and  which  perhaps,  but  {or  the  kssoti 
of  to-day^,  might  have  prcxluced  much  more. 

Gentlemen,  you  all  know  that  there  hdv«  Wn 
for  oentufics  past  iw  this  country  varioits  sect*'  of 
Christians  worshipping  Grod:  in  different  forms^  and 
holding  a  diversity  of  religious  opinions ;  and  that 
the  law  has  for.  a  Ibng  season  deprived  nuanerous 
classes,  even  of  His  Majesty's  Protestant  subjects*, 
of  privileges  which  it  confers'  upon  the  rest  of  the 
public,  setting  as  it  were  a  mark  upon  them,  and 
keeping  them  below  the  Itevcl  of  the  commmiity,  by 
shutting  them  out  from  offices*  of  trust  and  confix 
dence  in  the  cotmtry.— Whether  these  laws  be  wise 
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er  unwise, — whether  they  ought  to  be  cooftinued  or 
abolished,  are  questions  for  the  Legislature,  and  not 
for  us;  but  thus  much  I  am  warranted  in  saying, 
that  it  is  the  undoubted  privilege  of  every  man  or 
dass  of  men  in  England,  to  petition  Parliament  for 
the  removal  of  any  system  or  law,  which  either  ac« 
tually  does  aggrieve,  or  which  is  thought  to  be  a 
grievance. — Impressed  with  the  sense  of  this  inherent 
privilege,  this  very  Constitutional  Society,  which 
ict  supposed  by  my  learned  friend  the  Attorney  Ge^ 
peral  to  have  started  up  on  the  breaking  out  of  the^ 
war  with  France,  for  the  purpose  of  destroying  the 
constitution — this  very  society  owed  its  birth  to  the 
assertion  of  this  indisputable  birthright  of  English- 
men, which  the  authors  of  this  prosecution  most 
rashly  thought  proper  to  stigmatize  and  resist.  It  is 
well  known  that  in  1790  the  Dissenters  in  the  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  kingdom  were  solicitous  to  bring 
before  Parliament  their  application  to  put  an  end  for 
ever  to.  all  divisions  upon  religious  subjects^  and  to 
make  us  all,  what  I  look  forward  yet  to  see,,  one 
harmonious  body,  living  like  one  family  together. 
It  is  also  well  remembered  with  what  zeal  and  elo- 
quence that  great  question  was  managed  in  the  House 
of  p>mmons  by  Mr.  Fox,  and*  the  large  majority 
with  which  the  repeal  of  the  Test  Acts  was  rejected; 
it  seems  therefore  strange  that  the  period  of  this  re- 
jection should  be  considered  as  an  aara^ither  of  danger 
to  the  church  or  of  religious  triumph  to  Christians ; 
fP^vertheless^  a  large  body  of  gentlemen  and  others 
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at  Mmchester,  whose  motives  I  am  far  from  wishing 
to  scrutinize  or  condemn,  considered  this  veiy  wish 
of  the  Dissenters  as  injurious  to  their  rights,  and  at 
dangerous  to  the  church  and  states — they  published 
advertisements  expressive  of  these  sentimentSf  and 
the  n^ection  of  the  bill  in  the  Commons  produced  a 
society  styled  the  Church  and  King  Cbib,  which  mdt 
for  the  first  time  to  celebrate  what  they  called  the 
glorious  decision  of  the  House  of  Commdos  in  re* 
jecting  the  prayer  of  their  dissenting  brethren. 

Gentlemen,  it  is  not  for  me  to  say,  that  it  was 
unjust  or  impolitic  in  Parliament  to  reject  the  appli- 
cation ;  but^urely  I  may  without  offence  suggest, 
that  it  was  hardly  a  fit  subject  of  triumph,  that  m 
gre^t  number  of  fellow-subjects,  amounting,  I  be* 
lieve,  to  more  than  a  million  in  this  country,  had 
miscarried  in  an  object  which  they  thought  behefida!^ 
and  which  they  had  a  most  unquestionable  right  to 
submit  to  the  government  under  which  they  lived ; 
yet  for  this  cause  alone  (France  and  every  other 
topic  of  controversy  being  yet  unborn)  the  ChuitA 
and  King  were  held  forth  to  be  in  danger ;  a  so- 
ciety was  instituted  for  their  protection,  and  an  uni- 
form appointed  with  the  church  of  Manchester  upoa 
the  button. 

Gentlemen,  without  calling  for  any  censure  upon 
this  proceeding,  but  leaving  it  to  every  man^s  own 
reflection,  is  it  to  be  wondered  at  or  pondemned, 
that  those  who  thought  more  largely  and  liberally  on 
fubjects  of  freedon),  both  civil  and  religious,  but  who 
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fbaiid  tbemieltres  pc*rsecufed  for  sentftnenfa  and  con- 
decC  th^  most  avowedly  kgdl  and  constttcrtfon^ly 
should  assoeiafte  for  the  support  of  tfieir  rights  and 
prWilegfeS  as  Englfsbnlferf,  and  assemble  to  consfrfct 
hot*^  tl*^  itttght  best  bbfeirr  a  more  adeqtiate  repre^ 
senftrtioB  of  the  people  df  Great  Britain  in  ParHtt- 

GetTtlemert,  thts  society  contitmerf  with  these  db- 
jpetsp  iFt'vTew  trtitit  the  issuing  of  the  prcik^fatnatioh 
againsi*  Repttbficans  and  Leveflerjf,  caffing  t^pon  th6 
in^iutrates"  to  ejCert  themselves  throoghout  the  king-: 
dom  to  a^rert  sotne  danger  with  which,  it  seemrs,  our 
fttFers  thought  thfs  kingdom  wa^  Kkeiy  to  be  viisitetf. 
©f  thfs  dM'^,  or  the  probabilhyof  it,  es\Xkr  generallif 
or  at  IManchester  m  petrticular,  my  learnecf  friend 
fcrsgiwn  no.  evidence  from  any  quarter* birtr  that  <tf 
Mr.  Dimn ;— he  has  rtot  proved  that  there  has  beeft 
ftl  any  one  part  06  the  kingdom-  any  thlrrg  tvhith 
cbold  lead  Grovemment  to^apprehettJ  that  meetittgs 
etistfed'  for  the  purposes  pointed  at ; — but  fhdt  h  out 

•  •  • 

W the  question ; — Govtrmnent  had  a  right  tb  think 
for  itself,  and  to  issue  the  proclamation. — ^The'ptrblfe- 
xans  however  (as  it  appears  upon  the  cross-exaiftina'- 
tioii  of  the  witness),  probably  dinected  by  the' m^- 
gistrales,  thought  fit  to  shut  up  their  houses  opened 
byimniemorial  Inw  to  gH  the  King's  subjects,  and  to 
refuse  admission  to  ail  the  gent?feme»  and  tracfesmeh 
•fsf  the  town  who  (ttd  not  associate'  under  the  bfnner^ 
of  thi^  Church  and  King* club.— This  ilfega!  proceed- 
mg  was  accom-panied  with  an  advertisement  contain^ 


log  k  yehfemenit  libd  0gamst#  thpse  per^^ons^  w];iO( 
under  4he  protaction  f>f  the  kw%  thought  themselves 
p0  mudif  fat  liberty  'ip <^Qjns)der  thejr  various  .pr| vilegi^ 
•6>athfit$  xfer^itQ^mmt^m  the  f^blish^eat  af  thi$ 
€toajrdfi;t-*npmi  rthfe  poc^sWMs.  .Walker; hc^noi^^ 
abty  stood  forth,  and  opened  hi^ihQU^e  to  th|§  Ganf 
Mteitiaiiil  Soidety  at  a  time  whpD  they  muet  >pth^* 
yriae  baive  been  tfi  ibe  atreet^  by  a.  cpm^inatioci  of 
tfae  poUicatis  t0  rejeet  them,r*T«$^ow^  G^tl^mea^  I 
put  it  to  you  as  meii  of  honoOr, '  wbeUier  it<an  h^ 
jostly  ! attributed  to  Mr. : Walker  :afi  'seditious,  tfa^i^ 
be  opened  i^  hbaae  to.  a  soeiety  of  g^rU^en  and 
tpadefimen,  «rhece  g^ood  principles  be^as  a<^painte4 
«rith/TTrfwbo:.had  been  wantonly  o|ppo«ed  by- tbi$ 
Chyrob. and  King  dub^  whose  privilegea  they,  had 
Bcvsr:  brvaded  or  questioned^Traod  Against  whorp>  'w 
tbbiday  of  tria]>  there  is  no  txaa^  to  be  fc^pq^  ^^ 
ted  epme  ibsfward  to  impeach  any  thing  they  have 
done^Gf  3  ayHabie  they  have  Uttefed.  Yehetpept  aa 
thedesiiie  nmt  fl^^parentlyhaa  beeil).  to  hnpg  thia 
gentlemaa  arid  his  a^ociates^  at  (bey  are  PalMy  to 
^stice^  jfqiptfiot  (butt  aiagistnatej^T-?bo  inao  ipf  pr<?pert/ 
oriigiire  if('tiiis  town*  or  its  nefigbbourhpadr^^no 
Jberabnrhftving  1^8  King's  authority  in  |:be  poontyt 
has  appeared  to  prore  one  (act  or  circum^^Rce  frpn 
trheiiee  eMnthe./is^uest  si£spicion  ooiiJd^ari^ejr^lhai^ 
any  thing  crimitiaLhad  been  intended  or  transacted; 
^no  orastabk,  who  bad  ever >bcen  sent  to  gward#  l^st 
the  pbaceiirightfbevbrokeii/  ojffto  make  ioqwirifls  foi? 
ita  ^iaetvatiiiai;^iiQt  a  paper '  seized  .tbfPughpv^t 
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England,  nor  any  other  proseGution  instituted  ex-^ 
cept  upon  the  unsupported  evidence  of  ihe  same 
miserable  wretch  who  stands  befor^i  yout^-^tbe  town^ 
neighbourhood,  and  county,  remaining  in  the  same 
profbum!  state  of  tranquillity  as  it  is  at  the  momeat 
I  am  addressing  you-  ;    ; 

Crenttemen,  when  Parliament  assembled  at  the  end 
of  1 79^9  previous  to  the  commencement  of  the  war, 
these  unh24>py  differences  were  suddenly  (and,  as  you  - 
ip^ill  see,  from  no  fault  of  Mr.  W]dker*s)  brought  to 
the  crisis  which  produced  this  trial  :^-«-a  meeting  was 
held  in  Manchester  to  prepare  an  address  ofthacnks 
to  the  King  for  having  embodied  the  militia  during- 
the  recess  of  Parliament,  and  for  having  put  the 
Imgdom  into  a  posture  of  defence;  I  do  not  seek 
to  questibn  the  measure  of  Government  which  gave 
rise  to  this  approbation,  or  the  approbation  itself 
which  the  approvers  had  a  right  to  hestow>*— but 
Dthers  had  an  equal  right  to  entertain  other  opinions. 
On  all  public  measures  the  decision  undoubtecUy  is 
with  Government ;  but  the  people  at  the  same  time 
luivea  right  to  think  upon  them,  and  to  express  whaf 
they  think  ; — ^surely  war,  of  all  other  subjects,  is  one 
which  the  people  have  a  right  to  consider ;— surely  i^ 
enn  be  no  ofience  for  those  whose  properties  are  td 
he  taxed,  and  wboise  inheritances  are  to  be  lessened 
by  it,  to  pause  a  little  upon  the^e  of  a  contest,  the 
end  of  which  no  man  can  foresee,-~the  expenses  of 
which  no  man  can  calculate,  or  estimate  the  Uood 
tp  flow  from  its  calamitie^^^Skirely  :it  is  a  liberty  se-: 
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cured  to  U8  by  the  first  pritidptes  of  oiir  constitution^ 
to  address  the  Sovereign,  br  instruct  our  representa^ 
tives^  to  avert  the  greatest  evil  that  can  impend  over 
d  nation. 

Gentlemen,  one  of  those  societies,  called  the  Re- 
formation Society,  met  to  exercise  this  undoubted 
privilege,  and  in  my  mind  upon  the  fittest  occasion 
that  ever  presented  itself;  yet  mark  the  moderation 
of  Mr.  Walker,  whose  violence  is  arraigned  before 
you. — ^Though  he  was  no  member  of  that  body,  and 
though  "he  agreed  in  the  propriety  of  the  measare  iii 
agitation,  yet  he  suggested  to  them^  that  their  oppo- 
sition might  be  made  a  pretence  for  tumult, — that 
tranquillity  in  such  a  crisis  was  by  every  means  to  be 
promoted,  and  therefore  advised  them  to  abstain 
from  the  meeting ;  so  that  the  other  meieting  wa^ 
left  to  carry  its  approbation  of  Grovemnnent  and  of 
the  war,  without  a  dissenting  voice.-^If  ever  therift 
fore  diere  was  a  time  when  the  Church  and  Kin^ 
might  be  said  to  be  out  of  danger  at  M^mchester,  it 
was  at  this  moment:— yet  on  this  very  day  they 
hoisted  the  banners  of  alarm  to  both  ; — they  paraded 
with  them  through  every  quarter  of  the  town  ;^ 
mobs  by  degrees  were  collected,  and  in  the  evening 
of  this  very  eleventh  of  December,  the  houses  of 
Mr;  Walker  and  others,  were  attacked.  You  will 
observe,  that  before  this  day  no  man  has  talked  iabout 
arms  at  Mr.  Walker^s : — if  an  honourable  gentleman 
bpon  the  Jury  who  has  been  carefully  taking  note! 
of  the  evidenoe,  will  have  the  goodness  to  refer  txj 
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tbeniy  he  will  S^d  ^bat  it  .was .  wt '  all  near  « '  w^ 
after  this  (so  Duqo  ^^ipre^e^  H)  thd^  a  .single  $t^ 
lock  had  becn^eaa ;  npr  iiuleed  <loe$:any  part  of  the 
evidence  go  back  beyond  this  time,  when  Miv 
Walker's  house  was  thus^surronnded  and  attacked  by 
fl^fiotou^  and  disjt^rderly  n>5ib-  He  was  aw^e  of  the 
probable  conwquencesaf  pwch-  an  attacl^  ;— he  knew^ 
py  the  recent  expji^ple  of  .Birminglia^p  -what  b^ 
;»nd  pther^  prpfessbg  sentiments  offrc^pm  had  tQ 
(expect ;— he  therefore  .got  together  a  few  |irearms» 
;9rhich  he  had  long  had  publicly  by  him,  and  an  in«- 
ventqry  of  wbieh  with  ,Uie  rest  of  his-  furniture  a( 
BarjQW  JJali,  had  been  taken  by  ^  svYOfn,  appraiser, 
long  before  any  thingix>nnected  witli  thjs  Indictinent 
liadjSin  ei^^t^ncq ;  md  ^ith.these^  qnd  .fbeEissi stance 
pf  a  few  steady  friend^i  be  atood  upon  l^is  def^uoe^ 
Uewas  advi?ed.  inde?^  ^o  retire  ibr  safqty.^  but.  know.: 
ing  h^sown  kinocencer  and  ]:ecQlle<:Ui;ig<jLbe  duty  he 
pwed  tp  hioM^dfj^is  family^^;  ;ind  .the  pUhrue,  he  de^ 
l^ared be. would  nemain  ther^,  to  support  th^  liiw^- ao4 
to. defend  \\i$  prope^tyj,T— and^that  be  WQuld  perisl)^ 
rather  than  surrfj^xjgrj^lypse'  privijegeft;^  fw  Wch  every 
Blpqf)ber:oftbe  com|nHnitu.^,t)qpnd,.^)pt^,  frpn?  in* 

teref^t  |in4  duty,;  tq.  xrmif^^m.r^Tp  ^IfifW  ^ malti- 
tude^hfijfired  from  tl>9jp|nd9w,$ 'over  the^.bea^s, /and 
dispersed  them  :  btfi^  wb^^,,  the  ^ext  mo^ning^  they 
^s^embledin  very  gf^^t  nvn^bera  beft)Fe  his  house, 
fud  when  a  man  got  aipon;  the  chunchy^rd  wall^  and 
lead  ^  mosti  violent  and  ini^ajpamatory  p^iperj^  inciting 
l^e  populace  to  puU  the  Uouse^downj  .Mr.  Waikei; 
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went  out  amongst  theDi>  and  expostulated  with  them^ 
and  asked  why  they  had  disgraced  themselves  so 
much  by  attackmg  him  the  night .  before ;  adding^ 
that  if  he  had  done  any  of  them^  or  any  person 
whom  they  knew>  any  injuryi  he  was,  upon  proof  of 
it^  ready  to  make  them  every  satisfaction  in  his 
power:— *he  also  told  them^  that  he  had  fired  upon 
them  the  night  before^  because  they  were  mad  as 
well  as  drunk ;  that^  if  they  attacked  him  again^  he 
would,  under  the  same  circumstances^  dct  as  he  had 
done  before;  but  that  he  was  then  alone  and  un- 
armed in  the  midst  of  them  ;  and  if  he  had  done 
«ny  thing  wrong,  they  were  then  sober,  and  had  him 
completely  in  their  power. 

Gentlemen,  this  was  mo^t  meritorious  conduct. 
You  all  live  at  a  distance  from  the  metropolis,  and 
were  probably,  therefore,  forti;nate  enough  neither  to 
be  within  or  near  it  in  1 760,  when,  from  beginnings 
smaller  than  those  which  exhibited  themselves  at 
Birmingham,  or  even  at.  Manchester, ^  the  metropolis 
of  the  country,  and  with  it- the  country  itself,  had 
nearly  been  undone :  the  beginning  of  these  things 
is  the  season  for  exertion:  I  shall  never  indeed  forget 
what  I  have  heard  the  late  mild  and  venerable  ma- 
gistrate Lord  Mansfield  say  upon  this  subject^  whose 
house  was  one  of  the  first  attacked  in  London ;  I 
have  more  than  once  heard  him  say,  that  perhaps 
some  blame  might  have  attached  upon  himself  and 
others  in  authority,  for  their  forbearance  in  not 
having  directed  force  to  have  been  at  thejirst  moment 
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Vepelled  by  force,  it  being  the  highest  hamatitty  ta 
check  the  infancy  of  tumults.  .    : 

Gentl(!inen,  Mr.  Walker's  conduct  had  th6  de- 
.sired  effect:  he  watched  again  on  the  13th ofDe- 
cember,  but  the  mob  returned  no  more,  and  the 
next  roomnig  the  arms  were  locked  up  in  a  bed- 
chamber in  his  house,  where  they  have  remained  ever 
since,  and  wliere,  of  course,  they  never  could  have 
beffi  seen  by  the  witness,  ivhose  whole  evidence  coni^ 
mences  above,  a  week  subsequent  to  the  }]th  of  Decern^ 
her,  when  they  were  finally  put  aside.  This  is  thj& 
genuine  history  oH  the  business ;  and  it  must'  there- 
fore not  a  little  surprise  you,  that  when  the  charge  is 
wholly  confined  to  the  use  of  arms,  Mr.  Law  should 
not  even  have  hinted  to  yoti  that  Mr.  Walker*s 
house  had  been  attacked,  and  that  he  was  driven  to 
stand  upon  his  defeilce, '  as  if  such  a  thiag  had  never 
had  an  existence ;— indeed  thie  armoury  which  must 
have  been  exhibited  in  Such  ii  statement,  would  have 
but  ill  suited  the  indictment  or  the  evidence,  and  I 
must  therefore  undertake  the  description  of  it  myself. 

The  arms  having  been  locked  up,  as  I  told  you,  in 
the  bedchamber,  I  was  shown  last  week  into  this 
house  of  conspiracy, — treason, — ^and  death,  and  Saw 
exposed  to  view  the  mighty  armoury  which  was  to 
leVel  the  beautiful  fabric  of  our  constitution,  and  to 
destroy  the  lives  aqd  properties  of  ten  millions  of 
people. — ^It  consisted,  first,  of  six  little  swivels  pur- 
chased  two  years  ago  at  the  sale  of  Livesey,  Har- 
grave,  and  Co.  (of  whom  we  have  all  heard  so  much), 
by  Mr.  Jackson,  a  gentleman  of  Manchester,  who  is 
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tsho  one  of  the  Defendants^  and  who  gave  them  to 
IMhster  Walkeri  a  boy  about  ten  years  of  age ;— ^ 
swivels,  yoo  know,  are  guns  so  called  because  they 
turn  iqpon  a  pivot ;  but  these  were  taken  ofF  theil* 
props,  were  painted,  and  put  upon  blocks  resembling 
carrisges  of  heavy  cannon,  and  in  that  shape  niay  be 
fiiirly  called  children's  toys;  you  frequently  see  theni 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  London  adorning  the  housea 
of  sober  citizens,  who,  strangers  to  Mr.  JBrowti  and 
his  improvemaits^  and  preferring  grandeur  to  taste, 
place  them  upon  their  ran^parts  at  Mile-End  or  Is* 
lington.  Having,  tike  Mr.  Dunn  (I  hope,  I  re^ 
aemblehimin  nothing  else),  having,  like  hun,  served 
His  Majesty  as  a  soldier  (iaiid  I  am  ready  to  serve 
again  if  my  country's  safety  should  require  it),  I  took 
a  closer  review  of  all  I  saw,  and  observing  that  the 
rou2zle  of  one  of  them  was  broke  of!^  I  was  curious 
to  know  how  far  this  famous  conspiracy  had  pro^ 
ceeded,  and  whether  they  had  come  into  action; 
when  1  found  the  accident  bad  happened  oA  firing 
a  feu  de  joie  upon  His  Majesty's  happy  recovery, 
and  that  they  had  been  afterwards  fired  upon  the 
Pi*ince  of  Wales'  birthday.  These  are  the  only 
times,  that,  in  the  hands  of  these  conspirators,  these 
cannon^  big  with  destruction,  had  opened  their  little 
mouths; — once  to  commemorate  the  indulgent  and. 
benign  favouc^  of  Providence  in  the  recovery  of  the 
Sovereign,  and  pnee  as  a  congratulation  to  the  Heir 
Aiqwikkt  pf  his  crown  on  the  wniversary  of  his 
bifth/ 
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r  ;  1  went  next,  under  the  protection  of  the  masteN 
general  of  this  ordnance  (Mr.  W^ker's ,  chamber- 
inaid)^  to  visit  the  rest  of  this  formijdable  array  of 
death  J  and  found  a  little,  musiketoon  about  so  high 
(describing  it) ;  L  put  my  thumb  upon  it|  when 
o«t  started  a  little  bayonet  like  the  Jack4n*a*box 
which  we  bviy  for  children  at  a  fair ;  in  shorty  jiot  to 
weary  you,  Oentlemen,  there  was  just  such  a  parq^ 
of  arms  of  different  sorts  and  sizes  as  a  man  coUectr 
ing  amongst  his  friends^  for  his  defence  against 
the  sudden  violence  of  a  riotous  multitude,  might 
be  eKpected  to  have  collected:  here  lay  three  or 
four  rusty  guns  of  different  dimensions^  and  here 
and  vtbere  a  baypi^et  or  broad-^sword,  covered  ov^ 
with  dust  and  rust,  so  as  to  be^  almost  undistinguish- 
able )  for,  notwithstanding  whdt  this  infamgus  wretch 
}>as  sworn,  we  will  prove  by  witness  after  witness, 
till  you  desire  us  to  finish^  that  they  were  princi- 
pally collected  on  the  ilth  of  December,  the  day  of 
the  riotj  and  that  from  the  12th  in  the  evening,  or 
the  13th  in  the  morning,  thc^:  h^ve  lain  untQiiobedji 
as  I  have  described  them ; — th^t  their  use  began  and 
ended  with  the  necessity,  and  thfit,  from  that  tjme  to 
the  present,  there  never  has  been  a  fire-arm  in  the 
warehouse  of  any  sort  or  description.  This  is  t^e 
whole  on  which  has  been  built  a  proceeding  that 
might  have  brought  the  Defendants  to^he  punish-* 
inent  of  death,  for  both,  the  charge,  and  the  evi* 
fience  amount  to.  high  triBason,-7-high  treason,  in-; 
deed,  under  almost  every  Ji)ranch  of  the  statute ;  ^inctf 
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the  facts  amount  to  levying  war  against  th^  Ktng-^ 
by  a  conspiracy  to  wrest  by  force  the  government 
out  of  bis  handsj-^o  an  adherence  to  the  King's 
enemi<es^-^and  to  ia  compassing  of  his  death,  which 
is  a  necessary  consequence  of  an  invading  anny  of 
republicans  or  of  any  other  enemies  of  the  state ; — 
yet  notwithstanding  the  notoriety  of  these  facts,  the 
un- named  prosecutors  (and  indeed  I  am  afraid  to 
slander  any  man  or  body  of  men,  by  even  a  guess 
npon  the  subject)  have  been  beating  up  as  for  volun* 
teers,  to  procure  another  witness  to  destroy  the  lives 
of  the  gentlemen  before  you,  against  many  of  whom 
warrants  for  high  treason  were  issued  to  appreh^id 
them  ;  Mr.  Walker,  among  the  rest,  was  the  sub- 
ject of  such  a  warrant,  and  as  soon  as  he  knew  it,  he 
behaved  (as  he  has  throughout)  like  a  man  aAd  an 
Englishman;— ^he  wrote  immediately  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  who  was  summoned  here  to-day,  and 
whose  absence  I  do  not  complain  of,  because  we  have 
by  consent  the  benefit  of  his  testimony ;«— he  wrote 
three  letters  to  Mr.  Dundas,  one  of  whidi  was  de^ 
Hvered  by  Mr.  Wharton,  informing  him  that  be  was 
in  Ix>ndon  on  his  business  as  a  merchant  ;-p— that  if 
any  warrant  had  been  issued  against  him,  he  was 
ready  to  meet  it,  and  for  that  purpose  delivered  his 
address  where  it  might  be  executed.  This  Mr. 
Walker  did  when  the  prosecutors  were  in  search  of 
another  witness,  and  when  this  Mr.  Dunn  was 
walking  like  a  tame  sparrow  through  the  New  Bailey, 
M  at  the  public  or  some  other  expense,  and  suffered 
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io  go  at  large,  though  atreited  upon  a  criminal 
cbaige,  and  sent  into  custody  under  it. 

Add  to  what  other  circumstances  need  I  appeal  for 
the  purity  of  the  Defendants,  th*n  that,  under  the 
^arge  of  a  conspiracy,  extensive  enough  to  oonnpre* 
Ji^pd  in  its  transactions  (if  any  existed)  the  whole 
oompass  of  England,  the  ^ur  of  which  was  to  have 
<been  inade  by  Mr.  Yorke,  thele  has  not  been  me 
man  fpund  to  utter  a  syllable  about  them,  no  not 
one  iviait,  thanks  be  to  God,  who  has  so  framed  the 
4^aracteristica  of  Englishmen,  except  the  solitary  in«* 
ifiimous  witness  before  you,  who,  from  what  I  he^ 
isince  I  b^n  to  address  you,  may  have  spoken  the 
truth  when  he  claimed  my  acquaintance,  aa  I  have 
rsasou  to  think  be  has  a^^en  me  before  m  a  cftmmoi 
€mrt  ofju$tke. 

-  Having  now,  for  the  satisfaction  of  the  Defend-* 
ants  rather  than  from  the  necessity  of  the  case^  given 
you'  an  account  of  their  whole  proceedings,  as  I 
«hall  establish  them  by  proof ;  let  us  examine  the 
eiHdafioe  that  haa  been  given  ogainst  them,  and  see 
l)ow  the  troth  of  it  eould  stand  with  reason  or  pro- 
Itability,  supposing  it  to  have  been  sworn  to  by  a 
mtness  the  most  respectable. 

According  to  Dunn*s  own  account,  Mr.  Walker 
hid  not  been  at  the  first  mieejting>  so  th^  whed  h<^ 
iBrst  aaw  Dunn  he  did  not  know  either  htil  person  or 
Ihs  name ;  he  might  I^ve  been  a  spy  (God  knows 
thsire  are  >enow  of  them)^  and  at  that  season  in  parti* 
iDular,  informers  were  to  be  expeqted  :-^Mr.  Walker 
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is  supposed  to  have  said  to  him,  f  ^  What  is  yopr  bu- 
'^  siness  here  ?**  to  which  he  answered,  '^  I  am  going 
'^to  the  sodety/*  which  entitled  him  at  once  lo  ad-* 
mission  without  farther  ceremony ; — there  was  no- 
body to  stop  him :— rwas  he  asked  his  name  ?;— -was  he 
ballotted  for? — ^was  he  questioned  as  to  his  principles  ? 
N09  he  walked  in  at  once ;  hut  first,  it  seems,  Mr. 
Walker,  who  had  never  before  seen  him,  inquireid 
.of  him  the  news  from  Ireland  (observing  by  his  voice 
.  that  be  w^s  an  Irishman),  and  asked  what  the  vo- 
lunteers were  about,  as  if  Mr.  Walker  could  possibly 
■  ■  ■  _ 

rSQjipo^e  that  such  a  person  was  likely  to  have  beep 
Jn  a  cprrespondenoe  with  Ireland,  which  told  hrm 
.more  than  report  must  have  told  every  body  else. 
^Mr*  Dqnn  tells  .y4(»u  indeed  hp  was  no  such  person, 
he  was  a  friend,  as  his  says,  to  the  King  and  Con- 
s^tibutijon,  which  Mr.  Walker  would  have  found  by 
,;isk;pg  another  questipn  ;  .l>ut,  without  further  in- 
quiry, he  is  supposed  to  have  said  to  him  at  onoe, 
.  ^^  W^  shall  overthrow  the  constitution  by  and  by  j*' 
.  whicb  the  moment  Dunn  had  heard,  up  walked  that 
..aSTectifW^te  subject  of  our  Sovereign  hord  the  King 
mtp  Mr.  Walker's  house,  where  the  constitution  w?^ 
.tp  bp^so  oyerthrawn ;  but  jthen   he.  tells  you  ^e 
thpug))t  there  w(is  no  hfirm  to  be  done,  that  it  w^s 
^w\y  for  the  b^fit  of  the  poor,  and  the  public  good ; 
,  r-r.bu^how  covildjie.  think  so  after  what  he  had  th^t 
,  mpipent  heiird  ?  but  he  did  not  know,  it  seems,  what 
JMr«  .Walker  q\eant.     Geritlemen,;  do  you  cc^Iect, 
from J^r.  Puijin>  discourse,  and ^  deportment  to-day^ 

jy4 


40         MR.   ERSKIKS  S  SPEECH  ON  THE  TRIAL 

9        * 

that  he  could  not  tell  but  th^t  a  map  meant  good 
when  he  had  heard  even  him  express  a  wish  to  over- 
throw the  government  ?  would  you  pull  a  feather  put 
of  a  sparrow's  wing  qpon.the  oath  of  a  man,  who 
swears  that  he  believed  a  person  to  have  been  a  good 
subject  in  the  very  moment  he  was  telling  him  of  an 
[intended  rebellion  ?  But  why  should  I  fight  a  phan- 
'  torn  with  argument  ?— ^Could  any  man  but '  a  drivel- 
ler, have  possibly  given  such  an  answer,  as  is  put 
into  Mr,  Walker's  mouth,  to  a  man  he  had  never 
seen  in  his  life  ?  However  many  may  differ  from 
Mr.  Walker  in  opinion,  every  body,  I  believe,  will 
admit  that  he  is  ^n  acute  intelligent  man,  with  an 
extensive  knowledge  of  the  world,  and  nbt  at  all 
likely  to  havis  conducted  himself  like  an  idiot.  What 
follows  pext  ?T-ranbther  night  he  went  into  the  ware-^ 
housc^ji  where  be  saw  Mr.  Torke  called  to  the  chair, 
who  said  he  wasi  going  the  tour  of  the  kingdom,  in 
"order  to  try  the  strength  of  the  different  Societies, 
to  Jpin.fifty  thousand  men  that  were  expected  to  land 
fropfi  France  in  this  country,  and  that  Mr.  Walker 
then  said,  '^  Damn  all  kings — ^I  know  our  King  has 
seventeen  millions  of  money  in  the  Bank  of 
Vienna,  although  he  won*t  afford  any  pf  it  to  the 
poor."  6entlemen/is  this  the  language  of  a  man 
of  sen^e  ^nd  education  ?  If  Mr.  Walker  had  the 
malignity  of  a  deipon,  would  he  t^iink  of  giving 
cfffect  to  it  by  such  a  senseless  lie  ? — -When  we  know 
'  that,  from  the  ipimense  expense  attending  His  Ma- 
jesty's  numerous  and  illustrious  family  and  the  great 
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necessities  of  the  st&te,  he  has  been  obliged  over  and 
over  again  to  have  recourse  to  the  generosity  and 
justice  of  Parliament  to  maintain  the  dignity  of  the 
Crown,  could  Mr.  Walker  ever  have  thought  of  in* 
venting  this  nonsense  about  the  Bank  of  Vienna, 
when  there  is  a  Bank  too  in  our  own  country,  where 
he  might  legally  invest  his  property  for  himself  and 
his  heirs?  But  Mr.  Walker  did  not  stop  there ; — ^he 
went  oh  and  said,  ^'  I  should  think  no  more  of  taking 
off  the  King^s  head  than  I  should  of  tearing  this 
piece  of  paper.**  All  this  happened  soon  after  his 
admission ;  yet  this  man,  who  represents  himself  to 
you'upon  his  oath  this  day,  as*  having  been  uniformly 
a  friend  to  the  constitution,  as  far  as  he  understood' 
it  ;-^as  having  left  the  sodety  as  soon  as  he  saw  their 
mischievous  inclinations, — ^and  as  having  voluntarily 
informed  against  them,  I  say  this  same  friend  of  the, 
constitution  tells  you,  almost  in  the  same  breathy 
that  he  continued  to  attend  their  meetings  from 
thirty  to  forty  times,  where  high  treason  was  commiU 
ting  with  open  doors ;  and  that,  instead  of  giving  in* 
formation  of  his  own  free  choice,  he  was  arrested  in 
the  very  act  of  distributing  some  seditious  publication. 
Gentlemen,  it  is  really  a  serious  consideration, 
that  upon  such  testimony  a  man  should  even  be  put 
upon  his  defence  in  the  courts  of  this  country;— 
upon  such  principles  what  man  is  safe  ?  I  was  in« 
deed  but  ill  ^t  ease  ipyself  when  Mr,  Dunn  told  me 
he  knew  me  better  than  I  supposed. — What  security 
have  I  at  this  moment  that  he  should  not  swear  that 
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lie  hadipet  me  uader  some  gateway  in  Lancaster^  mA 
that  I  had  said  to  him,  "  Well,  Dvmn,  I  hope  you  will 
/^  not  swear  against  Mn  Walker,  bat  that  you  will 
/^  stick  to  the  good  cause :  damn  all  king9 :  daom 
*"  the  constitution :" — if  the  witness  were  now  t0 
sweajc  this,  into  gaol  I  must  go ;  aod  if  tpy  Client  is 
in  danger  from  what  has  been  sworn  against  Aiiii,' 
what  ^fety  would  there  be  for  ma  ?— the  evidence 
would  be  equally  positive,  and  I  am  equally  an  object 
of  suspicion  as  Mr.  Walker:  it  is  said  of  liim,  that 
he  has  been  a  men)ber  of  a  society  for  the  reform  f^ 
^Parliament;  so  have  /,  and  so  am  /at  this  moment, 
,and  so  at  all  hazards!  will  continue  to  be,  and  I  wijl 
tell  you  why>  Gentlemen — because  I  hold  it  to  be 
.  essential  to  the  preservation  of  all  ttie  ranks  and  orders 
of  the  state, — alike  essential  to  the  prince  and  to  the 
,  people :  I  have  the  honour  to  be  allied  to  His  Ma- 
jesty in. blood,  and  my  family  has  been  for  centuries 
a  part  of  what,  is  now  called  the  aristocracy  of  the 
country ;  I  can  therefore  have  no  interest  in  the  de- 
struction of  the  constitution. 

■ 

In  pursuing  the  probability  of  this  story  (since.it 

must  be  pursued),  let  us  next  advert  to  whe.ther  any 

thing  appears  to  have,  been  done  in  other  places 

which  might  have  been  exposed  by  this  man's  in6)rm- 

.(ition.     The  whole  kingdom^  is  under  the  eye  Qiid 

I  4 

.dominion  of  magistracy,  awakened  at  that  time  jto  an 
extraordinary  vigilance ;  yet  has  any  one  man  b$en 

.  arrested  even  upon  the  suspicion  of  any  correspond- 
ence  with  the  societies  of  Manchester,  good,  had,  pr 


indifl^nt?  or  bas  any .  person  within  the  fiwr  seag 
tx>oie  to  3wear  that  any  such  correspondence  existed? 
pp  that  you  are  desired  to  believe,  upon  Mr.  Diian*s 
single  declanktion,  that  gentlemen  of  the  description 
I  am  rqpresentii^^  without  any  end  or  otgect,  or 
concert  with  others,  were  resolved  to  put  their  lives 
^to  the  hands  of  any  miscreant  who  might  be.dis^ 
ppsed  to  swear  tliem  away,  by  holding  pubfic  meet- 
ings  of  conspiracy  with  open  doors,  and  in  the  pre- 
senoe  of  all  mankind,  liable  to  be  handed  over  to 
justice  every  moment  of  their  lives,  since  every  tap 
at  the  door  might  have  introduced  a  constable  as 
feadily  as  a  member  {  and,  to  fini^  the^absoniity;, 
tbese  gentlemen  are  nude  to  discourse  in  a  manner 
that  would  disgrace  the  lowest  and  most  uninformed 
4;^ses  of  the  community. 

-  ]^  us  next  see  what  interest  Mr.  Walker  has  in 
4be,  poposed  invasion  of  this  peaceable  country :  ha^ 
Mr.  Law  proved  that  Mr«  Walker  had  any  reason  to 
expect  protection  from  the  French  from  any  secret 
isprrespondeqce  or  communication  more  than  you  or 
I  have,  or  that  he  had  prqiared  any  means  of  resist* 
ingihe  troops  orthis  country? — how  was  he  to  hav# 
.welcomed  these  strangers  into  our  laod^-^what^  with 
th|s  dozen  of  rusty  mi^dicets,  or  with  those  conspira* 
$or|^  whom.,  he  exercised? — ^but  who  are  they?— they 
lime,  it  seems^  ^^  to  the  Jurors  unknown/'  as  iny 
learned  friend  has  called  tbein  who  drew  this  lO'* 
^iictment^  and  he  might  have  added,  who  wUl  ever 
[remain  tmhnawn  to  them^-^Uxxt  has  Mr.  Wtilker  nO" 


thing  to  lose,  like  other  men  who  dread  an  invasion? 
He  has  long  had  the  acquaintance  and  friendship  of 
*$ome  of  the  best  men* in  this-  kingdom^  who  wonM 
1)e  destroyed  if  snch  an  invasion  should  take  places- 
Has  he,  like  other  men,  no  ties  of  a  nearer  descripi* 
lion  ? — x\las,  Gentlemen  !  I  feel  at  this  moment  that 
he  has  many  :  Mr.  Dunn  told  you  that  I  was  with 
Mr.  Walker,  at  Manchester ;  and  it  enaUes  metB 
say,  of  my  own  knowledge,  that  it  is  impossible  he 
*couId  have  had  the  designs  imputed  to  him.— *Hiave 
^been  under  his  roof,  where  I  have  seen  him  the  hoan 
'baiid  of  an  amiable  and  affectionate  woman,  and  the 
happy  paifent  of  six  engaging  children  ;  and  it  hurts 
'me  not  a  little  to  think  what  they  must  feel  at  this 
inoment.*— Before  prosecutions  are  set  on  foot,  those 
things  ought  to  be  considered ; — ^we  ought  hot,'  like 
^he  fool  in  the  Proverbs,  to  scatter  firebrands  and 
deaths  and  s!ay,  "  Am  I  hot  in  sport?**    Could  we 
look  at  this  moment  into  the  dwelling  of  this  unfor- 
tunate gentleman,  for  so  I  must  call  him,  I  anv  per* 
suaded  the  scene  would  distress  us  ; — his  family^can- 
'Dot  but  be  unhappy ; — they  have  seen  prosecutions 
equally  unjust  as  even  this  is,  attended  with  a  success 
of  eqfcial  itij  ustice,  and  we  have  seen  those  proceed- 
ings,  I  am  afraid  by  those  who  are  at  the  bottom  of 
this  Indictment,  put  forward  for  your  imitation^     I 
saw  ^  to  my  astonishment,  at  Preston,  where,  as  a 
traveller,  I  called  for  a  newspaper,  that  this  immacu^ 
late  society  (the  Manchester  Church  and  King  Club) 
"had  XL  meeting  lately,  and  had  published  to  the  worid 


tbft  toasts  a)id  sentiments  which  they  dmi^k ;  ^QOft 
of  tfaetn Mike  :  isooie  of.theiQ.i^fserfee  rger,Qbatioti  i 
*^  The.  Chttwsb:and  King  5"  very.  «eU.  "  Th/e^  Queea 
*^  a^e  Royal  EwiUy**':  be.  it  so;  *^  The  Pal^e  0^ 
^^  Y<A'Jc  and  the^  Army  ;**  be  it  so.  ^  But  what,  dp  ycut 
think  came  next  ?  '  .  f 

(Here  Mr^  Justice  Heath  interrupted  Mr*  Er$kine, 
iff  sayings  ^^  We  ^enot  Uf  gainto  this^  RfwMokyi^ 
*'  cannot  givp  ^viif^ceJ"')      * 

Mri  Ef shine,  d  don't  kno^  what  efi^t  then, 
publications  n^ay  have  upon  the  administra^tioD  o^ 
jiistioe ;  why  drink  '^  The  Lord-  Advocate  qti^  the 
*^  Court  of  jHsttdary  in  Scotfand,''  juat  when  :yooc 
Lordship  is. oiUed  upop  to  administer  justice  acopfxl^* 
ing  to  the  laws  of  England  $  if  I  had  seen  theKing^ 
and  hi^  Jf[idgi^  upon  the  northern,  circuit  publ^sbedL 
aeatoast  ■      v 

Mr.  Jtifitice  Heath.  You  know  ypu .  c^noojt^give 
this  in  evidei^e. '  ..,.:.. 

Mr.  Erdi7ie.  Gentlemen^  .cQn£(idei;ing'>the;8iHi^ 
tipn  in  which  my  Clients  stand  at  this  mooeieat)  ;t 
txpc^ssed-the^idea  which  occurred  to  me,  ai|d.whji#h( 
I  thought  \t  right  not  to  suppress  s^.but  1^  t|  ^^sj^ 
this  is  not  the:,  tnpment  for  controversy ;«— 4^/is  mj^ 
interest  to  submit  to  any  course  bis  IiOfdship  naay> 
think  proper  to  dictate ;  the  evidence  is  morethai]^ 
enough  for  my  purpose ; — so  m^nly  improbable^  sa 
contrary  to  every  thing  in  the  course.  q(  huinw* 
a^irs^  that  Iknow  you  \viU  reject  it^  even  if  it  stood 
unanswered;  what  then  will  ypn  say,  when . |[: sba)^ 
prove  to  you  by  the  oaths  of  the  various  persons  who 


Attend^  these  societies^  that  na  pr6poMi6A»  of  file 
flort  insinuated  by  this  witness  eretr  etistoi ;— 4hat 
no  hint^  directly  or  iiidireetlyy  of  any  fllegal  tendency; 
wits  ever  whispered; — thM  their  real  okjects  ittertf 
jost  what  were  openly  professed^  he  they  right  oj* 
wrong,  be  they  wise  or  mistaken,  namely,  reformm^ 
ibm  in  the  canstitutiim  of  the  House  of  Commons^ 
which  my  learned  friend  admitted  they  had  a  right 
by  constitutional  means  to  promote*— This  was  theif 
cbject  ;-^they  neither  desired  to  tou^h  the  King's 
authority,  nor  ^6  existence  or  privileges  of  th6 
House  of  Lords ;  but  they  wished,  thsft  (hose  nume^. 
rousclasses  of  the  community,  who  (by^the  law  atf 
it  now  stands)  are  excluded  from  any  share  in  the 

*    *  * 

dioice  of  members  to  the  l^liament,  should  have 
an  equal  right  wfth  others,  in  concerns  where  theit* 
interests  are  equal.  Gentlemen,  this  very  county 
furmiAies  a  familiar  instance ;  there  are,  I  believe, 
at  least  thirty  thousand  freeholders  iii  Lancashirey 
eieh  of  whom  has  a  vote  for  two  members  of 
][^ariiainent$  ani]  thek  are  two  boroughs  within  it  (if 
Imis&ke  not),  CItthero  aind  Newton,  containing  tf 
handful  df  men  who  are  at  the  beck  of  two  indivi^ 
duals;  yetthese  twa little  places  send  f6r  themselves, 
or  rather  for  these  two  persons,  two  members  eilBch, 
which  makes  four  against  the  whole  power  and  inte« 
rest  of  this  county  in  Parliament,  touching  any  mea^* 
sure,  how  deeply  soever  it  may  conciertr  Ihdr  pro^i.'* 
sp«ity«  Can  there  be  any  offence  in  nieeting  toge- 
ther  to  consider  of  a  representation  to  Parliainenty 


suggesting  the'  wisdom  oif  silteratton  and  aniendUnent 

•     ■  ■      •  ■  • 

in  sudi  a  system?  -  • 

'"  Mr.  Justice  Hea^.^^-^Tkefe  can  he  no  doubt  eik 
that  a  petitim  tblParliament,for  reform  or  any- t/iin^ 
else,  <an  be  no  offence. 

Mr.  Erskine^  Getitlemen,  I  expected  tftis  ihter^ 
ttiptioh  from  the  learning  of  the  Jndge ;  tert&inly  k 
can  be  no  offbice^  and  conseqoeotly  my  Clients  oaA 
be  no  offenders* 

Having  now  exposed  the  weakness  of  Dontf  S  tuA^ 
dence,  from  its  own  intrinsic' defects^  andfmrii^the 
poaitive^  contradiction  every  part  of  it  is :  to  receive 
from  many  Witnesses^  I  shall  condude  with  the  still 
more  positive  and  unequivocal  contradiction  which 
the  whole  of  it  has  received  from  Dufin  himstlf.*** 
You  remember  that  I  repeatedly  asked  hikn  whelbqr 
he  had  not  confessed  that  the  whole  he  liad  swora 
to-day  was  utterly  false ;  whether  he  had  not  con^ 
lessed  it  to  be  so  with  tears  of  conttilion^  and  wbei* 
ther  he  bad  not  kneeled  down  before  Mr.  Walkeit^ 
to  implore  his  forgiveness.  My  learned  frtendp 
knowing  that  this  would  be  proved  upon  htmj.  made 
a  shrewd  and  artful  observation^  to  avoid  the. effects 
of  it; — be  said^  that  such  things  had  fallen  often 
under  the  observation  of  the  Court  upon  the  circuit, 
where  witnesses  had  been  drawn  into  similar  snarM 
by  artful  people  to  invalidate  their  testimony ;— thfe 
may  be  true,  but  the  answer  to  its  application  is^  thM 
not  only  the  witness  himself  has  positively  denied 
that  any  such  snare  was  laid  for  him^  but  the  wit^ 
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nesscs  I  b^ve  to  call^  both  in  respect  ofnttmber  and 
credit^  will  put  a  total  end  to  such  a  si^estion.    If 
I  had  indeed  but  one  witness^  my  friend  the  Attor- 
ney General  might  undoubtedly  put  it  to  you  in 
reply^  whether  his  or  mine  was  to  be  believed ;  but  I 
,will  call  to  you,  not  one  but  four  or  fivt ; .  or,  if  ne- 
cessary,  six  witnesses,  abots  ajx  suspicion,   in 
jfvhose  presence  Dunn  voluntarily  confessed  the  false- 
hood of  his  testimony,  and,  with  tears  of  apparent 
repentaDce,  offered  to  make  any  reparation  to  these 
injured  and  unfortunate  Defendants. — ^This  I  pledge 
myself  to  prove  to  your  satisfaction. 
.  Gentlemen,  the  object  of  all  public  trial  and  pu- 
oishm^  is  the  security  of  manlund  in  social  life. 
We  W9  not  assembled  here  for  th^  purposes  of  ven- 
;geande,  but  for  the  ends  of  justice ;— *to  give  tran^- 
iquillity  to  human  life,  which  is  the  scope  of  all  govem<- 
jn^nton^.'law  ;*-^y€fu  will  take  care  therefore,  how, 
ill  the  v^ry  administration  of  justice,  you  disappoint 
^that  which  is  the  very  foundation  of  its  institution ; 
^i— you  will  take  care,  that  in  the  very  moment  yo^ 
^re  trying  a  man  as  a  disturber  of  the  public  happi^ 
ness,  you  dp  not  violate  the  rules  which  secure  it.    . 
The  last  evidence  I  have  been  stating  ought  by  it- 
,8elf  to  put  an  instant  end  to  this  cause :  I  remember  . 
,a  case,  very  lately,  which  was  so  brought  to  its  cour 
.$lusion,  where,  upon  a  trial  for  peijury  of  a  witness 
who  had  sworn  against  a  captain  of  a  vessd  in  the 
African  trade,  it  appeared  that  the  witnesses,  who 
jvvore  to  the  perjury  against  the  defendants,   had 


ffiemselves  made  deBbeiite  decteiitbh^^  Ivhtch  mft"* 
teriatly  cld^lied  wrth  the  testimony  tbey  were  grv^ng  t 
txftd  Ketiyon,  ^ha  tried  the  cause,  would  after  thii 
proceed  no  fttrther ,  and  asked  me,  who  wsis  counsel 
for  the  prosecution,  whether  I.would  \xt^  if  further  j 
Saying  emphaticalfy,  what  I  hope  eveiy  Judge  under* 
i^imlhr  circumstatices  will  think  k  his  duty  to  say 
fliko,  '^  No  man  Odght  or  can  he  convicted  in  Eng-* 
'*  land,  unless  the  Judge  and  the  Juiy  have  a  firm 
^  aisurance  that  imiocence  cannot  by  any  possibility 
'*  be  the  victim  of  falsehood  and  ir^ustfce.*'  Ami 
how  cad  the  Jury  or  his  Lordship  have  that  assurance; 
here,  when  the  only  source  of  it  is  brought  into  such 
^fioil^  doubt  and  question  ?  Upon  the  whole,  then, 
I  cannot  hdip  hoping,  that  my  friend  the  Attorney 
General,  when  he  shall  hear  my  proofs,  will  fee|  that 
a  prosecution  like  this  ought  not  to  be  offered  for 
fhe seat  and  sanction  of  your  verdict.— ^Unjust  prose- 
cutfohs  lead  to  the  rurn  of  all  governments.— ^Who- 
ever will  look  back  to  the  history  of  the  world  in 
general,  and  of  our  own  particular  country,  -  will  be 
cotivinced,  that  exactly  as  prosecuttons  have  been 
cruel  arid  oppressive,  and  maintained  by  inadequate 
aVid  unrighteous  evMdence^  in  the  same  proportion, 
dud  by  the  same  means,  their  authors  have  been  de^ 
stroyed  instead  of  bdng  supported  by  them.— As 
often  as  the  prihciples  of  our  ancient  laws  have  been 
departed  from  in  weak  and  wicked  times,  so  often 
the  governments  that  have  violated  them  have  been 
suddenly  crumbled  into  dust ;  and  therefore  wishing 

VOL.  in.  B 
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u  I  most  sincerely  do,  the  preservation  and  proapo^ 
rityofour  bappy  constitution,  I  desire  to  enter  my 
protest  against  its  being  supported  by  means  that  jsre 
likely  to  destroy  it. — ^Violent  proceedings  bring  oi| 
the  bitterness  of  retaliationi  until  all  justice  and  mo- 
deration are  trampled  down  and  subverted ; — witness 
those  sanguinary  prosecutions  previous  to  the  awful 
period  in  the  last  century,  when  Charles  the  First 
£edl :  that  unfortunate  prince  lived  to  lament  those 
vindictive  judgments  by  which  his  impolitic,  infa- 
tuated followers  imagined  they  were  supporting  his 
throne : — ^he  lived  to  see  how  they  destroyed  it ; — ^his 
throne,  undermined  by  violence,  sunk]  under .  him ; 
and  those  who  shook  it  were  guilty  in  their  turn  (such, 
is  the  natural  order  of  injustice)  not  only  of  similaf 
but  of  worse  and  more  violent  wrongs ;  witness  the 
htt  of  the  unhappy  Earl  of  Strafford,  who,  when  he. 
could  not  be  reached  by  the  ordinary  laws,  was  Jm- 
peached  in  the  House  of  Commons,  and  who,  when 
sttll  beyond  the  consequences  of  that  judicial  pro- 
ceeding, was  at  last  destroyed  by  the  arbitrary  wicked 
mandate  of  the  Legislature. — ^James  the  Second  lived 
to  ask  assistance  in  the  hour  of  his  distress,  from  those^ 
who  had  been  cut  off  from  the  means  of  giving  it  by 
unjust  prosecutions ;  he  lived  to  ask  support  from, 
the  Earl  of  Bedford  after  his  son  the  unfortunate 
Lord  Russell  had  fallen  under  the  axe  of  injustice : 
^^  I  once  had  a  son,**  said  that  noble  person,  "  who, 

could  have  served  your  Majesty  upon  this  occa-. 

sion,"  but  there  was  then  none  to  assist  him^ 


'  Op  THOMAS  WALKER  AlfD  OTtlfillS.  51  - 

I  caonot  'possibly  tell  hdiv  others  feel  upon  these 
sabjects^  but  I  do  know  h6w  it  is  thdr  interest  to 
fed.  concerning  them  ;*> we  ought  to  be  piersuaded 
that  the  only  way  by  which  Government  can  be  ho*J 
nouraUyOr  safety  supported^   is  by  cultivating  the 
loveafid  afl^tion  of  the  people;— by  showing  them^ 
the  value  of  the  constitution  by  its  protection  ;-^by^' 
making  them  understand  its  principles  by  the  practi«- 
cal  beneiits  derived  from  them; — and  abo^  all^  by 
letting  them  feel  their  security  in  the  administratioil 
of  law  and  justice. — What  is  it  in  the  present  state  of 
that  unhappy  kingdom^  the  contagion  of  which  fills 
us  with  such .  alarm^  that  is  the  just  object  of  terror  ? 
— what^  but  that  accusation  and  conviction  are  the 
same5  ^nd  that  a  false'  witness  or  poller  without  evi^ 
dence  is  a  warrant  for  death !     Not-  so  here ;— *ldng 
may  the  countries  differ!  and  J  am  asking^for  nO^ 
thing  more^  than  that  you  should  decide  according 
to  our  own  wholesome  rales,  by  which  our  govern^ 
ment  was  established^  and  by  which  it  has  been  ever 
protected. — ^Put  yourselves,  Gentlemen,  in  the  place 
of  the  Defendants^  and  let  me  ask,   if  you  were 
brought  before  your  country,   upon  a  charge  sup- 
ported by  no  other  evidence  than  that  which  you 
have  heard  to-day,  and  encountered  by  that  which 
I  have  stated  to  you,  what  would  you  say,  or  your 
children  after  you,  if  you  were  touched  in  your  per- 
sons or  your  properties  by  a  conviction  ?— may  you 
never  be  put  to  such  reflections,  nor  the  country  to 
such  disgrace !    The  best  service  we  can  render  to 
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the  public  is;  that  we  should  live  like  one  hBrmonious 
6inily»  Uiat  we  should  binish  all  isnimomtiei,  jea« 
lousies^  and  suspicions  of  one  another;  andthat^ 
living  under  the  protection  of  a  mild  and  impartial 
justice,  we  should  endeavour,  with  one  heart,  accord* 
log  to  our  best  judgments,  to  advance  the  freedom 
and  maintain  the  security  of  Great  Britain. 

Gentlemen,  I  will  trouble  you  no  funher ;  I  am 
afraid  indeed  I  have  too  long  trespassed  on  your  pa- 
tietioa,  I  wiU  therefore  proceed  to  call  my  witnesses«r 


On  the  twamination  Qfth$  witnesses,  to  the  matters 
sMeniianed  by  Mr.  Ershine  in  his  Speech,  the  witness 
for  tlie  Crownf  Thomas  Dunn,  was  so  entirely  am* 
tradicied,  that  Mr.  Law  interposing^  in  the  manner 
stated  in  the  prtface,  the  trial  ended,  and  Mr.  PFalker 
and  the  other  Defendants  were  acquitted* 
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TRIAL 
THOMAS    HARDY. 

FOR  HIGH  TREASON, 

0 

AT  THB   tISIIONf   HOUlt  IN   THX  0|,0  DAXLIY, 

of  Nofember^  M^^. 


SUBJECT  OF  THE  TRUL. 

We  hav^  not  bem  wUhmU  eamiderahU  difficuliiei  m 
p^^pwring  the  introduciiim  to  Mr.  Erskine*s  Speech 
npon  this  most  tMinordble  Slate  TriaL 

A  was  pur  original  iatenUion^  as  we  haaehtfore 
stated^  to  have  paklkhed  swh  qf  Mr^  Erskhuts 
Speeches  as  we  were  able  to  collect,  ift  the  same  manner 
as  those  <ifihe  Master  Of  the  Rolls  m  Ireland  had  been 
prmted  in  JOublin,  which  led,  as  we  haive  said,  to  the 
present  pubUcation^^rifiving  only,  as  in  thc^  eol^ 
lection,  a  short  aceauniqfthe  occasions  on  wl^ch  th^ 
were  delivered.  But  as  we  advanced  in  the  work,  ime 
festisd  some  qf  the  S^^e^hesp  whieti  wt  had  coUectti,  so 
ekeelg  oonmotedwith  poHtieai  diff^enee^  in  our  own 
limes,  thcft,  to  avoicieeen  the  appearance  ^partiality, 
or  iif  any  desire  M  render  the  work  subservient  to  the 
sdiditnents  or  vieHts  qf  <tny  particular  class^  of  persons^ 
I  hmmmr  evdneatt  ir^aiwe  aUy  to  avoid  the  matt  distant 
t^petsranee  ofentoring  into  the  tp^uted  or  supposed 
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designs  of  the  persons  proseciUed  by  Government^  and 
defended  in  the  Speeches  in  question,  we  found  it  ad^ 
visable,  because  in  those  instances  practicable,  to  print 
not  only  the  Speeches  for  the  Croum-,  but  the  whole  sub^ 
stance  of  the  evidence. ,   This  could  not  be  done,  upon 
the  present  occasion,  without  printing  the  whole  Trial, 
which  occupies  three  large  volumes :  yet,  to  give  to 
iHr.  Erskine*s  Speech — the  pubticatitm  of  which  is  our 
principal  design — its  true  spirit  and  effect,  we.  found 
that  it  would  be  necessary  to^  explain  the  nature  of  the 
arguments  it  opposed,  and  of  the  evidence  which  it  ap^ 
pealed  to,  and  had  prepared  a  concise  statement  of  the 
%^hole  case^^^Still  apprehensive,  •  howkver^    thai   we 
must  be  suspected  of  leaning  to  the  side  of  the  parities 
accused  by  Govemment^^and  be  charged  with  giving 
'a  garbled  publication  from  motives  foreign  to  our  pro- 
fession, -we  resolved^  to  print  the  entire  Speech  lef  the 
Attorney  General,  in  which  he  detailed  the  whole  bo(b/ 
of  the  evidence,  and  also  the  law  respectingMgh  ttea* 
son^  as  he  meant  to  apply  it  against  the  Prisoners^ 
i$hick,  with  the  answer,  to  it  by  Mr^  Ershifiq,'iiriitg$ 
'fSrv:ard  tlie  whole  outline,  of  ^  this    interesting  pro^ 
^eeeding.    -^    '  .  --i  '  -',  -. 

^  Never,  perhaps,  were  any  persons  accus^  of  high 
treason  (certainly  not  since  the  -  govemfMnt  became 
settled  at  the  Revolution)  exposed  to  such  great  difi^ 
tulties  in  mmhing  their  defineei^^Ttunll  be sigen^^  the 
following  Speeches,  and  by  the  Indictment  pr^fix^  to 
'  them,  tfuit  the  Prisoners  were  charged  with  coiMpamng 
and  imagining  thfi  death  of  the  King,  the  ovm^  \iiipt 


hang  ^xit^ispirdcyy  wkkh^  thoitgh  fhasked  under  the 

pretence  ofphcuring  by  legal'  means  a  rrform  in  the 

Commons  House  of  ParHamenty  had  for  its  real  ob^* 

Ject  the  subversion  by  rebellious  force  of  the  whoh 

frame  of  the  4:onstitutiim  of  the  country. 

*  In  support  of  this  Indictment  it  xiAll  be  seen  by  the 
foitmingSpeecheSy  that  the  evidence  for  the  Crowns 
Hm  divided  into  txvo  distinct  branches^  viz.  to  estMishi 
Jirstj  *  that  suck  a  conspiracy  existed^  and  secondly i 
to  prove  that  the  Prisoners  were  parties  toit.^^This 
bourse  of  proceeding  had  been  sanctioned  by  the  opi^ 
fnoris  of  the  Judges  tipdn  other  trialSy  but  the  adoption 
of  il  vpmthis  occasiony  however  legale  undoubt^ify 
exposed  the  Prisoners  to  great  peril  of  prejudgment f 
Secdush  almost  the  whole  of  the  evidence  grven  by  the 
Crou'h  against  them  had  been  collected  by  both  Heuses 
of  Parliament  just  before  the  trial;  bnd  printed  By 
thd^  duihdrity,  and  a  Statute  *  hadtven  been  pas^y 
declarlh-^'  that  the  treacherous  conspiracy  whiek^cbn*^ 
if^tfiid^^ifie  Jtrst^mdHery  important'  branch  of.  tki 
ehS^c^r  ^W  ^^  foci  exist  xmthin '  ththingdom.'^We 
s^  k  ^erymportlnrt  branch  of  th&  etiSencCj  because 
nhdotSfe^y;  if  the  Jury  ""had  coniidered  thai  the  evi^ 
dence  supported  the  trutHof  the  preamble  to  the  Am 
^  ^nfM/nenty  ^tkeWrkoners  mu^  hat&  been  in'^^^^ 

'f  formed  foi  4Qbverting  the, existing  laws  and  constitution^  and  fpf 
^^introducing  thesjrsStem  of  an^t-cbiy  and  cor)fnsion/ which  has  $o 
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tpdfitahh  mtftout  bail,  p^simf  ^^s^  m  cusia^,^ 
W  wspwion  of  iemg  engaged  hfJk^  ftknc  emspin^f 
w  mho  should  be  thp'eqfttr  cotfimtuif  m  that  accotcki^*' 
With  regariHQ  fUif  4^t  ^Jp49rlmmcnt^  H  h  um 
fmibki  m  tii^  (m  hand^  /^  flp^  thfi  comtiiutimal 
campeHncjf  of  Farlktmefit  tg  dfflare  the  ^ktmce  of. 
a^mg'^TQm  and  oxtmd^d  (W^r^f^y^  fudnt^igtring  pat 
cn^  thc^s^^fy^  but  the  *oerg  e^ence  of  the  JStai/^'^w 
Qu  the  other  imdy  thep^^ow  ^o  may  become  oh^ 
tw^out  tawspicimt  and  be  subjected  to  public  po^ 
if^tion  in  eemequence  qf  ^t^ch  a  legislative  prp^pf^ 
wg,  came  ^o  ^  triaf  tmfe:^  se^mnghf  imurvmm^fAfji^ 
^dvatftagee.^ 

,  Jn  the  very  c^vj^are  ue,  ihf  pm  HQUm  ^  J^0p\ 
Ugmeipt  bad  collected  and  arranged  the  p^eater,  part 
^  ahe  writt^  widmce  oftfrmMf  prodfiCe4,  ^  ^A^; 
(^mn  agmwt  the  fris^ers^  qpd  in  the  prea^^  ^ 
ii^eM^  hfid  gvow.  it  the  charaeter^  a  defesfM^ 
flfttspird^  ta.suiwrt  tkemwprchy,  aHhaffg%^4»  h^ 
^im  already  Hate4,  ike  ingffiryqf  t^  fyr^  ^^KT.^ 
ti^di^d  iiup  tz^  brm^hesr^jf^ifft,  wMM^>i^ 
defife^  great  pa^:^  ^ic^  if^bm  ^  cotlcfted^ 
§if^^Kfd  in  FarU^mmt  9nd\p*bfiih^d^  ^^mtiA$e4 
tji*  de^l(pcation,mnie  in  the  pt:^ml(ffi  «/".  f^.^  ^ 
the  existence  of  such  a  conspiracy  to  subvert  the  Go* 
9ei^nmiMi  dfutseoondfyr  mh^hirtke  F^iismktV  kad 
rnnf  and  what  share  in  it-^N&w  it  is  m&st  plwi&us^ 
th^t  ifi  ifi  deference  to  the  Judgment  of  Parlfarnent^ 
the^r^  part  of  this  divi^n  h94^:^^S^H^     Jt^s 


Jkry,  a&d  the  law  of  high  treason,  as  stated  by  the- 
Vatin^fr  fhf*  6;rwmi  ihfd  peeu'  ad^fed}  the.  Pmmers 

emdd  scarcely  _  l^ave  had  any  defence^  as  they  then 
must  have  been  taken,  upon  the  whole  of  the  evidence, 
to  have  been  privy  to  prbeeedhi§s  throughout  the  whole 
hmgdom,  directed  teihtmh3ieitiMi>f  the  monarchy, 
and  destrudiM'of  tie 'J[ingn  '    . 

jill  that  can  be  said,  qpofi  sUch  a  eiaseis,  first,  that 
dependence  must  be  had  vp^n  the  salted  trust  of 
the  Legislature,  not  withouturffent  necesHty  to  adopt 
such  a  proceedtsag  ;  and  car0dii/t  to  consider  the  fair 
f6tf|{l|[  of  the  mdence^  wbem  wiade  the  ifKh^r^fffft^  of 
^n  jfctofPa^Ua^ent  i  andi^eco^y,  that  fke  Briti^ 
^muitution  prp^ides  for  the  safety,  f/*  all  mhe^  liw^jthe 
h^iMss  to  {iu^  under  Us  prateatiw^^  ^J/^JWH^^ 
twelve  men,  to  be  taken  frqjiikth^:mf^  ijftM:  j^f^fhf 
iJke  privilege  :^md  the  duiy  tQ  4tifi*ju4g^wA^i'pf^(ill 
^fm  the  aut^fity.qf  Par^an^efit  maffi^e{  iji^Mhil0 
Ifif^.th  h^,  aa^id  oU  thutthe^leo^img  ^  i^  iMsff 
my  con^id*r4f^'beti^appljifiatim4ifjiehw^ 

liinthajtrei^ct,  ^hateuernkaybethe,fnffi^if$,tifthi^ 
ctue,  wdftJ^fever,  amdfithew^  ^Ju4prm^ 
Im^fxe^^wary,  mfiy  h-^h.^treiKliif^  ^mviiifimr 
ftmi9f  MrtMf^ml.  1^  4^¥ry.ffimrever,b^,  df^.j^f 
]lSmgM$h9m9t'w7^  nerdift,  qfgo^t^l,:  immi<fif 

^ving  emwir^^mfnt  tj9t  whgf^^^  ^w4  ^  sedifm: 

mi^ht.him^ftisti^j^^  fhft  periodr prod^q»i  m taiftK 

verwi  ^irif^jqf  c^mem  an4  i^fi^d^nfo  i>  tkierp^f^fi^. 

J^fo^ng,  iftfk^  ff<pW  moTfi  prcfperly  «apq<«,  jt^A^vr^Mir 
Jaws. 
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SESSION  HOUSE  IN  THE  OliD  BAILEY, 

« 
f  •  t  .         • 

Saturday y  October  25  th,  1794. 

paSSBNT. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Etrb  ; 
Lord  Chief  Baron  MacdonalD  ;  .\ 

•     ..        Mr.  Baron  Hotham; 

'    Mr.  Justice  BpLLBB ;  -     \\ 

Mr.  Justice  Grosb  ; 
And  others  His  Majesty*s  Justices^  &e. 

*  TrtOMAs  Hardy,    John  Horne  Tookb,   Joh* 

AuGTJisTUS    Bonnet,    Stewart   Kyd,    Jeremiah 

3bYCB,  Thomas  HotcROPx,  John  Richtbr>  John 

Thblwall,  and  John  Baxter,  were  arraigned,  and 

reversilly  pleaded  Not  guilty.  '  '  '■  * 

Thte  Indictment  charged,  that  the  Prisoners,  behig 

Butjects  of  our  Lord  the  King,  not  having  the  Iffeiir 

feCGod  in  their  hearts,  nor  weighing  the<luty  of  theft 

allegianccf^  but  being  moved  and  sedufced  by  the^iii^ 

%tigati6n  of  the  devif^  as  fake  traitors  against  our  said 

ItiofHI^Wc  King,  their  supreme,  true,  lawful-,  and'ttll^ 

doubted  lord,  and  vAitlDv  withdrawing'  the  cordfaft 

1i>ve  )athd  true  and  du)& '  cl>edi)enee  Vhiih  bv^  tf Git 

'Aii  fii&ifvl  subject  of  our  said  Lord  the  King  shoiiftl 

arfo  of  rfj^t  ought  to  bear  towards  ofirr 'said  Lotd  t\9t 

•Kingj^ahd 'Coritrivrng,  and  with  ^all  fhetr  strength 

•ihtehdir^,^  friitorously  to  break  and  disturb  the  peace 

-sM  coMJmon  trahquillity  of  this  kingdom  of  Great 

WiMi^'^^  aVid  ib  stir,  move,  and  excite  insol^rebiEidii^ 


idieltioa,  BDd  war  iigainst  oar  said  Lord  the  King 
within  this  kingdom,  and  to  subvert  and  alter  the 
legislature,   rule,    and  government  now  <kily  und 
happily  established  in  this  kingdom,  and  to  depose 
our  said  Lord  the  King  from  the  royal  state,  title, 
power,  and  government  of  this  kingdom,   and  to 
.bring  and  put  our  said  Lord  the  King  to  death,  on 
the  first  day  of  March,  in  the  thirty* third  year  of 
the  reign  of  our  Sovereign  Lord  the  now  King,  and 
^n  divers  other  days  and  times,  maliciously  and 
traitorously,  with  force  and  arms,  &c.  did  amongst 
^themselves,   and  together  with  divers  other  &Ise 
^traitors,  to  the  said  Jurors  unknown,  conspire,  com« 
pass,   imagine,  and  intend  to  stir  up,   move,  and 
excite  insurrection,  rebellion^  and  war  against  our 
.said  Lord  the  King,  within  this  kingdom  of  Greaft 
'Britain,  and  to  subvert  and  alter  the  legislature, 
rule,  and  government  now  duly  and  happily  elsta- 
*blished  within  tins  kingdom  of  Great  Britain,  and  to 
i  depose  our  said  Lord  the  King  from  the  royal  state, 
:  title,  power,  and  government  of  this  kingdom,  and 
,to  bring  and  put  our  said  hovA  the  King  to  death « 
.And  that  to  fulfil,  perfect,  and  bring  to  eflect  their 
.most  qvil  and  wicked  treason  and  treasonable  ccmi* 
vpassiiigs  and  im^nations  aforesaid,  they,  with  force 
,and  ^rmf,,  maliciously  and  traitorously  did  meet, 
,4oonspire,  consult,  and  agree  among  themselves,  and 
< together  with  divers  other  £dse  traitors,  to  the  said 
/inrors  Unknown,  to  cause  and  procure  a  convention 
,  and 'meeting  of  divers  subjects  of  our  said  Lord  the 


00  xkdi<;tmixt  against 


to'bcf  $88tti)bled  and  held  witiom  this  l^tngdotei 
with  intent  and  in  order  that  the  persbns  to  be  as^ 
aembled  at  such  convention  and  meetipg  should  and 
might  wickedly  and  traitorously^  without  and  in  de^ 
jRauce  of  the  authority^  and  against  the  will  of  the  P^<- 
liament  of  this  kingdotn,  subvert  and  alter^  and  cause 
io  be'  subverted  and  altered,  the  legislature^  rule^  aoA 
government  now  duly  and  happily  established  in  thia 
kmgdom,  and  depose  and  cause  to  be  deposed  cm 
said  Lord  the  King  from  the  royal  state,  title,  power, 
find  government  thereof*  And  further  to  fulfil,  petv 
feet,  and  to  bring  to  effect  their  mo$t  evil  and  wid^ed 
treason  and  treasonable  oompassings  and  imaginations 
aioresaid^  aqd  in  order  the  more  readily  and  effbotu^ 
4Uy  tQ  assemble  such  eofiventipn  and  meeting  as 
aforesaid,  for  the  traitorous  purposes  aforesaid,  and 
thereby  to  accomplish  the  same  purposes,  they,  to- 
gether with  divers  other  false  traitors,  to  (be  Jurors 
uokopwni  maliciously  and  traitorously  did  oManpoae 
and  write^y  aiid  did  thea  and  there  maliciously  aikd 
tfaitproosly  cau$e  to  be. composed,  sod  written^  dtters 
bopks>. pamphlets,  letters,  instructiont,  resolntioiii^ 
oi4ers>  declarations*  presses,  and  wdtinga^  and  did 
then  iiild  there  lAslitciaasly  and  traitorously  pubBsb, 
andl  d&d  tbea  and  there  maliciously  axid  traitotx>ii^y 
caui^  tb  be  publishedv:  divers  other  b6uks„  pampfaAeli, 
letters^  inatruieticna,  resoluliotis^  ordbra,  dedamtaimaj 
addresses*  and  wr}tin|[d,  «tbe  said  books,,  pamphlets, 
letters,  instructions,:  iteaolutions^  ordeas,  dedaratiom, 
addresses^  And  writings  so  respeetively  omspdaed, 
written,  published,  and  caused  to  be  composed,  writ« 
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taai  and  published,  purporting  and  containing  thereini 
amodg  olhar  things,  incitements,  encouragements, 
and  exhortations  to  move,  induce,  and  persuade  the 
subjects  of  our  said  Lord  the  King  to  choose,  depute, 
and  Send,  and  cause  to  be  chosen,  deputed,  and  sent^ 
persons  as  delegates,  to  compose  and  constitute  such 
convention  and  meeting  aa  aforesaid,  to  be  so  holden 
as  aforesaid,  for  the  traitorous  purposes  aforesaid. 
And  further  to  fulfil,  perfect,  and  bring  to  effect 
their  most  evil  and  wicked  treason  and  treasonable 
compassings  and  imaginations  aforesaid,  and  In  order 
the  more  readily  and  effectually  to  assemble  such 
convention  and  meeting  as  aforesaid,  for  the  trai*- 
toroua  purposes  aforesaid,  and  thereby  to  accompli^ 
the  same  purposes,  they  did  meet,  consult,  and  de«^ 
liberate  among  themselves,  and  together  ifith  divert 
other  false  traitors,  to  the  said  Jurors  unknown,  of 
and  concerning  the  caUtiig  and  assembling  such  cori-i^ 
vention  and  meeting  as  aforesaid,  for  the  traitoroui 
purposes  aforesaid,  and  how,  when,  and  where  such 
convention  and  meeting  should  be  assentbled  and  - 
held,  and  by  what  means  the  subjects  of  our  said 
Lord  the  King  should  and  might  be  induced  and 
mo^ed  to  send  persons  as  delegates  to  compose  and 
constitute  the  same.    And  further  to  fulfil,  perfect, 
and  bring  to  effisct  their  most  evil  and  wicked  treason 
and  treasonable  compassings  and  imaginations  afore^ 
said,  and  in  order  the  more  readily  and  effectually  to 
assemble  such  convention  and  meeting  as  aforesaid, 
for  the  traitorous  purposes  aforesaid,  and  theitby  to 
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accomplish  the  same  purposes^  maliciously  and  tr^-^' 
torously  did  consent  and  agree  that  the  said  Jere-«* 
ini£|h  Joyce,  John  Augustus  Bonney^  John  Horne- 
Tooke,  Thomas  Wardle,  Matthew  Moore,  Johir 
Thelwally  John  Baxter,  Richard  Hodgson^  one  Johti- 
Lovett^  otie  William  Sharp,  and  one  John  Pearson^; 
should  meet,  confer,  and  co-operate  among  them-^ 
selves,  and  together  with  divers  other  false  traitors,  to 
the  Jurors  unknown,  for  and  towards  the  calling  and 
assembling,  such  convention  and  meeting  as  aforesaid,' 
for  the  traitorous  purposes  aforesaid.  And  further  to^ 
folfil,  perfect,  and  bring  to  effect  their  most  evil  and 
wicked  itreason  and  treasonable  compassings  and  itna^ 
gin&tions  aforesaid,  they  maliciously  and  traitorous!/ 
did  cause  and  procure  to.be  made  and  provided,  and 
4\d  then  and  there  tiialictously  and  traitorously  ooh-^^ 
sent  and  agree  to  the  making  and  providing  of  divers 
arms  atid  ofTensive  weapons,  to  wit,  guns,  muskets, 
pikes,  and  axes,  for  the  purpose  of  arming  divers 
subjects  of  our  said  Lord  the  King,  in  order  and  to 
the  intent  that  the  same  subjects  should  and  might 
tinlawfully,  forcibly,  and  traitorously  oppose  and 
withstand  our  said  Lord  the  King  in  the  due  and 
^\^ful  exercise  of  his  royal  power  and  authority  in 
^  execution  of  the  laws  and.  statutes  of  this  realm j 
and  should  and  might  unlawfully,  forcibly,  and  trai-i 
torously  subvert  and  alter,  and  aid  and  assist  in  sub^ 
verting  and  altering,  without  and  in  defiance  of  the 
authority  and  against  the  will  of  the  Parliament  of 
this  kingdom^   the  legislature^   rule^  and  govern* 


to^nt  ppw  duly  and  happily  estaWjshed  in  tbi^'kin^ 
d^ciij  and  depofi^^  and  aid  and  assist  ia  d^iOsiog^  our 
saj^  Lord  the  Kjlng  froni  the  rOyal  atate^  titl^^  pow^tv 
and  government  of  this  kingdom.  And  further  t9 
^ilfily  perfect,  at)d  bring  to  effect  their  moH  evil  aod 
wtcke4  treason  and  treasonable  pojoipassings  and  ioMt^ 
gipations,  aforesaid,  they  with  force  and  arnos  malir 
c^>usiy  and  traitorously  did  meet,  oonspire^  cbroiilt;, 
and  ag^ee  among  themselves  to  raise,  levy,  and  Aiak^ 
insurrection,  rebellion,  and  j^ar  within  this  kiklgdom 
of  Great  Britain,  against  our  ^id  Lord  the  King^ 
And  further  to  fulfil,  perfect,  and. bring  to  dEkct 
their  most  evil  and  wicked  treason  and  treasonable 
poppassings  and  imaginations. aforesaid^  they  mali^ 
ciously  and  traitorously  did  meet,  conspire,  consult^ 
and  agree  amongst  themselves,  and  together  with 
divers  other  false  traitors,  to  the  Jurors  uoknown, 
Ujnlavvfully,  wickedly,  and  traitorously  to.si^bvert  and 
alter^  and  cause  to  be  subverted  and  altered,  the  ler 
gislatnre,  rule^  and  government  now  duly  and .  hap* 
pily  established  in  this  kingdom,  and  to  depose  and 
cause  to  be  deposed  our  said  Lord  the  King  from 
the  royal  state,  title,  power,  and  government  of  this 
kingdom.     And  further  to  fulfil,  perfect,  and  bring 

to  effect  their  most  evil  and  wicked  treason  and  trear 

»   •  •  • 

fionable  compassings.  and  invaginations  aforesaid;  and 
jn  order  the  more  readily  and  effectually,  to  bring 
about  such  subversion,  alteration,  and  deposition  as 
last  aforesaid,  they  maliciously  and  traitorously  did 
prepare  and  compose,  and  did  then  and  there  malir 


^OMlf  and  tiiaitorchttly  q|uf<e  AtiA  pfdcurt  to  be  fire'* 
pttTodatid^oftipoded^  divers  books  J  pmnphlets^  leCUm^ 
•dedumtkuiiy  inatruoCioiMj  resolutiOfis^  orders^  ad«- 
<Ar6fide0>  and  writings^  atid  did  then  and  there  nialf^ 
4xoueIy  and  traitorously  publish  and  diftperse^  and  did 
thM  ^BJSd  there  maliciously  and  traitorously  canse  and 
l>roeure  to  be  pablishdd  and  dtspiersed^  diyers  odier 
books,  pamphlets,  letters,  declarations, '  insCructiotta^ 
resolutkMfis,  orders,  addresses,  and  wHttngs,  the  said 
aev^eral  books^  pamj^Iet^,  letters,  declarations,  in*^ 
att^idtion^,  rescJutiG^ns,  orders,  addresses,  and  writ*^ 
ings  so  respectively  prepsred>  conf^posed,  published, 
^isf)ersed5  and  caused  to  be  prepared,  composed, 
lioblisbed,  and  dispersed,  as  last  aforesaid,  purport- 
ihg  and  oonMning  therein  (amongst  other  things) 
ifidtements,  edcotiragements,  and  exhortations,  to 
move,  induce,  and  persuade  the  subjects  of  our  said 
liorci  and  King  to  aid  and  assist  m  carrying  into 
effe^  such  traitorous  subversion,  alteration,  and  de^ 
position  as  last  afot;e6atd,  and  also  containing  therein 
{amongst  other  things)  information,  instructionSji 
and  directions  to  the  subjects  of  our  said  Lord 
the  King,  how,  when,  and  upon  what  occasions 
the  traitorous  purposes  last  aforesaid  should  and 
might  be  carried  into  effect.  And  further  to  fulfill 
perfect,  and  bring  to  effect  their  most  evil  and 
)vicked  treason  and  treasonable  compassings  and 
imaginations^  aforesaid,  they  did  maliciously  and  trai» 
toi^osly  consent  and  agree  to  the  procuring  and  pro- 
viding arms  and  offensive  weapons,  to  wit,  guns, 
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.'muskets^  pikes,  and  ax^,  therewith  to  levy  and  wage 
*  war,  insurrection,  and  rebellion  against  oar  said  Lord 
the  King  within  this  kingdom,  against  the  duty  of 
their  allegiance^  against  the  peace  of  our  said  Lord  the 
.  now  King,  his  crown  and  dignity,  and  against  the 
form  of  the  statute  in  that  case  made  and  provided. 


Mr.  Attorney  General  stated  to  the  Court,  that 
he  had  been  informed  by  the  Counsel  for  the  Pri- 
soners, it  was  their  wish  the  Prisoners  should  be 
tried  separately*  It  was  therefore  his  intention  to 
proceed  first  on  the  trial  of  Thomas  Hardy. 

At  the  request  of  the  Prisoner's  Counsel,  the  Court, 
adjourned  to  Tuesday,  October  the  28th. 


On  Tuesday  the  28th  of  October,  the  Attorney 
General  opened  the  Case  for  the  Crown  against  the 
Prisoner  Thomas  Hardy,  in  the  following  Speech. 

MAY    IT    PLEASE    YOUR    LORDSHIP    AND 
GENTLEMEN    OF    THE    JURY, 

In  the  course  of  stating  what  I  have  to 
offer  to  your  most  serious  attention  in  this  great  and 
weighty  cause,  affecting,  as  it  certainly  does,  the 
dearest  interests  of  the  community,  affecting,  as  you 
will  remember  throughout  this  business,  every  inte- 
rest which  can  be  valuable  to  the  Prisoner  at  the  bar, 
I  shall  have  frequent  occasion  to  call  that  anxious 
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attention  to  the  different  parts  of  the  Indictment 
which  has  just  been  opened  to  you.  I  forbear  to  do 
190  at  this  moment^  because  I  think  that  attention  will 
be  more  usefully^  both  with  respect  to  the  public^  and 
to  the  Prisoner,  given  and  required  in  another  part 
of  what  I  am  to  address  to  you. 

Gentlemen,  the  Prisoner,   who  is  before    you, 
stands  charged  (to  state  the  Indictment  generally) 
with  the  offence  of  compassing  His  Majesty's  death ; 
he  was-  committed,  upon  that  charge,  by  His  Ma- 
jesty's R-ivy  Council :  I  will  explain  to  you  presently 
^hy  I  state  this  and  the  following  facts.     In  conse*^ 
quence  of  the  apprehension  of  this  Prisoner^  of  several 
others  charged  by  this  Indictment,  and  of  others^ 
whose  names  do  not  occur  in  this  Indictment^  pro- 
ceedings of  some  notoriety  were  had  in  Parliament, 
and  an  Act  passed,  empowering  His  Majesty  to  de- 
tskin  such  persons  as  he  suspected  were  conspiring 
against'  his  government.      That  Act  has  asserted, 
that  a  traitorous  and  detestable  conspiracy  had  beeii 
formed  for  subverting  the  existing  laws  and  govern- 
ment of  the  country,  and  for  introducing  that  sys- 
tem .of  anarchy  and  confusion,  which  had  so  fatally 
prevailed  in  France ;  the  Act,  upon  the  spur  of  the 
emergency,  which  it  contemplated,  authorized   th^ 
detention  without  bail,  mainprize,  or  discharge,  of. 
the  persons  then  in  prison  for  high  treason,  or  trea- 
sonable practices,  or  who  should  afterwards  be  conri- 
mitted,  for  high  treason  or  treasonable  practices,  by 
warrants  from  the  Privy  Council  or  Secretary  of  State^ 
unjtil  the  first  of  February  1 795. 


GetiHAemen,  this  measure^  which  did  not  suspend 
the  opek'ation  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  Act,  that  great 
palladium  of  Englii^h  liberty,  but  with  reference  to 
particular^  persons,  Under  particular  commitmentSi 
for  particular  offences,  is  a  measure  never  adopted  in 
this  country  by  Parliament  but  in  cases^  in  which  it 
is  understood,  after  giving  all  possible  attention  to 
secure  the  right  of  the  subject  from  being  broken  in 
upon,  to  be  of  the  last  possible  necessity,  and  which 
has  been  repeatedly  put  in  force,  in  the  best  of  times; 
in  such  eases,  where  thie' wisdom  of  PaHiamefnt  ap* 
prehehded  that  it  was  matter  of  their  duty  to  provide 
that  the  nation  should  part  with  its  liberty  for  a  while, 
that  it  might  not  lose  it  for  ever. 

Gentlemen,  appearing  before  you  this  day  in  dis- 
charge of  that  duty,  which  I  have  been  commandecl 
to  execute,  and  the  execution  of  which  appears  to 
me  to  be  absolutely  necessary,  you  Will  collect  from 
the  fact  that  I  do  appear  here  this  day,  thiat,  accord^- 
ing  to  the  true  constitutional  meaftiing  of  such  an 
Act  of  Parliament,  it  is  not  that  the  trial  of  such 
persons  shall  be  delayed  during  the  period  of  the 
suspension  of  the  Act,  but  that  the  Act  shall,  with 
reference  to  the  time  of  trial,  be  allowed,  in  the  right 
execution  of  it,  an  operation  only  to  that  extent,  in 
\fhich  the  due  consideration  of  the  public  safety, 
tempered  with  a  due  attention  to  the  liberty  of  the 
individual  subject,  may  require. 

Gentlemen,  the  proceedings  of  the  Legislature 
having  been  such  as  I  have  stated  to  you,  His  Mil- 
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jesty,  constitutionally  advised  in  the  exercise  of  his 
duty,  as  the  great  conservator  of  the  public  peacCi 
directed  a  commission  .  to  issue  to  inquire  whether 
pny  such  treasons^  as  the  presumption  of  such  a 
traitorous  conspiracy  roust  necessarily  suppose  to 
have  existed,  had  been  committed  by  any  persons, 
and  by  whom.  In  the  execution  of  the  duties  of 
that  commission,  a  Grand  Jury  of  this  county^  upon 
their  oaths,  have  declared  that  there  is  ground  of 
charge  against  the  person  at  the  bar,  and  against 
others,  sufficient  to  call  upon  them,  in  a  trial  to 
be  had  before  you,  their  country,  to  answer  to  an 
aceusation  of  high  treason,  in  compassing  His  Ma- 
jesty's death. 

Gentlemen,  I  have  stated  these  circumstances,  that 
:I  may  convey  to  youj  in  as  strong  terms  as  I  can  ex- 
press it,  this  observation^  that,  as  the  proceedings 
of  Parliament  ought  to  have  had  (and  I  am  per- 
suaded, from  the  deliberation  which  they  gave  the 
subject,  that  they  had)  no  influence  upon  the  judicial 
mind  of  the  Grand  Inquest^  neither  ought  these 
proceedings  to  affect  your  inquiries,  or  to  induce 
you  to  any  determination,  which  yon  are  to  make 
upon  the  issue,  which  you  are  now  sworn  to  try. 

Gentlemen,  there  is  no  one  circumstance  of  .any 
proceedings  before  Parliament,  with  reference  Jto 
which  you  ought  to  suffer  yourselves  to  be  influenced 
in  the  trial  of  this  issue.  It  is  obvious  that  such 
proceedings,  as  were  had  in  Parliament,  providing 
.for  great  emergencies,  may  be  required  and  autho- 
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rized  by  the  genuine  spirit  of  the  constitution^  even 
in  cases  in  which  a  Grand  Jury  might  not,  upon  any 
thing  that  could  be  offered  to  their  consideration, 
be  justified  in  finding  a  bill :  it  is  much  more  ob* 
vious,  that,  in  a  proceeding  before  you,  a  considera- 
tion of  the  wisdom  and  propriety  of  the  acts  of  the 
Legislature  is  not  called  for. 

You  therefore.  Gentlemen  of  the  Jury,  will  con- 
sider the  Prisoner  as  standing  before  you  in  full  pos* 
session  of  an  absolute  right  to  the  presumption  of 
innocence,  notwithstanding  he  is  charged  with  guilt 
by  this  Indictment,  as  you  will  hear,  except  so  far 
as  that  presumption  is  met  by  the  single  simple  fact, 
that  he  has  been  accused  by  a  Grand  Jury  of  his 
country. 

Gentlemen,  before  I  conclude  these  general  ob- 
s,ervations,  you  will  permit  me  to  say,  on  the  other 
hand,  that,  if  there  has  been  any  thing  that  has  fallen 
under  your  observation,  by  act  or  publication — ^any 
attempt  to  make  any  impression  upon  the  minds  of 
those  who  are  this  day  imparineiled  to  try  this  great 
cause,  to  disparage  that  advice,  which,. under  the 
most  responsible  sanction,  may  be  given  you  in  mat- 
ter of  law,  to  work  in  your  minds  any  prejudice  either 
against  the  Prisoner,  or  on  the  Prisoner's  behalf;  on 
the  one  hand  I  am  perfectly  sure  that  your  integrity 
will  be  security  to  the  public,  that  you  will  not  perr 
mit  any  attempt  of  that  kind  to  have  any  operations 
on  the  other  band.  Gentlemen  of  the.  Jury,  I  am 
equally  sure  that  I  need  not  ask  from  an  English  Jury, 
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that  Ibey  would  permit  no  sueh  attempt  to  prgadice 
them  against  the  Prisoner  at  the  bar, — no,  not  even 
an  injudicious  or  ill-executed  attempt,  to  influence 
them  in  his  favour. 

Gentlemen,  in  order  to  understand  the  law  of 
treason,  and  the  Indictment,  I  shall  take  the  liberty 
first  to  state  to  you  the  character  which  I  apprehend 
the  King,  for  the  protection  of  whose  person  and 
government  the  statute  in  question  was  made,  has  in 
the  state  and  constitution  of  this  country. 

Gentlemen,  the  power  of  the  State,  by  which  I 
mean  the  power  of  making  laws,  and  enforcing  the 
ekecutipn  of  them  when  made,  is  vested  in  the  King; 
enacting  laws,  in  the  one  case,  that  is,  in  his  legis- 
lative  character,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent 
of  the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal,  and  of  the  Com- 
mons in  Parliament  assembled,  assembled  according 
to  the  law  and  constitutional  custom  of  England;  iqi 
the  other  case,  executing  the  laws,  when  made,  in 
subservience  to  the  laws  so  made,  and  with  the  ad- 
vice, which  the  law  and  the  constitution  have  as- 
signed to  him  in  almost  every  instance,  in  which  they 
have  called  upon  him  to  act  for  the  benefit  of  the 
subject.  The  King's  authority,  under  the  check  of 
'constitutional  and  legal  provisions  and  limitations^ 
convenes  and  regulates  the  duration  and  existence  of 
Parliament,  convening  those  whom,  according  to 
the  law  and  custom  of  the  country,  he  is  bound  to 
convene.  The  King,  in  his  Parliament,  sitting  in 
his  royal  political  capacity,  and  the  Lords  and  Comr 
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nions  there  a^sembled^  form  the  great  body  politic 
of  the  kingdom,  by  which  is  exerorsed  sovereign 
authority  in  legislation.  Gentlemen,  whilst  the  pre- 
sent law,  the  present  constitution,  and  present  go- 
vernment of  Great  Britain,  exist,  no  law  can  be 
made  but  by  that  authority ;  no  legislative  power  can 
be  created  against  the  will,  and  in  defiance  of  that  au- 
thority. Whether  in  any,  or  in  what  circumstancesi, 
an  attempt  to  create  such  a  power  is  a,  treason  forbid*- 
den  by  the  statute  of  the  25th  of  Edward  III.  I  pro- 
pose to  examine  presently* 

Gentlemen,  as  in  the  King  the  power  of  legislar 
tion  is  vested,  as  well  as  the  executive  power  of  the 
state,  to  be  exercised  with  consent  and  advice,  to  b^ 
exercised  according  to  those  laws,  which  are  the 
birthright  and  inheritance  of  the  subject^  having 
upon  him  the  care  and  protection  of  the  community^ 
to  him,  in  return,  the  allegiance  of  every  individual 
is,  according  to  the  law  of  England,  due;  that  aller 
giance,  by  which  the  subject  is  bound,  in  the  lanr 
guage  of  the  statutes  of  this  country,  to  defend  him 
^^  against  all  traitorous  conspiracies  and  attempt^ 
'*  whatsoever,  which  shall  be  made  against  his. per^ 
"  son,  his  crown,  or  his  dignity."  ^ 

Gentlemen,  to  ascertain  to  whom  this  care  and 
protection  is  committed — to  ascertain  to  whom  this 
allegiance  is  due,  the  breach  of  which,  according  tp 
the  venerable  Lord  Hale,  constitutes  high  treason, 
is.  necessary  to  the  p?ace  of  the  community — to 
ascertain  and  to  define  accurately  what  constitutes  9 
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breach  of  that  allegiance,  is  essentially  and  absolutely 
necessary  to  the  security  of  all  that  our  ancestors 
have  claimed,  demanded,  and  insisted  upon,  as  the 
ancient,  undoubted  rights  and  liberties  of  our  coun* 
try. 

Gentlemen,  the  former  of  these  objects  is  secured 
by  the  law  and  constitutional  custom  of  England; 
that  law,  which  alike  secures  to  you  every  right, 
whether  it  be  a  right  of  person,  or  of  property.  It 
has  made  the  crown,  which  His  Majesty  wears,  he- 
reditary (and  I  beg  your  attention  to  that),  subject 
to  limitation  by  Parliament.     The  latter  object  has 

• 

been  most  anxiously  secured  by  the  statute  referred 
to  in  the  Indictment,  which  brings  forward  the 
charge,  the  truth  of  which  you  are  now  to  try. 

Gentlemen,  the  King  having  this  hereditary  crown, 
the  law  and  constitution  have  also  ascertained;  his 
duties— those  duties,  which  it  is  incumbent  upon 
him  to  execute,  for  the  benefit  of  the  subject,  in 
the  execution  of  which  duties  they  have  aided  him 
with  counsel,  and  in  considi^ration  of  which  duties 
they  have  clothed  him  with  dignity,  and  vested  him' 
with  high  prerogatives.  With  respect  to  the  duties 
of  the  King,  they  attach  upon  him  the  instant  he 
becomes  such;  from  the  moment  that  his  titje  ac« 
crues,  iq  the  same  instant  the  duty  of  allegiance  (the 
breach  of  which  is  high  treason)  attaches  to  it;  he 
recognises  these  as  his  duties  in  that  oath,  to  which, 
throughout  this  business,  I  must  again  call  your 
attention,  in  that  q^th  which  he  is  bound  to  tal^e 
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tipon  bim,  at  his  coronation,  to  promise  and  swear 
^*  to  govern  the  people  of  this  country,"  mark  the 
words,  Gentlemen^  **  according  to  the  statutes  in 
Parliament  agreed  vpon,  and  the  laws  and  customs' 
of  the  same ;  that  to  his  power  he  will  cause  law 
in  justice  and  mercy  to  be  administered;  that  he 
^'  will  maintain  the  laws  of  God  and  the  true  profes- 
^^  sion  of  religion  established  by  law." 

Gentlemen,  this  oath,  stated  by  that  great  and 
venerable  constitutional  Judge,  Mr.  Justice  Foster, 
to  be  a  solemn  and  a  public  recognition,  not  only  o^ 
the  duties  of  the  King,  but  of  the  fundamental  rights 
of  the  people,  imposeth  upon  him  (and  throughout 
this  case  it  cannot  be  too  strongly  recollected  that  it 
imposeth  upon  him)  the  most  sacred  obligation  to 
govern  according  to  the  laws  and  statutes  in  Parlia^ 
ment  agreed  upon,  according  to  the  laws  and  customs 
of  the  same  J  and  no  other. 

Gentlemen,  addressing  this  Court,  which  is  a  court 
of  law,  in  which  you,  the  Jury,  are  sworn  to  make 
a  true  deliverance  according  to  the  law  of  England, 
can  I  impress  it  too  strongly  that  it  cannot  be  sup- 
posed by  possibility — not  by  possibility — that  the 
King  can,  consistently  with  his  oath,  and  with  the 
antecedent  duty  recognised  in  the  explicit  engage- 
ment, the  terms  of  which  you  have  heard,  either 
act,  or  permit  himself  to  act,  as  King,  according  to 
any.  rules  of  government,  formed  by'  any  bodies  of 
men,  assuming  any  character,  functions,  or  situa- 
tions, those  rules  of  government  being  meant  to 
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operate  as  laws^  the  statutes  agreed  tipon  in  Parliament, 
and  ike  laws  and  customs  of  the  same,  only  excepted? 

Gentlemen  9  it  seems  to  me  to  follow^  as  a  neces- 
sary conclusion  from  the  reasoning,  to  be  addressed 
to  a  Court  of  law^  not  only  that  those,  who  coQspire 
to  remove  the  King  out  of  the  government  altoge- 
ther, but  that  those,  who  conspire  to  remove  him/ 
unless  he  will  govern  the  people  according  to  laws, 
vhich  are  not  statutes  in  Parliament  agreed  upon, 
and  the  laws  and  customs  of  the  same,  or  as  the 
head  of  a  government,  framed  and  modified  by  any 
authority,  not  derived  from  that  Parliament,  do 
conspire  to  depose  him  from  that  royal  state,  title, 
potper,  and  government^  which  the  Indictment  men^ 
i^ions^  and  to  subvert  and  alter  the  rule  and  govern- 
ment now  establisJied  in  these  kingdoms.  He  ought 
not  so  to  govern — I  say  he  cannot  so  govern — he  is 
bound  to  resist  such  a  project  at  the  hazard  of  all  its 
consequences;  he  must  resist  the  attempt ;  resistance 
necessarily  produces  deposition^  it  endangers  his  life. 

Gentlemen,  to  that  King,  upon  whom  these  du- 
ties attach,  the  law  and  constitution,  for  the  better 
execution^of  them,  have  assigned  various  counsellors^ 
and  responsible  advisers:  it  has  clothed  hitn,  under 
various  constitutional  checks  and  restrictions,  with 
various  attributes  and  prerogatives,  as  necessary  for 
the  support  and  maintenance  of  the  civil  liberties  of 
the  people:  it  ascribes  to  him  sovereignty,  imperial 
dignity,  and  perfection:  and  because  the  rule  and  gO;^ 
vernment,  as  established  in  this  kingdom,  cannoj^ 
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o£Bce,  and  able  to  execute  all  the  duties  from  time 
to  time,  which  1  have  now  stated,  it  ascribes  to  him 
^Iso  that  he  never  ceases  to  exist.  In  foreign  affairs, 
the  delegate  and  representative  of  his  people,  he 
makes  war  and  peace,  leagues  and  treaties  :  in  do* 
piestic  concerns,  he  has  prerogatives,  as  a  constitu- 
ent part  of  the  supreme  legislature ;  the  prerogative 
of  raising  fleets  and  armies :  he  is  the  fountain  of 
justice,  bound  to  administer  it  to  his  people,  because 
it  is  due  to  them  ;  the  great  conservator  of  public 
peace,  bound' to  maintain  and  vindicate  it;  every 
where  present,  that  these  duties  may  no  where  fail 
of  being  discharged ;  the  fountain  of  honour,  office, 
and  privilege ;  the  arbiter  of  domestic  commerce,  the 
head  of  the  national  church. 

Gentlemen,  I  hope  I  shall  not  be  thought  to 
jnispend  your  time  in  stating  thus  much,  because  it 
appears  to  me  that  the  fact,  that  such  is  the  character, 
that  such  are  the  duties,  that  such  are  the  attributes 
and  prerogatives  of  the  King  in  this  country  (all 
existing  for  the  protection,  security,  and  happiness 
of  the  people  in'an  established  form  of  government), 
accounts  for  the  just  anxiety,  bordering  upon  jea- 
lousy, with  which  the  law  watches  over  his  person- 
accounts  for  the  fact  that,  in  every  indictment,  the 
compassing  or  imagining  his  destruction,  or  deposi- 
tion, seems  to  be  considered  as  necessarily  co-exist- 
ing with  an  intention  to  subvert  the  rule  and  go- 
vernment established  in  the  country  :  it  is  a  purpose 
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to  destroy  and  to  depose  hiniy  in  whom  the  supreme 
power,  rule,  and  government,  under  constitutional 
checks  and  limitations,  is  vested,  and  by  whom,  with 
consent  and  advice  in  some  cases,  and  with  advice 
in  all  cases,  the  exercise  of  this  constitutional  power 
is  to  he  carried  on. 

Gentlemen,  this  language,  the  tenour  and  charge 
of  every  indictment,  is  most  clearly  expressed  by 
Lord  Hale,  when  he  says  that  high  treason  is  an  of- 
fence more  immediately  against  the  person  and  go- 
vernment oi  thel^mgi  I  cannot  state  it  more  strongly 
to  you,  or  from  an  authority,  the  authenticity  of 
which  will  be  less  questioned  by  those  who  are  to 
defend  the  Prisoner  at  the  bar,  than  when  I  state  to 
you  the  language  of  one  of  the  counsel  for  Lord 
George  Gordon  upon  the  last  trial  for  high  treason : 
indeed  it  is  no  more  than  what  follows  the  law  of 
England,  as  delivered  by  all  those  great  lawyers, 
whose  authority,  I  am  persuaded,  will  not  be  at- 
tempted to  be  shaken  in  the  course  of  this  trial,^  when 
it  states  this  principle  thus : — •*  To  compass  or 
*'  imagine  the  death  of  the  King,  such  imagination 
'^*  or  purpose  of  the  mind,  visible  only  to  its  great 
'*^  Author,  being  manifested  by  some  open  act,  an 
institution  obviously  directed  not  only  to  the  se- 
curity of  his  natural  person,  but  to  the  stability  oi 
the  government,  the  life  of  the  Prince  being  so 
*^  interwoven  with  the  constitution  of  the  state,  that 
an  attempt  to  destroy  the  one  is  justly  held  ta  be. 
a  rebellious  conspiracy  against  the  other.'*  ' 
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Gentlemen,  it  will  be  my  duty  .to  state;  to  you  pre- 
sently what  is  in  law  an  attempt  against  the  life  of 
the  King.    It  seems^  therefore,  that  when  the  an- 
cient law  of  England  (and  I  would  heg  your  atten- 
tion to  what  I  am  now  stating  to  you),  that  when 
the  ancient  law  of  England  was  changed,  whicb» 
even  in  the  case  of  a  subject,  held  the  intent  to  kill 
homicide,  as  well  as,  in  the. case  of  the  King,  the 
intent  to  kill  or  deposcji  without  the  fact,  where  a 
measure  was  taken  to  effectuate  the  intent,  treason, 
with  a  difference  however  as  to  the  nature  of  the 
acts  deemed  sufGcient,  in  the  one  case,  or  in  the 
other,  to  manifest  the  one  or  the  other  intent,  ^  that 
,  to  use  the  words  of  a  great  and  venerable  authority, 
I  mean  Mr.  Justice  Foster,  "  it  was  with  great  pro- 
"  priety  that  the  statute  of  treason  retained  the ,  ri- 
^^  gour  of  the  law  in  its  full  extent  in  the  case  of  the 
"  King.     In  the  case  of  him,'*  says  he,  *^  whose  life 
/^  must  not  be  endangered,  because  it  cannot  be 
"  taken  away  by  treasonable  practices,  without  in- 
^^  volving  a  nation  in  blood  and  confusion  :  levelled 
"  at  him,  the  stroke  is  levelled  at  the  public  tran- 
"  quillity." 

Gentlemen,  that  it  may  be  fully  understood  what 
,  It  is  that  I  have  to  contend  for  in  the  course  oi  this 
.  trial,  I  put  you  in  mind  again  that  I  have  before 
.  stated,  that,  as  it  is  absolutely  necessary  to  the  secu- 
rity of  individuals,  not  less  necessary  to  the  security 
of  individuals,  than  it  is  necessary  to  the  security  of 
:  the  nation  which  they  compose,  that  the  person  and 
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government  of  the  King  ^ould  be  thus  defend^  ; 
oh  the  other  bamt>  for  the  security  of  the  subject,  ft 
is  equally  necessary  that  the  crime  of  high  treason 
should  not  be  indeterminate,  that  it  should  not  ht 
unascertained,  or  undefined,  either  in  the  law  itself, 
or  in  the  construction  to  be  made  of  that  law; 

Gentlemen,  this  necessity  is  not  to  be  cdlected 
merely  in  this  country  from  reasoning,  though  it 
may  obviously  enough  be  collected  from  reasoning; 
the  ejcperience  of  your  ancestors  has  informed  yoa, 
I  admit  it,  and  I  beg  to  press  it  upon  your  attention, 
as  much  as  any  man  in  this  Court  can  press  it  upon 
your  attention,  the  experience  of  your  ancestors  has 
informed  you,  iti  the  just  and  bitter  complaints  which 
^re.to  be  found  in  their  annals,  of  the  periods,  in  which 
no  man  knew  how  he  ought  to  behave  himself,  to 
do,  speak,  or  say,  for  doubt  of  pains  of  treason, — in 
the  anxiety  with  which  the  statute  of  Edward  III. 
teserved  the  judgment  of  all  treasons  not  there  ex- 
pressly specified — "  that  the  justices  should  tarry 
without  going  to  judgment  of  the  treason,  till  the 
c^use  be  showed  and  declared  beforie  the  King  and 
his  Parliament ;" — ^in  the  expressive  language, 
which  our  ancestors  have  used,  when  the  provisions 
of  the  statute  of  Edward  were  first  introduced  into 
the  code  of  law  under  which  we  live,  and  of  those 
statutes,  by  which  treasons  were  brought  back  to  the 
provisions  of  that  statute,  the  experience  of  your  an- 
cestors, thus,  handed  down  to  you,  has  demonstrated 
this  necessity.     I  admit  too  (and  my  treating  the 
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subject  thus  in  the  outset  may  ultimately  save  your 
time),  that  before  the  statute  was  made,  upon  which 
the  Indictment  proceeds,  the  security  of  the  subjedt 
was  not  sufficiently  provided  for.  I  admit  that  se- 
curity is  not '  sufficiently  provided  for  now,  if  con* 
struction  can  be  allowed  to  give  an  exposition  to  the 
statute,  which  the  Legislature  did  not  intend  it 
should  receive. 

Gentlemen,  upon  each  of  these  heads  it  was  ne- 
cessary for  me  to  trouble  you  with  some,  and  btrt 
with  a  few.  observations. 

That  the  law  of  treason  should  be  determinate  and 
certain,  though  clearly  necessary  for  the  security  of 
the  subject,  is  not  more  necessary  for  their  security, 
than  that  there  should  be  a  law  of  treason,  and  that 
this  law  should  be  faithfully,  duly,  and  firmly 
executed. 

Gentlemen,  every  state  must  have  some  form  or 
regimen  of  government ;  in  other  words,  it  must  de- 
termine by  whom,  and  under  what  modifications, 
the  sovereign  power' is  to  be  exercised  in  the  coun- 
try ;  for  no  government  can  exist,  unless  this  powar 
is  placed  somewhere:  and  the  attempt  to  subvert 
that  power  is,  in  the  nature  of  the  thing,  an^attempt 
to  subvert  the  established  government.  It  is  of 
necessity  that  an  attempt  of  this  sort  should  be 
guarded  against,  by  severer  f)enalties  than  offences, 
which  being  breaches  of  particular  laws,  do  not  en- 
danger the  very  existence  of  the  state  itself,  which 
do  not  involve,  m  the  destruction  of  the  state,  the 
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destruction  of  all  laws,  but  which  lekve  the  law, 
though  violated  in  particular  cases,  sufficient,  in  ge* 
,neral  cases,  for  the  protection  of  the  personal  secu« 
j-ity,  the  liberty  and  happiness  of  the  subject. 

Gentlemen,  this  is  also  the  reasoning  of  that  great 
Judge,  whose  name  I  before  mentioned  to  you,  my 
Lord  Hale : — "  The  greatness  of  the  offence,"  he 
says,  "  and  the  severity  of  the  punishment,  is  upon 
/^  these  reasons : — First,  because  the  safety,  peace, 
/^  and  tranquillity  of  the  kingdom  is  highly  con- 
*'  cerned  in  the  safety  and  preservation  of  the  per- 
"  son,  dignity,  and  government  of  the  King,  and 
*^  therefore  the  laws  of  the  kingdom  have  given  all 
"  possible  security  to  the  King's  person  and  govern- 
"  ment,  and  under  the  severest  penalties/' 

Gentlemen,  tq  describe  this  great  offence  with 
precision  and  accuracy,  was  what  the  Legislature  in 
Edward's  time  proposed,  when  they  enacted  the  sa« 
.cred  statute,  upon  whiph  this  Indictment  is  founded; 
that  statute  was  made  for  the  more  precise  definition 
of  this  crime,  which,  by  the  common  law,  had 
not  been  sufficiently  extended,  and  "  the  plain  un- 
*^  extended  letter  of  it,"  you  will  mark  the  words, 
*^  the  plain  unextended  letter  of  it  was  thought  to  be 
'^  a  sufficient  protection  to  the  person  and  honour 
"  of  the  Sovereign  ;"  but  not  only  to  the  .person  and 
honour  of  the  Sovereign,  but  "  an  adequate  security 
.^^  to  the  laws  committed  to  his  execution" 

« 

Gentlemen,  in  addressing  a  Jury  in  a  court  of  law, 
sworn  to  make  deliverance  •  according   to  that  law 
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ivfiicH  constitutes  the  court  in  which  they  ^sit^  thera 
tu'e  two  propositions^  which  appear  to  me  to  be  alike 
dear :— *the  first  is^  that  I  ought  not^  that  I  caniiot 
dare  to  call  upon  you  to  say,  that  there  has  been 
odmmitted  under  this  statute  any  offence,,  if  the 
^cts  of  the  case  to  be  laid  before  you,  by  plain,  ma« 
Qifest,  authorized  interpretation  of  the  statute,  do 
not  constitute  an  ofience  under  it; — if  tbestatota 
should  seem  to  any  man,  or  to  you,  not  to  be  a 
sufficient  and  adequate  security  to  the  person  add 
hoiMwrr  of  the  Sovereign,  and  the  due  exeMttoli  tl 
the  laws,  it  is  nevertheless  all  the  sedurity  ^hich  thtf 
law  hds  atathbriised  you  to  give  them,  and  God  foN 
bid  Ih^t  you  should  think  of  giving  more.  On  the 
otfter  hand,  you  are  bound  by  your  oalhs,  if*  this 
hwf  hak  been  violated  in  fact,  if  the  fact  of  vidatiotf 
IS  ^rOiired'by  evideflte;'  convincing  in  its  nature,  and 
such  in  its  form,  as  the  law  requires  (for  the  law  in 
thii^se  r^uires  n6t  only  con viticmg",  but  formal 
evidence),  then  you  are  bound  to  give  to  the  persott 
and  honour  of  the  Sovereign,  and  to  the  laws  of  your 
country^  that  protection,  which  a  verdict,  asisertin^ 
in  subatiEince  that  the  stsltute  has  been  violated,  tf^duld 
give,  ahd  which  the  statute  ifntended  should  be 
given* 

Oentlemeh,  men  of  honour  and  of  conscience^ 
acting  under  the  sanction  of  the  bath  they  have  taken; 
must  come  to  the  same  conclusion,  judging  of  the 
same  nicts,  by  the  same  law,  whatever  th^ir  prin-' 
eiplea  of  govemmei^t  may  bf,   unless  they  difi^r 
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upoti  the  effa:t  of  laets  IsikL  l)efore  them*  bi  tht 
tdaA  of  a  peraoa^  whose  nam^  I  fihati  l)a^  abtiiidiat 
re«6Qn  tP  mention  to  you,  m  t^ejcourse^f  thispriK 
m^ing,  Inean  the  wthor  of  the  Rig|it9  of  .M«S# 
charged  wUJh  a  libel  ^gaiast  the  iQionan^  of  Ihe 
country^  it  yvbs  j(i»^ieioiidy»  trulyj  justly,  mdieiwfi^f 
«<kivtted  in  effects  th«t,  if  the  Jfufy  had  ^^mi  mm 
poaed  <^  thsce  are  -ti^lKe  #ii€h  mm  m  tbia  ^mmtrj^ 
of jitpidiUoafi^i  wiishtng  to  overtwn  the  gowrbtnent 
«f  l^frCwqMr^  y«t  adm«»i«terae  thft  law  of  fiqg^aiid^ 
ill  ft  iomil  of  £i%)isk  law,  if  they  w^e  oonnneed 
iMt  tbeii^rUne  bpdj  >llu4iRg  to  that  Jaw»  jiew. dooi^ 
ini(1Md#  )np  mw  .vrpuld  hwe  <rhf^  ^^uty  to  aay 
^K^y  cemld  ^^e^pableof  that  qrmnJtgfiitifit  ibe  iMkbfic^ 
to  think  for  « i9oa»ent  of  qpt  cciwog  to  the  (foMhi'4 
«iOQ»  whi(^  the  #jC^  eal^  -fcfrj  aMordwg  !»>  tfco 
W  by  vhteh  thc^r  were  awom^^o  decide  \ippm  liha 

;  <S<«ptl$«|en>  th<l  ata^tci  upw  whicli.  thia  Jiidiet* 
«M»t  proceeds,  is  to  the  foUowring  ef&ot-Tf tj:  attte& 
^nd  it  ataljea  rnosk  truly),  ^'  ThU  divera  opiiiiom 
'^  hmi^ti  had  hefoi^e  th^s  tuoe/'  that  is,  tbe'2Atb 
SdmrdJJL  "^ inwh^t o^i^e  tres^n  abould  he.aaid^ 
Vpud  HI  vh»t  iwt  ^i  ttw  ^ing,  f(|  the  fequ6st;of  the 
^^  Lords  and  of  the  Commons,  hath  made  a  deda* 
'^  n»iioQ.  ia  the  tmnnpr  ^as  her^tfr  foUowlh,  that 
^  ifi  to  aay,  when  a  mar}  4(Hh  compia$9  or  imaginft 
V  the  death  of  our  Lord  th^  K^iQgi  04*  <pf  our  Lady  hi* 
^^  Queen,  or  of  theii:  eldest  «q<i  and  heir ;  or  if  ft 
M  JBW  do  Yjolalig  the  I^ipg'a  cpnjpHRwn,  pr  the  JQogfS- 


^  Mdnt  daughter,  ttnnilirHad;  or  the  >*ife  of  the^ 
^  King^s  eldest  son  and  heir }  or  if  a  than  do  levy 
^  war  agbiiiat  our  Lord  the  King  in  his  ntaFtn,  or  be 
^  adherent  to  the  King^s  enemies  in  his  realm,  giy« 
^  ibg  to  them  aid  and  coriifort  m  the  realm  or  else- 
^  f»h&e^  ^ni  thereof  be  provably.  attainted**— by 
which  worde  I  understand  be  attainted  by  evidence, 
that  cielrly  and  forcibly  satisfies  the  minds  and  cOn« 
Seiences  ef  thoee  who  are  to  try  the  ^t— ^*  attainted 
^  of  open  deed  by  people  of  their  oondition/*«~then 
there  is  this,  to  which  you  will  be  bound  to  give 
your  attention  for  the  sake  of  the  Prisoner,  ad  well  as 
tm  the  sslte  of  the  public,  the  interests  of  both  being 
Mended  in  this  groat  cause  ;^^''  and  because  that 
''  mMy  other  like  cases  of  treason  may  hsppen  in 
^'  time  to  come,  whioh  a  man  cannot  think  nor 
^'  ded^r^  at  this  pfesent  time,  it  is  accorded  that^ 
**  if  any  other  case,  soj^posed  treason,  which  is  not 
'^  above  specified,  doth  happen  before  any  justices, 
'^  thejiastioM  shall  tarry  without  atyy  goiftg  to  judg^ 
*^  ment  of  the  treason  ^1  Che  cause  be  showed  and 
^  declared  before  tbs  King  and  hi^  Parliament,  whe« 
^^  ther  it  <Might  to  be  judged  treason,  or  othe^ 
''  fetofty." 

Gentlemen,  I  desire  to  point  out  here,  in  the  mosc 
mtfrli^  wafy  in  Which  I  esiH  state  it,  the  anxiety,  with 
whfeh  {he  Pa^liattient  wished  to  preserve  to  iteelf  the 
judgments  of  treasons,  not  being  the  specified  trea-* 
tons  in  the  statute,  but  being  like  ti^easoits,  those 
Which,  by  a  parity  of  reasoning,^  might  be  iteiid  to  be 
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treason.  They  would,  not  trust  the  sulgecttf  of  Ihfe 
country  in  the  hand  of  any  court  of  justice  upon  that 
point;  I  mark  the  ciroumstance^  because  it  appeal^ 
to  me  to  give  a  degree  of  authority  to  the  law  of 
England  upon  Uhe  subject  of  treatoUi  aiid  to  the 
constructions^  which  have  been  made  upon  it^  and 

Jp  the  distinctions^  which  have  been  made  between 
like  treasons,  and  overt  acts  of  the  same' :  tr^son, 
that  perhaps  does  not  belong  to  constructions  and 
distinctions  adopted  in  the.course  of  judicial  proceed- 
ings upon  any  other  law  in  the  statute-book. 
.   Gentlemen,  having  read  the  statute  to  you,  it  ijl 

^  not  unimportant,  as  it  seems  to  me,  to  observe  that 
Lord  Hale  and  Mr.  Justice  Foster,  who  hav6  stated 
the  judicial  and  other  expositions  of  this  statute, 
have  stated  them,  and  have  expounded  the  statute^ 
pnder  the  weighty  caution,  which  they  most  pbwer^ 
fully  express:  .under  the  solemn  protests,  which  they 
most  strongly  stiite,  against  extending  this  statute 
by  a  parity  of  reason.  Tliis  circumstance  alone 
appears  to  me  to  give  infinite  authenticity  to  the  ex- 
positions, which  they  state  of  it,  as-  sound,  and  aa 
being  such  as,  according  to  the  interpretation,  whicfat 
the  legislature  in  Edward  the  Third*s  time  meant, 
should  be  put  upon  this  statute. 

Gentlemen,  I  think  it  may  also  save  .your  time^- 
and  that  of  the  Court,  if  I  trouble  you  here  by  read* 
ing,  before  I  state  to  you  the  expositions  of  the 
statute  which  Iiord  Hale  has  given  us,  deducing 
them  from  judgments  which  had  been  actually  made 
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iif  the  history  of  the  country,  the  language  which  he 
holds,  as-  describing  the  obligations,  which  courts  of 
justice,  and  men  looking  at  this  statute  for  the  pur«^ 
pose  of  executing  it,  are  under>  to  construe  it  ac- 
cording to  the  real  specified  meaning,  not  by  a  parity 
of  construction  as  to  the  reason  itself,  when  they 
came,  to  construe  it. 

Lord  Hale  states  it  thus — •*  Although  the  crime 
"  of  high  treason  is  the  greatest  crime  against  faith; 
*'  duty,  and  human  society,  and  brings  with  it  the 
greatesit  and  most  fatal  dangers  to  the  government, 
p^ce,  and  happiness  of  a  kingdom  or  state,  and 
^'.  therefore  is  deservedly  branded  with  the  highest 
'^  ignominy,  and  subjected  to  the  greatest  penalties 
*^  that  the  law  can  inflict,  yet  by  those  instances" — - 
he  is  stating  those  that  had  occurred  before  the  sta- 
tute of  Edward  III.  and  between  that  and  the  first 
of  Henry  IV. — "  yet  by  those  instances,  and  more 
^'  of  this  kind  that  might  be  given^  it  appears — first, 
'^  how.  necessary  it  was  that  there  should  be  some 
^/  fixed  and  settled  boundary  for  this  great  crime  of 
^  treason,  and  of  what  great  importance  the  statute 
**  of  the  25 tU  o£  Edward  III.  was  in  order  to  that 
*f  itud  a  secondly,  how  dangerous  i^  is  to  depart  from 
'^  the  letter  of  that  statute,  and  to  multiply  and  en- 
'f  hat^ce  crimes  into  treason  by  ambiguous  and  gQj\t^ 
^  ral  words — as  accroaching  of  royal  power,  subvert- 
ing of  fundamental  laws,  and  the  like ;  and  thirdly, 
how  dangerous  it  is  by  construction  and  analogy  to 
^!  make  treasons,  where  the  letter  of  the  law  ha^  Jiot 
!/  G  3        .  :  •      _ 
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^'  d6ne  it|  for  vsch  aiqtthod  adsntU  of  no  liinitB  cr 
f  ^  bounib^  bat  rvms  u  fiur  as  the  wit  and  inveatioA 
^^  of  aoDuasra^  and  tbe  odiounMs  and  detestation  of 
^^  perscms  aoeused^  will  eany  men/' 

In  another  pyssaga^  afW  havings  gi^cil  his  obm^ 
inetit  upon  this  statnte^^afiar  having  stated  what  are 
he  overt  acts,  which  fall  within  the  letter  of  it^  and 
thiS  sound  interpretation  of  it^  he  says^  ^*  It  has  heen 
f ^  the  great  wisdom  and  cfre  of  the  Psrliament  to 
^^  keep  Judges  within  the  bounds  and  eipress  lisnits 
'^  of  this  act,  and  not  to  suf&r  them  to  mn  out  nppn 
<^  their  own  opmions  into  eons^ruotive  trMsons, 
^  though  in  cases  that  seen;  to  have  a  parity  of  raa- 
f'  Mn  (?/le^ik«tf9  of  traatefi),  but  veserres  them  to 
1'  the  decision  of  Parliament.  This  is  a  great  aecu« 
^^  rity  as  well  as  direction  to  Jtt(%es^  9nd  a  great 
'^  safcfuard  even  to  this  sscred  act  itself;  and  there- 
^^  fore^  as  beforei  observed^  in  the  cbsiptcr  of  levying 
^^  of  wafy  this  clause  of  the  statute  leaves  a  weighty 
memento  for  Judges  to  be  careful  that  they  be  not 
over-basty  in  letting  in  constructive  or  interpretative 
tueaaonsy  not  within  the  letter  of  the  lawj  at  least 
'^  in  such  new  cases  as  have  not  been  formerly  ««* 
^f  pres3ly  msolvod,  and  settled  by  more  than  one 
•^  precedent.** 

Gentlemen  of  the  Jury,  I  am  persuaded,  as  those 
wer^  perspaded  who  conducted  the  defence  of  Lord' 
George  Gordon,  that  we  live  in  days,  in  which  the 
Judges  of  the  country  neither  have  the  inclination  nor 
the  courage  to  stretch  the  taw  beyond  its  limits.  I 
think  myself  bound  to  state  that;  and  those^  who  dare 
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tOf«tote  ^eopAtfary  Sm  any  ^litf^  dp'aQt'<k>»tlMtjiMlkfrr 
to  the  i^ountry^  wfa^h  b  due  froin  every  individual  inrit ^ 

G6qUenie»,  hftvuEig  stated  (ho9  much  to  you>,  I 
iHW  9tate»  ia  oirder  tp  be  perfectly  understood,  that' 
IdamoH  difttnetly  disavow  imkjag  any  charge  of 
comtrtfictive  treawfi ;  that  I  do  neiost  dtstinctl]r  dis^. 
avow  stating  in.  this  Indictment  any  W»  aue  of  /re»- 
^m  ttot  specified  in  the  statute ;  that  X  do  most  dis- 
tinotly  disavow  stating  any  thing  that  canbecdled* 
cumtduiive  tre^^s^n^  of  amlogow  treason ;  that  Ido  mosli 
distinctly  disavow  enhancing  0%  things,  Ihf  d  pearhy  of. 
rea^on^infiO'treofipn^which  is  noP.spociJbdin  that  staiuiei: 
that  I  do  most  dlstinc^  disavow  etihmncing,  crimes  of. 
am/  hindg,  or  4  /(/e  sp,eftf  in  primes,  if  you  dhoose  so  tor 
put  it^  into  treason^,  if  it  be  i}o£  tveiason.  specified  in  the 
statute  I  and  the  question  between  us  I  state  diatinctly^ 
to  be  this — Whether  the^  Deiendanif  is  guilty  of  a  treau 
son  specified  in  the  statutes^  tnA  whe^iee  the  evidence* 
that  is  to  be  brought  before  you^  amounts  to  that 
ppoo^  that  wiU  be  satisfi^ory  ta  your  minda  atid 
consciences^  your  iniiidb  aed  eonaeiexices-  being  pre* 
paied  to  admit  no  proofs  but  what  you  think  yovr 
ougl^  to  receive  under  the  oUtgatiDp  of  an  oath, 
proof  high  enough  that  he  may  be  prevably  attainted* 
of  open  deed,  of  a  tiieeaon  specified  in  tlie  statute; 

Then»  Gentlemen^  to  state  the  charge  to  you :—" 
The  Indictment  cbaiges  tiio  Defendant  with  com*' 
passing  and  imaginitig  the  King's  death,  and  with 
having  taken  measures  to  effibctnete  that  purpose.-"— 
Now^  that  it  may  be  thoroughly  understood^  you  will 
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permit  me  to  stdte  to  you  bert,  that  there  is  not  only' 
a  manifest  distinction  in  reason^  but  a  settled  did->^ 
tinction  in  the  course  of  judicial  practice,  settled  for 
no  other  cause  but  that  it  was  a  manifest  distinction 
in  reason,  between—**  like  cases  of  treason/'  con- 
structive, analogous,  or  cumulative  treasons,  and 
various  overt  acts  of  the  same  treason. 

Oelitlemen,  whether  the  acts  laid  as  oVert  acts  of 
ti'eason,  spedfied  in  the  statute,  and  specified  in  the 
Indictment,  amount,  in  all  their  circumstances,  to 
an  open  deed,  or  deeds,  by  which  a  person  may  be 
pfovably  attainted  of  the  specified  treason,  is  the 
question  which  a  Jury  are  to  try.    To  explain  myself 
upon  this,  I  tak^  it  to  be  clear,  and- 1  will  not,  in 
this  stage  of  the  business  at  least,  enter  into  the 
discussion  of  what  I  call  the  clear  and  established  law 
of  England,  bepause  I  will  not,  in  a  case  of  high 
treason,  any  more  than  I  would  in  a  dispute  tibput 
the  estate  of  any  gentleman  who  hears  me,  for  the 
purpose  of  arguing  points,   enter  into  discussions, 
upon  what  I  take  to  be  the  clear  and  established  law ' 
of  England ;  and  not  only  the  security  of  the  subject 
in  this  respect^  but  the  si^curity  of  the  subject  in  no 
resect,  in  hts^  person,  bte  life,  ch*  his  property,  caii/ 
be  taken  to  exist  in  this  country,  if  I  am  not  as  fully^ 
authorissed  to  state  to  you,  with  as  much  confidence^ 
what  the  law  is,  in  case  of  treason,  from  thedeci-' 
si6n9,  which  for  centuries  have  been  made  in  courts 
respecting  it,  as  I  am  to  state  to  you,  from  decisions 
of  courts  respecting  property,  what  the  law  of  pro-* 
perty  is ;  I  say,  |  take  it  to  be  clear  that  deposing  the 
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King,  entering  intD  measures  for  deposing  the  King, 
conspiring  with  foreigners  and  others  to  invade  the 
kingdom,  going  to  a  foreign  country  to  procure  the 
invasUta  of  the  kingdom,  or  proposing  to  go  there 
to  that  end,  and  taking  any  step  in  order  thereto—* 
CQTv^iring  to  raise  an  insurrection,  either  to  dethrone 
the  King,  imprison  the^  King,  or  oblige  him  to  alter 
his  measures  of  government,  or  to  compel  him  to 
remove  evil  counsellors  from  him,  are,  and  have  all 
been  held,  as  Mr.  Justice  Foster  says^  to  be  deeds 
proving  an  intent  to  do  that  treason,  which  is  men- 
tioned in  the  st^ute  to  be  overt  acts  of  treason  In 
oompassing  the  King's  death* 
;  It  would  be  ver}'  extraordinary  if  these  great  Judges, 
Foster  and  Hale,  after  holding  the  language;  they 
have  stated,  were  to  be  represented  by  any  man,  as 
not  acting  themselves  under  the  effect  and.tnliuence 
of  that  weighty  momento,  which  they  held  out-  to 
those,  who  were,  to  succeed  them  in  the  seat  ofi 
jw^ment ;  yet  I  state  all  this  to  you  in  the  words, 
)  in  which  these  learned  Judges  have  handed  down  the 
exptosition  of  the  statute,  who  would  have  suffisred 
death,  for  they  both  valued  the  liberties  of  their 
country,  before  they  would  have  charged  ^f  a  like 
'^  ease  of  treason*'  in  an  indictment ;  and  yet  they 
hatve  eoncurred  (as  all  the  Judges  of  England  have 
done^  and  tbt  Parliament  into  the  bargain)  in  the 
oonbtruction  and  exposition  of  the  statute  (and  in 
£ict  executions  have  been  ma^  upon  it),  that  all 
these  things  are  overt  acts  of  the  same  treason,  thflt> 
is  specified  ^n  the  statute.   What  is  the  reason  of  it  ? 
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because  the  law  hoUii  that  he^  vbo  dieiea  au 
neaning  to  do  it^  which  vtmy  endanger  the  KingPa 
Kfe,  compasses  and  m^gines  the  death  of  the  Kif^^ 
if  he  does  an  act  which  may  endanger  his  Kfe^  if,  in 
the  ordiiiary  course  of  thmgS|  and  acoording  to  the 
oDiDmcHi  expetienee  of  mankkid^  the  meaaore  whieh 
he  takes^  in  pursuance  of  a  ptsppoae  to  take  it,  wiU 
bring  the  King  to  hit  g^ave. 

This  therefore  i^  not  rabing  consfcructive  tmsdn, 
it  is  not  raising  treason  by  anakigj^  it  is  not  stating 
^^  like  cases  of  treason'*  not  specified  in,  but  reserved 
fayr  the  statute  to  the  j  udgment  of  BD*Kament^  hot  it 
is  stating  overt  acts,  which  are  ascasuies  takesi  hx 
puraoance  of  treaaooaUe  pbrposes^  whieh  measuies 
jDSOSt  necessarily  he  9s  varioua  in  tbcsr  kinds,  as  the 
ways  and  naeans^  hy  vfhkh,  in  facta  and  open  deeds^ 
taken  in  pursoanee  of  its  purposes,  the  human  heart 
manifests  its  intent  to  ooounit  some  one  or  otiMr  of 
the  treasons  specified  in  the  statute. 
.  Gentlemen,  the  veserviiig  clause  in  the  acfc  ia  4!ts^ 
tremdy  material ;  and^  if  eourts  and  juries  haw  done 
wrong  in  the  noanner  in  whidi  they  hare  exeostfd 
this  statute,  if  the  interpretations,  which  they  have) 
madfe  of  the  statute,  are  not  right,  they  have  done 
ii  agaiBSt  a  prohibitioni  m  the  statute,  which  they 
were^^aUed  upon  by  their  oaths. duty  to  expound^  and* 
tbej  faav^  dom  it  ta  the  presence  acd  ottder^  the  ayfb 
cS  that  Parliament,  which  had  expeessly  IbvbkMaiK 
them  to  d|o  it.  I  say  the  eondunon  ajMHt  tfaatia^ 
that  they  hafe  dooe  it  righ^. 


tMI  *!tlAl.  or  THOMAS  BABX)r«  ^V 

detiQtttievi,  the  judgments  of  the  conf  ts  of  law  are 
in  this  country  perfectly  familiar  to  Parliament.  Acts 
have  been  made,  over  and  over  again,  in  order  to 
bring  back  the  expositions  of  the  law  to  the  true 
construction,  to  the  letter,  which  is  the  true  con- 
struction, in  a  sound  judicial  sense,  to  bring  it  back 
again  to  the  statute  of  Edward  III. ;  but  we  have 
Hved  to  this  hour  without  Parliament  thinking  that 
they  were  to  make  so  perfectly  a  dead  letter  of  the 
letter  of  the  statute,  as  that  they  should  say  that  an 
overt  act,  which  expressed  and  imported  the  ima- 
ghiation  of  the  mind  to  do  the  treason  specified, 
should  not  be  taken  to  be  an  act  of  high  treason 
within  the  statute ;  because  the  statute  only  men-^ 
dona  the  thing  which  is  to  be  compassed  and  ima« 
gined,  and  does  not  mention  the  ways  and  means, 
by  which  the  human  heart  may  show  and  manifest' 
that  it  does  compass  and  imagine  what  the  statute 
speaks  of. 

Oentleideft,  this  is  not  all,  because  this  is  not 
etlif  according  to  the  law  of  England,  as  it  is  admini- 
stered in  courts  of  justice,  but  also  to  the  proceed- 
ings in  Parliament,  which  are  a  parliamentary  exposi^ 
tion,  if  I  may  so  state  it,  of  the  lawt  Proceedings 
in  Parliament  have  been  had,  where  the  statute  has 
beea  thus  construed,  and  where  this  distinction  that 
}  im  stating  between  overt  acts  of  the  specified  treason 
and  the  ''  Kke  cases  of  treason,'*  has  been  expressly 
tftken,  expressly  acted  upon,  proposed  by  one  House 
of  Legislature  to  the  other  House,  and  acted  upon  by 
iht  Crown  in  executing  the  sentences  of  titat  House. 
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.  GendemeD,  the  dbtinctiou  then  U  only  tbis-***^  a 
''like  case  of  treason**  i$  a  case  of  treason  not  apecU 
fied  in  the  statute,  a  case  of  the  like  mischief,  as  a 
case  specified  in  the  statute ;  but  the  identical  case 
specified  in  the  statute  must  be  before  you,  or^  to 
avoid  all  dispute  upon  the  subject,  I  say,  if  it  is  a  case 
that  is  not  specified  in  the  statute,  it  is  a  qise  that 
must  be  shown  to  Parliament  according  to  the  direc* 
tions  of  the.  statute ;  but  that  facts  alike  in  their  na* 
ture^  that  Open  deeds  alike  in  their  nature  and  tend- 
ency, however  various  in  their  circumstances^  may, 
prove  the  same  intention  to  exist  in  the  minds  of 
those  who  do  them,  and  may  be  measures^  taken  in 
pursuance  of  the  same  purpose,  and  to  efiecti^ate  th^ 
same  things  is  a  distinction  that  appears  to  my  qfiind, 
to  be  perfectly  obvious. 

Gentlemen,  I  conceive,  therefore,  that  the  ques*, 
tion  of  compassing  the  King's  death  is  this— whether^ 
the  Jury  are  fully  satisfied,  conscientiously  satisjSed^ 
that  they  have  that  evidence,  by  which  they  find  that 
the  acts,  laid  as  overt  acts  of  compassing  the  particu^ 
]ar  specified  treason  mentioned  in  the  Indictm^Ut^ 
were  measures  taken  in  pursuance  of  and  to  effectuate 
that  treason,  specified  at  once  in  the  statute  and  ixi- 
the  Indictinnent. 

Gfentleipen,  I  protest  for  myself  I  am  sorry  to 
trouble  you  thus  much  ^t  large  by  general  reasoningj^;^ 
but  you  will  i^nd  ^bat  it  has  an  application,  and  a 
close  applic;ati9n>  to  the  case*    This  is  an  important 
public  cause,  and  therefore  we  should  be  thoroughly . 
understood^    I  cannot  ^understand  what  qDustruc^iv^^ 
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ovtrt  aott^  ipcati,  thoagh  I  do  understand  cm^stmor^ 
ttve  Creatons.  '  Jjtvyiug  iv^Tiag^nst  H^ie  .ICtngs  not 
agiHUSt  bisrpersoni  but  against  his  rpyal  msy^ty,  is 
instructive  treason  |  ttiat  is,  if  m^n  assemble  tx^g^ 
tb^  without  any  intent  to  dq  an  act^  which  in, the  na*^ 
toral  consequence  of  things  will  afiect  (he  King's,  life,. 
such  as  pulling  ^owiv  $^  prisons  or  houses  ^f  ^ny. 
otter  d^scJripliqiij  tbajt  is  ooi^structive  ti^sqn^  }i  be*, 
ing,  by  o0m{ruc|tpn;  as  Mp«  Justice^  JPoster  sa^^^ 
^inst  the  Ktvg's  royM  majesty^  not  levied  against 
per^n' ;  not  one  of  the  acts  of  a  ttyjt^  flagitious 
5  wUfiidly  done  pr  atten^ted  to  be  done,  by 
^hich  th^  Kiog's  life  may  be  in  danger^  but  which, 
ar6  kVelted:^gatnst  his  royal  majesty ;  these  have  by 
constrdctioli  b^n  hdd  to  be  treason V  but  even  th^se 
the  Legialaitttre  has  never  considered  as  not^autho- 
rised  by  the  letter  of  the  statute;  these  <tbey  have 
permitted  to  be  proceeded  upon  in  the  .country  as 
tound  decisions  and  constructions  upon  the  act  oC 
Parliament :  many  have  been  convicted  upon  them  i 
execution  hath  followed ;  and  no  one  hath  ever 
doubted  either  the  law  or  the  justice  <^  these  deter- 
minoftioRs.  But,  as  to  constructive  overt  acts  of 
compassing  apd  imagining  thje  death  of  the  King, 
where  the  Indictment  lays  the  imagining  and  com.-, 
passing  as  the  offence,  the  overt  act  is  not  construe* 
tive,  the  step  tqj^en  to  effectuate  it  must  be  such  an 
act,  wilfully  and  deliberately  done,  as  must  satisfy 
the  conscience  of  a  Jury,  that  there  was  an  intention^ 
by  depoaiiig,  or  otherwise,  to  put  the  King  in  cir«» 


eamstancfetr^  in  whtch^  ac^orditig  to  th%  ordinary  tzd 
perienM  of  mankind^  hia^lifd  wouM  be  in  dangbri* 
Gentlenien^  I  have  hefoit  stated  to  you^  tot  ano^ 
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iher  purpose^  various  acts^  whic|i  areo^tert  arila  «f 
compassing  the  King^s  death.    I  ^11  hspeat  thMI 
shortly :  ^  Deposing  h?m,«--Heiitering  into  mtitiittrM 
**  to  depose  him,— conspiririg  to  hnprisbn.  bim,**^— * 
which  you  observe  is  an  a^t  that  may  he  done  wA^ 
out  an  acttKal  intent  to  piit  him  to  deatfi^--^  vimk 
may  conspire  to  imprison  the  King^vrithout  on  ^MfOfi 
intent  to  but  hhn  to  death,  hut  yod  ^11  find  tini 
reason  why  that  is  hekT  to  be  compassing  and  ima-^ 
gining  the  death  df  the  King,  with  the  sanction  of 
^\  times  since  fhis  statute  of  Edward  IIIl  and  wMi 
the  sanction' of  ^ery  specie^  of  jiidi^^al  authority,' 
which  the  country  co^Id  give ;  **  to  get  kts  p^rsotl 
^  into  the  power  of  conspirators/**— tVhy  it  all  this 
treason  ?  '*  Because,"  says  Mr.  Joitice  Fbster,  •*  the 
^^  care,  which  the  bw  hath  taken  for  the  persoMl 
^  safety  of  the  King,  is  not  conBned  to  attions  of 
^^  aitempfs  of  a  n^ore  flagitious  kind,  such  as  attempts 
^  either  to  assassinate,  or  to  poison,  or  other  atU 
^  tempts,  directly  and  immediately  aiming  at  hia 
life ;  it  is  extended  to  every  thing,  wilfully  aiid 
deliberately  done,  or  attempted,  whereby  hia  Ufii 
*^  may  be  endangered ;  and  therefore  the  entering 
^'  into  measures  for  deposing,  or  imprisoning  him,  of 
^^  to  get  his  person  into  the  power  of  the  cOnspifa* 
^^  tors,  these  offences  are  overt  acts  of  treason  Within 
**  this  branch  of  this  statute;  for  experience  hath 
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^  sl^ito  thftt  b^w^  the  ptis&n^  etid  the  gfft^  of 
^  li^gs  the  dtetanee  is  v«y  stm^},**  Mid  ^fi^rfenistf 
htt  i^vt  giwrh  ^vveaker  tfpMl  kfek  isut]3&ct  ita  tta6d«m 
times :  ofienMs^  tvhioh  fii«  not  iO  persdnal  m  tlib§6 
tbmdg^  mmtk/tked^  have  been>  ivHh  great  prdj^fy; 
broaght  within  the  same  rule,  as  having  a  Mnd^cy,' 
thodgfe  ntit  M  immediate,  t20  ^  same  fktd  etid.  ' 

Lolri^aK  uipoQihis,  ^p^  ^'  Thotigh  tlleebhi 
«^  apmcf  be  »ot  iiMHedirtely^  «!id  diiW^Iy,  iltid:t!it^ 
^  presslf  the  deilb  of  the  king^  but  the  cdM^ritey  , 
^  18  of  sothethiBf  thAt  in  ^t  prdMMy  liMist 'inditee; 
^  it,  imd  At  overt  act  is  of  such  a  thing  as  tiiiistfin* 
'^  daee  it^  this  is  an  overt  act  tO  f^ove  thcf  toisk^ 
^*  {)2ssing  the  King's  death/'  The  ititit&nee  he  ^es, 
ss^spoiitory  of  his  td£t>  Is  tM^ ;  ^^  If  then  conspitt  Vb 
^^  iciiprlsdn  the  King  by  foiioe  and  H  ^H^g  hand  {itt 
^  he  hath  yielded  to  eert^  deduinds,  and  for  that 
^  yui<po$e  gMher  company  or  write  letters,  this  ts  ari 
^  mett  aet  to  prove  the  compassing  of  tite  King^ii 
**  death  .**  What  is  the  reason  ?  he  gives  the  sarrie 
ltd  ^ndistance^  though  difierent  in  the  terms  of  it,  as 
Ihttt  'whbh  hsis  been  assigned  by  Mr.  ^stice  t'^oster  i 
^  iat  it  is  in  '^ect  to  despoH  him  <rf'  his  kingly  go- 
**  reknment^"  These  a^e  the  words  kA  Lcml  Hale  { 
and,  l^ngk  tfaefeasoiisgivtn  by  L6rd  Hale  and  Mr  J 
Justice  Poster  ar^  different  in  words,  ^ley  tat  the^ 
Same  in  sufcstancev  It  tnay  be  said,  with  equal  trodt; 
betttKsen  despoiling  ft  king  of  his  kingly  govemmetrf 
and  the  gi^vea  of  kings  the  distanee  is  very  small. 
Imprisonmeiit  is  the  same  «s  dep^itton,  and  he  whef 
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^ropasses  the  .deposition  of  the  King;  aoooixitn^'  to 
all  judicial  construction,  compassea  hb  death ;  it  h 
the  same  as  deposition,  because  it  is  a  temporary  de*' 
filing  him  of  his  kingly  government^  which,  ae« 
cording  to  this  inteipretation  of  tbelaw^  usually  ends 
in  death. 

Gentlemen,  offences  not  so  personal  aa  those  ena* 
inerated  f^ll  within  the  same  rule,  as  having  a  tend- 
ency to  the  same  fatal  end :  if  foreigners  are  not  at 
war  with  you,  the  ofience  of  going  into  a  foreign! 
country,  or  proposing  to  g6  there,  or  taking  «ny 
step  thereto  in.  ord^  to  invite  foreigners  into,  this 
kingdom  for  a  treasonable  purpose,  can  only  £itt 
within. that  branch  of  treason  of  compassing  thtf 
Kinj^*s  death :  if  they  are  at  w«  with  you,  then  the 
fame  act  amounts  to.  another  species  of  treason,* 
which  is  an  ^*  adhering  to  the  King's  enemies;'*  and 
perhaps  you.  will -find  that  the  case  I  have  to  state  is 
not  without  pregnant  evidence  of  this  species  of  overt 

aet* 

Gentlemen,  havii^  stated  thus  much  to  you,  I 
proceed  now  to  coosidef  the  Indictment ;  and  what  I 
have  stated,  before  I  mentioned  the  substance  of  the 
Indictment,  I  have  stated  to  lay  in  my  claim  to  full 
credit  with  you,  when  I  say,  that  no  man  4iving  can 
wish  to  express  to  you  more  strongly  than  I  wish  to 
do  (we  have  indeed,  each  of  us,  a3  great  an  interest 
in  the  true  construction  of  this  law,  as  any  other 
man  can  have  in  it),  that  the  law  of  treason,  in  ccm* 
ttdering  the  charge,  that  J  have  brought  before  yoii 
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U&derthdjcommand  that  has  authorized  tne  tobrtng 
it  herci  must  not  be  extended  one  single  iota  beyond 
what  is  the  established  law  in  this  country,  as  esta*. 
fished  as  the  law  is,  that  says  that  the  property,  that 
you  bought  yesterday,  you  may  give  to  whom  you 
ple^e  to-morrow. 

,  Q^ntleiaiien,  the  Indictment,  finding  several  per* 
spins  entitled  to  be  tried  ^parately,  though  indicted 
jointly,  combined  in  a  particular  act,  which  I  will 
state  by  and  by,  has  charged  them  with  compassing 
the  King's  death :  it  has  then  proceed,  because 
the  compassing  and  imagination  of  the  heart  cannot 
be  known  to  nuinr-and  there  must  be  an  overt  act 
to  manifest  it — ^it  has  charged  them  with  meeting 
among  themselves  to;  cause  ;and  procure  a  conventioii 
pf  divers  subjects  of  the  King,  to  be  held  within  this 
kingdom,  and  not  only  a  convention  to  be  held  with- 
in the  kingdom,  but  to  be  held  with  intent  and  in 
order  that  the  persons  to  be  assembled  at  such  convene 
lion  and  meeting  should  and  might,  tuichedly  and 
trc^torausly y  witliout  and  in  defiance  of  the  authority^ 
4ind  against  the  will  of  the  Parliament  of  this  kingdom^ 
subvert  and  alter  the  legislature^  rule,  and  govern^ 
mnt  established  in  it,- and  depose  the  King  from  the 
royal  state ,  title,  power,  and  government  thereof 
-  It  then  charges  them  with  having  composed,  writ- 
ten,  and  published,  and  caused. to  be  composed, 
written,  and  published,  divers  books,  pamphlets,  let- 
ters, instructions,  resplutions,  orders,  declarations, 
addresses  and  writings,  such  books,  pamphliets;  let- 
ters, instructions,  resolutions,  orders,   declarations, 
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addresses  and  writings,  so  respectively  composed/ 
written,  published,  and  caused  to  be  composed^  writ« 
ten,  and  published,  purporting  and  containing  (^eireiA 
(among  other  things)  incitements,  encourageinentt, 
and  exhortations,  to  niove^  itiduce,  and  p€irsuade{ 
the  Subjects  of  the  King  to  choose^  depute,  atld  SM<| 
per^ns,  as  delegates,  to  compose,  not  a  cMiretitiOny 
(>nt  SUCH  a  invention  and  meeting,  that  is^  a  ican^ 
vention  to^acl  in  the  manner  that  ike  first  overt  act  kti$. 
Hated  ity  id  be  holden  for  the  traitorous  purposes  6e* 
Jbre  mentioned. 

It  then  states^  as  a  third  overt  adt^  oonsultatiom 
among  them,  how,  when,  and  where^  such  oonTen-^ 
tton  and  meeting  should  be  assembled  and  held^  find 
by  what  ipeans  the  srub^cts  of  the  ICing  might  be 
Induced  and  moved  t^  send  persotis  a^  d^egates  to 
constitute  it. 

tt  then  charges,  that  these  penfons  did  consent 
and  agree,  that  Mr.  Joyce  and  several  other  persons 
named,  should  meet^  confer,  and  oa-operate  Stoong 
themselves,  and  with  other  trattors,  to  cause  the 
calling  and  assembling  such  convention  and  meeting 
for  such  traitorous  purposes, 

'  It  then  diarges  the  providing  t)f  arms,  of  diifFer ettt 
descriptions,  for  these  purposes  ;  aAd  then  it  diarges 
a  eonspiracy  to  make  war  in  the  kingdom,  and  it 
charges  a  conspiracy  to  subvert  and  alter  ibe^kgisla* 
ture  a4fid  government  of  the  kingdom,  arid  to  depos(6 
the  King ;  that  is,  as  I  und^stand  it,  that,  if  you 
should  wot  be  satisfied  that  the  calling  such  a  eoh*^ 
vention,  as  is  mentioned  in  the  first  part  cf  tfee^  In^^' 
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diotcbent^  was  a  mean  to  effectuate  thstt  oompassing 
tod  iimginaffciott,  which  is  itientioned  in  the  intro^ 
ductory  part  of  the  Indictment^  yet  you  will  find  iA 
the  evidebce^  which  is  to  be  laid  before  yon,  eveti  if 
fon  pay  no  attention  to  that  circumstance  of  calling 

.  a  conrention^  sufficient  evidence  of  a  tthspiracy  tb 
d^vse  the  King, 

It  then  states  again,  that  they  published  several 
books/  and  othef  matters  of  the  same  kind,  in  order 
to  bring  about  the  traitorous  purposes  last  mention^ 
ed\  and  charges,  as  a  further  overt  ad,  providii^ 
arms  for  that  purpose. 

Now,  Gentlemen,  having  before  stated  to  you, 
tihat  a  conspiracy  to  depose  the  King,  and  I  have  not 
stiated  it  to  you  in  my  own  words,  but  in  the  wordi 
of  the  authorities  I  mentioned,  that  a  conspiracy  t6 
dbpose  the  King,  that  a  conspiracy  to  imprison  the 
Kitig,  a  conspiracy  to  procure  an  invasion,  with 
steps  taken  to  efFectuate  such  a  conspiracy  (a  con^ 
iBpiraey  indeed  itself  being  a  step  for  that  purposAy, 

■  is  treason,  you  will  observe  that,  in  this  Indictment^ 
z  conspiracy  to  depose  the*  King  is  expressly  charg- 
ed, and,  I  think,  it  will  be  clearly  proved.  *  If  a 
conspiracy  to  depose  the  King  be  an  overt  act  of 
high  treason,  permit  me  then  to  ask  you,  what  can 
a  conspiracy  to  Subvert  the  monarchy  of  the  country, 
including  in  it  the  deposition  of  the  King,  be,  but 
an  overt  act  of  high  treason  ?  In  the  object  of  such 
a  conspiracy  the  King  Is  necessarily  involved,  and-  rt 
if  already  shown  that  conspiring  to  depose  him  iii 
^  compassing  his  death. 
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Gentlemen/ read  as  you  are  in  the  faistoiy  of  the 
country,  give  me  leave  to  ask  you,  if  measured  had 
been  taken,  after  the  Revolution,  to  efiectoate  a 
conspiracy  to  dethrone  King  William,  and  to  restore 
King  James,  without  all  doubt,  the  measure  taken, 
would  have  constituted  the*  crime  of  high  treason 
within  the  clause  of  compassing  the  King^s  death, 
although  the  conspirators  could  have  been  shown  sa* 
tisfactorily  to  have  no  more  meant  the  actual  natural 
death  of  King  William,  than  they  meant  the  actual 
natural  death  of  King  James,  whom  they  intendied 
to  replace  on  the  throne — but  what  says  the  law  to 

* 

that  ?-^the  law  says  you  cannot  mean  to  depose  the 
King  without  meaning  to  endanger  his  life ;  and,  if 
you  mean  to  endanger  his  life,  you  must  abide  the 
consequences  of  it. 

Put  it  another  way — If  the  project  had  been  to 
depose  the  same  King  William,  and  measures  had 
been  taken  upon  it — not  with  a  view  to  bring  back 
to  the  throne  King  James  IL  but  merely  to  send 
back  King  William  to  his  former  character  of  Prince 
of  Orange,  and  not  to  restore  King  James,  but  to 
restore  a  commonwealth,  which  is,  what  I  think,  I 
shall  satisfy  you,  those,  who  are  charged  by  this  In- 
dictment,  meant  by  "  a  full  and  fair  representation 
"  of  the  people,'*  whether  you  call  it  *'  a  full  and  fair 
"representation  of  the  people  in  Parliament^*  or  do 
not  use  the  words  **  ip  Parliament,"  can  a  lawyer  be 
•found  to  say,  that  it  could  be  stated  in  law,  that  it  is 
pot  high  treason  ?     I  don't  kn4)w  what  may"n6t  bci 
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sbtedw--all  that  1  mean  to  say  at  present  is,  •  that  ac- 
cbxding  to  the  best  lights  which  I  can  get  of  the  law 
•—under  which  I  have  lived,  it  does  not  appear  to  me 
to  be. probable,  that  any  man  will  so  state  it.  F^r 
be  it  from  me,  however,  to  haVc  the  vanity  to  say 
that  (avowing  that  I  should  certainly  not  think  of 
encountering  the  current  authorities  of  the  countrjr 
for  centuries)  I  am,  without, the  possibility  of  con-^ 
tradictaon,  stating  that  I  am  following  the  authori- 
ties of  the  country  for  centuries  ;  but  I  xim  ready  to 
say.  this,  that  I  cannot  conceive  or  imagine  by  what 
species  of  reasoning,  or  upon  what  principle,  or  upon 
what  authority,  it  is  to  be*  contended,  that  this  would 
not  have  been  high. treason. 

.  Gentlemen,  take  it  another  way-^If  the  regicides 
of  King.  Charles  I.  had  been  tried  for  compassing  the 
death  of  King  Charles  I.  supposing  they  had  only' 
deposed  him,  instead  of  putting  him  to  death,  could 
they  have,  contended,  that  though  they  would  have 
been  guilty  of  high  treason,  if  they  had  placed  ano->' 
ther  individual  upon  the  throne  (which  would  have 
been  alike  to  the  case  I  have  put,  of  cons]nring  to^ 
put  James  in  the  place  of  William),  could  they  have 
contended  then,  that  they  were  not  guilty  of  high 
treason,  because  they  deposed  the  King,  without 
substituting  another  King  in  his  place,  and  because 
they  leftthe  government  to  be  filled  up  by  the  com- 
monwealth, without  a  king  ?  ' 
'  Give  me  leave  to  ask  another  thing — Suppose  it 
tad  happened    after  Kh\g  Virilliam  carae  to.  the 
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throne,  that  eiqI  those  events^  that  did  actuaHy  hip* 
pen^  took  pkce^  but  that  any  set  of  inen  in  tfaie 
country  should  have  venturjed  to  meet  in  a  eonven- 
tim  of  ddegates  from  affiliated  societies^  for  the 
purpose  of  deposing  King  William,  under  pretence 
^f  assembling  a  convention  of  thie  pieof^e,  having,  or 
doming  the  civil  and  political  authority  of  the  coon- 
try,  and  intending  to  have  no  kipg  ii  the  country, 
would  it  have  been  possible  in  King  William*s  time 
W  have  Qontf^^ded,  because  they  met,  under  pre«« 
tenc^  of  being  a  ocxivention  of  the  people,  assuming^ 
te  themselves  civil  and  political  authority,  and  with 
auoh  m^ningj  that  tKe  conspiracy  was  not  as  goob- 
][)letely  a  compassing  the  death  of  King  WiUiam,  as 
if  th0  conspiracy  had  beent  by  the  same  persons,  in 
^  case  of  affiliated  soci^iea,  forming  the  like  con-r 
vention  of  delegates,  to  bring  King  James  again  to 
the  throne } 

If  I  levy  war  in  this  country  against  the  King,  witH 
intent  to  bring  another: upon  the  throne,  lam  guilty 
of  high  trea)K>nr  J(  I  levy  war,  that  is  an  avert  act; 
of  compa«9ing  the  Swing's  death.  If  I  conspire  to 
levy  direct  war,  that  is  a  compassing  of  the  Klng*t 
de^,  unless  all  the  branches  of  the  legislature  have 
put  a  man  to  death  upon  an  error.  If  I  hold  a  ibr-^ 
tresa  against  the  King  to  put  another  upon  hia 
throne,  ]  am  guilty  of  high  treason.  Am  I  guilty  of 
no  offence  if  I  do  the  8a9>e  actSj  not  for  the  purpose 
el  continuing  th!6  monarchy  of  the  oountry  in  anoi 
Ibtr  person,  hut  for  the  purpose  of  itestn^ying  tht  mOf^ 
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narp'by  altogetheF  ?  What  is  this  but  doir^fUl  aefc  in<t 
yolving  ia  it  high  treason,  and  more  I   High  treason 
in  deposii^  the  King !  moreen  bringing  about  tfU 
fiiat  additional  anarchy,  which  we  know^  which  th^ 
experience  of  mankind  proves  to  be  consequent  .upon 
the  change,  where  the  change  is  not  only  of  the  persona 
who  administer  the  gov^nment,  but  of  the  govern^v' 
floent  itself,  if  destruction  can  be  called  a  change?    . 
■    Grendemen,  to  assert  therefore  that  measures,  taken 
for  a  total  subversion  of  the  monarchy  of  the  coiim^ 
try,  including  in  it  an  intention  to  depose  the  Kkig 
(mark  the  words,  I  state,  including  in  it  an  intention 
to  depose  the  JCing),  are  not  overt  acts  of  oompasfK 
iog  the  King's  death,  merely  because  the  statute  of 
Edward  III.  has  not  included  all  overt  acts  in  words# 
Imt  has  left  to  juries  to  determine  what  are  overt  actSi 
by  which  they  can  provably  attaint-^to  assert  that 
the  statute  does  not  include  the  case,  because  it  ti 
eompasfiing  the  .death  of  the  King,  and  mare ;  if  this 
were  to  be  asserted  in  a  court  of  justice  (what  is  as^ 
aerted  out  of  a  court  of  justice  no  man  pays  muchat^ 
Isntion  to),  I  should  certainly  say  of  it,  that  it  wal 
Hht  assertion  of  those  who  had  ill  considered  the  laws 
and  if  assert-ed  put  of  a  court  of  justice,  and  with  a 
ivlerence  to  what  ia  to  be  dolie  in  a  court  of  justice; 
I  should  say  it  deserv<fl  to  have  ^n  obseryatton  of  a 
jftsirAer  kind  Ifiade  upon  it^ 
^   This  Indictment,  besides  charging  a  conspiracy  to 
iJepose  the  King,  in  ei^press  terms,  of  which  I  shaH 
be(bre  you  there  is  abundant  evidence,  chargei 
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a  conspiracy  to  oill  a  conveSntion  against  ike  toitty.in 
d^ance  of,  and  against  the  authority  of  Parliament^ 
for  the  purpose  of  deposing  the  King ;  it  charges  for-* 
ther  acts,  namely,  that  they  caused  to  be  composed 
and  written  divers  books^  pamphlets^  letters,  instnic*' 
tions,  resolutions,  orders,  declarations,  addresses; 
and  writings,  containing  incitements^  inducements, 
and  exhortations^  to  move,  seduce,  and  persuade  the 
subjects  of  the  King  to  send  ddegates  to  such  con^ 
vention ;  as  to  which  I  say  of  many  of  them,  though 
I  did  not  know  their  real  character  till  I  had  seen 
them  all  together,  that  they  are  both  overt  acts,  and 
evidence  of  overt  acts  of  high  treason. 

Now,  before  I  state  to  you  the  particulars  of  the 
evidence,  I  am  afraid  I  must,  however  painful  it  is 
to  me  to  ask  so  great  aportion  of  your  attention, 
trouble  you  with  some  general  observations,  that  I 
think  will  have  a  tendency  to  render  intelligible  to 
you  the  complicated  mass  of  evidence,  which  I  bavQ 
to  lay  before  you,  .         .  ./ 

Gentlemen,  the  convention,  meant  to  be  cdied 
by  those  who  are  charged  with  the  conspiracy  in  this 
Indictment,  was,  as  I  collect  from  the  effect  of  Ihe 
evidence,  a  convention  of  persons,'  who  were  to 
assume,  the  chariacter  of  a  convention  of  the  people^ 
claiming,  as  such,  all  civil  and  political  authority, 
proposing  to  exercise  it  by  altering  the  government, 
otherwise  than  by  acts  of  the  present  constituted 
Legislature,  otherwise  than  by  those  statutes,  accord* 
ing  to  which  the  King  ha$  sworn  at  the  haaiard  of 
his  life  to 
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-'Gentlemen,  if  this  is  made  out,  it  appetirs  to  me 
to  .follow  necessarily  on  the  part  of  all  who  took  w 
step  to  assemble  it,  that  they  are  guilty  of  a  conspi«  . 
rmyto  depose  the  King,  to  depose  him  from  the 
character,  which  he  holds  ia  the  constitution  of  the 
sovereign  power  of  this  kingdom,  as  by  law  esta«- 
blished,  that  law  by  which  L  again  repeat  to  you^  he 
i»  sworn  to  govern. 

Gentlemen,  if  they  conspired  to  assemble  in  a 

convention,  which  was  of  its  own  authority,  and 

against  the  will  of  the  Legislature,  and  in  defiance  of 

it, .  to  act  as  an  assembly  to  constitute  a  government, 

and  to  assume  so  far  sovereign  power,  it  is,  I  con*-* 

ceive,  according  to  the  law  of  England,  a  conspiracy 

to  depose  from  the  sovereignty  him,  who,  under  the 

restraints  of  the  constitution' and  the  law,  now  holds 

that  sovereignty.     There  cannot  be  two  sovereign 

powers  in  a  state;  there  may  be  a  complication  of  au« 

thorities  vested  in  a  great  variety  of  persons,  making 

up  one  sovereign  power,  but  there  cannot  be  twd 

soverdgn  powers  in  a  state :  it  is  impossible.     If  a 

meeting  assembled,  as  a  convention  of  the  people, 

arrogating  to  themselves  all  civil  and  political  aiutho* 

rity  as  such,  and  meaning  to  exercise  it,  one  or  other 

of , these  consequences  must  follow:  the  King  and 

the  PMiament  must  be  obedient  to  the  meeting,  or 

the^  meeting,  assembled  as  a  convention,  must  be 

obdfiefnt  to  the  King  and  Parliament:  if  the  meeting 

18  to  be' obedient  to  the  King  and  Parliament,  it  can* 

not  ef&tt  its  purposes  i  it  is  impossible;  if  its  pur- 
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pme  be  to  depbs^  tbe  King,  I  lay,  a  oonspiniejr  to 
cebI)  soeh  a  meetiag  is  an  overt  act  of  high  treason. 
.  Gentlemen^  I  beg  your  attention  to  my  oxpreft* 
M>BS :  if  the  meeting  oieaits  to  oblige  the  King  audi 
Firiiafnent  to  be  obedient  to  ti:ieni  by  tbe  exertion  of 
opee  force,  though  it  may  not  effeet  it^  pavpote, 
tfi(it  makes  no  diffiereace,  tl:ie  law  must  be  tt^  same 
*— I  may  be  wrong  perhaps  in  stating  the  hw,  but  it 
ai^pmra  to  me  that  the  lavr  must  be  the  same  if  the 
taeeting  projects  the  purpose^  whether  tbe  force  of 
Ibe  meeting  ia  sufficient  to  effect  the  purpose  or  not, 
,  This^  I  say,  is  a  conspiracy  to  assume  the  isov^- 
reign  power :  it  is  a  conspiracy  therefore  of  necessity 
jficmA  to  depose  the  existing  power^  and  of  necessity 
to  depose  the  King*  I  say  meant  to  depose ;  fof 
I  nrpeat  it,  that  whether  the  conspiracy  is  successful 
or  not,  is  immateriaK 

.  Gentlemen^  though  the  particular  &ct  of  calling 
such  a  convention,  now  alleged  as  an  overt  act  of 
treason,  may  be  represented  to  be  new  in  the  historjp 
of  this  country,  it  is  not  therefore,  and  because  it  ia 
l^w,  only  inasmudi  as  it  is  more  than  ordinarilir 
aodaciout,  less  an  overt  act  of  compasaing  the  dnih 
w  deposition  of  the  King,  if  the  intent  of  it  was  to 
tobv^rt  the  sovereign  ruling  power. 

Gentlemen,  there  is  another  distinction,  which  I 
woidd  beg  your  attention  to.  It  is  of  bo  conseqnenot 
yfiihQther  the  first  meetings  proposed  to  be  asaemblad^ 
was  desigmd  to  be  a  ctmventifM^  that  shouUmsmtnm 
all  civil,  and  political  milkority^  Qt  wa\  exdy  to  detHm 
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ii0  means  ^firming  a  consiiiuent  assembly ,  a  hody^ 
which  should  assume  it ;  for  any  act  taken  towards 
usaming  it  against  the  mW,  in  defiance  of^  aiid 
against  the  authority  of  the  King  and  Parliament^  and 
idmoving  him  from  that  situation  in  the  character  of 
sovereign,  ivhich  he  has  in  this  country ;  any  act 
taken  towards  the  formation  of  a  body,  which  was 
to  assume  such  authority,  is  an  act  of  conspiring  the 
deposition  of  the  King ;  any  act  towards  convening  a 
national  assembly,  to  act  with  sovereign  powerj  not 
formed  by  the  Legislature,  is  an  act  done  towards 
deposing  the  King,  who  now  has,  under  the  restraints 
of  the  Goostitoticx),  and  the  provisions  and  limitations 
of  Uie  law,  the  sovereign  power  vested  in  him.  You 
cannot  set  about  organising  a  body,  which  is  thus  to 
act^  without  meaning  to  depose  the  King,  without 
meaning  to  form  a  body  that  is  to  usurp  the  powers 
of  govermnent. 

Gentlemen,  I  think  the  evidence,  that  I  shall  lay 
before  you,  will  most  abundantly  satisfy  you  that  the 
coav^ition,  which  the  persons  charged  conspired  to 
form^  was  a  convention  to  alter  the  whole  form  of 
the  sovereign  pow^  of  this  country,  that  it  was  t<y 
form,  or  to  devise  the  means  of  forming,  a  represent* 
tt^e  government — to  vest  in  a  body,  founded  upon 
universsl  suffrage  and  the  alleged  unalienable,  and, 
as  they  are  <alled,  imprescriptible  rights  of  man,  all 
the  legislative  and  execuUive  government  ef  tlie  coun* 
try ;  that  a  conspiracy  to  this  end  would  be  an  overt- 
not  of  high  treason,  I  presume  cannot  be  disputed ; 
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it  deposes  the  King  in  the  destruction  of  the  regal 
office  in  the  constitution  of  the  state. 

Gentlemeoj  I  go  further :  if  it  had  been  intoided 
to  have  retained  the  name  and  ofEce  of  the  King  ia 
thecountry^  and  to  have  retained  it  in. the  person  of 
the  present  King,  creating^  however^  by  the  autho- 
Aty  of  the  intended  convention,  a  new  legislature^ 
to  act  with  him,  provided  they  would  allow  him  to 
act*  with  such  new  legislature^  and  thus  calling  upon 
him  to  act  against  the  express  obligations  of  his  oo«- 
ronation  oath^  if  he  could  forget  it,  it  still  would 
have  been  a  conspiracy  to  depose  him  from  his  royal 
authority 5  as  now  established  :.  if  he  refused  to  act, 
he*must  necessarily  be  deposed  from  that  authority ; 
if  he  did  accept,  he  was  not  the  King  of  England^  as 
he  is  established  by  law  the  King  of  England.  Bat 
he  could  not  accept ;  he  could  not  so  govern ;  he  is 
sworn  not  so  to  govern ;  he  must  refuse,  must  resist, 
and,  in  consequence  of  resisting,  his  life  must  be  in 
danger. 

Take  it  either  way,  that  persons  conspired  to  form 
a  convention  to  assume  all  civil  and  political  autho- 
rity, as  pretending  to  be  a  convention  of  the  pec^le 
(I  carQ  not  with  how  much  audacity  they  pretend  to 
be  a  convention  of  the  people),  or  to  devj^  the 
means  of  constituting  such  a  convention,  Fn  order, 
and  with  the  intent,  and  against  the , authority  of 
Parliament,  that  there  should  be  no  King,  or  in 
©nler  to  the  erecting,  by  their  own  authority,  a  new 
legislature  to  act  together  with  a  King,  and  togethev 
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wihthe  King,  if  they  permitted  tfte  present  to  be  ^fc 
4rin^,  I  'submit  that  such  a  conspiracy  is  an  overt 
aet  in  the  true  construction  of  law,  and  Bigh  trea^ 
son ) in  compassing  the  King*s  death.     The  King 
iDust'b^  deposed  while  such  a  new  constitution  was 
franoidg ;  he  could  not  treat  with  such  a  convention 
till  he  had  been  deposed;  it  could  be  those  only, 
th^t  had .  sovereign  authority,  that  could  frame  a 
constitution  :  then  he  is  surely,  by  this,  despoifed  o( 
his. kingly  government,  even  as  in  a  case  of  tempo- 
rary imprisonment.     I  repeat  again,  that  he  couid 
not^  consistently  with  his  coronation  oath,  do  other^^ 
wise  than  reject  it  when  framed  :  it  must  be  taken 
hr  granted  he  would  reject  it ;  his  life,  therefore, 
could  not  but  be  in  danger.    To  suppose  that  such  a 
meeting,  which  proposed  a  new  constitution,  would 
depart  quietly  home,  and  not  act,  if  it  was  not  ac- 
cepted, is  out  of  the  reach  of  all  human  credulity;  it 
is  not  according  to  the  ordinary  course,  and  eicpe- 
rience  of  ttiankind,  to  suppose  that  they  should  ixieet 
in  numbers,  anci^-make  no  use  of  their  numbers,  if 
the  show  of  them  did  not  produce  the  effect  intend*^ 
^ed :  this  is  not  according  to  the  ordinary  course  and 
^perience  of  mankind. 

Gentlemen,  the  King  in  his  Parliamexit  could  not 
be  the  sovereign  power  the  moment  the  meeting 
could  act  as  a  national  constituting  assembly,  or 
could  direct,  with  effect,  such  an  assembly  to  meet. 
The  power  so  to  act,  or  to  organize  with  effect  such 
a  meeting,  that  should  so  act,  pxiistpro  tempore  de- 
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pose  evei^  other  power*  This  is  the  character  bf< 
eonvention  of  the  peopfei  I  think,  as  given  in  tfat 
evidence  I  have  to  lay  before  you*  ,  With  respeet  M 
the  Defendant,  I  think  I  shall  satisfy  ycm  he  cG04 
spired  to  call  such  a  convention  ;  and  thai  he  aaid 
tiiat  The  convention,  which  I  am  to  caMi  is  irresistiMe^ 
it  is  uniimtted^  it  is  uncontrollable,  and  that  by  sueft 
a  convention^  my  Jull  and  fair  representation  oftAt 
peopk,  or  a  f%dl  and  fair  representation  in  ParlU^ 
ment  (if  you  choose  to  take  that  expression,  for  it  is 
toot  mere  expression  that  determines  what  men  tnetn)^, 
18  to  be  accomplished. 

Gentlemen,  in  the  country  in  which  I  am  speak« 
kig,  when  a  vacant  throne  was  given  (I  am  now  d«* 
kuiing  to  the  time  of  King  William)  by  those,  wluy^ 
as  tliey  are  stated  rn  the^  Bill  of  Rights,  represented 
all  the  estate^  of  the  people  of  this  realm,  to  King 
William  and  Queen  Mary,  they,  who  gave  it,  ceased 
to  have  or  to  exercise  the  power  of  sovereignty : 
io  &at  instant,  as  every  lawyer  must  speak  of  it,  \A 
^at  instant  the  sovereign  power  of  this  country  be* 
came  vested  in  the  King  and  Queen  upon  the  throne, 
to  be  exercised  in  legislation,  undoubtedly,  with  the 
ajlvice  and  consent  of  Parliament,  formed  according 
to  the  law  and  custom  of  the  country— incapable  of 
being  exercised  otherwise,  and,  as  to  the  executive 
authority,  exercised  under  the  control  of  provision^ 
and  limitations  of  the  law  and  constitution,  and  with 
.the  advice  which,  in  every  act  which  the  King  does, 
makes  somebody  respqnsible. 
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I  iMfat  fhdt  the  detngci  (^  cdnspiridg  to  a^di^d 
the  {M^pte^  ^bo  were  to  net  ae  a  obnvetitkMf  6f  thi^ 
f^^i  daiming  all  citil  afid  ^Irtica)  aUChoriff^  d^ 
dakAitlg  pttwer  to  alter^  against  its  Wilt^  die  tio^isti^ 
tuti^  legislature^  or  a  meeting  to  fomi  the  nVeatis  of 
Mngmg  together  such  a  conv^tioh  so  to  acty  id  atl 
iiiieftipt  to  ci^te  a  po^er  subviersive  of  tht  aiitbdi^ 
of  fhe  Kii!}g  aod  I\irliament>  a  power^  which  he  U 
boBtid  by  oath  to  resist  at  «aU  Imfflrds*  Bat  it  wiR 
tiot  nest  here :  this  will  be  a^ifiicie&tly  proved ;  but 
«vid!etice  wi^A  likewise  be  oSeted  to  you  as  satisfaclorf 
to  prove  thdft  the  express  ob^t  of  calling  this  Odcr^ 
veiVCiOn,  the  dl^ess  o1(»ject  of  appointing  a  (sottimVitftt 
of  conferenee  Md  co-operation^  which  was  to  de^isfe 
the  meafis  of  constituitng  such  a  conventioii^  was 
ollimafeiy,  afod  finally,  and  in  their  prospect^  the 
dep&sifion  tfike  King, 

Gentlertfien,  beyond  this,  and  supposing  it  nbt  to 
be  p«*oved,  tRe  Indictrnent  lias  charged  as  overt  atets) 
a  conspiracy,  without  the  mean  of  a  convention,  and 
noft  through  that  medium,  to  depose  the  King ;  if 
that  conspiracy  is  made  out  by  other  acts,  though 
neitfeer  a  contention,  assuming  all  political  aiithorlty,, 
nor  a  meeting  to  devise  the  means  of  calling  a  con- 
vention, which  should  assume  all  political  authority, 
ivas  intended,  yet  the  Indictmeftt  is  made  good. 

Gentlemen,  the  Indictifient  further  charges  as  aA 
overt  act  of  cortipassing  tlie  King's  death,  which 
without  question  it  is,  the  conspiracy  to  levy' war ;  I 
do  not  mean  constrftctire  w^r.     This  I  state,  with- 
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out  question,  to.be  an  overt  act  of.  compaetiog  the 
Ring's  death.  A  rising  to  oblige  .the  King  to  alter 
his  measures  of  government  amounts  to  levying  war 
Virithin  the^ statute.  A  conspiracy  to  levy  war  for  thU 
purpose  is  an  overt  act  of  compassing  the  King's 
death^  If  they  conspired  to .  form  a  representative 
fm;em7n«n^^  excluding. the  King  en tirely^. which  I  saj 
is  the  fact,  or^  if  they  conspired  not  to.  form  a  reprp-? 
sentative  government,  excluding  the  .King  entirely^ 
but  yet  tQ  compel  him,  by  their  own  strength,  and 
Ibrce,  to  govern  with  others,  and  without  thos^^ 
.which  he  chose. to  remain  with  him^  by  whose  advice 
and  consent  alone  he  is  sworn  and.botnd  to  govern^ 
I  mean  the  great  Council  of  the  nation,  the  Lords  in 
Parliainent  assembled,  the  G>mmons  in  Fadiament 
assembled,  according  to  the  constitution  of  the  ooun* 
try,  and  to  substitute  against  his  will,  and  against 
the  will  of  the  present  constituted  authority  of  the 
counti^  another  authority,,  formed  on  the  principles 
of  universal  sufFrage  and  annual  representation^  and 
so  formed  without  the.  authority  of  Parliameql,  I 
must  submit  to  the  Courts  and  to  you,  that  conspir* 
ing  to  do  thi^  would  be  an  overt  act  .of  treason  of 
deposing  the  King,  and  therefore  of  compassing  his 
death. 

Gentlemen,  you  will  also  observe  the  Indictment 
has  charged,  and  proof  will  be  offered  to  you  to. make 
it  out,  that  these  objects  were  meant  to  be  carried  by 
force,  by  actual  force. 
.  ...Gentlemen,  the  case^  as  I  have  hitherto  rdpre^ 
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aented  it,  is  not  a  case  aiming  rhen^y  at  inttmidatiDip 
the  Legislature,  and  inducing  it  by  an  act  done,  which 
was,  aobording  to  the  forms  of  the  constitution,  to 
bnry  the  constitution  in  its  grave,,  to  new-mouki  tfaci 
sovereign  power ;  the  ease  goes  far  b^ond  this ;  ap« 
plicaiion  in  any  shape  to  ]ParIiafnent  was  not  only  dis<«' 
avowed,  but  the  very  competency  of  Pariiament,  if 
Mppikid  to,  to  malce  a  law  to  new*modd  the  govcnu 
orient,  was  dispoted,  and  denied;  the  idea  of  thst 
ecHn  potency  was  hdd  to  be  irreconcilable  td  the  ^erf 
principle  upon  which  these  persons  assembled.  I 
mast  however  insist,  and  I  mean  to  do  it,  with  tin^ 
full  concurrence  of  my  humble  opinion,  that  a  goo« 
spkacy  to  compel  the  King,  by  force,  against  his  wtQ# 
to  give  his  assent  to  an  ad  obtained  from  the  Houses 
of  Parliament  in  order  to  alter  the  govemmnt  and 
frame  of  the  constitution  of  the  country,  wfaeda^  it 
was  obtained  from  the  two  Houses  of  Pu-liament,  or 
other  of  them,,  by  overawing  them,  or  not  oreraw^ 
iifg  thein,«^that  a  conspiracy,  by  foroe^  to  compel  the 
King,  in  the  exercise  of  the  highest  and  most  easen^ 
tial  net  of  the  sovereignty  ei  this  cowntry,  in  the  act 
of  giving  his  consent  U>  such  an  act,«^to  eonqpel 
him,  by  force,  to  do  that,  is  unqnestronably  an  overt 
act  of  treaaon  in  deposing  him,  and  in  compassing 
his  death.  It  is  neither  more  nor  leas, '  to  explain  it 
in  a  word^  than  to  substitute  the  will  of  those,  who 
coiifpiii«d  to  force  him,  in  the  room  of  that  royal  will^ 
in  whidi,  and  by  whidi  alone,  the  laws  of  this  ooon^ 
try,  and  the  oosistitiitifMi  (tf  this  oountryi  have  md 

XQh*    III.  I 
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^laU:  a  bill  (however  obtained  before  it  conies  to  him) 
shall  receive  the  authority  of  a  statute. 
(   Gentlemen^  I  have  thought  it  necessary  to  state 
thus  much  before  I  come  to  state  the  circumsitances 
of  the  case,  and  I  will  state  to  you  in  a  word  why. 
It  is  not  to  be  expected  by  persons,  who  execute  the 
great  and  important  duty  in  the  great  and  important 
i^tation,  the  functions  of  which  you  are  now  called 
upon  to  execute,  that  counsel  at  the  *bar  shall  be  able 
to  state  to  you  law,  that  no  man  can  question  the 
fioundness  of:  nay,  Gentlemen,  it  is  not  to  be  ex- 
pected by  you  that  counsel  at  the  bar  should  be  aUe 
to  state  to  you  in  all  cases  law,  which  men  of  grave 
character,  and  excellent  understandings,    of  great 
reason^  aiid  great  experience  in  their  profession,  may 
hot  dispute  the  soundness  of.    It  is  the  duty  of  coun-» 
sel,  more  particularly  it  is  the  duty  of  that  counsel; 
who  ought  to  remember  that,  if,  in  prosecuting  the 
subject,  he  presses  him  unfairly,  he  betrays  in  the 
niost  essential  pohfit  the  duty  which  he  owes  to  the 
sovereign :  it  is  his  diity  to  endeavour  faithfully  and 
honestly  to  explain  and  expound  the  law,  that  is,  to 
apply  to  the  facts  of  the  particular  case,  reasoning 
upon  the  law,  according  as  he  is  able  to  do  it,  in  the 
exercise  of  painfol  industry,  exerted  under  the  re. 
flection  that*  he  Is  under  much  obligation  at  least  to 
endeavour  to  represent  the  law  truly. 
'  Gentlemen,  I  have;  thought  it  iny  duty^  'in  a  pro* 
secutioh,  the  principles  of  which  interest  the  civil 
liiatpptnttss  of  all  mankind^  ta  tti^Dtion  distinctly  a^id 


•> 
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fairly  what  are  the  principles  upon  which  I  proceed ; 
r  ha^e  no  doubt  in  my  own  mind^  but  that  I  have 
stated  these  doctrines  as  the  law  of  England  would 
state  them,  and  I  claim  from  you  and  from  the  pub- 
lic that,  in  the  fair  exercise  of  my  duty,  conducted 
under  such  a  sense  and  understanding  of  that  duty, 
as  I  have  now  explained  to*  you,  yon  and  they  will 
do  me  the  credit  at  least  to  think,  that  the  principles 
which  I  have  stated  are  such  as  I  believe  to  be  sane- 
tioned  by  the  law  of  England. 
■  Gentlemen,  I  shall  presume  for  a  moment,  after 
haying  read  to  you  the  Indictment^  and  given  you 
that  exposition  of  it,  which  I  humbly  offer  to  your 
attention,  that  the  law  has  (at  least,  according  to  my 
judgment,  it  certainly  has)  been  complied  with  la 
these  respects;  namely,  the  Indictment  has  told  you 
with  sufficient  certainty  what  it  is,  that,  is  meant  to 
be  imputed  as  an  oveH  act  of  compassing  the  King's 
death.  It  is  not  necessary  to  be  disputing  that  now, 
because,  if  I  have  failed  in  the  due  execution  of  my 
duty  in  that  respect,  the  Prisoner  cannot  be  injured 
by  it. 

Gentlemen,  I  have  before  satd  to  you,  that,  in  a 
case  of  high  treason,  the  evidence  muft  not  only  be 
convihcing,  but  it  must  be  formal ;  and,  though  the 
object  of  the  s^urity  of  the  person  and  government 
of  the  King  is  the  highest  object  that  the  law  haa 
looked  to,  yet  I  must,  at  the  same  time,  inforai 
you,  that  the  law  for  the  security  of  the  public, 
which  is  in  truth  part  of  the. object  involved  in  tbt 
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ohjeci  of  the  seittrity  of  the  p^r$on  ftnd  government 
of  lAe  Kingf-rn-ia  ^SflentiaUy  unite4  with  it-r-raod  inse-f 
parable  from  it :  the  law  has  required  Aot  only  that 
you  phall  faavie  one  witneas,  if  he  were  the  oqosl; 
oredibte  tnaq  in  the  world;  ,tQ  give  cx>Dvipping  evi* 
dence  6f  the  f^,  but  that  that  cQDvincipg  evideoo^ 
muat  be  rendered  yet  more  conolMsiv^  hy  th^  te^ti* 
mony  of  two  witnesses ;  that  you  should  ^t  les^t 
have  one  witness  to  one  avert  act,  and  another  tQ 
another  overt  act  of  the  same  si^epies  pf  tr^^^n* 

Gentlemen,  having  stated  to  you  thq  proj^,  in 
a  general  w^ay,  to  which  I  apprehend  this  Indiotment 
^{djes,  I  presume  that  you  may  possibly  r^son  tbus^ 
When  (his  Indictment  diarges,  that  thes?  per^ns 
oompassed  th^  death  of  the  King  and  to  depose  hhn| 
««that  they  donspired  to  assemble  a  convention  in 
defiance  of  the  authority  of  Parliaroeat, — 10  wbvfirt 
th^  rule  and  government  of  the  kingdom,  f^g^in^t 
the  will  and  in  defiance  of  the  Legislature^ — tP  4e- 
lhK)ne  the  Monarch,  reigning  in  the  hearts  pf  9 
gi^a^  majority  of  hit  people,  you  will  naturally  aek^ 
— by  what  process  was  it,  that  such  person^,  a9 
tiiese/  eouVl  e^ectuate  such  a  purpose  ?    Wh^n  the 
indictment  ^barges,   that  they  composed  a  great 
vai^iety  of  booksi,  containing  inMciteroenbi  to  ohicios^ 
persons,  ajSi  (^legates,  to  compose  a  convention  for 
«uch  traitorotts  purpose6,<r-*9in  what  language,  yoa.u4il 
iiatumlly  ask,  could  such  iucitemetit&  to  sjuoh  a  mo- 
mentfifua  prefect,  have  been  conveyed,  and  to  whem 
«eould  thftt  language  have  been  ad4re8sed  2    When  it 
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dni^eei  that  they  mdl^  amd  deKherftte4  anieng  tbrnn^ 
sdVes^  together  ^ith  divers  other'  falad  tr«itorS)-^H( 
#hak  liiEle^  iii  ^daat  ihanner,  aod  iift  what  p)|ice^  it 
Slay  be  aiked,  have  these  people  fliet  to  deUteratf 
opol»  thdt  project^  for  the  aocbirtplishment  of  wbieb 
to  maoliy  persons  im^t  be  engaged  ?*— By  what  nteHfta 
iret^  Ibey  to  bring  together  the  sufcjecka  of  thd  ooi^iM 
Uy^  tif  a^od  ddegates  to  sm:h  r  truitoroo^  ochiven^ 
f ioA,  to  ittsutTfe^  such*  So?ere^  po^iif  I  This  tort  ef 
^MStion  may  be  porsoed.  I  shall  not  porsne  il  hf 
Mx^^brvation^  upon  cfvery  ovfert  act  to  this  IndictmenCi 
•  Vow^  Oentiemeti,  my  ansiwer  Id  this  is  a  shor| 
9htS4  i  think  it  will  be  proved  to  yobr  satisfodion^ 
il&t, '  M  they  meant,  in  the  woi^da  bf  the  dct  of  Par^ 
fidments  to  intrbdutte  that  system  of  misery  and 
aiSlMhy/  Wkaob  jir^ai led  nv  Franbey  they  mea&t  t^ 
iWtAKksc^  it  by  the  teme  meana^-^o  proceed  Apon 
the  same  pri<icfp)eGi  to  the  time  cTikf^-^and  by  tbtt 
flrtte  wm  to  execat*  the  same  pvrpofie^. 
<  ^relltldmeiiy  if  thi  eiperience  e^  Etropb  bad  iM 
manifested  what  has  passed  in  Franee  (arid  thb  pito-% 
jifit  «<%bt  perhupa  be  bNmght  from  Ymiice  ittto 
Oreaf  Bl-iiaih  by  bot  an  individiiaL  6^  two)>  if  tfuiti 
apHf^db  bfti  Hoi  Ahvm  us  what  has  passed  in 
fivtm^  «>  (he  demotion  of  iHablAsovkmtoent—t^ 
iHe  d«#lgiHft!ti<M  Alike  of  that  govemnneot,  .which  the)r 
IUBs(il«kt^  intJtt^  robnri  of  its  old  gova^nmeAtr^rfd 
iWhh,  in  the  iMt  aotef  itsf  powei'y  pi^oteated  ag^insl^ 
tKl^  eiH^t«ft(^  of  dubffy  as  tnoobipattble  with  the  se« 
ftirity  6(  rifty  <»ttotry,  I  say,  till  thd  subyersion  of 
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government  in  France  took  place,  and  apon  prin* 
ciples,  to  a  blind  admiration  of  which  in  this  country^ 
—a  country  whidi,   under  the  peculiar  favour  of 
Providence^  is  alike  in  its  blessings,  as  it  is  in  its 
situation^    ^^   toto  divisas    orbe  Briiannos,*^  but  in 
which  we  have  found  a  disposition  to  8acri6ce  all 
those  blessings — it  could  not  perhaps  have  entered 
into  the  heart  of  man  to  conceive,  that  a  project  so 
(extensive  should  have  been  set  on  foot  by  persons  in 
liumber  so  few; — that  a  project,   existing  almost 
every  where,  should  yet  be  visible  no  where  ;-*^-4hat 
a  project  should  be  so  deeply  combined,  and  compli* 
cated,-*-should  exist  to  such  an  almost.inconceivable 
extent,— should  be  formed  with  so  much  politiical 
craft — it  could  not  enter  into  the  heart  of  man  to 
conceive,  that  it  should  have  existed  in  any  country^ 
mnch  less,  that  it  was  possible  that  it  should  exist  ia 
this  country  of  Great  Brit|iin  to  the  extent  in  which 
I  am  sure,  whatever  your  verdict  may  say  upon  the 
guilt  of  the  Prisoner,  you  will  be. satisfied  it  has 
existed  in  this  country. 

But  the  law  of  England  does  npt  require  that  any 
such  case,  as  this,  should  be  proved  before  you.  If 
you  are  iBatisfied  that  what  the  Indictment  charges 
was  imagined,  and  that  a  step  was  taken,  to. ^ectuafe 
that  intent,  it  is  enough — it  is  ndt  the  extent,  iii 
which  the  project  was  proceeded  upon — it  is  not  the 
extent,  to  which  the  project  was  rqtQOus — ^it  is  not 
necessary  to  prove,  that  the  means  were  as  compe- 
tent  to  the  end  propos^d^  as  they  were  thought  to. 
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lie,  by  those  who  wei  thmi«  Nd^  r.Genttefnen,  M 
providbnce  of  the  •; law  steps  in  upon  tlieir  first  'ino» 
tioUy  whether  tb^y  forotsh  themsfelves  with  mems 
adequate  or  inadequate  to  thdr  purposes^the  lair 
s^sps  in  then,  conceiving  its  providence  al  that  mot 
ment  to  be  necessary  for  the  safety  of  the  Kiqg  «n4 
the  security  of  the  siibfect. 

The  project,  the  general  character  o(  wMch  I  shall 
give  you,  proving  it. by  the  particular  facts,  and  a^^ 
plying  the  particular  facts  (for  I  have  np  right  to  give 
^ou  the  general  project,  unless  I  can  so  apply  the 
particular  facts)  to  the  person  now  accused,  seems  to 
me  to  have  been  this*  Imported  from  France  in  the 
latter  end  of  the  year  J791  or  1792,  by  whom 
brought  hither  it  does  not  much  matter,  the  intent 
was  to  constitute  in  London^  with  affiliated  societies 
in  the  country,  clubs  which  were-  to,  govern  this 
country  upon  the  principles  of  the  Preneh  govern^ 
ment,  th^  alleged  unalienable^  imprescriptible  rights 
.of  man,  suqh,  as  they  are  stated  to  be,  inconsistent 
in  the  very  nature  of  them,  with  the  being  of  a  Kin^ 
.or  of  Lords  in  a  govern ment-^deposing,  therefore^ 
,the  moment  they  come  into  execution,  in  the  act  of 
creating  a  sovereign  power^  either  mediat<$Iy  or  ioir 
mediately,  the  King,  and  introducing  a  republican 
government  with  a  right  of  eternal  reform,  ai)4 
therefore,  with  a  prospect  of  eternal  revolution,    . 

Gentlemen,  we  have  all  heard  of  a  club  called  this 
Jacobin  Club  at  Paris/  This,  with  its  affiliated  so- 
cieties^-^hpwever  impoaiihle  it  was  thought  th^t  it 
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ihbukl  efifact  Mich  thingB^^^bowef^r  ^M  iii«  fuM 
would  hove  bteiv  thought)  imo  whoii^  h^dd  doch  atl 
innginatioa  could  have  entered  a>  tl^Ht  ittOuld  elftct 
them,  first  overset  the  xvh6le  cotMitotiotf,  thett  itt^ 
tf3odu»d  toother,  which  could  Dot  exist  tipOn  the 
^rindplei  wJiich  gave  it  birAi  end  h^^  finally  inlro^ 
duced  government  after  government,  till  it  haft  at 
bst  left  the  coimtry  io  that  undeecribable  state  of 
things,  in  orhioh  ive  now  ^e  it. 

Gitftletnen,  the  great  end  of  the  persons  eoneerti*!' 
td  tn  this  project)  though  not  altogether  visible,  or 
not  much  disclosed  upon  its  first  {bttnttidtk,  wa», 
^hen  they  had  sufteientl/  diffused  their  prtiMnpkk 
thmugh  this  country,  by  ^tifice,— by  union,— ^by 

oOttibioattoOi'-^y  afti}iatioh,'^by  fl^atemiMtidn  (tho^ 

who  formed  the  pr^ect,  whoever  they  Werei  ende^^ 
Vourtng  to  force  it  into  eitecution  by  tn^nd  Whieh 
fer]Mp$  #oukl  shock  the  mindfe  of  men  th^t  ere  not 
ii}w$ys  dwelling  upon  political  subjects),  to  itsseittbte 
k  convention  o^ delegates  from  clubs,  to  assoene  the 
l^wer  of  ^be  pe6^1e^  supported  in  the  it^suihptioti 

«nd  exercise  of  that  power  by  the  individual  mem- 
tiers  of  the  ^iSIikted  sooietieft.  «nd  by  their  ddMbined 
rtrengthV 

O^ntlemeUj  we  have  no  occMlon  ift  thi^  cause  to 
ht  disputing  upon  abstract  Questions,  As  to  thepow^ 
of  the  people  to  change  their  governte«fnt«  f  fttMfe 
to  you  that  the  inMntion  wes^  to  ftssemblie  a  ^n^ 
teniion  of  delegates  from  those  o)ubs>  fb  a^ume  the 
powers  of  governtneiiit/  H^  people^  the  itvfimtls 


fAtjori^  of  the  j^eople  ttdverte  to  any  ohaiiget  dis* 
tlttj^ufihinf  between  abus^  in  the  ddminiatmtion 
of  tlie  govemoieiu.  And  ^ioes  in  the  form  of  the 
g^ertunent  adminitterdd^  ftay^  arderf tly  dtt«^«l  to 
the'  old  goveftiftmnt)  'must  tmve  been  arefdd  to  havd 
bMA  sirtiduad  by  a  convention  bf  the  delegated  from 
diaie  dod^^te^^  ^^o  meant  to  have  assumed  the  re« 
piieaaniatiofT  0f  the  peofile,  and  to  have  exercted  the 
poWerB  whinh  they  slated  to  be  inherent  in  those 
whom  they  professed  to  represent. 

OentieiAen^  it  is  not  difficult  to  conceive^  aller 
#hat  hais  happened  in  fa<!t  in  France^  how  it  should 
hupp^ll  that  the  opinion  of  tlieee  frfU:emii»ng  86^ 
tiMite  ahould  have  the  force  of  the  wilt  of  a^  majority 
Of  the  nation*,  though  they  constituted  a  vast  and  tfi^ 
fiAit«  miOOfity  indeed.  You  will  find,  in  th6  evi« 
deaoe  bo  be  laid  before  you,  that  it  w&is  ptt(^&Af 
understood  how  this  might  be  by  tho§e  Who  ai« 
xMtbtA  in  this  Iitdietfifyent.  The  great  buHt  of  th* 
immunity,  engaged  i<i  diffet^nt  pursuitb,  ai«  Hittt^ 
ibti^  itiospabte  of  being  combineid  in  opposition  to  xhk 
eke^utidti  of  a  purpose,  which  is  to  be  brought 
ebottt  hfg  p^tA  bodies  of*  men,  that  are  combined^  I 
ineed  not  ghe  yon  a  stronger  instanee  of  it  thM 
thik*  \t  is  within  the  memory  of  most  of'u^  living, 
thai  a  ftw  thousand  men  in  St.  (j^orge'a  Fields^ 
eombined  in  one  purpose,  reduced  this  meirdpofis  ib 
an  ab^ute  state  of  anarchy  >  a  atate  in  whibb  no^* 
vemment  ejsiMed.  If  any  man  had  been  A^ed,  li 
Jj^iiighc  Jbefore  the  event  to  which  J  am  now  aHud- 
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iog,  Is  it  possible  for  four  or  five  thousand  men  to 
assemble  in  St«  George's  Fields,  and  to  rob  and' 
f^lunderiQvery  body  they  dioose  in  London  and  ten 
miles  round  it  ?  That  m^ouM  have  been  thought  ut» 
terly  tnipossible — but  yet  it  happened<~vihy  ?  be- 
muse a  combination  . of  the  few  will  subdue  the  many, 
who  ^re  not  combined,  apd  with  great  facility  ;  and 
combined  bodies  of  men  have  had^  as  you  will  find» 
an  efnistenoe  in  this  country3  to  an  extent  which  few 
men  had  any  idea  of. 

You  will  find  them  organized, — prepared  fgr  emer- 
gencies and  exigencies,-«-relying  upon  theif  own 
strength, — ^^determined  to  act  upon  their,  combined 
strength,  in.a<  system  of  acting  together, — in  some 
in$tlmces  acting  with  a  secnecy  calculated  to  elude 
qbs^rviitioi;! — in  other  instances,  proceeding,  by  di« 
f ectly;  contrary  means,  to  the  same  end, — represent- 
j^g  their  numbers  a^  greater  than  they  were,  and 
therefore  increasing  their  number  by  the  very  opera- 
tion of  the  influence  of  the  appearance , of  strength 
upon  the  minds  of  others,  without  a  j)0S8ibility  that 
that  nYisrq)resentation  should  be  set  right.  You 
yviW  find  them  inflaming  the  ignorant,  tender  pretence 
fi{  enlightening  them ; — debauching  their  principles 
towards  their  country,  under  pretence  of  infusing 
politiqal; knowledge  into  them  ;*-—^ddre8sing  them* 
^selves  principally  to  those  whose  rights^  whpse  iur 
'  terests  ar^,  in  the  eye  of  the  law  and  constitution  of 
J^nghsod,  as  valuable  as  those  of  any  men,  but 
whQ»e.educat;ion  do^  not  enable  thecn.iromediately 


tQ  tlisttnguUb  between  political  truth  and.  the  tnisoo- 
fjifesentations  held  out  to  them^— working  upon  the 
passions  of  men,  whom  Providence  hath  placed  iQ^ 
the  lower,  but  useful  and  highly  respectable  situa<» 
ttons  of  life,  to  irritate  them  against  all  whom  its 
bounty  hath  blessed  by  assigning  to  them  situations 
Qf  rank  and  property^ — representing  them  as  thdr 
oppressors,  as  their  enemies,  as  their  plunderers,  as 
those,  whom  they  should  not  suffer  to  exist;-— and, 
in  order  at  the  jsame  time  to  shut  out  the  possibility 
of  correcting  original  error,  or  rectifying  the  opinions 
of  those  whom  they  had  so  inflamed,  ^  misinformed, 
debauched,  and  misled^  not  admitting  them  into 
.these  afHliated  societies  till  they  had  subscribed  tests 
•—the  principles  of  which  they  were  not  to  examine 
aft^r  they  had  been  admitted,,  but  the*  principles  of 
which  they  were  to  carry  into  execution^  when  as* 
sembled  in  aconvention-— to  carry  into  execution  tbosie 
principles,  as  acting  for  the  people,  by  a  great  majo- 
rity  of  whom  they  were  held  in  utter  detestation. 

Gentlemen,  to.  say  that  9n  act  done  was  meant  to 
be  done  as  a  means  taken. in  the  execution  of  such 
9  project  as  this  is,  till  die  person,  who  takes  it, 
thinks  the  scheme  practicable,  I  admit  is  not  reason*  ' 
able,  but  undoubtedly*  he  may  think  it  practisable 
long  before  it  is  really  so.  Now,  you  will  be  abun- 
dantly satisfied,  ttekft  these  conspirators  thougl^t  (bat 
the  tiipe  was  now  come— that  the  time  for  a  conven* 
tion,  which  had  been  the  object  of  anxious  expecta* 
tion^  doubting  for  a  year  or  two  whether  it  would 
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Vr^  be  gfatified,  that  thM  timi  w^  n&m  dcMM>  nflA 
iht  itte^^te^  tAM  vftre  Itikennpofa  that  to[)pddittM 
«^th^  the  oppdrttitrity  hid  a^iVed,  Whkb>  if  lldt 
biidf  hotd  af  iww,  wo^  be  lost  fdttvet* 

OtxttkvAehj  the  pta^e  of  thi$  toontry  bav(»  in  f^ 
ttenli^  fodted  attflcfhtD^M  to  ttt  GoternOMiM.  TM 
pdhfid  6piti\cfi\  Off  Ootef mrlemt  id  Ml  fini  66uAWy,  Itt 
^eH  d^  in  eti^ry  otheri  lu  pfttidfMi  fldpfMrt  t  MA 
ifierdort  ft  htc^nne  il(5Cie«^y  td  iiifiMe,  #h«>«  ib 
Mudh  emiM  be  safely  raggested,  Whet-e  th«  MiM 
Wi^^  prepared  for  it,  an  opiriioo,  thtt  |hii  forttk  bf  tte 
:i^riiis;h  gov^ehififjfem  wa^i  risidicalfy  vitiibiM'^thdt  it  vrtA 
foutided  On  prindj^es  Of  oppre^ionH^Hat  it  waft 
fouf^ded  6ti  ttue  d^strotttoi^  of  nattrraf,  iMpfeKrip^ 
tihU,  ahd  tiftatietidble  righta.— ^ith.  6tber^^  yoo 
^iltftnd^  they  thotrgiht  it  neces^ry  to  t^  a  little 
inore  eautibn— not  to  alarm  tbenr,  Ikit.eohiifMdt 
their  attachmertt  to  the  form  6(  the  ebostitntiott,  by 

l^kitig  advantage  of  weU-ftieaning  Yg:ilforanee,  undit 
pretence  of  mstriieting^  it,  ta  enlii^t  thenl  ahaaRke  xA 
the  project  of  desf rojnng  that  c6n»titut}dti  t&  T»trich 
they  were  attached.  To  theoi,  therefore,  the  ferm 
of  the  govemilient  vvas  not  spokefr  df  m  terftia  whlcH 
they  might  understand  to  be  a  ^otldemtlafion  df  it, 
though  they  were  really  sirch,  but  by  ttitkiit^  uaef  df 
general  expressiorte,  sach  a$  obtainmg  "  a  foil  AAA 
«^  fair  fepresentation  of  the  peof^e  in  VlAtWMiMC^ 
'^  a  full  representation  of  (he  p6dpte,'*  SOtttetldiitft 
without  mention  of  Parllatftertt— fteter  trith  acfttttl 
mention  of  the  King  and  Lords,,  as  e04Xi«titig  t<5g4* 


ther  with  Parliament-^by  uii^g  t^rais,  which  cm** 
ttinly  may  nmn  9^t  it  nn^  b#  conbeoded  in  tlm 
4^ncQ  th4$y  di4  inefyKVi^ut  ter cp^  the  same  in  tb^ 
Mpres6iQn»  eeiKiiqiy  the  ^me  in  their  import^  94 
those,  which  wpr^  u$ed  ip  avery  act  which  pufised  in 

0 

(bifi  w'qntry  4urifig  the  time  of  the  Coiniu9iiwcalth» 
when  we  nfitiier  h^d  King  ppr  Lords*^-that  may  s^if 
^ify  t  goirernfn«9t  existing  without  Lards  or  ^ingi 
by  <ieclaring  the  ohtaining  mch  a  repreaentation  <^ 
the  peo^  as  neqe^^ry  to  th^  natural,  unalienai|Iet 
imprewriptibW  rights  of  maWi  as  stated  by  Mr; 
peine :  l?y  theqe  leeans  and  artifices  they  attempted 
to  engage  in  theiF  service  the  physical  strength  of 
snen^  who  might  not  and  did  not  discover  the  t^A 
nature  of  the  plan,  which  that  strength  was  to  be 
employed  in  eiecuting-^who  had  not  informatioii 

enough  to  discover  what  the  representation  wa» 
meant  finally  to  do  or  to  execute.  But  you  will  find 
the  per»>n9  mentipned  in  thi^  Indictment  had  no 
doubt  about  !t««~][  mark  these  circumstances  to  you, 
because,  in  the  evidence  th'4t  is  to  be  laid  before  you 
(and  I  am  now  stating  the  general  character  of  the 
evidenoa,and  not  th^prinqi[:^  upon  which  the  d)a(ge 
is  made)'*-^in  the  evidence  to  be  laid  before  you  of 
tii€  plan  for  the  execution  of  these  purposes,  some 
very  remarkable  particulars  occur;  and  when  you 
eome  to  decide  upon  this  case^  I  humbly  beg  your 
attention  to  those  particulars  ;<^some  very  remarkr 
able  partieubrs  will  oociir. 
Xm  will  find  that  the  l«a4ipg  i^ubs^t  by  whi<^  I 
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fneari  the  Constitutional  Society,  judging-  of  its  con- 
duct for  the  purpose  of  this  cause^  ihotlgh  in  sonie 
other  cases  we  must  go  farther  back,  but,  for  the 
purpose  of  this  cause,  judging  of  its  conduct  frpn* 
about  the  beginning  of  the  year  179^5    and  the* 
London  Corresponding  Society,  which  was  formed, 
tKrhether  created,  I  will  not  say,  but  which  was  mo- 
delled by  some  leading  members  of  the  Constitu- 
tional Society,  and  received  its  corporate  existence, 
if  I  may  use  the  term,  as  it  will  be  proved,  under  '* 
their  own  hand-writing — most  distinctly  from    the 
hand-writing  of  some,  who  yet  belong,  and  some, 
who  have  ceased  to  belong  to  the   Constitutional 
Society;  these  leading  societies,  you  will  find,  en- 
Ii3ting  into  their  affiliation   many  societies  in  the 
country,    composed  of  men   who  expressed  their 
doubts  as  to  the  views  of  these  societies  in  London, 
— who  expressed  their  fears  as  well  as  their  doubts 
about  those  views — who  required  information  as  to 
the  purposes  of  those  societies  in  London — some  of 
these  societies  in  the  country  professfng  one  set  of 
principles,  some  another ; — but  all  assistance  is  taken 
that  is  offered :   accordingly  you  will  see  that   the 
London  societies  enlist  persons  who  profess,  **  that 
**  they  ought  to  submit  to  no  power  but  what  they 
*^  have  themselves    immediately  constituted  r**-— to 
these  they  give  answers,  couched  in  dark,  cautious, 
prudent,    but    satisfactory   and    intelligible   terms : 
those,  who  profess  still  to  have  attachments  to  the 
monarchy  of  the  country,  and  wiio' express  appre- 
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hensions  about  its  safety  from  the  principles  of  th^ 
London  societies,  and  the  conflicting  principles  of 
varioDs  country  societies,  they  sooth  into  fraterniza- 
tion, by  telling  them  that  all  would  be  set  right  ^'  by  a 
"  full  and  fair  representation  of  the  people  in  Parlia* 
*^  ment ;" — a  name  which  was  given  to  the  Commons 
under  Cromwell,  as  well  as  to  the  legitimate  Pariia-* 
ments  of  this  country  at  different  periods, — ^Without 
telling  them  either  what  these  words  meant,  or  how 
that  Parliament  was  to  operate  to  reconcile  these  dif- 
ferences,  which  you  will  find  amounted  onlt/  to  the 
differences  between  an  attachment  to  an  absolute  re- 
public, and  an  attachment  to  a  limited  monarchy. 

They  enlist  alike  those,  who  expreseed  a  wish  to 
know  whether  they  proposed  to  reform  the  House  of 
Commons,  and  those  who  wished  to  know  whether 
they  intend  to  rip  up  monarchy  by  the  roots ;  their 
answers  were  calculated  to  satisfy  each  of  them,  to 
satisfy  whatever  might  be  the  disposition  of  those, 
who  address  the  questions  to  them,  requiring  in- : 
'formation  upon  subjects  so  totally  different. 

Gentlemen,  this  is  not  all :  you  will  find  again, 
that,  for  these  purposes,  publications  upon  the  go- 
vernment of  the  country,  which  are  alluded-  to  in 
this  Indictment,  and  which  will  be  given  to  you  in 
evidence,  that  publications  upon  the  government  of 
the  country  were  adopted  by  those  societies  as  their 
•own,  and  circulated,  if  I  may  so  express  myself,  \k 
a  mass,  round  the  country^  circulated  in  a  manner, 
that  totally  diestro|^  the  liberty  of  the  press  in  thfe 
country. — The  liberty  of  the  press  in  this  country 
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never  ought  ta  be  oiider  «n  uiuiue  <x>rrection  of  th0 
bwj^  bot  it  must  always  be,  for  tb^  sake  of  tht 
people^  subject  to  the  correction  of  the  law :  you 
wiU  find  that  tlieae  publications  are  either  brought 
into  the  world  with  such  a  secrecy  as  baffles  all  pro^ 
gQCutioUj-^^pnblished  without  names  of  authors  or  of 
printers^-^publiahed  by  contrivance,  I  am  sorry  tp 
«ay  ^  contrivance  published  in  the  dead  of  night 
(tbpugh  they  are  the  worka  of  men  who  have  talent$ 
to  state  them  to  open  day^  if  fit  to  be  stated  to  open 
day)y  and  published  in  quantities^  which  make  th^ 
application  of  the  wholesome  provisions  of  thQ  law 
utterly  incompetent  to  the  purpose  of  allowing 'thf 
oorrecticHi  of  the  law  tp  be  as  frequent  as  the  com- 
mission of  the  pfienc^s  Bgainst  it. 

Gentlemen,  with  respect  to  many  of  theae  publi- 
cations I  may  take  notice  of  what  baa  happened  in 
the  history  of  this  country,  and  though  no  man 
wishes  less  to  talk  of  hin)self  than  I  do,  y^t  I  am 
il^eaking  in  the  presence  of  many,  who  have  heard 
me  both  in  Court  and  in  Parliament  respecting  those 
publications  to  which  I  allude  (and  which  will  be 
offered  to  you  in^  evidence)^  e^^press  the  difficulty 
Ui9t  niy  noind  laboured  under  to  concede  that  aueh  a 
paUicatipn  as  the  Address  to  the  Addressers,  waa 
l)ot,  according  to  law,  an  overt  act  of  high  treason* 
«*^It  did  appear  to  me  that  the  publication  of  the 
tiook  called  the  Address  to  the  Addressers  was  an 
overt  Mt  of  high  treason,  for  the  purpose  of  deposing 
tkw  lining ;,  at  least  I  tbougiU  it  required  an  ingenuity 
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^Xkd  suUlet3{,  much J^eyond  that  which bslongedte^ 
lD;y;,ij;vin(^,  to  sjtate  ssUi^actory  rea^ona  why  it  was  no^ 
^p ;  hiuH  iher^  were  reasons  saitisfaQtory  tp.  those  who 
qao  Judge  hettter  than  I  can^  ^nd  tl^erefore,  th^  IjKXil^ 
was  tnea^ed  only  as  a.  libcfl  ;-Trrbi|t  wheal /ppODe.  to  soq 
U^  a^  qooiiieqtef}  wi^h.  t\ie  xqass  Qf  poblications  aU 
Iu4e4  tQ  ia  this  Xn^iptp^^n^-r^  cpnnecJLod  with 
measures  that  I  hare  tfi^  state  ^q  yqu  ia  t^e  qoorse,  of 
QP?nipg  tihis  Qaus?^-i-:wd  as  connected  with,  the  pro- 
l^t  whiph  this  Ii;i4^^^^^^^  impute^  to  ^epp^e  t^ 
l^iog^^  I.  say  it  is  either  noio^t  dis^iiict  ei^i^e^e  o^ai^ 

Qier(  9Pt  pC  High  trmR^  Off  it  if  aflOM^rt  act  9fi^k 
^rewqq  itself, 

Qeoll^n^  ypu  will  alsq  not  ^il  tq  obsenje  («^ 
I  ^a^^it  ^  a  general  feature  and  ch^r^f^f  f^  ^ 
ei^idf^nce  ^h^t;  I  havi?  tq  lay  before  yQi()ir-¥tke  .ffialltgf 
xiapt  art»  ^nd^  if  I  ip^y  sa  exprei^  xnyml^i  the.  iiifv 

^i)StnQvis  ^alfgnjty^  with  which  ^isc^nte^t  has  bei^i^ 
spres^  l)y  thesM$  two  soci^ies  in  l^p^Ai^,  at^  tjs^ct 
q^lis  ^  ^pr^arfiDg  it  hi^ve  beea  stij^^iqudy  ^v4 
aoftiov^ly  t^vght  frpOT  society  to  speiptiy  >— rt^e*  mcja^ 
of. spreading  sedition^  fresh  as  from  J^nd^P^-ip-  ^^^i3( 
town,  ajl  with  reference  (fcir  tbpy.^re:  ijqt.  ipateri^^ 
if  yoii  do  iipt  find  th^y  h^d  such  a.  reier^pe)  to  thfi^ 
fin^l  acq oinplishdient  of  the  saff  e  pijirpose  f  3fou  witt 
npt  fail  to  observe,  bow  the  passions  ^Qd  i^ter^ts  p^ 
individuals  h^Y^:  b^er\  asf^ed*  and  t})^  ii^t]ipd  p( 
assailing  theip  t^ughti  apogrd^ng  to  tiheir  f^atioq^iq 
Ijfe-^not  qi^rely  ugm  gov?rni?k«B|x---^b#,,  fgr  t^ 
purpose  of  ?»hfer4iug  g9YCM»«8Bli>  ^WPft  <^tl\^-m 

VOL.  HI.  X 
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e6rh.1>m^taxes-.game.Iaws~inipres8  service-Kin'y 
thing  that  ooiild  be  represented  as  a  grievance,  as  well 
ks  the  government  itself,  and  to  thislntent — ^that,  in 
aid  and  assustance  oif  each  other,  societi^,  as  th^ 
expressed  it,  *^  might  overspread  the  whole  face  of 
*^  the  island,^  and  ^  that  the  island  might  become 
"  free**— you  will  mark  their  expressions — ^^  by  the 
'^  satne  means,  by  which  France  became  so.** 
'  Gentlemen,  in  stating  to  you  the  character  of  this 
evidence,  it  is  necessary  for  me  to  make  one  obser* 
tatioil,  and  it  is  the  last  I  shall  trouble  you  with :  it 
is  with  respect  to  the  principles  upon  which  cofi* 
strudbn  is  to  be  given  to  the  written  evidence  that 
wtlibe  adduced  in  this  cause.    Now,  I  desire  to  state 
this  to  your  minds,  aa  a  principle  perfectly  reason^ 
^e  in  the  admihistratibn  of  justice  towards  men,' 
who  are  called  upon  to  answer  for  offences,  that  the 
bnguage,  which  they  use,  ought  to  be  considered 
iooording  to  its  obvious  sense,    f  f  the  language  ad- 
im(B,  and  naturally  admits,  of  a  double  interpreta- 
fioni  it  must  then  be  considered  according  tp  the 
iiature  of  the  principle,  which  that  language  is  cat- 
coUrted  to  carry  into  execution ;  eadi  paper  must  be 
Considered  with  reference  to  the  context  of  the  same 
paper,  and  with  reference  to  the  contents  of  all  other 
jpapers,  that  form  the  evidence  of  the  same  system^^ 
wfaidi  the  psper  produced  is  meant  to  prove. 
'  Mow,  if  yott  riiould  find  that,  in  detailing  the 
aljjects  of  tlris  Society,  in  detailing  what  they  meant 
to^o,  audita  detnling  how  they  meant  to  execute 
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what  they  purposed,  they  should  in  fact  have  stated, 
that  they  meant  neither  that  which  was  legal, — nor 
that  which  was  constitutional, — nor  that  which  was 
other  than  treason,  it  will  be  in  vain  that  they  have 
thought  fit  (for  the  greater  prudence,  the  greater 
care,  and  the  greater  caution,  which  you  will  have 
most  abundant  evidence  to  prove  they-exercised  oc- 
casionally, but  add  to  the  guilt  by  increasing  the  dan- 
ger) to  assert  at  other  times,  when  they  have  us^ 
general  language,   that  what  they  mednt  to  dfect 
was  legal,  and  that  they  nieant  to  effect  it  in- a  legal 
and  constitutional  manner.     It  will  beeome  those^ 
who  have  the  defence  upon  their  hands,  to  state  to 
you  how,  in  a  1^1  and  constitutional  manner,  those 
things  could  be  done,  which  were  intended  to  be 
done,  and  which  this  Indictment  states  w6re  intenfd* 
ed  to  be  done^  if  I  prove  to  your  satjsfacfon  that 
they  were  intended  to  be  done  by  thfe  meatis  and  in^ 
stroments,  which  the  Indictment  refers  to.  '^ 

Gentlemen  of  the  Jury,  their  principle,  as  y<m 
wilt  find,  was,' that  equal  active  citizenship  is  the 
riglit  of  all  men,  and  that  upon  this  principle  th^ 
representation  of  the  people  was  to  be  asked  for. 
Now,  it  requires  no  re^lsoning  to  state,  that  a  reprd- 
sentation  of  the  people  founded'  lipon^  the  princi^e 
of  equal  active  citizenship  bf  dll  men,  must  form  a 
Parliament  into  which  no  King,  iior  Lords,  could 
enter.  There  is  an  end  of  equal  active  citizenship 
the  moment  that  either  of  them  exists,  according  to 
my  oonstructioti  of  equal  active  eitkenship,  wnd  io 
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cording  to  their  construction  of  it ;  for  they  state  that 
the  effect  of  it  is  a  representative  government.    But 
it  is  not  enough  for  me  to  tell  you  that,  in  reason- 
i^jg?  this  is  the  consequence  ;-~it  is  a  circumstance 
to  be  taken  into  your  consideration ;  but  I  say  I 
shall  satisfy  yQ\x^  if  I  am  bound  to  go  further^  th^t 
tl^e  application  of  the  principle  of  equal  ^active  citizen* 
ship,  according  to  them^  was  to  be  the  foundal;ion  pf 
a  representative  government,  rgectij^g  the  I^iug^  and 
Ixx-ds  out  of  the  systeqi.    Ti|e  principles  were  the 
principles  upon  which  die  constitution  of  Fran<:^  jn 
th^year  1791  >  was  formed:  the  principles  qf  that 
cqnstitution  were  the  p^nciples  of  equal  active  citi- 
^Qf hip :  they  attempted  indeed  to  preserve  a  King 
.  in  ^e  constitption^  Bfid  tp  form  wha^  I  may  call  a 
_Pfgf^\  democracy:  but  I  shall  prove  to denfonstration, 
thf  t  the  leaders  of  these  climbs  in  ]London  knew  that 
^  fJbat  constitution  cppld  not  txlBit,  tint  their  principlfs 
led  them  tQ  a  distinct  knowledge  that  that  constitu- 
tipn  could  not  exist :  it  was  in  the  month  of  August 
^ }JQ2  entirely  overturned ;  and  you  will  find  frofn 
1^  transactions  of  this  Society  in  the  months  of  Oc- 
|p^  and  Noveipber  )  793^  unless  I  mistake  the 
eSeot  of  the  evidence,  the  clearest  demonstration 
that  these  societies  meant  in  applying  those  prinoipkSy 
w^i(ji  they  themselves  state  had  destroyed  tb«  exist- 
ence; of  a  King  in  France, — because  thq^  must  destitiy 
the  existence  of  a  King  in  any  country.    Yon  wUl 
iind  that^  from  October  1792  at  least,  these  societies 
nueant.  to  destroy  the  King  in  this  oountry,  and  thlt 


tM^  was  the  natural  effect  of  their  oWh  principles^  as 
tbey  understood  them. 

Gentlemen^  you  wiH  now  give  me  leave  to  s<!ate  to 
y0nr  as  well  as  I  eaA,  and  als  i^elligfbly  da  I  caibf^  the 
iffiaas  i3i(  etidenoe^.  and^  th^*  xmq  which  I  frnte  to  hy 
belMeyoo.  . 

The  particular  adty  the  nahirij  ofS^^^ch  will  be  to 
beexpl^ned  hf  alttbei'eslj  of  the  evidence^  wfaffi6h' 
koafed  to  the  including  theM  ^tichhr'  person^  ih' 
one  Indictments  arose  dufr  of  a  tettei^^  dbtM  the  2^^' 
of  Mardi  l'794>  which  was:  written'  bytiie  ftisoner, 
thetiitlie  secretary  to  the  London^GorresfiMding^Sb- 
<ficty;iMf:  tfM  SMiety  jbr  CbnstifuMonallnibnhatibnl/ 
The  woi^sf  of  ilram' these : 

^^  I  aitt  dir^eled'by  ^e London  Cdrresponding^  fi^ 
^^  ddby  t&  ttranamit  the>  following  resolutions'  to  tfhe' 
^^  Society' for  Constitutional  Information/  and^  to  ref*'' 
*♦  qcM»t  tfee  sentimenfts'  of  that  Sbdiity  respecting  the* 
^*  iftifionant^  measut^^  Whidh'  tke  preisent'luncture  of' 
^^  afl^s  seems  tidi  re^uirei  1^  Lohdon  Gorre- 
'^  spcmdiDig  Society •  conceives  that  the*ibomeht  isar* 
«'  rtJ«d"-**-mark  the^Worils ;  for,  in  the  rest  of  What 
Ihaprd  to'statiel,  you  w41^  fkquently  hear  of  ttie^  tit^e 
tacwfaioh't^at  alludes^-^^^  wh^n  a  full  and  explicit  dJe- 
^*  cdbl^EU^n  isti^ecesdary  from  all  the  friends '  of  free- 
**<foraj  whether  the  late  illegal  and  unheard-of' pro-^ 
^*  secutions  and^  sentenrces  shall  determine  us  to 
*^  abandon  our  cau^,  or^all  excite  us  to  pursue' a 
^^  radical  <reforrb  with  an  ardour  proportionate  tothQ 
<^  tmgnil^cle  of  the  objedt^  and  with  a  zeal  as  distin^ 
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guished  on  our  port  w  the  treachery  of  others  io 
the  same  glorious  cause  is  nptorious.  The  Society 
^f  for  ConstttutiDnal  InformatioD  is  therefore  required 
^^  to  detenuine  whether  or  no  they  will  he  ready, 
^5  when  caHed  upon^  to  act  in  conjunction  wijth  this 
^^  and  other  societies,  to  obtain  a  fair  representation 
'f  of  the  people/'  GentlemeUj  give  me  your  att^- 
tion  presently  to  what  they  conceivt  to  be  a  &r 
representation  of  the  people,  when  I  come  to  state 
the  resolutions  which  they  transmit  I  ^^  Whether 
^^they  conAir  with  us  in  seeing  the  necessity  of  a 
^'  speedy  Canveniian  foe  the  puqiose  of  obtaining,** 
(then  tbey  nse  the  words)  ^'  in  a  constitutionBl  and 
''  legal  method**-^f  the  efl^  of  which  you  will 
judge  presently,  for  the  metbpd  will  not  be  the  more 
constitutional  and.  legal  for  their  cdling  it  so,  if  the 
method  iff  in  fact  unconstitutional  and  itl^;al«-^'  a 
^^  redress  of  tb^ae  grieviviei^  undes*  wbidi  we  at 
^^  present  labour,  and  which,  can  onfy  be  dH^ually 
*'  removed  by  |i  full  and  fftir  representation  of  the 
^'  people  of  GresH:  SHtain.  The  London  Gorre- 
^  sponding  Society  cannot  but  remind  their  friends 
that  the  present  crisis  demands  all  the  prudence, 
unanimity,  and  vigour,  that  ever  OKiy  or  can  be 
exerted  by  men  qr  Qritons ;  nor  do  they  doubt  but 
^'  that  manly  firmness  and  wnsijEttency  will  finally, 
^f  and  they  believe  shortly,  terminate  in  the  full  ac* 
♦^  complishment  of  all  theii»  wishes.** 

They  then  resolve,  and  the^e  resolutions  are  en* 
closed ;  *«  4st,  That  dw  asjustjce  and  liberty  ait?  to 
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/5  Britons,  yet  the  value  ^  of  them  is  oomparatlvfdy 
f '  smail  without  a  ^ependeocy  oo  their  pennaaeDpy^ 
f^  and  there  can  be  no.  security  for  .the  ocmttpuaiiCQ 
^V of  any  rigbls  but  in  equal  laws^ 

2d^  That  egual  laws  can  never  be,  expected  but 
by  a  full  and  &ir  representation  of  the  people ;  to 
^'  obtain  whichj  in  the  way  pointed  out  by  the  oon* 
^^  stituiion*'-^you  will  see  what  that  ia  in  the  tl^fd 
resolution-—"  has  been  and  is  the  ^I^  object  of  thi(| 
"  Society :  for  this  we  are  ready  to  hasard  evarjr 
'^  things  and  never  but  with  our  lives  will  we  reUn^v 
'^  qyish  an  otgect  which  involve  the  happiness^  of 
'^  eve«  the  pditioal  existence  of  ourselves  and  poste-; 

3d,  That  it  is  the  decided  opinion  of  this  So^ 
ciety,  that,  to  secure  ourselves  from  the  future 
" jlikgal  and  scandalous  prosecutions,  to  prevent  a 
y  repetiticm  of  .^^icked  and  unjust  sentences,  and  tq 
V  recall  tboi^  wbe  and  wholesome  laws  which  have 
i[  been  wrasted  from  us,,  and  of  which  scarody  ^ 
y  vestige  reinains'*«--Crentlemen,  you  will  permit  me 
to  call  your  attention  to  what  the  olyects  were  which 
were  to  be  accomplished — "  there  ought  to  be  im^ 
*^  mediaitely'*-~what  ?*-^'*  a  Camwniim  of  the  people 
bjf  delegates  depuied  for  thai  purpose  from  ths^ 
differefU  sociefies  of  the  friends  of  freedom.**  And 
what  are  the  purposes  which  this  conyentioni  whicK 
they  themselves  represent  as  a  convention  of  th^ 
people,  are  to  execute  ?    Why  th^,  the  delegates* 

formjng  a  convention  of  the  people,  are  to  recall  thosQ 

•  <« 
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imtf  wholesome  laws,  lehieh  th^  say  hMt  been 
witsted  frotti  them.  Before  I  bave  done,  I  shall 
prbitt  distinctly  that  ^ts  is  the  meatiHig  of  die  pas* 
sage,  and  the  nieanitig;  of  ttfe  ^pateage  will  be  to  be 
cbHebted  frbtn  the  whole  of  the  evidentie  utododbied. 
ty,  fibt  from  this  pfatti6o1ar  part  of  it. 

The  Constitntional  Society,  %bere  being  prdient 
M  that  tinie  At  of  l!he  persons  merftioiied  in  this  fn- 
Aititnferit,  withotrt  atoy  defiberation  tithatever,  tipon 
a '^rdpositibn  sb'nHtterihl  as  fhfs  Is^^^aftd  tflierefore  it 
muM  be  left  Yoyou,  'npbn  the  whole  of  the e^dente^ 
Aether  9t  is  &iHy  to  be  infferr^  or  not,  f  hat  this, 
Mbe  ti  «gre«t  'fhtny  ttthet-  papers  'of  ^fte  Ibohdon  Gofrte* 
sponding  Society,  really  came  from  the  Constitoliofaal 
Sbciety^Mihey  i'mmtedtatefy  ordered  that  tbeti*  secre* 
f^  shijll  a^nfainft  the  hotaon  "Cbrrespdnding  So* 
«i€^y,  Ybat  they  had  received  their  cbmmunteiiiiii, 
that  they  heartily  tsoncKr  ^trtth  ^rti  «ft  theoljebts 
fhejr  have  in  view,  and  thit  Idr  WiA  Mt^,  tod  for 
fte  purpose  <]f  a  more  speedy  and  dflfectud  <foJ6pera* 
«<ih,'they!ihv<te^tHerfi  fo'  sand  to  this  Society,  next 
]^ridaly  ^^^ing,  a  delegation  df  iMJne  bf  their  noem- 

iPV^hout  how  going  Into  the  pdctictilars  of  whalt 
fellotred  upon  this,  give  trie  ^ave  to  state,  ^at 
^me  members  of  the  Soeiety,  included  in  this  In- 
dicfttiiient^  were  named  to  cofhpose  that  delegation ; 
fiia't  thefe  was  named  at  the  same  time  a  Committee 
fyf'CorrespOndenee  of  six  miembei^bf  this  Society; 
thsit  nfterwards  the  hondoti  <^i*feyponding  fiodeCy 
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fortoed  atiotiMr  oominittee ;  thii  the  two  odtnmittees 
frtet  I  tbat  the  two  commitfeees  meetings  csme  to  a 
dtfeterminatton  that  this  project  of  calling  a  convene 
tion  <>f  the  p60pto  should  be  carmd  iiito  efl^t ;  and 
iki^Uy  that  a  jcArA  committee  of  oo-operation  of  both 
aodtetie^  ur&s  feii^med  by  rasdutidns  of  both. 

Htiving  «t^6d  i^t  baippened  upon  the  27  th  of 
AiUfiSh  r704)  a^  connecting  it,  as  I  shall  do  |n-e- 
P^\y^  •  with  the  very  singular  facts,  which  you  will 
fitttl  iflso  ^hi^peaed  in  that  year,  you  will  grye  tne 
leave,  in  order  to  show  wiiat  the  true  oonstractiott 
4»f  tibji  ^t  id,  as  well  as  to  state  the  groiuids  upon 
WMsh^  the  I^dictmcfnt,  even  without  this  act^  diaqgea 
a^dl{)iraby  to  depose  theKing^^ou  vAM  give  mo 
ltt»6  tt  ^tate  the!  tmn€(actions  of  these  soeieties-fi'Om 
th&  fcnbn th  ^  M^h  i/gKl. 

Qtselemei^,  ifi  or  about  the  month  of  March  i  fga^ 
*^^Uh&t  Iteferd 'that  time  th^  London  Gorre^ond- 
?Sg;  jSdd^ty  h2f4  eniMed  or  not,  aeems  «o  me  to  bar 
Atlbyami  and  th&rek^  I  will  babe  no  asserukm  of 
ihat  ^0^  Why  \>t  other ;  but  jsopposing  it  *  to  have 
t^^teH,  it  wilt  be  ^m^  eis^tr^mely  dear  that  this  So-^ 
ciety  existed  at  that  time  without  a  oonstatntion,  as 
th^y^<6dll  it,  and  was  indebted  to  a  gendeaim  of  the 
n^cbe  oif  Tooke  for  the  constittition  under  which  the 
Sodkfly  ^m^  medifiiefd,  and  was  indebted,  I  think,  to 
a  .gdbtleman  of  the  name  of  Vabghan^  for  his  ^assist^ 
unci  in  the  composilk>n  of  the  code  of  its  Idws. 

i%e  first  eorresponidecicd  that  I  find  betw^ti  'lA$e 
Gdnsfitational  Society,  and  the  iioftdoti  Cornespond^ 
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ing  Society,  which  I  have  to  state  to  you,  is  ia  tint 
communication  of  the  principles  of  the  Conespond' 
ing  Society,  sent  with  a  letter  signed  by  the  Prisoner 
at  the  bar,  which  letter  is  in  the  foUowiiw  words : 
I  am  ordered  by  the  Ck>mmittee  to  send  to  the 
Society  for  Constitutional  Information  in  London 
a  copy  of  our  motives  for  assodating,  and  the  re* 
solutions  we  have  come  to :  we  mean  to  pecsevere 
in  the  cause  we  have  embarked  in,  that  is»  to  have 
(if  possible)  an  equal  representation  of  the  people 
of  this  naiUon  in  ]Parliament/* 
I  observe  here  for  a  moment  that  you  will  not  be 
surprised^  when  I  get  to  tlie  condusion  o(  this  htm* 
ness,  that  this  cautious  ianguage  was  used  in  the 
outset :  it  will  be  for  you  to  judge  whether  a  stodii^ 
caution  is  &irly  imputable  to  the  language.  It  pro- 
ceeds thus :  *'  We  should  be  exceedingly  hiqppy  to 
nter  into  a  correspondence  with  that  Society^  if 
L  is  not  too  much  presumption  in  usj  to  expect 
^'  such  an  honour ;  but,  as  our  cause  is  one,  we 
^<  hope  that  they  will  deign  to  take  some  notice  of 
<*  us,  who  are  now  entering  upon  a  matter  of  such 
"  vast  importance.** 

This  is  extremely  condescending  langiiage  on  the 
part  of  Mr.«  Hardy  to  the  Constitutional  Society :  it 
accompanies  the  resolutions  of  that  Sodety,  which 
resolutions  purported  to  be  signed  ^^  Thomjis  Hardy, 
^'  Secretary.*'  It  happi^ne^*  ^y  ^^  accident  not  very 
easy  to  be  accounted  for  at  present,  and,  notwith- 
standing which,  I  shall  prove  distinctly  to  you  that 


€$ 


THE  "SatAh  or  THOMAS  HARDT.  130 

the  resolutions  are  the  act  of  Mr.  Hardy  :  that  this 
signature—^'  Thomas  Hardy,  Secretary**— is  a  signa* 
ture^  as  I  am  instructed,  in  the  hand-writing  of  Mr« 
Horhe  Tooke ;  that  is,  Mr.  Hardy  in  the  London 
Corresponding  Society,  sends  the  resolutions  of  the 
London  Corres|ionding  Society  (apologizing  extreme--. 
]y  for  the  liberty  he  takes  in  presuming  to  sehd  them) 
to  the  Constitutional  Society,  the  signature  to  those 
resolutioris'bearii^'the  name  of  Thomas  Hardy  in 
the  hand-writing  of  Mr.  Tooke:  whether  those  re-* 
solutions  were  finally  settled  by  that  gentleman  or 
not^  I  do  not  know;  but  you  will  find  that  there 
exisfts  a  paper  which  contains,  I  think,  distinct  evi- 
dence upon  the  face  of  it,  tliat  those  resolutions  have 
been'  settled,  with  a  good  deal  of  deliberation,  by  the 
same  gentleman  whose  hand-writing  occurs  in  the 
^gnature  which  I  have  been  stating. 

Gentlemen,  before  these  resolutions  were  sent, 
and  before  I  state  the  matter  of  them  to  you,  you 
will  allow  me  to  mention  that  there  had  been  a  cor- 
respondence  bietween  other  societies,  and  the  Society 
for  Constitutional  Information,  t>f  such  a  nature,  as, 
ih  order  to  make  this  case  intdligible,  will  require 
some  observations  from  me,  and  some  attention  from 
you  ;  it  is  the  correspondence  of  other  societies,  but 
which  correifipondence  J  shall  connect  in  such  a  man- 
ner with  the  London  Corresponding  Sodety,  as  in 
fiet  to  make  the  ads  o£  the  other  societies  the  acts 
of  that  Society, 


t 

€€ 
U 


THB  ATrtntmr  MirraAx.'f  sraic?  ok 

Updo  the  23d  of  Mkrdi  1792^  with  n  vkw  to 
ihoiw  you  what  were  the  principles  of  this  Constita* 
tioital  Society,  I  mo^t  state,  that  they  come  to  a  re« 
•olution^  <*  That  the  thanks  of  this  Society  be  pren 
**  to  Mr«  Thomas  Paine,  for  his  most  masterly  bodt 
<^  entitled  The  Rights  of  Man,  in  Which  dot  only 
^^  the  malevolent  jsi^histries  of  htrelibg  scribblers  «re 
^<  detected,  imd  expo^  to  merited  ri^ule,  but 
^*  many  of  U>e  most  important  and  beneficial  poKtical 
*^  truths  are  stated  so  irresistibly  convincing  as  td 
promise  the  acceleration  of  that  Hot  very  distant 
period.  When  usurping  borongb^sellers  and  profi. 
gate  borough<-buyers  shall  be  dieprived  of  wlial 
tbey  impudently  dai^  to  calt  their  property-~thtf 
^'  c^oiee '  of  the  represeiitati v^  of  the  people.    Tfacr 
Constitutional  Society  canmot  help  eipressing  tfaeir 
satisfaction  that  so^  valu^te  A  ptiblidation  has  pro- 
'^  ceeded  from  a  noember  of  that  Society,  and  they 
svncerely  hope,  that  the  people  of  ^gland  witt 
give  that  attention  to  thei  sfdbgects  discussed  in  Mr*. 
^^  Pknne^s  treatise,  which  their  manifest  importance 
so  justly  deservesn'^ 
Then  tbey  resolved,  for  what  purpose  you  wiH 
judge  of^  wherr  I  come  to  state  to  you  the  subsequent 
evidence  in  this  business^^'^'  That  the  foregoing  re-' 
*<  solutions,  and  all  future  proceedings  of  tiris  Sneiety^ 
^'  be  regularly,  transmitted  by  the  Secretary  to  aH  our 
^<  Corresponding  Constitiitfotal  ScKaeties  in  Engiundy 
**  Scotland,  and  France.'* 
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liberty  at  pwase^li  (q  sftfi^  i^  a.^.*  ifs^^iiiU  to  ypu,  i^f 
f»r  9S  (heyafi^  tM  t^Vdlim  fil  #  JE^JOff  ift.  ^ 
CQUQtry,  thow  M^je^t^  i^bM))  aofMi^iilff  #^  tilMi 
language  of  this  resolvtioB,  tJj^:  ^n^Ututipoal  $o- 
dety  sincer^y  hopQ  ^ifiat  ^M^^^e^f  ipf  J3Rg^|a»l 
would  give  9ttwtioq  ito^  w  di^oi^Mid  in  S^r*  Paif^t 
$r9t>0Qk.  In  tliiat  koqfL  ^hesf^idq^^iiii^,  wit^  n« 
spect  to  Gres^t  Brit^Oa  9f^  bid  ^^i^n  c  *^  9  C9a$litu« 
^'  tipn  13  not  a  tiling  m  mss^  ^f»  but  i|i  fact  t  it 
^'  haa  not  an  id^^  but  a^eal  exiateiaoe  $**  aadyoii^ill 
^od  thia  extnemeiy  iipjioftantji^  l)9(?siusd  in  tb^  rmA% 
of  the  whole,  ^denoe  that  I  Iw^  to  lay  hefi9re  you, 
ft  will  appear,  that  they*  did  npionly  distinctly  diaavovr 
fnafcl^g  ai^y  appliqatioQ  to  Pa^rl^fin^pK^  but  the  eomr 
pefeqce  of  Parlia^ient  to  do  any  thing  by  way  of  re* 
form,  because  the  country  had  aa  yet  no  eonatitution 
formed  by  the  p^q^le.  Mr.  Paine  proceeds ;  ^[  Cat| 
f^  Mr«  Burke  produce  the  ]^gUsh  constitution  ?  If 
^^  f^  cannot^  we  may  fairly  conclude  that,  no  aiipi^ 
"  thing  ais  a.conatitution  exists/V 

After  statiog  that  the  Septennial  Bill  showed  that 
there-was  no  such  thing  as  a  constitution  in  England^ 
the  book  states  a  further  fact,  not  immaterial^  th^ 
the  bill,  which  Mr.  Pitt  brought  into  Parliament 
some  years  ago  to  reform  Parliament,  was  1^09.  the 
same  erroneous  principle,  that  is,  upon  the  principle 
that  Parliament  was  able  to  reform  i$self.  With  re* 
spect  to  other  subjects,  to  which  the  attention  of 
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tile  people  of  Englalid  was  catted,  yoa  wiH  find  that 
tliia  bookj  ^peaking  of  modes  of  gOTernment  (and 
this  is  also  extremdy  matarial  mih  reference  to  the 
oonstrtiction  of  what  is  afterwards  to  be  stated  to  you), 
represents  that  '^  the  two  modes  of  government 
*^  which  preva8  in  the  world  are,  first,  governments 
<(  by  elation  and  representatiott ;  secondly,  govem- 
^^  ments  by  hereditary  ^oocession :  the  former  is  ge-- 
^^  neralty  known  by  the  name  of  republican,  the 
^^  latter  by  that  of  monarchy  and  aristocracy/* 
^  He  divided  Government  into  government  by  elec- 
tion JEind  representation ;— hi  rqiresentation  founded 
upon  election,  and  dection  founded  upon  universal 
iuffiage  ;-«>and  government  by  hereditary  succession: 
He  then  states  that,  from  the  revolutions  of  America 
ttid  France,  and  the  symptoms  that  have  appeared  id 
6ther  countries,  it  is  evident  the  opinion  of  the 
world  is  changing  with  respect  to  government,  and 
that  revolutions  are  not  within  the  progress  of  poli- 
tical calculation ;  and  thiat  the  British  government,  not 
Existing  upon  the  principles  he  recommends,  is  not  a 
government  existing  upon  such  principles  that  a  na* 
tion  ought  to  submit  to  it ;  and  that  the  Pariiament 
of  the  country  is  not  able  to  form  a  government ^  that 
will  exist  upon  those  principles. 
^  Gentlemen,  it  is  a  very  remarkable  circumstance^ 
as  it  strikes  me,  that,  though  various  societies  bad 
existed  id  other  parts  of  Great  Britain,  till  about  the 
time  of  the  formation  of  the  London  Corresponding 
Society,  none  of  these  societies  had  asked  or  invitod 
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the  affiliation  with  the  London  Constitutional  Society, 
which  you  will  find  they  all  ask  and  all  invite  about 
March  I7p2,  whether  by  management  or  not,  I  do 
not  pre^nd  to  determine,  it  will  be  for  you  to  judge; 
but  they  all  ask  and  all  invite  affiliation  with  the  Con- 
stitutional and  Corresponding  Societies,  as  soon  as 
the  latter  is  formed. 

-  Upon  the  1 6th  of  March  1792,  you  will  find  a 
resolution  of  the  Society  for  Constitutional  Inform* 
ation,  which  states  and  returns  thanks  for  a  Commu- 
njcation  from  Manchester,  signed  ^^  lliomas  Walker^ 
'^  president,**  and  ^^  Samuel  Jackson,  secretary  f  *  in 
which*''  they  return  the  thanks  of  the  society  to  Mr. 
''  Thomas  Paine,'*  who  appears  to  have  been  a  mem* 
ber,  a  visitor  of  this  Constitutional  Sodety^  ''  for 
the  publication  of  his  Second  F^  of  the  Rights 
of  Man,  combining  Principle  and  Practice.**  I 
shaH  endeavour  to  state  to  you  in  a  few  words  what  is 
the  combination  of  the  practice,  stated  in  the  Second 
l^art  of  the  Rights  of  Man,  with  the  principle  in  the 
First  Part,  '*  a  work,-  they  say,  *'  of  the  highest 
importance  to  every  nation  under  heaven,  but 
particularly  to  this,  as  containing  excellent  and 
practicable  plans  for  an  immediate  and  considerable 
reduction  of  the  public  expenditure,  for  the  pre- 
'^  vention  of  wars,  for  the  extension  of  our  manu- 
''  factures  and  commerce,  for  the  education  of  the 
'^  young,  for  the  comfortable  support  of  the  aged^ 
"  for  the  better  maintenance  of  the  poor  of  every 
''  description,  and,  finally,  for  lessening,   greaUy, 
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'^  and  wHboot  dehy,  the  enwmpVK^  lodd  .of  tax^ 
^^  under  which  this  country  at  present  lahoura. 

That  this  Society  congratulsite  their  pountry  a| 

large  on  the  inAueoce  which  Mr.  Paipft*^  publica-. 
^*  tions  appear  to  have  bad  in  procuripg  the  repeaJk 
*/  of  some  oppressive  taxes  jn  the  pf eyent  session  of 
'^  Parliament ;  and  they  hope  thai  this  adqption  of  a» 
^  amall  part  of  .Mr*  Paine's  ideas  wHI  be  fcJlqwed  by 

the  most  strenuous  exertions  to  accq^plish  a  com- 
•^  plete  reform  in  the  present  inadequate  ^statq  of  the. 

representation,  of  the  people^  and  that  tb^  other. 

gr^at  plans  of  public  benefitj  which  Mr.  P^une  haa 
"  so  powerfully  recommended,  will  be  spi^edily  car- 
*'  ri^d  ij^^o  effect'* 

Now,  Gentlemen,  as  Mr.  Paine*s  plan  foi;  the  re-i 
medy  9f  the  present  inadequate  state  of  the  reprer. 
sentation  of  |he  people  was  alluded  to,  and  tbis  book. 
was  alluded  to,  which  combined  "  .principle'*  and 
"  practice,"  and  as  it  is  stated  that  the  other  ^greal 
plans  of  public  benefit,  which  he  bad  so  powerfullj^ 
recommended,  would  be  speedily  carried  into  effect, 
it  will  be  necessary  to  show  you,  frpiu  tbis  letter,, 
what  were  those  plans  fgr  the  remecjy  of  thp  inade-t . 
quate  state  of  the  representation  of  the  people,  and 
other  plans  of  public  benefit,  which  this  Society,  re^ 
ceiving  the  thanks  of  the  CoqstitjuUop,^  Society, 
hoped  would  be  carried  into  effect. 

Gentlemen,  I  do  not  take  up  your  time  in  stating 
the  passages  to  you,  but  represent  ta  you  the  sub- 
stance of  that  book  i  that  it  is  a  book  distinctly  ai)d 
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<feiii4)r  rtebminending  the  deposition  of  the  King  t  if 
the|MUnages  in  that  book  do  not  prove  that  assertion^ 
Ihere  ii  no  evidence  that  can  prove  any  assertion :  it 
^  a  lxx>k^  moreover,  which  not  only  puts  the  Kin^ 
out  of  the  system  of  the  government  of  the  country,' 
l^y  acoordmg  to  which,  if  a  perfect  representation 
of  the  people  is  to  be  formed,  it  is  to  be  formed  not 
1^  a  Parliament  existing  in  a  country — in  which  that 
gentleman  states  that  no  constitution  exists — ^not  l^y 
tfiat  Parliament,  which  he  states  to  be  totally  and 
absolutely  inadequate  to  the  great  Work  of  fortning 
t|ie  constitution  upon  the  rights  o(  man  and  equal 
active  citizenship,  which  he  recommends :  it  is  a 
work,  which  calls  upon  the  people  of  England  to  do 
themselves  justice  in  a^nother  way  of  proceeding,  and 
to  ibrm  a  constitution  for  themselves  before  they  can 
Imve  any  government,  which  is  to  exist  upon  true 
prindples.  There  is  then,  I  say,  in  the  beginnln]^ 
of  this  thing,  a  developement  of  these  purposes ; 
anai  say,  beyond  that,  that  if  I  understand  the  efiect 
of'  evidence  at  all,  I  shall  satisfy  you  that  those, 
who  voted  this  resolution  of  thanks,  knew  that  the 
principles  there  referred  to,  were  principles  that 
would  have  this  opetation,  and  meant  that  they  should 
have  this  effect. 

The  next  thing  I  have  to  State,  which  I  shall  not 
go  through  very  particularly,  is  contained  in  a  res5>- 
lution  of  the  Constitutional  Society  (some  of  the 
members  of  which,  I  shall  prove  to  you,  began  to 
Jeave  the  Society  about  this  time,  stating  distinctly 
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that  they  understood  its  principles  to  be  now  diflSsrent 
from  the  principles  it  had  formerly  acted  upcM],  and 
to  be  such  principles  as  I  have  stated)  entered  into 
upon  the  23d  of  March  1792.  They  resolved  that 
another  communication^  which  is  from  Sheffidd, 
should  be  published  in  the  Morning  Chronidet  and 
in  several  other  newspapers,  which  they  mention.  * 

With  respect  to  the  communication  from  Sheffield, 
(and  it  is  a  remarkable  thing  that,  from  Sheffield, 
atid  from  Norwich,  they  should  be  writing,  on  the 
same  day,  for  the  same  purpose — that  the  societies 
of  Sheffield  and  Norwich  might  be  affiliated  with  the 
iiOhdon  Constitutiopal  Society,  and  the  Sheffield 
people  were  so  anxious  about  it,  if  it  were  their  owu 
act  and  deed,  that  they  wrote  more  than  one  letter 
in  order  to  ask  it)^  it  is  to  this  effect : 

''  It  is  now  about  four  months  since  this  Society 
''  first  formed  itself  into  a  regular  body  ;  they  were 
"  then  but  very  few  in  number ;  the  enclosed  will 
**  inform  you  of  their  increase,  and,  which  is  most 

probable,  will  soon  become  very  numerous ;  and 

not  only  this  large  and  populous  town,  but  the 
'^  whole  neighbourhood  for  many  miles  round  about, 
*'  have  an  attentive  eye  upon  us :  most  of  the  towns 
<'  and  villages  indeed  are  forming  themselves  into 
^'  similar  associations,  and  strictly  adhere  to  the 
^'  mode  of  copying  jifter  us :  you  will  easily  conceife 
**  the  necessity  for  the  leading  members  of  this  body 
**  to  pay  strict  attention  to  good  order  and  regularitjj, 
,**  and  the  need  we  have  of  consulting  and  communt- 
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^^  eating  with  those,  who  are  sincere  friends  and  able 
«<  advocates  for  the  same  cause;  for  these  reasons  we 
took  the  liberty  to  write  to  Mr.  Home  Tooke^ 
that  worthy  friend  and  patriot  for  the  rights  of  the 
people,  iafbitning  him  of  our  earnest  desire  of 
entering  into  connexion  with  the  Society  of  the 
^*  same  denomination  of  ours  in  London  ;  his  very 
*'  obliging  and  affectionate  answer  favours  us  with 
'*  your  address ;  in  consequence,  we  have  taken  the 
^*  liberty  herewith  to  transmit  to  you  some  resolves, 
''  which  were  passed  at  our  last  meetings  by  the  whole 
'^  body,  and  the  committee  was  charged  with  the 
dispatch  of  printing  and  forwarding  them  to  you 
accordingly^  for  the  purpose  of  submitting  them 
to  the  consideration  of  your  Society,  and  to  make 


4( 
U 

^  use  of  them  as  they  think  most  prudent.    You 
'^  will  also  notice  the  Felpar  address  :  they  applied 


^<  to  us  about  two  months  ago  for  instructions  as  to 
our  mode  of  conducting,  &c.  had  not  then  formed 
themselves  into  any  regular  association.  Belpar  is 
nearly  thirty  miles  from  this  place,  in  Derbyshire^ 
**  and  eight  or  ten  ifliles  from  Derby. 

^'  If  the  Society  for  G)nstitutional  Information  \t\ 
*'  London  should  vouchsafe  so  far  to  notice  us,  as  to 
'^  enter  into  a  connexion  and  correspondence  with  us, 
''  it  cannot  fail  of  promoting  honour,  and  adding 
*'  strength  to  our  feeble  endeavours,  and  to  th^ 
V  common  cause,  which  is  the  entire  motive  wq 
^'  have  in  view." 
They  then,  upon  the  14th  of  March  1792,  know- 
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ing  that  there  was  a  connexion  between  t^e  Lomfen 
Constitutional  and  London  Corresponding  Society 
(and  that  they  should  know  that  fact  on  the  14th  ^f 
March^  which  is  sixteen  ds^s  before  the  30th,  iirhen 
Mr.  Hardy  sent  to  Mr,  Tookethe  resolutions  which' 
were  signed  in  the  name  of  Mr.  Hardy  by  Mr. 
Tooke^  as. a  communication  to  him  that  there  was 
such  a  body  as  the  London  Corresponding  Socidly, 
is  a  circumstance  that  affords  observation) ;  they 
then  add,  **  We  have  taken  the  liberty  of  enclosing 
a  parcel  for  Mr.  Hardy,  in  answer  to  a  letter  from 
him  to  this  Society,  requesting  some  information 
concerning  our  method  of  conducting' the  business 
"  we  had  embarked  in,  &c.  also  informing  us  there 
"  are  in  London  a  number  of  mechanics;  shoplfeepet-s, 
"  &c.  forming  themselves  Into  a  society  on  the  broad 
"  basis  of  the  rights  of  man.    You  will- be  so  obligthg 
*'  as  to  let  the  packet  remain  with  you  until  he  call 
'*  for  it,  as  by  this  post  I  have  wrote  him  thereof. 
^^  We  have  given  him  our  manner  of  proceeding 
^*  from  our  setting  out  to  this  time,  and  hope,  it  may 
'*  be  of  some  use.    The  improvement  we  are  about 
*'  to  adopt  is  certainly  ihe  best  for  managing- larg^ 
*' bodies,  as  in  great  and  populous  towns,  viz;  di- 
viding them  into  small  bodies  or  meetings  of  ten 
persons  each,  and  these  ten  to  appoint  a  delegate ; 
ten  of  the86  delegates  form  another  meeting,  and 
so  on,  delegating  from  one  to  another,  till  at  last 
they  are  reduced  to  a  proper  number  for  constitu* 
ting  the  Committee  or  Grand  Council.'*  "• 
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.  'TMre  is,  apotber  letter,  of  the  sanae  date,  which 

has  a  reiparkable  circumstance  about  it.    It  is  a(U 

<lressfd>  tolhe  Constitutional  Society.     Gentlemen, 

it^sta^  that  ^*  this  Society,"  that  is,  the  same  Shef-; 

field" Society,  ^^  f^^eling^   as  they  do,   the  grievoas 

f^  effects  of  tbe  present  state  defeats  and  abuse  of  oui 

^«  cw»/?y"~(the  .word  originally  in  this  letter  was 

fonsiifution^  bxA  the  word  Constitution,  not  being 

that  which  was  liked,  by  some  very  odd  accident  ia 

jLher  letter  from  Sheffield^  the  word  countrtf-i  in  the 

haod^writijfig  of  Mr;  Tooke,  is  substituted  for  con^ 

j^ttUio^J^rr^*^' tjke  giceal  and  heavy  oppressions,  which 

tl|^  comfnon,p$9p/e,  labour  under,  9s  the  natural 

t^gG^equepqe  of.  that  corruption;^  and  at  the  time 

'^^heijiig  lensi^hle  to  a  degree  of  certainty,  that  the 

^SpijihliQ  ininds.aod4be.ge«)eral.s^  5?^^!^? 

^^  people  are  determined  to  obtain  ^  radical  reform  of 

.**'4^cottnb-y/'.  jypiu  wiU  mark  these .  words,  ^^  as 

^^^'SpoB^as  prudence. and  discretion  will  permit,  be.- 

pf  lieye^it  their  duty. to  make  use  of  every  prudent 

mfann^  as  far  a&  their  abilities  can  be  extended^  tf> 

^  q^tajn  so^s^Iut^y  a^d  desirable  an  object,  as  a 

;^^  thoroi}g|[i  reformation  of , our  country ^"  the  word 

.f^iiii^/r^b^ing  ^ain  in  the  hand-writingof  Mr.Tooke, 

.  - ' estab^shcd  <  upon  that  system,  which  .  is  consistent 

."  with  thej-^ht^  of  man"-*-for  these  reasons  they 

t  state  their  ibrmiag  into  clubs,  as  the  former  letter 

-^•d,  ^^d  tl^  conclude  tbus-r-."  that  being  thus 

"  strengthened,  tl^is  Society  may  be  better  enabled 

*"  to  govern;  itself  with  more  propriety,  and,  to  render 

'  •  ... 
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^'  assistance  to  their  fellow-citizens  in  this  neigh- 
^^  bourhood,  and  in  parts  more  remote^-  that  they  in 
their  turn  may  extend  useful  knowledge  still  fur- 
ther from  town  to  village^  and  from  village  to 
town,  until  the  whole  nation  be  sufficiently  en- 
lightened  and  united  in  the  same  cause,  which 
'^  cannot  fail  of  being  the  case,  wherever  the  most 
*'  excellent  works  of  Mr,  Thomas  Paine  find  resi- 
''  dence/" 

Those  works  ^re  the  works  which  have  held  an 
hereditary  monarchy,  however  limited,  to  be  incon- 
sistent with  the  rights  of  man ;  which  have  held  the 
constitution  pf  Parliament  in  this  country  to  be  in- 
consistent with  the  rights  of  man ;  and  those  works, 
iipon  the  principles  pf  that  inconsistency,  have  held 
even  the  Parliament  itself  inpompetent  to  reform  any 
abuses  in  government. 

The  paper  they  transmit  states  as  a  fact,  that  the 
number  of  members  at  Sheffield  were^  in  March  i  7g2, 
two  thousand.  That  the  Constitutional  Society  in 
I^ondon  and  the  Constitutional  Society  at  Sheffield, 
thqs  numerous,  should  have  had  no  connexion  by 
affiliation  till  the  14  th  of  March  1792,  though,  on 
that  i4th  of  March  IJpSj  it  appears  that  the  Shef* 
field  Society  had  had  correspondence,  and  had  be- 
come pbnnected  with  the  London  Corresponding  So- 
ciety, prior  tp  the  London  Corresponding  Society 
sending  the  paper  I  before  stated  to  the  QKistUti^ 
tional  Spciety,  is  spmewhat  remarkable. 

The  paper  proems  thus :  ^'  This  Spciety,  com* 
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*^  ^osed  chiefly  of  the  manufacturers  of  Sheffield, 
^*  began  aboiit  four  mtmths  ago,  and  is  already  in- 
'^  creased  to  nearly  two  thousand  members/*  In  this 
4elter,  dated  March  14,  1792,  they  state  it  to  have 
amount^  to  two  thousand,  exclusive  of  neighbour- 
ing tdiwns  and  viHagtes,  who  were  forming  themselves 
-into  ^mtlar  societies.  They  then  state  the 'principles 
HDpon  which  the  societies  are  formed,  and  that  "  they 
**  have  derived  more  true  knowledge  from  the  two 
•**  woi4l8  of  Mr.  Thomas  Paine,  entitled  Rights  of 
Man,  P^rt  the  First  and  Second,  than  from  any 
othe^  author  on  the  subject.  The  practice  as  well 
as  the  principle  of  government  is  laid  down  in  those 
^^  work9,  "in  a  Manner  so  clear  and  irresistibly  con- 
.*'  vinbhig,  that  this  Sofciety  do  hereby  resolve  to 
*'  give  their  thanks '  to  ^r.  Paine  for  his  two  said 
^^  publications  entitled  Rights  of  Man/* 

Gentlemen,  I  beg  your  pardon  for  addressing  yoti 

•so  xmcti  at  length  on  this  case,  but  I  feel  it  my 

boandeci  duty  tot  the  public,  to  you,  atid  to  the  Pri- 

'soner  at  ^lelnr,  to  warn  yDu  fully  of  the  whole  of  it. 

Them  IS  nothitig  which,  I  ani  siire,  would  more 

certakriy  h^pen,  than  that  I  should  go,  not  only  out 

-of  tMd  Court,  but  to  my  grave,- With  pain,  if  I  should 

•  have  stated  to  you  in  a  proceeding  of  this  nature  the 

doctrines  bf  Mr.  Paiifie,  otherwise  than  as  I  think  of 

them.    'If  that  is  tneiant  to  be  intimated,  that  we 

may  have  no  dispute  about  them,  and  that  we  may 

not  misu<kiderBtand  \^hat  is  that  principle,  and  that 

praotibe,   to  which  4he  pasiKige  I  have  now   read 
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alludes,  you  will  albw  me  to  read  a  fcw  pi^s^get^Mt 
of  this  Second  Fart  of  the  Rights  of  Map,  said:  to 
contain  both  the  principle  and  practioe  of  govem*^ 
inent,  and  then  I  ask  you  what  Ihose  niu«l  h^vQ^inf 
tended,  with  respect  to  the  govemiqenl  pf  thiarcowar 
try,  who  meant  to  take  any  stq>  in  order  tc^  mak^ 
change  ip  Jt,  in  such  a  way  as  tlip  prii^le  w^pfm^ 
tice  laid  down  in  that  book  would  r^ire  !tibM9^ 
.make  it,  recollecting  that  the.govermmnt;  <>f  this 
country  is  a  government  consistiqg  in  a  K^ingi/bannog 
an  hjereditary  crown,  together  w^tb  I^ofda  pq4  Gkim<» 
•mons,  forming  a  Parliament  aaMM4ii|g:  to  t)ie  laws 
.and  coDstitution  of  EoglM^d*  .       ' 

Now,  that  author,  in  the  -first  plaee,  cypleaaeg  a 
great  deal  of  what  possibly  msry  be  tdiierentlf  tiiofe^ 
of  by  other  persons,  but  what  I  canMHt  tuSl  good  wtH 
to  the  peopleof  £ngland-^for  be  says,  ^^  that  doisng 
**  the  time  of  the  Amc^can  war,;  he  ipiaa;  sftnM^ly 
in^pressed  with  the  idea,  that  if  he  coiddiget  0Mr 
to  England  without  being  k9<»^^f  ^md  duly  heoMiii 
*^  in  safety  till  he  coqld  get  out  a  publkMtoiv,  that 
he  could  open  the  ey«s  of  tl»  comitry  wiftb  vespedt 
tot  the  madnesa  and  stapidity  of  ita  gomroineot^ 
Let  us  see  in  wb^t  tbftt  m^doess  cpnsiiteKl  ai(ttoid* 
ing  to  him  :;  having  stated  ii|.  hi*  foraier  bocd^  tiiat  a 
government  oqght  to  «^  in  no. country,. but ae- 
cording  to  the  prtnciplea  of  the  rights  of  maii-*be 
repeats  again  the  distiqctjo^  he  )Md  atat^d  in  Iris 
former  book,  between  whi^t  be  ealls  ^  ttvo  i^atcma : 
he  says^  ^ytb&t  the  one. now  called  the  oki  ii  hcwdi* 
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^Mairy»  esliher  in  whole  or  in  pmrC/'  whidi^  is  that  of 
JBegiMd  i'  f^{  and  the  nefw  is  entirely  representative^^ 
.•—that  is,  z  geveminent  consisting  of  ta  ^Commons 
•liotiae^  if  you  choose  so  to  call  it. — We  know,  that 
jkk  \6ilp  the  rulk^  government  in  this  coantry  was 
icalled  a.FarHamenty  called  a  Commons  Hdtise,  and  it 
was  then  enbcHed,  ihat  if  any  fiersons  should  attempt 
4ib  pat  a[  Ktt%.  into  'this  cottntry, .  they  shoold  be 
deemed  traitors,  with  much  less  of  an  overt  act  ma:- 
'Kiifestod^  than  as  necessary  at. this* day.  Again  it  is 
^stated, '  ^^^an  heritable  crown^  or  an  heritable  throne^ 
^'  or  by  whatever  iailctfiil  nbtme  *  such :  thtrigsi  may  be 
**  called,'  hffve.nb other 'Sigoijlicant  expdanaticm  than 
^'thatrinanksiHi^are. heritable!  .property.  '  Ta  inherit 
^^  aigovefnmeiit,  is  to  inhei^it  :the  pieiaple,  as  if  they 
:^*  were  flocks  and  herds/*.   . : 

^^  Hemditary  *  snccession  4s  a  burlesqtie  tup6n '  mo- 
'  f ^  foarohj^v    It  puts  it  iii  the  mast  ridioubtis  light 
^  by  preseriting  it.  as  an 'office,   which  any  dilM 
.^  «r  idiot  may  filK    It  requires  some  tiilents  to  be 
^f  at  commoa  .mechanic, ^ut' to  be  a  King  require 
^^Vofri^^thfianimai/figurebftnan,  a  soHt  ofiireathin^ 
^^  antotkiatGn.    This  .'sort 'df  sapemitidq  way  last  ^r 
^  flnr  years  nMMfe,  bot  ii  eannot  long  ^rebist  the 
^'jBwakened  reason  and  interest  i>f  man ;"  then,  ^'hi 
^x  whatever  manner  the  seplivate  pafts  of  a  constitik* 
*'  tion  may  be  arranged,  there  is  one  general  prio- 
^^xijfhy   that  disth^Disbas  freedom  from  davery, 
<<  which  is,  that  all  hereditery  governthent  over  a 
^-people  is  to  them  a  speeieS;Of  slavery^  and  r«pre- 
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**  seiitative  government  is  freedom ;"  then^  speaking 
of  the  crown  of  England^  that  crown,  in  which,  ac- 
cording to  the  law  and  constitution  of  thid  country, 
tictordtng  to  its  principle  dnd  pfactice,  is  vested  the 
sovereignty  in  the  manner  in  which  I  have  stated  it, 
he  says,  "  having  thu^  glanced  at  some  of  the  defects 
^^  of  the  two  Houses  of  Eariiament,  I  proceed  to 
*^  what  is  called  the  Crown,  upoa  which  I  ^hali  be 
*f  very  concise. 

^  ^^  It  $ignifiei{  a  nominal  office  of  a  million  sterling 

,"  a  yean^'f^Again,  Gentlemen,  give  me  leave  to 

observe  that  this,  which  has  been  so  often  detailed 

for  the  worst  of  purposes,  cannot  but  be  known  to 

those  who  know  any  thmg  of  the  cohstilution 'of  the 

coiintry-*-(I  charge  nobody  else*— those  who  know 

any  thing  of  the  constitution— I  charge  not  those 

who  do  not  know  it)— ta  be  in  substance  a  gross 

misrepresentation—^^  the  business  of  which  consists 

f**  in  receiving  the  money.    Whether  the  person  be 

'  **  wise  or  foolish,  sane  or.  insane,  a  native  or  a  fb- 

'Sreigner,  matters  not«    Every  minister  ads  upoh 

/^  Idle  same  idea  that  Mn  Burke  writes,  namely,  th^t 

^^^  the  people  must  be  hoodwinked,  and  bdd  in  sd- 

f.f^.perstitious  ignorance  by  some  bugbear  or  other; 

V  and  what,  is  called  the  Crown  answers  tliis  purpose, 

.  *^'  and  therefi[M'e  it  answers  all  the  purposesto  be  ex- 

^^  pected.from  it.'*.       .  i  .. 

,  Gentlemen,  in  another  part  of  this  wock,  you  will 
.find  that  Mr.  Paine  iwas  very  well  aware  of  what 
these  ShefKeld  corflsspmd^ts  were  aware  of,  if  they 
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were  the  composers  of  the  letter  to  which  I  have' 
flUuded ;  that  the  principles,  laid  down  in  th^  con* 
stitution  of  France,  which  these  two  books  were  to 
recommend,  and  the  principles,  stated  in  Paine's  first 
book,  were  absolutely  inconsistent  with  the  constitu- 
tion itself  of  France,  as  it  existed  at  that  monient; 
and  Paine  prophetically  (he  would  not  have  bad 
common  sense  if  he  had  stated  it  otherwise),  even  in 
the  beginning  of  1792,  when  he  publishes  this  book; 
foretells  that  the  government  of  France,  with  a  King 
n  part  of  it,  upon  his  principles,  and  the  principles 
professed  by  the  constitution  of  France,  could  not 
exist :  be  foresaw  that  in  August  I792  ;  and  I  will 
prove,  that  those  persons,  who  were  thus  approving 
the  principles  and  practice  of  Paine,  ktoew  that  a 
King  could  not  exist  consistently  with  those  prin- 
ci|des  ;  and  they  adopts  them  therefore,  as  we  in* 
sist,  in  order  that  a  King  should  not  exist  in  thh 
country.  . 

Gentlemen,  these  resolutions,  being  received  per- 
haps from  Sheffield,  a  step  is  taken  upon  them  in 
the  Constitutional  Society,  and  a  step,  which  gives 
an  authenticity  to  the  book  I  have  in  my  hand, 
namely,  the  book  of  theiif  proceedings,  which  is  re- 
markable enough ;  for  in  this  Soci^ty^s  book  there  are 
these  resolutions,  which  are  supposed  to  be  received 
from  Sheffield,  wafered,  to  the  book ;  and  then  with 
a  view  of  a  publication  of  them,  in  the  Morning 
Chronicle,  World,  Post,  Times,  Argus,  English 
Cbronide^  and  General  Evening  Post>  for  the  pur«> 
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]MMt  4f  tiMdattng  tbd  frineiple9  of  Mr.  Hiomaj^ 
Fame,  tod  for  Hit piii;pole^f ckoulating therepre* 
MRtelkin^  which  .19  made  in  these  reBtAutioM,  Jh^K 
fa  firat  of  idl,  in  Mn  Tctoke'fi  handrwriling^^^f  ^o^ 
*^  ckiy  far.  C^miitutional  Jn/orputiimf  Londm^ 
f^  JkforcA  astf^  }79a.  7%i^  Societjf  havir^  received 
^^xihefMfwing  iB^dfdk£ramfnuni4iiitiMefram:Shrf>i>^ 

^JUAii  t;/z/*«rbifeh8tid-writi(^— then*  ^'  March  141^ 
•*^  nq^,""— bis  hend-writ«ig--^bpp  the  words  *«  iw 
'^^^  idfeMikiKi  members,''  foor^d  :«l>der^  I  caaQot  ^y  bjr 
Jiiai,  bttt  fay.  siomebody,  I  ai^fMse  for  thtj-purpote  ot 
imn|^  pritttedin  Italics ;.  and  there  is  at  the'coadosioQ 
^  thSs  imnQte  m  rthia  hand-wi'ttiQg  of  Mn  Tock^y    , 

^^  Thai  the.  secretary  do  return  ike  ihnrAs  of  this 

*^  'Sodeijf  io  the  Sodei^  far  .Qmeiiiuihnal  Infermaiicn 

^  e^abtUkd  4U  Shifieldj  ^md  thai  he  express  to  iiem 

•^.  nnM  what  friendship  and^qffiCiion.  this  Society  enh 

^*  traces  them^  as.hrethers  andfellouT^abourers  in  J  fie 

<*  same  cause ;"— of  principle  and  practice  I  suppose. 

"  TTtat  hedo  assure  (hem  of  our  entire  concurrence 

^^  miih  their  opinion,  viz.  that  th^  people  of  this  <:ottif- 

'**/^ry  are  not,  us  Mr.  Burke  terms  them,  swine  ;*.'-~ 

.the  writer  of  this!  ibust  have  known  very  wdl  the 

aense  in  which  an-  improper  word,  I  readily  adflait> 

'"Hoa  xised  by  the  person  to  whom ,  he  sow  alludies^—- 

.  tta  rational  beings,  bet^r  gu&ljfied  to  sePfirateyiruth 

frem'error  thin  himself ,' possessing  more^kof^esty, 
^^  and  less  craft. 

'^  Resolved;^  thai  (His  Society  Will  on  Fridc^  n^t, 
-^^  Marchaist,  Ballot  for  Utfi  t^eelye  t^ssQcictted  9f^fn^ 


^  bers  recommended  ty  the  ^ffiidk  amm^teej  and 
**  approved  at  thh  i»ietfemg'.''-**-Theh  *thi^  pUper.  U 
tha&  ordered  to  be  poblished  {br^the  plrifmfy  porpofie^ 
I  submit,  of  recommendmg  tliatprkieiple  tod  prac^ 
tice^^  which  makes  the  Sheffield  '  people  ^<  f^low^ 
'^  labOarers"  with  the  Constitittiotml  Sbdetyia  th6 
same  cause  of  principle  and  practice,  and  which,  bo  A 
in  the  principle  aiid  practice,  was  aimed  at  the  d^ 
struction  of. the  government  of  the  eocmtry ;«^K>f 
that  hereditary  monarchy,  whieh Fkiinerepresentt di 
tyranny  ;-^f  that  limited  monarchy^  which  he  re* 
^resentisras  tyranny;  and  for  ifaci  purpose  df  recom* 
mending  that  representative  govehmeni,  which',  I 
say,  is  the  true  sense  of  all  the  words  whidi  these 
people  use : — ^but  this  is  not  aU-~you  wilf  obterve,  thai 
this  paper  of  resolutions  was  accompaniedl;^  a  letter^, 
in  which  letter  there  is  also  the  htod^^ing  of  MK. 
Tooke,  and  that  the  papei^  states  that  two  thousand 
members  belong  to  the  Society  at  l^hefiieldj  afeld  th»t 
this  number  is  to  be  stated  by  pubfieatioOi  as  the 
number  of  persons  belonging  to  the  Society'  at  Shef^ 
field.  In  another  publication  they  are  stated  fo 
amount  to  two  thousand  four  hundredth  Novem- 
ber 1 793,  it  is  stated,  that  they  were  many  thou- 
sands': now  you  will  see  from  the  witnesses,  some  ot 
these  correspondents,,  these  able-  men,  who  are  so 
little  corrupt,  in  the  course  of  cxamihation'~you  wiH 
see,  unless  I  am  mistaken  in  the  effect  of  the'  evV- 
dence  f  have  to  offer,  the  truth  of  an  observattdift 
that  I  made,  that  mankind  were  to  be  misled,  and 
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societies  were  to  be  invited  to  be  created^  by  the  mis* 
representation  x>f  munbers^  and  by  giving  to  eust* 
ing  societies  a  colour  in  that  respect^  which  did  not 
belong  to  them ;  for  to  this  hour,  after  all  the  pains 
which  have  been  taken  with  the  Sheffield  people  (and 
what  pains  you  will  hear),  those  persons,  who  were 
two  thousand,  have  yet  arrived  to  but  about  six 
jhundred. 

Gentlemen,  this  Society,  having  in  this  letter  ex- 
pressed an  inclination  that  they  should  have  some 
associated  members  in  the  Constitutional  Society,  that 
affiliation  begins  in  the  Constitutional  Society  in 
Lpndon,  which  I  have  alluded  to ;  and  accordingly 
yaa  will  find,  that  ppon  the  3 1  st  of  March,  twelve 
persons  were  ballotted  for  as  from  the  Sheffield  So* 
ciety,  and  becaufie  associated  members  of  this  Society  t 
yon  9l|^serve>  that  this  letter  had  stated,  from  Sheffield 
that  they  had  roeeiyed  before  a  communication  from 
J\fr.  To(^^  and  Mr«  Tooke  afterwards  writes  a 
idraught  of  a  letter  which  is  sent  to  them,  in  which 
l\e  states,  *'  I  am  dii^ectedby  the  Society  for  Consti- 
.^^  stutional  Information  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
.*'  of  your  letter,  and  to  express  to  you  that  very  great 
^^  pleasure  and  satisfaction  which  they  received  from 
your  commupication ;  the  Society  have  unani- 
mously elected  twelve*'  (here  follow  the  names  of 
the  persons),  ^^  as  associated  members  of  this  So<* 
"  ciety." — ^Thcse  persons  being  certainly.  Gentle* 
jmen,  extremely  respectable  men  as  subjects  of  Great 
Britain,  but  at  the  same  time  men,  that  one  won# 
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ders  a  little  should^  upoq  sueh  a  purpose. as  this, 
without  a  litde  more  instructioa  being  infiised  ihto' 
their  minds^  have  been  associdt^  as  members  into^ 
this  Society— ^V  and  we  flatter  oursdves,  that  when' 
"  any  business  or  other  occasion  shall  lead  any  of 
'^  those  gentlemen  to  London,  they  will  be  kind 
^^  enough  to  honour  the  Society  by  their  presence/ 
^^  and  give  us  an  opportunity  of  cementing  that 
'^  friendship  between  us,  which  all  the  zealous  friends 
^^  of  public  freedonii  and  the  happiness  of  mankind 
'^  ot^ht  to  feel  and  exercise  towai^ds  each  other. 

^'  P.  S.  I  am  desired,  by  Mr.  Home  Tooke,  to 
^^  request  each  of  the  associated  nfiembers  to  honour 
''him  with  the  acceptance ,  of  the  books  which  ac- 
*'  vcompany  this  letter ;"« — which  were,  I  apprehend 
it  appears,  so  many  parts  of  the  Rights  of  Man. 

Gentlemen,  upon  the  24th  of  March  179^9  ^ 
paper  appears  to  have  been  sent  to  the  Constitutional 
Society  from  a  nest  of  societies,  the  Unitied  Consti- 
tutional Societies  at  Norwich :  this  was  the  24  th  of 
March  1792,  and  it  appears,  as  I  am  instructed,  that 
the  words  "  24th  March  1792,"  are  also  in  the 
bapd-writing  of  Mr.  Tooke. 

''  At  a  meeting  of  the  delegates  of  the  United 
'^Constitutional  Societies,  held  the  24th  March 
«  1792,  at  the  Wheel  of  Fortune,  St.  Edmund's, 
^'  in  the  city  of  Norwich,  it  was  unanimously  agreed 
"  to  communicate  to  the  gentlemen  of  the  London 
"  Society  for  Constitutional  Information,  the  foHow- 
'^  ing  resolutions : 
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.  '*  18*.  We  ^re- happy  to  .See*  the  success  of  the 
'^  SheiEeld  Society  for  •Con8tituttona^  Reform^  and' 

approve  of  the  delegations^  Which  you  and  they 

have  made  in  order  to  form  a  plstn  of  general  in- 
^  fonnatt<»>*  -  We  humbly  b6g  that  you  would  grant 
f^  to  U9  the  same  favour ;  and  it  i^  our  wish,  that  alf 
^^  the  sodeties  of  a  similar  kind  in  England  were 

only  as  so  many  metnbers  strongly  and  indissolubly 

united  in  one^  pditical  body» 

2dly.  We  believe  that  instructing  the  people  in 
*^  political  knowledge^  and  in-  their  natural  and  in* 
*^  herent  rights  as  men,  is  the  only  effectual  way  to 
**  obtain  the  grand  direct  of  refc^,  for  men  need 
*^  only  be  made  acquainted  with  tlie  abuses  of  go- 
**  vernn^ent,  and  they  will  readily- join  in  every  law- 
^^  ful  means  to  obtain*  redress ;  we  have  the  pleasure  ^ 
^^  to  inform  you  that*  our  societies  consist  of  some 
**  hundreds,  and  ne*r  societies  are  fiHsquently  form-i 
*'  ing,  which, by  delegates,  preserve* amutual.ihter- 
^  course  with  each  other,  for  mutual  instruction  and 

* 

'^  information ;  and  -the  greatest  care  has  been  taken 
'^  to  preserve-order  land  regularity  at  our  meetings; 
'^  to  convince  the  world  that  riot  and  disorder  are  no 
^^  parts  of  our  political  creed. 
,  **  3dly.  We  believe,  and  are  firmly  persuaded,^ 
(and  if  any  man.  thought  so,  be  had  a  right  to  say  so 
if  he  pleased^)  •^  thai  Mr>  Burke,  the  once  friend  of 
**  Uberiy,  has  traduced-  the  greatest  and  most  glo- 
**  rious  revolution  even  recorded  in  the  annals  of 
^*  history  ;  we  thank  Mr.  Burke  for  the  political  dis- 
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• 

9^  tmtion  irovK^ed^  and  by  vebich  he  hna  evened 
^^  uDto  us  the  dawn  of  a  glorious  6sf. 
*  ^^  4thly.  To  Mr*  Tbomas  Paine  oar  thatika  are 
^  4ft«pecially  AaiB  for  tb^  first  and  seoond  perts  bf  the 
^  Bights  of  Man,  atnl  we  sincerely  vnsh  that  he  may 
*'  live  to  see  his  ladbdurs'*-^thal  is^  the  desthKtion  of 
bertrfitary  goveitiment  ^ad  limited  taonardhy,  and 
ixmsequentlythe  ^veriioieniof  £ng|bfid~^^tn!Oi^ 
^^  with  success  in  the  general  diffiisioQ  of  liberty  and 
'^  happiness  amon^  tnankisd*** 

Gentlemen,  this  letter  doels  not  appear  ^thoc^h 
Iha  ^ofds,  the  tuth  of  March^  are  in  Ihe  hahd-» 
trriting  of  Mr.  Todce)  to  ha?e  hetn  read  in  the 
GMstitatiooal  Society  tiH  the  I4lh  of  May  17$2, 
tji/bea  they  resd  this  letlar^  ted  also  another^  vhidi 
I  wilt  now  state  U»  you^  fram  the  society  oidled  tbt 
Norwich  Revolotipn  Society* 

^  The  Norwich  Hevokitioii  Society  wishes  to  qpeti 
^  a  eommunication  with  yoaat  this  time,  nAxn  cor-^ 
*'  np6an  has  accpstirai  a  poblicfty  in  tbe  Senate, 
^^  which  exaets  from  the  hoaour  of  the  British  natkm 
f^  iteoewed  exertions  for  pAriiateentary  referfn*-«-^with« 
'^  iMit  pteju^ng  the  probable  6wnt**-^ftfait  ia  a 
MMetiiil  passage,  when  yon  oodnect  it  vi^tk  whst  is 
IbuMl.ki  other  subsequent  papers)'*^^  even  of  such 
^  M  appfioatton  to  the  Lqgiriaiiiie,  the  Society  id 
9  willing  to'drcolate  the  inforfliationy  and  to  co« 
^^epefafe  ki  the  mensives,  that  may  aeem  lest 
^adapted  &>  lufther ^  d^Btittble  and  so  important aA 
*^  end ;  it  is  willing  to  hope  the  redress  of  every 
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existing  grievahoe  at  the  hands  of  a  goveniaieQt 
resulting  from  an  e^itraordinary,  convocation  in 
1688 — an  extraordinary  convention  of  all,  who 
had  at  any  preceding  time  been  elected  representa* 
tives  of  the  people^  assisted  by  the  hereditaiy 
counsellors  of  the  nation,  and  a  peculiar  deputa* 
'^  tion  from  the  metropolis ;  which  national  oonsti* 
^  tuting  assembly  cashiered  for  misconduct  a  King 
*'  of  the  House  of  Stuart.** 

The*  opinions  and  prindples  of  this  Society  are  best 
exf^ihed  by  an  appeal  to  their  literary  representative 
-— ^'  To  James  Mackintosh,  author  of  the  Vindicisp 
^^  GallicBB,  the  Society  ofiers  the  tribute  of  its  appro- 
^^  bation  and  gratitude  for  the  knowledge,  the  elo* 
quence,  and  the  philosophical  spirit,  with  which 
he  has  explained,  defended*,  and  commented  oft 
^^  the  revolution  of  France ;  it  hesitates  to  assent  to 
this  only  of  his  opinions — that  there  are  but  two 
interests  in  society,  those  of  the  rich,  and  those  of 
the  poor — ^if  so,  what  chance  have  the  latter  ? 
Sunely  ihe  interests  of  all  the  industrious,  from 
^^  the  richest  merdbant  to  the  poorest  ipechanic,  are, 
^^  in  every  community,  the  same,  Cp  fessm.  the  niwn* 
*'  hers  of  the  unproduetive,  to  whose  maintenanoe 
^^  they  contribute,  and  to  do  away  such  institutions 
M  and  imposts  as  abridge  the  means  of  maintenapot, 
'^  by  resisting  the  dem^od  for  labour,  or  by  sharing 
^'  in  reward:  as  the  means  mMt  conducive. tg.  this- 
^^  comprehensive  endj,  the  Norwi^  SevplutioA  ^' 
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^^  ciety  desires  an  equitable  representation  of  the 
*^  people* 

"  The.  Rights  of  M)an  by  Thomas  Paine,  and  the 
**  Advice  to  the  Privileged  Orders  by  Joel  &irIow/* 
a  book  which  I  shall  give  in  evidence,  and .  therefore 
shall  state  some  passages  from  presently,  *'  have  also 
^^  been  read  with  attention  and  circulated  with  avi^ 
"  dity/*-^— Now  Barlow's  book  you  will  find  is,  in  the 
plainest  and  most,  unequivocal  language,  as  I  under*^ 
stand  it,  an  exhortation  to  all  people  to  get  rid  of 
kingly  government,  and  addressed  more  particularly 
to  the  two  societies  I  have  mentioned,  as  containing 
the  substance  of  the  business,  in  which  they  are  inte- 
rested, as  you  will  see  when.  I  come  to  state  the 
transactions  of  October  17^2. 

"  The  Rights  of  Man  by  Thomas  Paine,  and  the 
*^  Advice  to  the  Privil^ed  Orders  by  Joel  Barlow^ 
'^  have  also  been  read  with  attention  and  circulated 
^  with  avidity ;  they  .point  out  with  clearness  mo^t 
^'  of  the  abuses  which  have  accumulated  under  the 
^'  British  government ;  they  attack  with  energy  most 
'^  of  the^prejudices  which  have  tended  to  perpetuate 
^^them/' 

Now,  how  any  n^an  living  could  thank  these  people 
without  informing  them  that,  if  they  really  meant 
well  to  their  country,  they  must  be  ignorant  in  the 
extreme,  or  something  worse,  if  they  could  reconcile 
either  the  Rights  of  Man  oi'  Joel  Barlow*s  book  on 
the  Privileged  Orders  with  the  principles  of  that 
Convention  in  l68S«  which  is  the  foundatic^  Qf  the 
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Jiherttes  of  tliis  oountry^  is  to  me  quite  inexplicBble. 
But^  after  stating  the  constitution  of  this  country^ 
in  a  letter  fabricated  with  great  art^  there  folkw  the 
tw,elve  names  of  the  intended  associated  memhers 
fn»n  Norwldi ;  and  the  description  of  some  of  thes& 
twelve  bappeps  also,  from  a  singular  dreinnstanoe, 
te  be  in  the  hand->writing  of  Mr.  Tooke.  Then  this 
Sodety  returns,  thanks  to  the  sodettea  at  Sheffi^ 
»fid  Norwich  for  theae  communioationa. 

The  resolution^  of  the  London  C!orrespondihg  So- 
dety,  which  I  told  you  were  sent  on  the  30th  of 
March,  are  to  (his  effect : 

*  '^  Resolfed,  That  every  individual  has  a  right  to 

'^  sham  in  the  government  of  that  society  of  whidr 

/^  he  is  a  member,  unless  incapacitated. 

:  '^  Resolved,  .That  nothing  but  non-^ge,  or  priva- 

'f  tion  of  reason,  or  an  of&noa  against  die  general 

^f  rules  of  society,  can  incapadtate  him. 

'^  Resolved,  That  it  is  not  less  the  right,  than  the 
'^  duty  ot  e\iery  citizen,  to  keep  a  watd^fiil  eye  on 
'*  the  government  of  this  conntry,  that  the  laws,  by 
^^  being  multiplied,  do  not  idfigenenUe  iato*oppres- 
^^  sion,  and  that  those  who  are  intrusted  with  the 
^^  goviemment  dro  not  aub«(Citute  private  ml^^ttst  for 
^f  poblic  advantage. 

Resohned,  That  the  people  jof  Great  Brilun  are 

not  properly  represented  in  Parliament..  * 

^^  Resolved,  That  in  ^consequence  of  a  paitiat,  nn- 

equalj^  and  inadequate  representation,    together 

^  withrtiie  corrupt  method  in  whidi  vqioesetttatiiBe^ 
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^'  are  dected^  oppresaye  taxes,  unjust  Idt^s>  re^tri^i- 
'^  lions  of  Hbefty,  and  wasting  of  the  pubUc  nioney'> 
'^  have  enaned^ 

**  Resolved,  That  the  only  remedy  to  those  evils 
*'  is  a  fair  and  impartial  representalion  of  the  people  , 
**  in  Farli^ment. 
^^  Resolved,  That  a  &ir  and  impartial  repfesenta-^ 
Ikm  can  never  take  plaee  tintil  partial  privileges 
are  ibdished,  and  the  strong,  temptations  h^Id 
^^  but  to  electors  afibrd  ^  pi^esumptive  proof,  thdt 
**  the  representatives  of  this  codntry  seldom  j^oem* 
^*  ^  seat  in  Parliament  from  the  uiibbilght  stif&ages 
^^  of  a  firee  people. 

^  Resolved^  That  this  So<Jiety  do  eipresa  their  alt* 
^^  horrende  of  tumutt  aiaid.violence }  and  tbaf^  as  th^ 
^f  aim  at  reform  not  anarchy,  reasoti,  firdf^ne^^  and 
*'  linanimity^  be  the  otjly  arm^  they  employ,  oi*  pet'- 
^^  suade  their  fellow^citizens  to  exert  against  abuse  tif 
''  power/*  ■•       ' 

Gentlemen^  in  this>  which  I  have  nc^  read  fo  fSA^ 
i  any  wiiKt^,  if  you  please,  that  you  shoaM  construe 
6my  weird  iof  it,  though  certainly  it  is  not  consistent 
with  Uiie  principles  of  British  governmefnt,  upon 
tfiis  principle,  that  those,  >^ho  sent  that  papeV^  to  tlie 
Constitutional  Society,  if  it  even  wis  sent  fh^6rt  at 
£\y  really  understood  it  to  be  e^i^sistent  with  the 
priaaiides  of  the  Briti^  govm^ment ;  and  I  daitif  no 
credit^  the  veracity  with  which  I  as^rt>  that  this 
conspiracy  has  existed,  unless  I  show  you  by  ^bse- 
^uent  acts  of  this  Society,  that  at  this  moment  they 
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meant  what  Mr.  Paine  says,  in  principle,  and  practice^ 
is  ibe  only  rational  thing — a  representative  govern- 
ment ;  the  direct  contrary  of  the  government  which 
is  establisbe(l  here.  :    • 

You  will  find,  by  what  I  shall  lay  before  you,  that 
there  was  a  Society  in  Southwark.— To  this  Society 
the  London'  Corresponding  Society,  in  a  letter  which 
;I  have  to  read  to  yoq  presiently,  stated  their  adoption 
of  all  Mr.  Fa\ne\s  principles,  with  a  view,  as  I  tfaink, 
to  the  practice  recommenced  in  his  works :  this  So- 
.ciety  also  received  the  thanks  of  the  Constitutional 
Society  for  a  communication  which  I  am  about  to 
state  to  you ;  and  the  London  CorrespondingiSooiety 
afterwards  entered,  as  it  seems  to  me,  into  a  combi- 
nation with  them,  upon  the  principles  stated  in  that 
cofnmupicatton :  J  say  it  is  impossible,  attending  to 
these  facts,  for  any  man  who  reasons  fttirly,  to  doubt 
that  the  principle  of  the  London  Corresponding  So- 
ciety and  of  the  Constitutional  Society  wad' to  form  a 
representative  government  in  this  country. 

A  declaration  from  a  Society  in  Southwark  was 
read: — *'  Resolved,  That  the  than|f:a  of  this  Society 
^*  be  given  to  the  Southwark  Society  for  theft^lpwing 
'^communioatifoI1,  and  that  it  be  published  in  the 
^'  qewsp^pers ;  .  . 

".April  19,  1^92,  at  the  Three  Tuns  Tavern, 
^^  ijouthwark—  Resolved,  That  we  do  now  form  our- 
^^  selves  into  a  (society  for  the  diffusion  of  politioai 

5^  knowledge, 
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-  ^'  Resolved^  That  the  Societj  be  denomiiHited  the 
f  •  Friends  of  the  Peo{^e. 

>'  Resolved^  That  the  following  b^  the  declai^tion 

of  this  Society** — which  is  the  preanr^Ie  to  the 
constitution  in  France,  in  the  year  I79l» 

Considering  that  ignorance,  forgetfulness^  or 

contempt  of  the  rights  of  men,  are  the  sole  causes 

of  public  grievances^  and  the  corrpptioa  of  govern* 

ment,  this  Society,  formed  far  the  purpose  of  in* 
'V  vestigating  and  asserting  those  rights,  and  of  onit*^ 
^^  ing  our  efSDrts  with  others  of  our  feHow-citi2en$ 
^^  for  correcting  national  abuses,  smd  restraining  on-* 
^'  necessary  and  exorbitant  taxation,  do  hereby  de-^ 
•"  ckre — 

"f^rst.  That  the  great  end  of  civil  society  it 

general  happiness. 

Secondly^  That  no  fprm  of  government,  is  good, 
'^  any  further  than  it  secures  that  ojbyect. 

Thirdly,  That  aU  civil  and  political  authcMrity  is 

derived  from  the  people**-— that  pec^Ie^  of  whom 
they  wereafterwardsr  to  form  a  convention. 

'^  Fourthly,  That  equal  active  citizenship  is  the 
5^  unalienable  right  of  all  men ;  minors^  criminals, 
<*  and  insane,  persons  excepted  .** 

Now  will  my  friend  dispute  with .  me  what  these 
principles,  according  to  the  ideas  of.  those  who  state 
jthem,  kad  to  ? 

*'  Fitthly,  That  the  exercise  of  that  right,  in  ap» 
*'  pointing  an  adequate  representative  govemmenC*--^ 
that  is,  the  government,  which  Mr.  Fbine  tells  youj 

M  4 


4€ 


\ 


4f 


Ksfects  ewty  thing  that  is  herc^bttry-^is  iriMt  ? 
"  the  wisest  device  of  human  poHcy**— not  only  that,- 
Imt  it  is— -^^  the  only  security  of  natjoni^  freedom.'' 
«-^Th^5  is  not  thai  i  direct  assertion,  that  the  Br}-» 
tish  government  exists  upon  principks  not  recon-) 
tilaUe  with  the  principles  of  a  govern  iiMhdt  that  ean 
have  at»y  security,  or  such  a  seoority  as  it  ought  to 
hare  for  general  freedom  i 

The  Society  for  C!onsti(otional  InfomsatioQ  ietand 
^th^  thanks  upon  that  ako,  and  then  liiose  persons 
who  write  tlus  letter  say  farther  in  the  same  papep-^ 
^  We  C$11  upoft  our  fellowMsitiaena,  of  att  descrip* 
lioM/  to  it^stitute  societies  for  lik^  aaaie  great 
purpose*' — that  is,  the  purpose  of  introduek^  re^ 
^esentative  govevnmeiit--^^^  $nd  we  r^icoismtnd  a 
^^  general  correspondence  with  eaeh  othtf^'^^bol  9U 
tbch^  md  metted  to  the  Conaiitutioiii^  SoeKty-* 
''  and  with  the  Society  for  Cehstitiithxial  itifbrmi^ 
'*  lion  in  London^  as  the  best  means  of  eBRsenting 
^  the  common  union*,  and  of  dtMdting  witk  giaittf 
^^  energy  Mr  otirted  eflbrH  to  thtf  same  eontMl 

What  wei^fhe  objeels  of  this  Sooety  >  Yoir  will 
iind  that  the  objects  of  dm  Seeiaty  wf  i«  the  ol|^ll 
of  tfte  Constitutional  Society ;  and  yoi»  wiA  iind  pre^ 
se«itiy,  tfcattbey  were  iheobjectaof  tikeCormpondt 
ing  Society : — ^The  Constitutional  Sodtty  resohe^ 
**  that  ev^  tociety,  desiring  aa  nnaon^  or  eorre- 
^  sponden^  ^'nh  thi^  and  wMeh  dotb  aot  paofosi 
^^  any  ppkiciptes  destf  tactif  e  to  truth  Qf  juaitkt^'^wsm 
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fihi»  ^€|»QQQWOi>  for  Mie  firat  reiwurk  I  have  to  make 
upon  langtiage — ^^  or  subversive  to  the  liberties  of 
<^  our  iscMiiHry ;  bilt  whicb»  Ob  the  codtivy,  seeks^ 
^^  as  we  do,  the  reoioval  of  oorruptkMi  from  the  I^ 
^^  gislatdre  and  ab^$e»  from  the.  Govennnefit^  ought^ 
'^  to  b^»  ai)4  tr e  hope  will  be  eoAraoed  with  the  most 
^^  brotherly  affecti^  aiki  patriotic  IrieiKbhip  by  tJait 
«  Society;' 

I  obseive  ^ipoa  tlnct^  that  aU  this  hatidsomt  Imm 
guage  is  perfectly  consistent  with  this  principle;  m 
tho  tnitids  oC  tbaae  who  wrke  it,  and  thcgr  do  not 
veotwe  to  Qxpbio  it^,  becauaa  I  tbii^  tbey  durst  not 
aK^tn  ity-^with  thia  idea  i»  their  mtnda^  that  tboaa 
principks  were  destructive^  of  troth  and  justioei  were 
ittbrersive  of  iht  libertiea  of  t]»e  country,  which  wena 
firincifiles^  In  i:^asition  to  those  of  Mr.  Paine ;  and 
tfast  all  prac^ticQ,  that  wa&  ia  Opposition  to  the  prac^ 
tice  hie  reeoqimwds,  waasubvertive  of  the  lihertieaof 

I  eom^  M^  to  a  eircmnstaiiee  or  tuo,  which  lead 
me  to  atalie  shortly  what  will  be  proved  to  be  the 
orig^al  ooostitutioi^  6f  the  London  Corr^aponading 
Sociely — the  plan,  (the  iaffieacy  of  which  bad  faeed 
tifiadj  in  IPmnee,  and  which  men,  who  came  from 
that  coBiitryi  Were  probably  wdl  acquainted  with)-** 
was  to  ttBite>  fir^,.  smott  bodies  of  nieil-«*4tt  aoon  as 
thejr  caaae  to  m  greater  nUQabdr,  to  dtvide  them  ift to 
aniBner  par(ae8>  and  so  to  spread  themseh^ea  by  de* 
Ip^ees*  ^s  y^i^  will  find  m  the  l^tera».  was  the  purpose 
U  tlHtm  societiea),  ftom  town  to.  town,  from  rfflage 
to  village,  from  hamlet  to  hamlet,  till,  as  they  ^- 


plain  it,  tha'e  shoold  not  be  an  DiienKgliteiied  man  ish 
tlie  country. 

l%re  eoAstitQtron  of  the  London  Corresponding 
Society  vf»  formed  upon  this  principle ;  it  will  appear 
lirom  the  written  evidenee  which  will  be  produced  to 
yoo,  that  a  gentleman  of  the  name,  I  thmk,  of  Fdix 
Vaughan,  was  appointed^  a  ddega|e  upon  the  SOth  of 
April,  for  No.  63  ;  that  Mr.  I^ardy  consulted  him ; 
and,  being  ahb  appointed  to  form  a  conatitnf  icMiat  cede 
of  laws  for  the  Londotk  Corresponding  Society,  Mr» 
Hardy  consulted  htm  upon  that  subject.  The  pre- 
amble to  the  resolutions  which  formed  their  constt- 
tuition  was  this :  '*  WHel-e£»  it  is  notorious  that  very 
^  numerous  burdensome  and  unnecessary  taxes  are 
^  laid  on  the  persons  and  families  of  us  and  others 
**  the  ifidtistrious^  inhabitants  of  Great  Britain,  an 
exceedingly  great  majority  of  whom  are,  notwitb- 
statiding,  excluded  from  all  representation  in  Ru** 
'^liament;:  and  as,  upon  inquiry  into  the- cause  of 
^.^  thisgriwancGf,  which  is  at  once  an  obslrnction^  to 
•*. our  industry,  and  a  diminution  of  our  property^ 
'^  we  find  that  the  constitution  of  our  country,  which 
*^  waa  purchased  for  us  at  the  expense  of  the  lives  of 
>*  cxir  ancestors,  has,  by  the  violence  and. intrigue  of 
^^xrimfmal  arid  designing  men,  been  injured  and  un- 
^*  dermined  in  its  most  essential  and  ktiportant  parts, 
''  but  particularly  in  the  House  of  Commons,  where 
^'  the'  whole  of  the  supposed  representation  of  the 
«<  people  is  neither  more  nor  less  than  an  usurped 
^^  power'*-^I  hope.  Gentlemen,  it  cannot  be    re^ 
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quired  that  I  should  contend  against  such  an  assertion 
in .  this  place,  if  a  court  of  iaw  in  this  country  has 
not  lost  all  the  character  that  belongs  to  law ;  how 
that  usurped  power  was  ever  to  he  employed  as 
an  organ  in  the  constitution  of  that  new  rej^esentai- 
tive  body  that  this  Society  aimed  at,  consistent  widi 
their  own  principtes,  remahis  to  this  moment  unin«> 
tciligible  to  me-r-^^  arisii^  either  from  abuses  in.  the 
^^  mode  of  Section  and  duration  of  Parliaments,  of* 
*^  from  a  corrupt  property  in  certain  decayed 'corpo- 
^^  rations,  hy  means  of  which  the  liberties  of  this 
^^  nation  are  basely  bartered  away  from  the  bribed 
profit  c£  the  Members  of  Parliament :  and  as  it 
farther  appfears  to  us,  tb^,  until  this  source  of 
'^  corroptipn  shall  be  cleansed  by  the  determination, 
persevei^anoe,  firmness,  and  union  of  the  people 
a^  large,  we  are  robbed. of  the  inheritance  so  ac- 
quired for  <U8  by  our  forefathers,  tind  that  oar 
taxes,  instead  of  being  lessened,  will  go:  on  in- 
cfeasii^,  as  they  will  furnish  more  bribes,  places. 
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^^  and  pensions,  to  Ministers  and  Members  of  Par- 
/'liaoiient:  we  therefore,  having  resolved  ta  unite 
^  onrselves  into  oite  firm  and  permanent  body,  for 
^^  the  purpose  of  informing  ourselves  and  others  of 
*^  the  exact  state  of  the  present  parliamentary  repre- 
'^sehtation,  for  obtaining  a  peaceable  but  adequate 
^'^  remedy  to  this  intolerable  grievance,  and  for  cor- 
^'  respcmding  and  co-operatii^  with  other  societies, 
^^  united  fotr  the  same  objects,  have  unanimoody 
^^  adopted  the  following  r^ulattons  for  the  interna} 


172        THB   ATTOSSSY    GENXBAL'S  fiPSBCII   OXT 

^  oitkr .  and  govenunent  of  our  Society***  Thej 
il^n  state  their  regulations ;  and  their  oonststation 
fasying  been  thus  formed,  tliey  publish  it  afterwards 
ID  the  ihpntfa  of  May<  What  observationa  they  atate 
to"  tbe  poblic  upon  it  in  the  month  of  May,  I  shaU 
&ave  ooeasioQ  to  represent  proently ;  you  wffl  see 
the  maimer  of  proceeding  with  respect  to  tbe  deetioa 
of  their  delegates^.  1^  tbe  prodocti^i  of  a  particular 
paper.  On  the  13tk  of  Aptil^  a  person,  whom  you 
have  beard,  much  of,  Mr.  Margarot,  is  appointed  a 
defe^e  ;  upon  the  30lh  of  April,  Mr.  Vai^aii 
ma,,  aa  far  as  the  paper  ia  evidence  of  tbe  fiiet^  apt- 
positedi  delegate  for  Noi  63 ;  IMDr.  Ribhter,  a  party 
named  in  tfaia  Ikdiotment,  axid  Mr.  Martin>  sttotber 
party^  againat  wbom^  tbe  Grand  Jury  have  ibimd  a 
bill,  but  who  is  not  named  in;  tfanS  IndkltmeBt,.  are 
alao  a[qxnfitted  delegates.  Mr.  Hanfy  ia  not  only 
aeoretaty,  bist  be  is  appointed,  tipon  the  tSith  of 
April,,  a  delegate  i  atxl  there  ia  a  ohotoe  of  delqpttes 
§or  the  whole  of  these  bodies.  Yoa  will  find  Aef 
afterwarda  met  from  time  to  tioie^  to  ptsrsue  the 
great  purposes  of  their  incorporation,  at  an  aleboose, 
I  thidk/  the  BeU  in  Exeter  Street,  in  die  Strand"^ 
from  which  place  some  of  the  correspoodenoe  I  am 
about  to  state  to  you  comes; 

Geiitleikien,  the  Sodety  for  Canstitutional  Iilform- 
ationy  hating  affiliated  several  aotoeties  very  aaddenly 
with:  themseives^^whether  Mrw^  Plane  temmaed  iti 
thia  oouni^y  or  not  I  carniot  tell — they  fehian  i»alina- 
tnoar  to  affiliate  with  another  Society,  wlift«h  k  fo  be^  a& 
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it  appears  to  tne,  in  justice  id  tfaem,  very  strongly 
distinguished  indeed  with  respedt  to  the  principles 
upon  which, they  acted,  I  mean  the  Society  calling 
itself  the  Friends  of  the  People,  meeting  at  Free 
Masons'  Tavern  :  with  what  prudence  or  discretion 
that  Society  formed  itsdf  is  a  subject  which  I  sha!t 
not  discuss,  but  it  is  a  most  important  fact,  that  in  . 
tiie  first  attempti  which  the  Society  for  ConsUtu* 
tional  bifibnnation  made  (and  it  ought  to  be-  known 
injustice  to  the  Friends  of  the  People),  the  first  atr 
tempt  they  made  to  affiliate  tliemselves  with  the' So<« 
ciety  of  the  Friends  of  the  People,  that  Society,  in 
correspondence  that  will  be  read  to  you,  acts  as  some 
individual  okembers  of  the  Constitutional  Society  had 
done,    they  say^-^'^  JMo,  we  discover  your   design 
*^  fromr  what  you  are  doing ;  you  tdl  us,  from  your 
.  'f  approbation  of  resolutions  entered  into  at  Man- 
"  Chester^  .signed  .by  Mr.  Walker  and  Mr.  Jackson, 
*'  that  you  approve  the  sort  of  schemes  Mr.  Paine 
*f  has  set  forth  { — ^that  y^ou  approve  projects  of  giving, 
^^  in  loose  and  indefinite  terms,  the  full  extent  of 
'^  what  you  call  the  rights  of  the  people,  to  the  people: 
<*  that  is  not  our  intent;  we  think" — and,  Gentie- 
men,  many  a  man  may  very  honestly  think  tt,  but  he 
must  go  about  the  execution  of  his  thoughts  in  a  legal 
way,  if  he  does  so  think,  if  he  means  to  reduce  his 
thoughts  into  practice — "  we  think  that  Parliament 
^'^\s  not  adequate  to  all  the  ends  for  which  it  is 
"  instituted   as  a  body,    through   which  is  to  be 
'^  spdk^n,  as  £ar  as  the  constitution  requbea,  the 
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'f  will  of  the  people ;  bat  we  dp  not  mean  what  yoix 
^^  mean;  we  mean  to  preserve  the  forms  of  the  con- 
^^  stitotion,  which  it  is  clear  you  do  not ;  we  mean^** 
says  Lord  John  Russell^  in  a  letter^  which  will  be 
read^  ^^  to  preserve  the  forms  of  the  constitution, 
*^  and  therefore  must  decline  all  correspondence  with 
"you." 

Gentlemen,  it  happens-*-it  belongs-  to  societies  of 
this  nature,  and  I  desire  to  be  understood,  therefore,; 
in  stating  it,  only  as  stating  a  circumstance,  which 
in  its  nature  does  belong  to  those  societies,  and 
which  will  happen — that  it  was  thought  necessary, 
for  the  great  purpose  of  doing  that  which  was  even- 
tually to  be  done,  that  a  Society  which  had  rejected 
co-operation  with  the  Society  for  Constitutional  In* 
formation,  should  still  be  kept,  for  the  purposes  of 
ihe^ociety  for  Constitutional  Information,  in  fact  and 
effect  corresponding  and  connected  with  it.    Accord- 
ingly you  will  find  that  this  Society  of  the  Friends  of 
the  People,  rejecting  upon  principle  the  plan  which 
they  thought  abandoned  the  forms  of  the  constitutioif, 
that  this  Society  retained,  in  its  own  bosom,  accord- 
ing to  the  account  I  have  of  it,  many  members,  whtf 
happened  to  belong  to  the  other  Society,  and  the 
work  of  both  societies  went  on  by  the  same  instru- 
ments :  they  were  thus  therefore  connected  in  fact, 
though  they  did  not  choose  as  a  body^  to  have  one 
Society  in  connexion  with  the  other.  *  ' 

Gentlemen,  having  stated  that^  you  will  allow  me 
now  to  mention,  though  it  is  a  little  out  of  date,  but 
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k  also  connects  itself  with  nhd  iildstrates  tbe  last 
observations  I  made^  that  the  Society  at  Sheffidd, 
wi^ch  had  connected  itself  by  affiliation  with  the  So^ 
ciety  for  Constitutional  Information^  and  you  will 
also  find  with  the  London  Corresponding  Society, 
had  received^  about  th(e  24th  of  May,  intelligence 
from  the  Society  of  the  FViends  of  the  People,  which 
stated  to  them  very  correctly  what  their  objects  were, 
the  means  by  which  they  meant  to  accomplish  them, 
and  the  attention  which  they  meant  to  pay  to  the 
forms  of  the  constitution.    You  will  iiow  see  what 
the  Society  for  Constitutional  Information  under^ 
stood  to  be  the  c^jects  of  the  Sheffield  Sodety,  and 
what  the  Sheffield  Society  understood  to  be  the  ob^ 
jects  of  the  Society  for  Constitutional  Information. 
The  Sheffield  Society  (though  I  do  not  know  that 
they  kept  their  word)  distinctly  disavowed,  in  a  letter 
of  the  26th  May,  to  the  Constitutional  Society, 
having  any  thing  more  to  do  with  that  Society^--called 
the  Friends  of  the  People — which  meant  to  pr^« 
serve  the  forms  of  the  constitution  ;  represented  that 
they  had  totally  misunderstood  them,  and  would 
have  nothing  ippre  to  do  with  them,  but  to  the  ex* 
tent,  to  vvhich  the  Society  for  Constitutional  In- 
formation permitted. 

You  will  find  in  a  letter  from  Sheffield,  of  the 
26th.of  May,  and  this  corrected  by  Mr.  Tooke,  that 
they  thank  the  Constitutional  Society  for  accepting 
tb^  members.  They  then  state  that  they  had  in-^ 
pvefified  to  two  thousand  four  hundred.— ?*' On  Sa- 
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^  turday  last,  the  J  gtfi  instant  we  received  a  fMcket 
f*  of  printed  addresses,  resolutions,  kc*  from  the 
^  Society  (Free  Masons*  Tavern),  which  on  mature 
^^  ODDsideration  we  find  oorsdves  not'  mo  well  recofi«« 
<*  ctled  to  the  ideas  they  eonvty  to  us  as  we  could 
^  wisb^  if  they  had  appeared  in  a  different  point  of 
<^  view ;  nor  do  they  afibrd  us  such  a  flattering  prO« 
spect,  as  we  were  apprehensive  might  be  expected 
from  an  association  of  so  respectable  a  body,  under 
^^  the  high  denomination  of  the  Friends  of  the 
^  People.  In  our  opinion^  their  answer  of  the  ]2th 
^  instant  to  ymtr  letter  of  the  ^7th  ultimo  is  no 
^^  ways  compatible  with  that  appdletion  i  from  the 
^  known  respectability  of  many  names  which  appeor 
^*  amongst  them,  we  had  entertained  greet  hopes  of 
•*  their  real  use***-fflark  the  words^  Gentlemefi--* 
^  in  obtaining  a  thorough  reform** — now  mind  what 
that  reform  i&— ^'  in  obtaining  a  thorongh  reform 
<^  upon  the  principles  of  the  rights  of  maD/*«*^bat 
is,  a  representative  government,  rejecting  the  Ifcitig, 
aiKi  rejecting  every  other  part  of  the  constieotion  of 
this  country,  except  so  far  as  it  was  consists t  (in- 
deed it  is  not  consistent  with  any  part  of  it)  with  the 
prifioiples  of  the  rights  of  man — ^**  which  can  never 
^'  be  accomplished  until  every  man  enjoys  Ilis  fowfbl 
**  and  just  privileges. 

**  Previous  to  the  reception  of  this  pediet,  W€  did 
**  communicate  to  them  by  tetter  the  pleasing  hopei 
^  it  refleeted  on  us  on  looking  forward,  v^wkig 
^  such  respectable  characters  stgaaRzing  thesiidlf  «l 
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jin  Support  of  th^  people's  rights^  agreeable  tp  the 
above  principles,  and.  the  denomination  by  which 
'^  they  -have  entitled  themselves,  &p.  In  duei  course 
^\  thqr  would  receive  our  letter  last  Thijirsdiy^  s^yqn-> 
'/night;  and  in  consequenoe,  we  apprehen4  the 
''  packet  was  forwarded  to  us  on  the  same  day,  but 
".  without  any  written  communication.  .  We  shal^ 
^^  not  attempt  any  further  communication  with  th^m, 
•*^  until  we  are  favoured  with  yoi^r  sentiments  uppn 
"  the  subject,  or  until  matters  of  doubt  which  .ane 
^'  at  present  entertained  be  ren^pved."  Then. there 
is  a  note,  which  shows  the  necessity  of  this  fostering 
care  of  the  Constitutional  Society :  they  gay — '*  Bir- 
'^  mingbam  in  particular  claims  all  the  assistai^oe 
"from  established  societies,  which  possibly  pan.  :be 
'*  administered." 

Haying  written  to  the  Constitutional. Scjci^y,  upon 
the  26th  of  .May,  they  find  it  expedient,  for  the 
same  purpose,  to  trouble,  their  cprrespoi^i^Us.  pf  the 
London  Corresponding  Society ;  *^  We  w^re  favoured 
^^  v^ith  your  very  affectionate  letter  of  the  J^tlf  ulitimQ^ 
y  and. communication,,  in  due  course;. and  I  am  di^ 
^'  rected  by  this  Society  to  inform  you,  tl^^  it  is 
^/  with  infinite  satisfaction  they  receive  ,thei  informa- 
'^  tiouji  that  your  fir  119  and  laudable  endeavours  are 
^'  directed  to  that  effectual  and  necessary  purpose 
*^  of  opening  and  enlightening  the  public  mind,  and 
^^  disseminating  useful  knowledge  amongst  the  gene^ 
*[  ral  mass  of  the  people :  by  an  orderly  proceeding 
^'  in  a  firm  pursuit  of  truth  and  equity,  there  cannot 
VOL.  nu  N 


«  •  •  • 

^^  be  a  doubt  but  that  our  joint  endeavours  will  ijx 
<^  dM  txtn6  be  crowned  with  success^ 

^^  Ab  brothers  and  feIlow**Iabotrrers  tl^e'  oongniiur 
^  late  you  idHk  the  rapid  progress  of  u^ful  and  real 
^'  kndt^ledge  in  the  various  parts  of  this  natix^ht 
<^  whi<:h  BttjSiciently  indicates  that  the  time  caniiot 
^  be  far  distant  when  truth'  will  be  more  predor 
f ^  fninant,  ec^uity  m^e  generally  administered,  an4 
^*  sotiild  wisdom  iftdr*!  m:iiversaMy  sought  after, 
**  When  pnde,  atnbftionj^  dnd  ignorince^i  give  place^ 
^*  to  these  virtues',  when  oppression  ceases  and  ch^ 
^  rity  aboffmds,  when  men  in  pdnciple  s^rid  ^^^tiqA 
*'  verify  thfe  necessity  and  advantage  df  doiflg  to. 
^'v  dlhfers  asf  they  wish  to  be  done  by ;  then,  and  not 
^*  till  it^e^,  €^  Bjof  pfeopfe  or  nation  be  said  to  b^ 

happy. 

*;•  We  have  herewith  (inclosed  otxjt  rutes,  tJK. 
♦^  ShtMild  have  written  yoti  much  sooperj  b^it  on  ac- 
^*  coupt  of  a  <8sap|)6intHient  in  Ihe  printing'  of  6tMr 
**article8j,  Uti 

'  ^'^Qbt-ii  limbers  continue  fo  increase,  both;  hbce^ 
^*  ^n9:M  (h^adjacent  towns  and  villages;  d  general 
•*  c6ncttrfenfee  pi'evaibi  ^  to  the  necessity  of  the 
*^  busiBiess;  i^rid  the  tneasU/fes  adopted  by  this  Society 
•*^  for  ebkdining  6«r  object.  It;  will  hi  c/f  gre^t  nn- 
^*  flbrt^hce*  to  the  capse  ^  are  etigiiged  hi,  that 
^  k  tfioi'e^  ft^nerit  cocnmynicatida  Be  roaintalried 
^*  fttiton^tsflltl'jesi^iiT^r  institution^ ;  for  which  red- 
f*  sort  we  beg  the  favoar  vf  yotir  corre^pdndenoc  at 
*^  fevery  cohvenicnit^ppartutlity,  Whfchwill  be  highly 


*  €( 


rmt  TBUZ.  OF  THOMAS  HABDT*  (79 

f^  obliging  to  this  Society,   who  in  rietuf n  plQ4go 
*'  themselves  to  observe  the  same  rule^" 

Gedtletnen,  having  stated  to  you  cow  what  it  was 
that  tii«  Society  of  the  Friends  of  the  Peoples  disco-^ 
vered  to  be  the  object  of  the  Constitutional  Society^ 
and  I  agreeing  with  tbein-  m  thinking  their  discovery 
apoQ  that  subject  was  aocucate  and  right,  you  will 
find  it  necessary  to  go  back>  and  to  proceed  in  th^ 
cnrder  of  time  to  the  7th  of  Apftl.  Mr,  H^dy  sent 
from  the  London  Corresponding  Soci^y  a  copy  of 
their  reso|atioiis  to  th^  Society  for  Constitutional  lot 
foHnation^  whic^  was  established  at  Manchester^  and 
desired  also  to  have  correspondence  with  tbem^  as 
tbey  imre  all  oigaged  in  one  common  cause ;  that 
Manchester  Society,  you  will  recolfect^  which  hoped 
that  the  other  great  benefits  which  Mr.  Faine  had 
stated,  would  be  carried  into  effects 

He  says,  "  We  began  this  Society  about  ten  weeks 
'^  ago ;  tt  is  composed  bhiefly  of  tnadeamen  and  shop* 
keepers*  The  ^closed  will  inform  you  of  the 
principles  we  set  out  upon.— rWfaen  we  first  assor 
^^ciated^  we  flattered  ourselves  that  no  other  sodeties 
M  in.  the  nation  were  formed  upoa  the  same  principles 
*^^•^ut  in  two  or  I  three  weeks  afterwards  we  were 
^*  most  agreeably  Snformed  of  our  brethren  at  She£r 
field  having  taken  the  lead  in  so  glorious  a  cause-^ 
we  immediately  wrote  to  them,  and  were  answered 
withoot  delay,  expressing  a  wish  to  unite  with  us, 
ftr  promoting  the  ends  we  have  in  view,  and  we 
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**  are  assured  of  success,  by  persevering  prudently, 
•*  and  with  unanimity /• 

Upon  the  I8th  of  April  1792,  in  furtherance  of 
this  plan,  you  will  find  Mr.  Hardy  writes  a  letter  td 
the  president  of  the  Society  in  the  Borough — ^Now 
that  is  the  Society,  the  principles  of  which  I  have  so 
distinctly  stated  before,  as  leading  to  representative 
gmemmentf  as  the  only  security  for  liberty  in  the 
tountry.— It  appears  that  their  declarations  had  also 
been  sent  to  the  London  Corresponding  Society; 
and  Mr.  Hardy,  upon  the  18  th  of  April  179^,  says, 
'^  I  am  ordered  by  the  London  Corresponding  So- 
^'  ciety,  to  send  a  copy  of  their  resolutions  to  the 
^^  Society  that  meets  at  the  Three  Tkns  Tavern^  in 
^'  the  Borough,  established  on  purpose  for  restoring 
f^  the  rights  of  election,  or  in  other  words,  to  ob- 
^'  tain  an  equal  representation  of  the  people  of  this 
^'  nation  in  Parliament/'  ... 

Now  they  had  avowed,  aiid  avowed  in  their  decla* 
ration,  that  their  ol^ot  of  a  |tiepresentatioti  of  the 
people  in  Parliament  was  precisely  that  more  esc^ 
tended  one  in  its  principle,  which  obtained  at  the 
time  of  the  Commonwealth  in  Engiand-^namdy,  a 
representation  of  the  people  in  Pu^liament,  termed  a 
Parliament,  but  without  King  or  Lords,  a  represent^ 
tttive  govemtnent-^^*  We  should  be.ypry  happy,  to 
^'  enter  into  a  correspondence  with  your  Society-^as 
'^  we  are  all  engaged  in  the  same  grand  and  important 
^^  cause,  there  is  an  absolute  necessity  for  us  to  unite 
'*  together,  and  communicate  with  each  other,  that 
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f^  dur  sentiments  and  delerminations  may  centre  in 
one  point,  viz.  to  have  the  rights  of  man  re-esta* 
blished,  especially  in  this  nation ;  but  our  views  of 
the  rights  of  man  are  not  confined  solely  to  this 
'^  small  island,  but  are  extended  to  the  whole  human 
."  race — bl^ck  or  white,  high  or  low,  rich  or  poor. 
I  give  you  the  following  as  my  own  opinion — ^per- 
haps you  may  think  it  a  singular  sentiment'' — and 
then  aii  opinion  is  given,  which  it  is  my  duty  to  state^ 
thotugh  I  do  not  understand  it—"  that  the  King  and 
^^  the  nobles,  as  much  as  the  peasant  and  ignoble^ 
**  are  equally  deprived  of  their  rights.— Our  Society 
.**  meets^  every  Monday  nighi/' 

Gentlemen,  there  is  an  answer  to  this^  from  a 
person  of  the  name,  I  think,  of  Favell,  who  is  chair- 
iQan  of  the  Friends  of  the  People  in  Southwark :  he 
says — "  I  duly  received  your  letter,  containing  the 
."  resolutions  of  the  London  Corresponding  Society*-—* 
"  which  I  have  communicated  to  our  Society  in  the 
•*  Borough— »and  I  am  directed  to  return  them  the 
>^  thanks  of  that  Society,  and  to  assure  them  they 
shall  cordially  unite  with  them,  and  all  similar  so- 
cieties throughout  the  kingdom,  in  endeavouring 
to  effect  those  great  objects  for  which  they  are 
associated — namely,  to  engage  the  attention  "bf 
'^  their  fellow-citizens  to  examine  the  general  abuses 
."  of  government,  and  to  exercise  their  delibecitive 
'^  wisdom  rn  a  calm  but  intrepid  manner  in  applying 
"  those  remedies." — ^This  is  in  April ;  and  in  August 
they  expressly  tell  you,  that  there  was  to  be  no  remedy 
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ifrom  Parliament — ^^  In  app1]qng  those  reiMdks  whidh 
the  country  at  large  may  idtiinately  require^-^nd 
they  sincerely  agree  with  you  in  hoping  that  the 
long--neglected  rights  of  man  will  be  restored,  not 
only  in  this  country,  but  in  every  part  of  the  globe 
where  man  may  dwell. — We  shall  very  soon  trans* 
mit  you  a  copy  of  our  declaration^  and  hope  for 
your  further  correspondence." 
A  leiter  and  resolutrons  from  the  Revolution  and 
Constitutional  Societies  at  Norwich,  dated  Q&Ai  of 
April  1792,  were  read  at  the  meeting  of  the  Society 
for  Constitutional  Information^  on  the  4th  of  May 
following:  they  distinctly  6tate--*that  Mr.   Faine'^s 
ixxiks  were  to  'be  the  medium,  through  which  the 
prejudices  :that  had  grown  up  under  the 'British  goy 
Temment  were  to  be  got  rid  of,  and  the  Constito* 
tional  Society  return  them  their  thanks  in  these 
words — *'  This  Society  receives  the  above  communiv 
^'  cation  with  the  most  heartfelt  satisfaction,   and 
^'desires  earnestly  to  concur  and  co-operate  with 
^^  those  Sodeties  in  their  laudable  objects ;  that  the 
"  secretary  do  inform  them  of  the  same,  and  that 
^'  this  Society  has  unanimously  elected  the  twelve 
*'  members  t)f  the  Norwich  Societies  to  be  associated 
^^  members  of  this  Society.^' 

Upoh  the  11  th  of  May  1792,  the  Constitutional 
Society  resolved,  that  there  should  be  a  communiqa- 
tion  from  that  Society  with  the  Society  of  the  Friends 
0f  the  Constitutbn  at  Paris,  known  by  the  name  of 
Jacobins :  they  send  an  address  to  then^j^  ^htch  is  in 
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tbc;se .  wprd&~^^  Brothers  md  fellovrciti^i^ns  of  the 
**  iirprl^ — 

'^  The  cordial  and  affectionate  reception  with 
''  whjch  you  have  bonoored  our  ^|K>rliby  oountryimen^ 
"  Mr.  Thomas  Cooper,  and  Mr.  Jaipes  Watt,  mem- 
'^  \>Qrfi  of  the  Society  pf  Manche^terj  and  united  with 

qur  Society,  has  been  consununioatjsd  to  U9  by  the 

correspondence  of  those  gentlemen . 

^^  In  offering  you  our  oongratubtioiis  on  the  glo- 
^^  rious  revolution  which  your  nation  has  acoom^ 
^'  plished,  we  ^pe^k  a  langqage  which  pnly  sipceriky 
^'  ^q  dictate. 

^^  The  formality  of  coqrts  affords  no  exan^ple  to 
f^  US :  to  do  opr  thoughts  justice^  we  give  (o  the 
^^  hflirt  the  liberty  it  delights  in^  and. hail  ypii  as 
*f  bmtfiers. 

'^  lit  is  opt  among  thi^  least  of  thp  revoli^ipns 
^^  wbjuQh  time  is  enfolding  to  an  astopisbed  world, 
^^  that  two  nations^  nursed  by  some  wretcbi^  craft 
'*  in  rttiprooal  hatred,  should  sp  suddenly  break  their 
f^  porpmon  odious  ohain^  and  rush  ipto  an>ity. 

^^  The  principle  that  can  produce  such  an  efiect,  is 
^^  (bp  pifapripg  pf  no  earthly  court ;  and  whilst  it 
^^  exhibits  to  us  the  expensive  iniqujty  pf  former  po- 
'^  )f^C9>  it  enables  ui$  with  boM  Celicity  tp  say  we 
f^  b^ve  dpp/e  with  them. 

^^  Jn  cpntemplating  the  political  condition  of  na^ 
^^  tions,  we  cannot  conceive  a  more  diabolip^l  ff  ^em 
''  9(f  gPWrniHCWit  tb4P  .^hat  which  has  been  generally 
^'  ^acti^^  over  the  world,  to  feed  the  avarice,  and 
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^*  gratify  the  widkedness  of  ambition  ;  the  fraternity 
^'  of  the  human  race  has  been  destroyed;  as  if  the 
^f  several  natibnd  of  the  earth  had  been  created  by 
^^  rival  gods-^^man  has  not  considered  man  as  the 
'*  work  of  one  Creator. 

^  ^^  The  political  institutions,  under  whi(^  he  has 
**' lived,  have  been  counter  to  whatever  religion  h6 
^^  professed.    • 

-  "  Instead  of  that  universal  benevolence,  which  the 
^^  nK>rality  of  every  known  religion  declares,  he  has 
^*  been  politically  bred  to  consider  his  species  as  his 
<^  natural  enemy,  and  to  describe  virtues  and  vices 
*f  by  a  geographical  chart. 

"  The  principles  we  now  declare  are  not  peculiar 
^*  to  the  Sooiiety  that  addresses  yotu ;  they  are  extend- 
^'  ing  themselves  with  accumulating  force  through 
*^  every  part  of  our  country,  and  derive  strength 
^^  from  an  union  of  causes,  which  no  other  principles 
^^  admit. 

**  The  religious  friend  of  man,  of  every  denomi- 
nation, records  them  as  his  own  ;  they  animate  the 
lover  of  rational  liberty,  and  they  cherish  the  heart 
^^  of  the  poor;  now  bending  ufkler  an  oppression  of 
"  taxes,  by  a  prospect  of  relief. 

'^  We  have  against  us  only  that  same  enemy, 
"  which  is  the  enemy  of  justice  in  all  countries,  a 
^*  herd  of  courtiers  fattening  on  the  spoil  of  the 
^^  public.    ^ 

^^  It  would  have  given  an  additional  triumph  to 
^J  our  congratulations^  if  the  equal  rights  of  maOj^ 
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*'  which  are  the  foundation  of  your  declaration  of 
^'  rights,  had  been  recognised  by  the  governments 
**  around  you,  and  tranquillity  established  in  all ; 
^*  but,  if  despotisms  be  still  reserved  to  exhibit;  bjr 
**  conspiriacy  and  combination,  a  further  example  of 

m 

*'  infamy- to  future  age^,  that  Power  that  disposes  of 
^\  invents,,  best  knows  the  means  of  making  that  ex- 
"  ample  finally  beneficial  to  his  creatures. 
'  *^  We  have  beheld  your  peaceable  principles  ^n- 
•^  suited  by  despotic  ignorance ;  we  have  seen  the 
^^  *  right  hand  of  fellowship,  which  you  hold  out  to 
'^  the  world,  rejected  by  those  who  riot  on  its 
**  plunder ;  we  now  behold  you  a  nation  provbkfed 
^^  into  defence,  and  we  can  see  no  mode  of  defence 
*^  equal  to  that  of  establishing  the  general  freedom  of 
*^  .Europe. 

'  ^^  In  this  best  of  causes  we  wish  you  success  ;  our 
*'  hearts  go  with  you  ;  and  in  saying  this  we  believe 
^^  we  utter  the  voice  of  millions." 

Gentleman,  this  address  was  signed  by  the  chair- , 
man  of  the  Constitutional  Society,  and  transmitted 
to  Mr.  Watt,  at  P&ris ;  and,  upon  the  28th  of  May 
1792,  was  ordered  to  be  published* 
'    After  this,  the  principles  of  Mr.  Paine,  which,  you 
observe,  contain  the  doctrines  that  I  have  been  stat- 
itig  to  you,  were  carried  further  in  a  third  book  (I 
meaii  in  that  book  called  The  Address  to  the  Ad- 
dressers, which  I  shall  also  be  able  to  give  in  evidence 
to  yoii)  :  Mr.  Paine  having  there  gone  the  length  of 
iisserting  the  folly,  absurdity,  and  wickedness  of  the 


Qoy^mipe^t,  under  whiph  w^  Hve-^iiQt  onlj  of  a»« 
writing  the  incomp^t^ac^  of  Government^  as  it  is 
constitptedi  tp  cl^ange  itself,  bjut  having  asserted 
that  la  CQQVe^tionary  representation  of  the  peop)e,  in 
Ihat  sen^  in  which  lye  speg^K  pi*  iti .  iimst  do  this 
VprjL,  h^  proceed^  tp  the  extent  of  stating  tb^  p^aii 
90^  /Ebrm  of  an  org^iiization  of  th^t  aort^  upon  wh^ch 
the  convention  was  to  be  framed. 

Gentlemen>  it  was  impossible  not  tp  dp(dj  to  tha 
jiDBtipeof  the  law>  against  the  attack  made  iipon  out 
Qovprnment  by  th^  per^n  who  wei^t  ^o  th^  ejLtei^t  I 
fm  ^Qw  3tatipg,  with  the  approbation,  iMibtisbed 
pver  a^d  over  ag^n^  of  these  spci^jjues,  who,  in  tlfeir 
corppr^te  cl^rac^,  if  I  may  ^  9^^k,  f^oM  i>o{t  ba 
prQ$^q^tje4  ^^  dolug  it— it  became  ^fiecjes^y  to  ^sk 
a  Jury  of  this  country^  whether  these  doctrines  weva 
tp  ,be  tolerated~-what  is  the  coQ^eq^finc^  of  that? 
It  4$>  t)iat  tbesp  societies  immed^tely  ej^tjsr  in^>  ^nb^ 
acriptions  for  the  s^ipport  of  Mr.  ^aii:\e,  apd  |hey 
Gonai^er  theipselves  as  engjaged  ii^  propagatii^  ;his 
ivqi^k^  in  t^^it  way,  i;i;i  which  no  work  ever  jiv^  prjpf 
pfl^te|d-^to  the  intent  to  produce  ihat  jcqffvef^iiop, 
without  which  the  nation,  in  Qp  p^g9fi4^^iM9P  f^  itp 
goveri^mcnt,  couid  be  said,  accpr^iffg  to  th$m>  to 
eai4  in  ^  .state  of  freedom  as  9  i^atjpn , 

Qentje^n,  yo^  will  not  be  §urpf ised>  if  i^  «I^ 
appears:  th*t,  in  g^ngon  progr^sjv^ly  to  thp  fil^mr 
lion  of  ^he  mischief  that  was  intendqdj  t^y  l^epj^um^ 
fWqr?  mbcWeyous ;  and  yon  wi^l  .find  ri|f)fnb^|jjipjr 
ii^  frpp)  the  3ocipty^  expr^Ny  t^!wg  ^I^^Wfe  M 


Aty  ioieant  to  destroy  the  goveratneqt  of  the  coouf^ 
try ;  that  they  cannot,  therefore^  'stay  among  them; 
mxid  to  which  members,  as  fiir  as  appears  from  any 
information  that  I  have  had,  they  did  not  condescend 
to  explain  themselves — to  say,  No,  you  have  mistaken 
our  object-^-^-tbis  is  not  what  we  mean  ^  bat  th^ 
leave  them  unanswered,  and  go  on  tojexecntethe 
purposes  they  were  about. 

Having  come  to  those  resolutions  in  order  to  sup* 

port  Mr.  i^ine  in  these  prosecutions^  they  publish 

the  resolutions,  they  publish  the  books  of  Mr.  Paine^ 

they  publish  these  resolutions  in  the  various  news.- 

jpapers  {the  editors  of  these  newspapers  insuring,  if  I 

•may  6o  say,  themselvies  against  the  hazards  of  the 

Jaw,  ^some  for  more,  some  for  less,  and  they  risk  th6 

{hajsard  of  propagating  the  doctrines,  provided  thb 

<x)nsideration  paid  is  ample  enough,  as  H  premium 

for  the  risk),  and  then  these  publicatidnft  are  fent 

4own  to  the  country  to  various  places,  in  hundreds, 

and  vthousands^-^I  am  ^orry  to  say,  to  persons  of  ^ 

professions,  to  distribute*^!  am  sorry  to  say,  to  som^ 

<sf  the  most  sacred  professions,  whose  names  will 

-appear  to  you  when  they  come  to  be  read-'^nd  thiii 

mode  of  propagating  these  doctrines  is  adapted  to  tha 

utter  impossibility  of  detection,    and  for  the  Verj^ 

purpfc)se  of  having  that  effeot---tQ  make  the  law  at 

the  country  unequal  to  the  mischief^  which  it  was  to 

^meet. 

At  this  time  a  proclamation  was  issued  by  the 
^xecutivp  government  of  the  country,  in  <wder  to 


-restfain  these  pablicatioas ;  and  both  the  societiefl^ 
.ysio  wiil  find,  cloaking  themselves  mider  the  words 
^^  a  foil  and  fair  representation  of  the  people,**  whick 
wxMrds  they  have  never  condescended  to  explain^  which 
.'Words,  never  do  exist  in  any  text  of  any  writing  of 
thdrs,  as  I  can  find,  with  the  mention  of  a  King,  or 
•otlier  house  of  legislature ; — they  vilify  the  procla- 
mation, and  make  the  very  means  the  executive  go- 
vernment took  to  suppress  the  miscUef,  a  mean  by 
nvhtch  they  should  spread  the  efiect  of  the  mischief 
more  widely  and  difRisely  than  otherwise  they  could 
•feavedone* 

;  Upon  the  34th  of  May  1792,  there  is  a  letter  sent 
Tfom  Mr.  Hardy,  I  believe  not  in  Ms  own  hand* 
'Writing,  but  I  believe  in  the  hand-writing  of  Mr. 
fVaughan,  whom  I  before  named  to  you,  in  which 
fhe  states,  that,  by  the  direction  of  the  London  Cor- 
^responding  Society,  he  bad  the  honour  of  enclosing 
.td  them; a.  copy  of  their  address  and  regulations^ 
which  he  requests  they  will  communicate  to  the 
•Constitutional  Society.  The  thanks  of,  the  Society 
;were  given  to  them  for  this ;  and  that  is  a  puUica* 
ition  more  guarded  than  another  you  will  find  pub* 
lished  upon  tbe  6th  of  August  i79!2. 

After  stating  thi^r  constitution,  which  I  before 
mentioned  to  you,  it  says—"  But,  as  Proyidenoe  has 
<^^  furnished  men  in  every  station  with  faculties  ne- 
"  oessary  for  judging  of  what  concerns  themselves, 
'^*  sbajl  we,  the  muUitUde,  suffer  a  few,  with  no  bet- 
**  ter  right  tb^n  ourselves^  tq  usurp  the  power  of 


«i»  :TBiAi.  or  mpUAS:  nUAPT.  ^       l^ 

*^  governing  us  without  control? :  Surdy  not:  left. 
^^  us  rather  unite  in  one  oonmion  cause  to  cast  awayi 
^^  our  bondagjs,  being  assured^.  tl»t  in  so  doing  wq 
^^  dre  protected  by  a  jury  o£  our  cbuntrymen,  wh'de 
'^  we  are  disohArgtfig  a  44Hy  to  ourselves,  to  oms 
^*  country,  and  to  mankind.** : 

Gendemen,  you  will  find  IfOfn  a  .paper  of  the  <kh 
of  August,  that  tbat^  which  they  supposed  was  to 
meet  with  protection  from  a  jtury  of  jthe  country,  wan 
a  CQinbiaatioa  to  reform .  ttte  government  of  the 
country  by  means^^otber  than  application  tp  .F^lia-r 
meot — which  binds  toge|;her,  (^yith  the  King^  ^s  the 
great  polttiea}  body  of  the  country,  the  whole  systeuif 
under  which  we>  live. 

Gendeinen,  the  London  Corresponding  Sodety; 
as  to  the  King's  proclamation,  followed  the^  e&ample 
of  the  CoostttutioQal  Society,  and^  on  the  31st  of 
I4ay  1702,  in  a  paper  that  will  be  read  tojrou,  thiey 
vilify  the  proqlamation ;  and  this  pdper  having  been 
cqmmunioated  by  the  London  Correspqnding  Society 
to  the  Com^itutionid  Societyrrtbey, ;  aw&re  of ,  th^ 
nature  ofit^  order,  that  that  paper  ^hpuid  be  pub- 
lished in  such,  newspapers  as  «;^7^  receive  the  advert 
tisemetits  of  this^  Soci^y.-^They  wer$  pretty  well 
aware  that  tb^  w^re  of  su^h  ^a  nature  as  mad4$  it 
somewhat  hazardous  to  publish  th^m. 
*  You  will  find  a  letter,  dated  the  14th. of>  June 
I7d2,  from  certain  persons  styling  thems^vesthe 
^itors  of  the  Patriot  (who  they  are  I  am  opt  able  to 
^t^  to  you^  but  who,  for  the  purposes  of.tbesQ 
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iodeties^  thought  it  neofinarf  to  conceal  their  natn^s^, 
iiK  which  they  desire  the  Cofvespcmditig  Society:  td 
lake  ffii  opportunity  of  e»Hght6iiiiig  the  public  mind 
by  (AiUicfltioiid^  by  ad^^ertisements^,  by  circulaittng 
tfldise  p2Lfet^  \ti  yUbgear  to  coufilry  ftttmers^  destritig, 
as  I  stated^  to  conceal  ihetr  rttme,  but  recfuesting 
ihit  the  papers  might  be  sent  to  a  per  son,  who  holds 
an  important  ritnttion  in  a  siibsequetit  part  of  thi» 
butrine^s^a  Mr.  Gate,  b  booksether,  at  Sheffield. 

Gentlemen^  them  #81  be  laid  before  you  various 
pftrta  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Constitutional  Society, 
Which  relatef  to  Mr.  FSaitte,  tvhich  I  shall  now  pasd 
mtr,  except  for  the  purpose  bf  ctfUitig  your  atten* 
tion  to  another  publication  of  his  upon  the  Otfc  Of 
lone  I799>  and  which  was  addressed  to  Mr.  l)un^s; 
you  W9I  likewise  find  that  that  bo<)k,  which  will  be 
ghr^  you  in  evidence^  distinctly  disavows  aU  heredi^ 
ttlfy  govertimetit  i  all  nfionarchy,  under  whatever 
^KfkAtiOUs ;  nnA  tlien,  (br  the  purpose  bf  circulat- 
ing this  doctrine,  as  they  had  before  ciroutated  the 
doctrines  in  other  works  of  this  gentleman,  they 
xitd&,  ^f  that  twelve  thousind  cbpi^s  of  that  letter 
"  fehsM  be  printed  for  the  Society/fc*  the  purpose  of 
*^  beihg  transmitted  to  our  correspondents  through-* 
<<  out  Great  Bdtaiti,  and  that  a  bommittee  be  ap- 
"  pointed  to  direct  the  same.'* 

denttemen,  I  pass  on  now  to  the  4th  of  August 
1792;  at  which  time  there  appear*  to  me  to  have 
been  an  entremely  important  transactfon  in  the  Lon* 
)}on  Corresponding  Society ;  it  is  the  propagation  of 


M  ttiklresi  «f  that  date,  whtdi  fifdt  ^l«Vel6tx»>  iti  it 
teems  to  xne^  though  in  somewhat  of  covett  fiin- 
yuage,  the  ^etenxikiatioa  of  these  societies  to  w6rk 
wlial  thejF  caB  a  reform  wibhaot  ady  Gommunidktioti 
whafe^er  with  that  Parliameiit,  whleh  they  held  ti^be 
HlooiI^letent  to  faring  aboat  the  burliness.  ^ 

Yott  will  fiodi  tha*^  apoti  the  8th  of  AUgost^^  Mr, 
Harder  wtote  a  letter  to  Mu  lb(rite;  tfait  he^^nit 
him  vk  pimf  copy  of  this  axMress;  that  fee  No^ied  it 
yKmhi  mev^t  his  attentipn,  ii,nid  his  approbaticM^  that 
heshomldbe  woeiedingly  hafppy  to  ^  (gfrnv^vflth 
hta  opiotonr  c£  it  b^fore^  it  wids  ^printed. 

Thie  addi^ea%  qftibr  stating'  What  they  oMrsidered  ba 
the  gridvanpes  oif  the  couofilyy  ittates  thiii'^^^'  SeicK 
('  being;tbe  foriknrB^  siUurtidprt^th^  fdatths  lof  the 
^^  iiaik»i  bow  are  BrHotvi  !t<^  ditam  infoHn^^ 
^'  rec^ess  ?  Will  the  Court,  will  Mlbistry  afibrJl 
'^  eifcheri  WiU  ParUmeM  gmnt  ihetaf  WIH  the 
^'  nobles  or  the  dergy  ease  the  people'^s  sti^fitigsf 
^'  Ho.,  fiiqparienoe  tella  usy  and  prodatnalioai  cdxt^ 
M  $fta  it,^  that  the  interest  ahd the  intefttioh'dfpt^et 
M  aire  eoinUaiedto  keep/ the  fiati^m  in  tdr^if  i^- 
*f  'leader'  • 

,  H  t^  states  tl|e  only  teadiirc^  to  b«  iA  tfhefe  ^o- 
cwtiea ;  it  thenab^tes  variboi^  ih^ited  rdUsotfs;  whibh 
]o0^wi|lihe2Uii  md  then  proceeds  tottfis diebtt 

<'  Nuinetoos  otb^r  ref^rafts  woald  utidoAbtedfy 
^<  take  pboe^  evra  hat  the  ^€  session;  bf  ^rfiAment 
so leletoted,  dependant  ^divty  on  their  etetitdi-s  the 
^eopfe;  unteim  thtflietee'.  hy  -ftttiiMr,  undivded 
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^^  by  party,  uncormpted  by  Ministry;  and  uninfla*- 
^^  enoed  but  by  the  public  good.  Etery  traasactkm 
'*  woql^  (end  to  refotm,  and  a  strict  economy^  its 
'^  natural  con^quenoe, .  might  soon  enable  us  to 
•*  reduce  our  taxes ;  and  by  the  imtegrily  of  Parlia- 
*^  ment,  that  reduction  would  light  upon  such  pbjects 
'^  as  best  might  relieve  the  poor ;  this  to.  the  people 
^^  would  prove  an  advantageous  and  a^  novel  ^ession^ 
*^  and  lo  ^  honest  Parliament  not  a  tiresome  one, 

**  Tlj^refpre,  Britons,  friends,  and  fellow-citizens> 
f^  with  band  and  heart  unite^  claim  what  is  your 
^^  right,  persevere  and  be  free,  for.wbo.dialL  dare 
^'  withstand  our  just  deioands?.  Oppression,  already 
f^  trembling  at  the  voice  ofindividualsy  will  shrink 
*'  away  and  disappear  ibr  ever,  when  .the  nation 
^^  united  shall  assert  its  ^privileges  and  demand  their 
**  restoration." 

Gentlemen,,  the  address,  you  will  find  was  circu* 
iated; with,  infinite  industry  to  every  Corresponding 
Sqcipty  in  the  kingdom,  cbnveyed  tfaroogh.  every 
possible  cb^nnd,.  the.  doctrine  adopted  by  all. Ihe 
afEliatmig  aecleties ; .  i^nd  the  plan,  which  they  went 
upon  from  this  6th  of  August  179^9  appeals  to  have 
been  a  pla^  to  redress  themselves  by  jtheir  own  power, 
and  by  tl),eir  own  sti:eQgth,  and  not.  by  apfdicatidn 
to  that  Parliament,  wllioh  alone  can  act  in  legisla* 
tion :  it  seems  to  me  to.be  .impossible  that,  you  can 
mistake  wha^  is  me^nt  by  this  paper,  if  you  \^11  give 
your  more  particular  at1£entton  to  a;  paper  which  was 
received. from. a, >Soci6ty.  ait  j$tdf:kport,  and  found  in 
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ihb  p6ese69ion  of  Mr.  Hardy  upon  the  27tb  of  No* 
tember  1 791 :  this^  after  adverting  to  tboiie  nome- 
fofud  grievanoes  stated  in  the  addcfisa  of  the  6th  of 
August  179^9  i^  to  tbtseffi^ : 

«  In  obedieiice  to  the  wishes  of  the  Society  here, 
•*  I  have  the  pleasure  of  acknowledging  the  honour 
♦*  df  your  letter,  and  the  packet,  whtdi  the  kind^ 
^^  hess  of  our  brothera  of  the  London  Corresponding 
**  Society  eb  oppof tituely  presented  us  with. 

•^  It  is  doubly  dc^ferving  oUf  thanks,  as  it  shdwi 

* 

^  your  kindness,  and  &s  it  will  be  useful  in  tiie 
^  ftfrmation  of  our  infant  Society  1  ^we  itand  frtueh-  ill 
*^  need  of  your  experience  in  this  particular,  and  we 
^f  dbi^bt  not  of  your  best  assistance ;  we  are  sui'-^ 
^  rounded  by  a  majority,  a  formidable  one  indeed  iti 
^  power,  abilities,  and  numbers,  but  we  tfe  not  dis- 
"  mayed. 

^*  We  h£^re  (rarefuUy  perused  the  addressee,  and  t 
**  am  to  observe  Upon  their  oontents.  in  general,  ihat 
'^  tfce  sentiments  hardly  arise  to  that  height  which 
^  we '  expect  from  men  semible  to  their  JuU  duims  to 
^^  absolute  and  uncontrollable  Hbe^tg^  i.e.  nnaccouht^ 
^  hbk  to  any  power  which  they  htwe  not  hrimedkately 
^^  e&hHituted  and  appointed^ 

*^  These  are  our  sentiments,  whatever  may  be 
'^  yours ;  though,  in  the  present  state  of  political 
^^  knowledge,  it  may  be  prudent  not  to  avow  tbetp 
'^  openly. .  We  desire  your  sentiments  on  the  means 
^*  of  accomplishing  that  object,  which  we  presume 
^'  yoo  have  in  tiew  in  common  with  ttk;  we  think 
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f^  it  expedient  that  we  should  perfectly  understand 
^^  each  other  in  ^  banning,  lest  the  appeiaranp& 
^^  (^  disunion  might  furnish  matter  of  triumph  to 
•^  our  enemies ;  we  olwerve  one  expression/* — ^you 
will  take  QOtice  that  Mr.  Hardy  at  this  time  was  a 
member  both  of  the  London  Corresponding  and  the 
Constitutionfal  Societies:—^'  we  observe  one  expres- 
sion, which  says,  ^  numerous  other  reforms  would 
take  place/  Sec.  &c.;  but  we  ask  how  is  that  Parlia- 
foment  to  be.  chosen  ?  Can  we:  expect  it  fro  fi- the 
^'  present  order  of  things  ?  Would  not  all  the  evil  be 
^^  done  away  at  once  by  the  people  assembling  in  con^ 
^^  vention  f  Does  it  appear  probable  that  the  odious 
!^  laws,  which  we  complain  of,  will  be  abolished, any 
f ^  other  way  ?   Can  the  gri<^vances  arising  from  arfs*- 

*^  tocracy  be  redre$6ed  while  the. retains  ita 

^^  present  authority  in  the  Legislature  ?"-rwhethep 
this  blapk  is  to  be  filled  up  with  Crown  or  the  ^ottse 
of  Lords  is  for  you  to  judge,— -*^  retains  its  present 
f'  aothprity  in  the  Legislature  ?  J[^  tlie  umyerpifil  right 
f ^.  qf  conscience  exer  to  be  attaini^d  while  the B-.,  ■« 
^^  maiqtain  thdr  seats  on  the 
.  '^  Your  thoiight^.on  thosQ  in^portant  pojpt^^  we 
*'  most  earnestly  desire  may  be  transiQitted  to  .us  as 
f^  sqon.as  possible,  not  directed  as  the  last," — and 
|[|)^  yiofi  will  find  pften  occurs :  letters  sent  ufyi^r  a 
ffsigne4  direcUdn  ;  ^'  we  fear  it  will  exjcite  suspicion.*' 
.  The  Stockport  Society  say  of  the  address  of  the 
6tb  of  August  1702^  sent  to  them,  thH  they  think 
it  hardly  amounts  to  sentin^^ts  such  as   theirs^ 
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xiamdy,.  that  they  muat  have  absolute  and  uncontroU- 
lable  liberty,  unaccountable  to  any  power  which  they* 
have  nrot^immediately  constituted-^  that  could  not  be 
the  Kj/ingand  Parliamen^t  of  Great  Brit|iixi^-*>they.say9 
"  We  presunae  you  have  the  satpe  vioy  m  commqi;i| 
"  with  u$,  and  we  desire  to  have  your  sentiments 
*^  ypqn  the  means  of,  accomplishing  that  object." 
W|>at,,obj|Bct  ?  The  object  of  putting  themselws  in 
a  aituaticm  of  being  unaccountable  to.  any  power, 
which  they  themselves  had  not  immediately  consti- 
tuted,  and  appointed— (^how  was  that  to  be  done  ?— 
was  it  to  be  done  by  Parliament  ?  .Xhje  address  of 
the  6th  of  August  had  disavowed  that  it  was  to  be 
done  by  Parliament.  Is  it  to  be  done,  while  the 
9tb€;r  parts  of  the  Legislature  hold  their  situation  m 
the  Legislature  ?  We  presume  you  have  the  same 
object:  tell  us  what  you  think  upon  this  occasion*. 
This  was  the  occasion,  upon  which  the  address  of 
the  6th.  of  August  ought  to*  have  been  explained,  if 
they  meiHnt  tp  disavow  that  they  had  any  such  object^ 
butfwjiat.is  the  answer. ? — ^The  answer  in . effect  is: 
That  fuU  and  fair  representation  of  the  people,  that 
we  are  aiming  at,  is  that  which  is  to  be  the  mediate 
or  iauj(j^diate. instrument  of  jemoying  all  the  griev- 
ances'  we  <  labour  under, .  though  prudence  does  not 
permit, us  to  spealf:  all, we  think  upon  the  subject. 

"  With  infinite  satisfaction  the  London  ,Corre- 
'^  sponding  Society's  Committee  perused  your  letter  ; 
'^  th^y  are.  happy  tp  leijrn  your  steady  detennination, 
^^  ia^jleof  all  obstacles,  to  pursue  diat  sole  means 
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*^  6{  pditictil  felicity,  a  perfect  representation  of  the 
^  people/* 

'  Now,  what  was  the  sole  means  of  this  political  feli- 
city—*a  perffeet  representation  of  the  people  ?— Why, 
rtie  formation  df  a  power  by  the  people,  making 
themselves  unactountable  to  any  other  power,  to  any 
power  but  that  which  they  had  immediately  th^- 
selves  eonstituted,  namely,  an  assembly  by  a  con* 
ventioli  tof  the  people.  Then,  why  don't  they  sp^k 
out  ?-They  say,  *^  With  regard  to  our  publications, 
^  our  sentiments  are  expressed  in  as  strong  terms  as 
^  prudence  Will  permit,  yet  plain  enough  to  convince 
*'  the  public,  that,  while  vre  expect  every  thing 
•*'fVom  an  honest  and  an  annual  ferrrament,*^ — n 
biody  might  exist  under  the  term  Birliament  in  a 
dommonwealth,  as  well  as  under  a  King-— *^  nothing 
*^  short  of  such  a  senate,  chosen  by  the  whole  nation, 
will  satisfy  us. 

True  generosity,  the  characteristic  of  tliid  na- 
tion, and  of  all  unperverled  men  thwugfeout  Ae 
^  globe,  calling  upon  us  to  counten&m^  at  this 
^^  juncture  the  arduous  struggte  bf  the  Prefich  hatton 
^*  against  despotism  and  aristocracy,  those  fbes  to  the 
^  human  race,  we  have  resolved  upon  addressing 
^  the  French  National  Convent! on .'^  You  vriH  per- ' 
mit  me  to  observe,  this  vlas  upon  the  1 1th' of  Oc^ 
tober  179^:  the  King  of  France  wa^  disposed  in 
effect  upon  the  10th  of  August  179^*  71^  passage, 
in  the  transactions  of  this  Society,  appears  to  ih^  to 
be  peculiarly  worthy  your  attentton.    *'  IVSthout 
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^  enteriiig  ^into  the  probable  effects  of  such  a  inea« 
^^  sure,  efiects^  which  your  Society  will  not  fail  to> 
^^  discover^  we  invite  you  to  join  us ;  and  to  that 
'^  endy  herewith  you  have  a  copy  of  our  intended. 
*^  address ;  if  you  approve  the  idea,  and  will  concur ' 
in  sending  it,  be  pleased  to  return  us  without  de.^ 
lay,  a  <k>py  signed  by  your  president ;  we  will  thea 
associate  your  body  with  ours,  and  with  soma 
*^  others,  who  have  already  assented  to  the  measure : 
^^  if,  on  the  contrary,  you  disapprove  that  mark  of 
^^  zeal  towards  the  only  nation  that  has  hitherto 
^^  undertaken  to  restore  to'  mankind  its  just  rightSj 
^^  ptease  to  communicate  to  us  your  objections*** 
This  was  upon  the  llth  of  October  1792 :  upcMi  the 
6th  of  October  1 702,  Mr.  Barlow  (whose  name  00^ 
eurs  before  with  respect  to  his  publication  relative  to 
the  privileged  orders)  writes  a  letter  to  the  Society 
for  Constitutional  Information,  accompanied  with  4 
bookj  called  '^  Advice  to  the  National  Convention 
"  of  Prance  ;*'  and  you  will  be  pleased  to  o4>$erve 
that  Mr.  Barlow,  aad  a  Mr.  Frost,  afterwards^ 
in  the  month  of  November,  were  sent  with  an  ad^ 
dress  from  the  Constitutional  Society  to  Paris,  as 
their  delegates  for  that  purpose.  The  letter  of  Mr. 
Barlow  is  in  these  words : 

^^  I  have  lately  published  a  small  treatise,  under 
^^  the  title  of  '  A  Letter'  to  the  National  Convention 
^^  of  F«anoe^  on  the  Defects  of  the  Constitution  of 
^^  1791 9  and  the  Elxtent  of  the  Amendments  which 
^^  ought  to  be  applied :'  although  the  observations 
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**  contained  in  this  letter  are  moi-e  particularly  appK« 
"  cable  to  the  French  nation  in  the  present  crisis  of 
"  its  government,   yet,    as  the   true  principles  of 
"  society  are  every  where  the  same,  their  examina* 
^*  tion  cannot  be  unseasonable  in  any  nation,  or  at 
^*  any  time ;  believing,  therefore,  that  the  8d)ject 
^*  of  this  treatise  will  not  be  thought  foreign  to  the 
'*  great  object  of  your  association,  I  present  a  copy 
**  of  it  to  you  with  the  same  confidence  as  I  have 
^  done   to   the   National  Convention,   and   to  the 
"  Constitutional  Society  at  London,   a  confidence 
**  arising  from  the  full  persuasion  that  the  work' is 
•^  founded  in  truth  and  reason.     I  tjtke  the  liberty  at 
"^  the  samfe  time  to  send  you  a  c6py  of  another  pob- 
*^  lication,  entitled  •  Advice  to  Privileged  Orders.* 
*^The    present    disposition    in   Europe  towards  a 
•.^  general    re  volution  in  the  principles  of  govern- 
•*  metit  is  founded  in  the  current  of  opinion^  too 
^^  powerful  to   be  resisted,   as  well   ds  too  sacred 
^*  to  be  treated  with  neglect ;  and  it  is  the  duty  of 
**  every  individual  to  assist,  not  only  in  removing  the 
**  obstructions  that  are  found  in  the  way  of  -this  re* 
*'  volution,  but  in  ascertaining,  with  as  much  pre- 
*^  cision  as  possible,- the  nature  of  the  object  to  be 
^^  aimed  at,   and   the  consequence  to  be  eitpected 
**  from  the  attainment :  it  is  above  all  things  to  be 
'^  desired,  that  the  convictions  to  be  acquired  from 
*^  national  discussion,  should  >  precede  and  preclude 
^*  those  which  must  result  from  physical  exertion.** 
Now,  you  will  give  me  leave  to>tate  to  you  what 
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.^teel  doctrine  is  iq  this  hook^  for  which  the  Skxdety 
ibr  CbnstitQtioiial  Information,  Mr.  Hardy  then  a 
member  of  it,  thank  Mr.  Barlow,  make  him  an  ho^ 
norary  member,  and.  afterwards  depute  him  to  the 
National  Convention  of  France. 

G^fitlemen,  the  doctrine,  I  can  explain  it  to  you 
generally,  without  troubling  you  by  reading  particu«- 
lar  passages,  amounts  to.  this :  Mr.  Barlow,   after 
.stating  the  principles  of  equal  active  citizenship,^ 
which  found  their  way  into  the  constitution  of  Prance 
in  1791 9  and  which  constitution  had  made  the  King 
a  part  of  the  system  of  that  government,  informs 
them  of  the  glorious  victory  of  the  10th  of  August^ 
as  the  papers,  which  I  have  to  adduce  presently^  re*^ 
present  it ;  that  it  had  accomplished  finally  the  effect 
of  those  principles,  which  he  understands  to  be  the 
prindples  of  those  to  whom  he  was  writing ;  that  it 
is  impossible  they  should  consist  with  this  sentiment, 
that  a  King  could  be  retained  in  a  government ;  tluit 
4he  constitution  was  9t  variance  with  itself;    that 
those  who  made  it  had  not  discovered  that,  or,  hav- 
ing discovered  it,  they  thought  the  time  was  not  yet 
come,  when  they  could  reduce  the  constitution  to 
that  pure  government  which  was  the  object  of  these 
societies ;  he  then  tdls  you,  that  in  government,  the 
maxjm  being  that,  a  Khig  can  do-^no  wrongs  the 
maxio)  ought  to  be,  that  he  can  do  rio  good. 

This*  gentleman,  so  stating  his  doctrine  as  an  ex- 
plsnt^tion  of  the  principles  upon  which  they  Bfe  act^ 
ing,  is  voted  by  them  an  honorary  niember,  an4 
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afterwards  sent  to  Paris  with  the  papers,  which  I  siii 
aboat  to  read  to  yoo :  a  great  deal  of  evidetfice  m& 
be  laid  before  you,  to  prove  that  they  had  beat  up  all 
the  cbuntry  for  letters  and  addresses  to.eipr«sa  the 
same  principles  to  France,  not  on  aoeount  of  the 
cause  of  France,  but  of  the  cause  of  England,  and 
with  a  view  t6  introduce  the  same  effects  into  £ng* 
land.  I  shall  state  but  two  of  these  addresses^  be- 
cause they  seem  to  contain  the  ^ect  of  all  the  rest 
that  were  actually  sent. 

The  London  Corresponding  Society  first  of  aD 
communicated  to  the  Constitutional  Society,  in  the 
month  of  October  1792,  their  intention  of  sending 
ah  address  to  France;  the  Constitutional  Sodely 
fully  approve  the  purpose ;  they  see  the  ead  that  ^ 
aims  at,  and  they  determine  not  to  concur  in  the 
aame  address^  but  to  send  a  separate  address ;  and  in 
their  paper  you  may  see  the  principles  of  both  to  be 
principles,  which  were  expressed  for  the  very  purpose 
of  aiding  the  co-opemlion  of  the  societies  in  exchid* 
ing  the  King  from  the  government  of  the  ootsmtf^, 
«nd  of  raising  a  republic.    This  is  the  letter ) 

**  Frenchmen,  while  foreign  robbers  are  ravaging 
^  your  territories  under  the  specious  pretext  of  ja&> 
'  tice^  cruelty  and  desolation  leading  on  their  van^ 
^  perfidy  and  treachery  bringing  up  the  rear^  yet 
^  mercy  and  friendship  impudently  held  forth  to  th€i 
^  world  as  the  sole  motive  of  their  in<;drsions  s  the 
^  oppressed  part  of  mankind" — that  is,  Gre^  SritMi 
•T^"  forgetting  for  ^  while  their  owD  s^flferings^  fftH 
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^^"tnHy  for  )Pours,  and  with  an  anxious  eye  watch  the 
^^  levent,  fenrently  supplicating  the  Almighty  Raler 
^^  iof  the* Universe  tx>  be  favoorable  to  your  caase^  st> 
^^  ttltimately  blended  with  their  own^'-^that  cause 
Mphich  upon  the  itith  of  August  had  excluded  the 
King  from  the  government  of  the  country-^-'*  frown« 
^'  ed  upon  by  an  oppressive  system  of  control^  whose 
gradual  but  continued  encroachments  have  deprived 
this  nation  of  nearly  all  its  boasted  liberty,  and 
**  brought  OS  almost  to  that  abject  state  of  slavery, 
^^  from  which  you  have  so  emerged ;  >|ive  thousand 
^  British  ottiMns  indignant  manfully  step  forth  to 
^'  reacue  their  country  from  the  opprobrium  brought' 
^^  upon  it  by  the  supine  conduct  of  those  in  power ; 
^^-  tiiey  conceive  it  to  be  the  duty  of  Britons  to  coun- 
'^  teosmoe  and  assist,  to  the  utmost  of  their  power^ 
'^'the  champions  of  human  happiness,  and  to  swear 
^' to  a  nation,    proceeding  on  the  plan  you  have 
^'adopted,   an  inviolable  friendship.     Sacred  from 
^^•this  day  be  that  friendship  between  us,  and  may 
*'  vengeance,  to  the  utmost,  overtake  the  man  who 
^^  hereafter  shall  attempt  to  cause  a  rupture ! 

•*  Though  we  appear  so  few  at  present,  be  assured, 
^  Frenchmen,  th&t  our  nuihber  increases  daily ;  it  is 
*^  true,  that  the  stern  uplifted  arm  of  authority  it 
'^^  present  keeps  back  the  timid ;  that  busily  circulated 
''^  impostures  hourly  mislead  the  credulous ;  and  that 
**  court  intimacy  with  avowed  French  traitors  has 
'**  some  eflfect  on  the  unwary  and  on  the  ambitious ; 
•*  but  with  certainty  we  can  inform  yoo,  friends  and 
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'^  freencien^  that  information  makea  a  npid  progress 
^<  among  us ;  curiosity  has  taken  possession  of  the 
^^  public  mind ;  the  conjoint  reign  of  ignorance  and 
^^  despotism  passes  away  ;  men  now  ask  each  other^ 
'^  What  is  freedom  ?  what  are  our  rights  ?  French 
"men,  yon  are  already  .free,  and  Britons  are  pns- 
*^  paring  to  become  so ;  casting  far  from  us  the.  cri- 
'^  minal  prejudices  artfully  inculcated  by  eviUminded 
«^  men  and  wily  courtiers,  we,  instead  of  natural 
*^  enemies^  at  length  discover  in  Frenchmen  oor 
^^  £^w-citi2ens  of  the  world,  and  our  brethren  by 
^^  the  sacne  heavenly  Father,  who  created  us  for  the 
^'  puqx^se  of  loving  and  mutually  assisting  each  other, 
'^but  ix>t  to  hate,  and  to  be  ever  ready  to.  cut, each 
*^  other*s  throats  at  the  command  of  weak  and  am- 
'^  bitious  Kings,  and  corrupt  Ministers;  seduqg  our 
'^  refil  enemies,  we  find  them  in  our  bosoms,  we  feel 
'*  ourselves  inwardly  torn  by  and  ever  the  victim  of  a 
"  i^estless  and  all-consuming  aristoqrapy,  hitherto  the 
^  bane  of  every  nation  under  the  scm :  wisely  have 
^'  you  aqted  in  expelling  it  from  France. 

^^  Warm  as  pur  wishes  are  for  your,  success,  eager 
^'  as  we  are  to  behold  freedom  triumphant,  aftd  man 
/V  everywhere  restored  to  the  eqjoymwtof  bis  just 
;f*  rights,,  a  ^ense  of  our  duty,  as  orderly  citizens, 
^^  forbids  our  flying  in  arms  to  yoqr.  assistance :  our 
*'  Government  has  pledged  the  national  faith  to  remain 
/^  neutral  in.  a  struggle  of  liberty  against  despotism. 

.'^  BHtons  remain,  neutral! — O  shame  1  but  we  have 
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V  therefefe  must  obey :  our  bands  are  bound,  but 
"  our  hearts  are  free,  and  they  are  with  you. 

/^  Let  German  despots  act  as  they  please,  we  shall 
*'  rejoice  at  their  fall ;  compassionatii^  however  their 
^*  enslaved  subjects,  we  hope  this  tyranny  of  their 
^f  masters  will  prove  the  means  of  reinstating  in  the 

V  full  enjoyment  o^  their  rights  and  liberties  millions 
*^  of  our  fellow^-creatures. 

.  '^  With  unconcern  therefore  we  view  the  Elector 
"  of  Hanover" — that,  is,  the  King  of  Great  Britain — 
^^join  his  troops  to  traitors  and  robbers;  but  the 
*'  King  of  Great  Britain  will  do  well  to  remember, 
*^  that  this  country  is  not  H^uiover.  Should  he  for* 
*'  get  this  diatincttonj  we  will  not. 

"  WhilCvyou  enjoy  the  envied  glory  of  being  the 
^'  unaided  defenders  of  freedom,:  we  fondly  anticipate 
'^  in  idea  the  numerous  blessings  mankind  will  enjoy ; 
^/  if  you  succeed,  as  we  ardently  >  wish,  the  triple 
'^  alliance  (not  of  croums^  but)  of  the  people  of  Ame^ 
rica,  France,  and  Britain,  will  giv€  freedom  to 
^.  £urt>pe,  and  peace  to  the  whole  world.  Dear 
^^  friends,  you  combat  for  the  advantage  of  the 
^^  human  race ;  how  well  purchased  will  be,  though 
at  the  eipense  of  much  blood,  the  glorioua  an- 
pcecedented  privilege  of  saying, — ^Mankind  is  Ihee: 
tyrants  and  tyranny  are  no  more :  peace  reign&on 
^^  thee^rth,  ^nd  this  is  the  work  of  Frenchmen/* 

Gentlemen,  this  address,  which  was  sent  by  that 
Society,  was  followed  by  another  from  the  Society 
for  Constitutional  Information,  upon  the^th  of  No- 
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vOTHbef  i79^   whieb  seems  rlikewise  to-  stale 
principles* 

^^  Servants  of «  sovere^n  pec^le>  and  benefictors 
'*  of  «wi»kiodp^ 

*^  Wa  rejoice  that  your  revolution  has  arrived  at 
^  that  point  of  perfection  which  will  permit  us  to' 
*/  address  you  by  this  title'* — Servants  of  a  sovereign 
people^  that  is  not  the  character  of  a  British  govern- 
ment i  this  is  the  principle  of  the  Soutfawark  resolu- 
tions**-*^' it  is  the  071^  one  which  can  ecoofd  with  the' 
*^  character  of  true  legislators.  Every  successive 
^f  epodi  in  your  affairs  has  added  something  to  the 
*>  triomphs  of  liberty,  and  the  glorious  tdaoty  of  the 
'^  lOth  of  August  has  finally  prepared  the  way  for  a 
^  donsthutioni  which^  we  trusty  you  will  establish  on 
^^  the  basis  of  reason  and  nature.'*  Mr.  Bariow  bad 
in  effect  said  (and  they  had  made  him  an  honorary 
member^  and  had  transmitted  their  address  by  his 
hands),  that  no  constitution  could  reform  upon  the 
basis  of  reason  and  nature,  that  left  t  King  in  the 
govcarnment,  however  the  government  was  modified. 

They  proceed  thus  in  thdr  address-^^  Considering 
<^  the  ma^  of  delusion,  accamulated  on  mankind  to 
'^  cbscuie  their  understandti^,  you  earniot  be  asto* 
^^  nilhed  at  the  opposition,  that  you  have  met  both 
^^  frovxi  tyrants  and  from  slaves ;  the  instrument  used 
^'  against  you  by  each  of  these  classes  is  the  same ; 
^'  for,  in  the  genealogjrof  human  miseries,  ignorance 
*^  is  at  once  the  parent  of  oppression  and  the  child  of 
'^^  subn>i8Si|>n» 
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I  •*  The  events  of  every  day  are  proving,  that  yaar 
^^  cause  is  cherished  by  the  people  in  ail  yctur  otmth^ 
^^  neatoal  vidnky ;  thst  a  majority  of  tadb  of  those 
^^  nations  are  your  real  friends^  whose  gov^mflBfiotir 
^'  have  tutosed  them  into  apparmt  foes^;  and  that 
^  they  only  wait  to  be  delivered  by  your  aeons  fronr 
'^  the  dreadfiid  necessity  of /fighting  against  ^hdm.  " 
f*  The  condition  of  Englishmen  is  bsa  to  be  des*' 
^'  plored^  here  the  hand  of.  oppcessbn  liaa.not  yet 
f^  ventured  ^completely  to  mvisbthepeafroiaiis^  dor 
*^  openly  to  point  the  sword  at  you/' 

They  then  go  on  to  sisiy : — ^^  From  faolomg  bom- 
^^  ihg  with  ardour  in  your  cao8e>  we  teridar  you  oiir 
^^  wannest  mrishet  for  the  fuU  extent  of  Its  iprogr^y 
^  and  Success ;  >t  is  indeed  a  sacred  cause  ^  ibe  cherish' 
^^  it  aa  the  pledge  ofyout  bapfHnesB^  our  natural  and 
^  newest  friends^  and  we  rdy  upon  it  as  the  bond  of 
^  fraternal  union  to  the  human  raoe^  in  whiofo  nntbn 
^^  our  own  nation  wUl  surely  be  one  of  the-  ftpst  tor< 
'f  concur. 

^  Our  government  has  stiU  tine  power  and  perhiqiff 
*' the  inclinatioD  to  employ  hhrdings  to  cotstradiat 
^  us ; .  hat  it  is  onr  real  opinion,  that  *  we  now  wpiA 
^f  the  sentiments  of  a  great  msyovity  of  the  Eiigfish: 
<^  nation^  The  people  here  are  wearied  whbioipos- 
"  ture,  and  worn  out  with  war;  they  hlro  learned  to 
^^  refleet  that  both  the  oneand  the  other- are  the  off- 
^^  spring  of  unnatural  combinations  in  sodety,  as  re* 
'^  lative  to  systems  of  government,  not/  the  residt  of 
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^^  the  natural  temper  of  nations  as  relative  to.edch 
*^  others  happiness* 
'^'6o'an,v)egislators\y^  in  ithe  vrork  of  human,  bap^ 
piness;  dbe  benefit  will  in  part  beours^  but  the 
glody  shall  be  all  your  own ;  it  is  the  regard  !of 
your  .perseverance,  it  is  the  priae:  of*  virtue^  th^ 
sparks!  iof  liberty  prdserv^  in  England  for  ages/ 
**.Iike]  tfaep  cbriiscatiohs  of  the  Nbrihem  NAarora, 
*^  servingiitttto  show,  the  darkness  in;  .the 'isst. of 
^  Europe^v.  ^  The  lustre  -  of  the '  Amfsrioari .  cepnblic/ 
like  an  effulgent  mora^'  dut^se  withitsqcrdasing  yW 
godr,  hot' still  too  distant  to  enlighten;  our  hemi- 
sphere,  ;tiU  the  splendour,  of  the  Freitoh  rieirolution* 
^  burst  forth  upon  the  nations  in  the  fiiU  fervour  of 
a  meridian  sun,  and  displayed'"— attend  to :  tlie' 
ordfr-r«  in  >  the  midst  of  the  European;  work!  the' 
practical  result  of  pnificiples^    which  :  philosophy^ 
had  sbiight  in  the  shade  of  speccdatibn,  and  which* 
experience  must  every  where  confirm,"-^the prin- 
ciples of  Mr.  Paine,  who  went  over  to  form. one  in- 
that  Convention^  the  existence  of  which' shows  ^e 
practical  result  of  those  principles,  which^  {^faibsophy* 
had  sought,  and.whidi  experience  was  to  ooi^rm^— 
'^  it  dispels  the  clouds  <^  prejudice  from  iaHl  people, 
<'  reveals  the  secrets  of  all  despotism,  and  creates,  a 
"  new  character  in  man.   •  '  . 

**  In  this. career  of  improvement  your  example  will' 
*^  be  soon  followed ;  for  nations,  rising  from  their 
^^  .lethargy,  will  reclaim  the  rights  of  man  with  a^ 
^'  voice  which  man  cannot  resist.'* 
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Genttemen,  it  will  not  be  'matter  of  Burpriw .  la' 
you,  that  letters^  sudi  as  these  to  th6  National  Conv 
veatiou  in  Franoe>.  should  liave  produced  ^a^tnionis!  in 
that  country  respectiQ^  the  attachment  of  individtialr 
in  this .  to  their  f^verfiitient.    .It  is  not  theitifore  very 
ea^traordinary, .  tbat^   upon  the  igth  of  Novemh^*' 
}7Sf^9  that*  fiiniQiis  decree  passed. of' fratemiaation' 
withj^Upble^  in  all  countries,  miiox^faose  to  resists 
thi^goyer^meQts  vnder  which  they  Uve :  but  I. think 
yo^  :«vill  be  %u*prised  that  any  men  could' receiviilin' 
th.ia  country^and  nead  with  i|>pnihation|p:ind  enler 
nppn^fheii-  {^ocmditga  Ae  anaweirsk,  i8/{iieb  tliesead-' 
dreasea  br Q^ght  frgm  France/  and  whtcb  were  read' 
in  the.piK^Xice  of: the  Prisoner  ^ithe  bar^  without 
being  astonif^ed.  t^at  they  did  not  at  least  take  some 
means, to  rej^frosn  them  the.ioipatation  that  they 
meaiit».in  f^beir  ow!n  country,  air  that  these  answi^rtp 
suppose  they  m<3a^  and  all  that  these  answers .  pro^- 
mise  to  asfist  th^m  io  accompHihing*  * 

You.  will  find^  upon  the  l4th  of  December  1792» 
that^  a'  lettjsr  from  the  Society  of  the  Friends  of 
Liberty  and  Equality,  sitting  at  Laon,  the  he^d.of 
the  depfM'tment  of  the  Aisne^  to  the  patriotic  society 
of  Loodoui  called,  the  Society  for  Constitutional  In-^ 
formation^  is  read,  and  referred  to  their  Committee 
of  Correspondence :  it  is  in  these  words: — *^  The 
"  3pciety  of  the  Friends  of  Liberty  and  Equality 
^^  sitting  at  Laon,  the  head  of  the  department  of  the 
'^  Aisne^  to  the  Patriotic  Society  of  London,  called 
^^  the  Society  for  Constitutional  Information. --?Ge- 
^^  nerous  republicans,  the  philanthropic  gift  that  yo 


• 

<f  have  preseMal  to .  the  Wftrriw^  of  PrKn€e"'^-*-tbey 
bad  sieht  601116  sAidesy  and  wcf^  at  that  time  tfamkit^ 
of  giving-tbenisoiafiaannft*^*^  afitioaMe&  with  ^ncfrgy 
*^  the  great  interest  diat  yoa  tak^  in  the  sacred  cause 
^  which  they  are  dcifetidiRg.  Aeeept  the  thanks  ef 
^  a  Society,  that  d<)ei  bofiofir  to  iti^lf  in  esteeming 
^^yoo.  The  time' perhaps  is  liot  far  distant,  when 
^  the  soldfei9  of  :^r  Hk«rty  shall  be  able  tb  tt$\if^ 
^Mheir  gratitode  toc^ou:  then  t!bei!r  arms,  ytvAr 
^fUood  itself,  shall  ^;at  the  senriM  e€  ^1  your  M^ 
^  lQ«r-Jcitizeaa,  who,:like  you,  acknowledge  no  rights 
<^but  the  rights  4if  man ;  then  Franeis^  atid  £^)aMl 
^  shall  ibrnt  tdgetber  a  treaty  of  uiiibn  aslasiiiig  as 
"^^he  course  of  the  Seine  and  tHe^  Tltemi?^:;  tl^en 
^  d)ere,  ab  hei^,  there  shall  exist  lio  other  re%n  but 
^  that  of  liberty  i  q^^Aizy,  and  frteadshtp^  Maf  this 
^  day  of  felicRy  atid  glory  sdM  sbi»i  tipoh  thehori- 
'^  Mn  of  txm  natioris  formed  to  adMflreeaeh  Other.!*' 
Gentlemen,  they  then  enter  «^n  the  nitilcit6a  of 
the  Society  another  letter,  from  afiother  fratertitzing 
Society,— whether  one  of  those  Soetetles  which  they 
^peak  of  in  the  beginning  of  1702,  ii9  afiilieting  so-* 
deties  in  Francfe,  or  not,  I  do  not  know;— whether 
they  had  been  asststrng  to  reduce  their  princrptes  mto 
practice  I  do  not  know  ;  but  it  is  i^i-  that  the  aiH- 
hating  sodety  in  France  of&red  them  their  assistance 
for  that  pur^se.  Accordingly,  yon  w^I^  find  that 
the  Society  of  the  Frietids  of  Liberty  and  Equality, 
established  at  Macon,  write  to  the  Constitutional 
Society  at  London^  adverting  to  what  they  had  said 


io  tbcir  addmtt  ta  ikhe  nation  abolit  the  glorioos' vic-> 

'tofyt>f  Che  itnh-  August- 1793^  the  circamstandos  of 

which  shdl  be^  described  to  70a  in  evid^fice^  beo9|i6e 

fou  will  find  that  some  of  the  persons  who  are 

diarged  in  this  Indictment  (and  whose  conduct  ih 

this  conspiracy  wtH^  upon  die  clearest  principlefiof 

law,  afl[ect  all  of  them)  were  then  present  in  Farid. 

«They  write  thus*^*^  Yd/ citizens^  our  brethren;  and 

~<<  frimds^  the  1 0th  of  August  1792  shall  be  distin*- 

«*  guished^'-^wbat;  in  the  annals  of  France  ?—^V  drtf- 

' '*  tingttished  in  the  annals^  the  worlds  as  the  day 

:  ^*  of  the  triumph  'of  liberty.     Our '  first  revolution*' 

-<*7(Mr.  Joel  Barlow  or  Mr.  Paine,  one  should  have 

thought,  had  wrote  it)— ^^^  our  first  revolution  did 

^«  but  show  to  us  the  salutary  principles  of  theitn* 

;«<  p^escriptible  rights  nf  mdn:  all,  except  the  fi<ith- 

'^  less  and  the  enemies  of  humanity,  adopted  them 

'^Avkh  entbnsidsm.    It  was  then  that  we  formed 

'  ^^  oursdvw  into  a  Sodety ^  in  order  the  better  to 

^^  impve^  them  upon  ourselves,  and.  afterwards  to 

^  t^h  them^  to  our  felloiw-dtizens. 

.  "  Our  first  constitution  had  consecrated  them, 
^  but  1^  not  always  taken  them  for  its  base :  the 
dominion  of  the  passions,  the  force  of  habit,  the 
impression  of  prt^udioes,  and  the  power  of  the  in- 

'^  t^tgiies  em}doyed  in  our  Constituent  Assembly, 
^  found  the  secret  to  preserve  sufficient  authority  to 
^  **'  our  tyrants,  to  extinguish  at  some  time  the  sacred 

'^  lights  bf^  nature,  and  to  re-establish  de^tism  on 
i>*:it8  throne  of  iron. 
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^'  BiA  i^yaKjr>  fthiis  ptmatudAf  w«a  nok 
^^  with  the  irictory  seQorefi  to  it  b^  a  set  (^oifnii>  the 
^^  greateat  part  of  vham  it  had  fionniptdL  II  iraa 
^^  imptient  ta  reap,  the  fraita  that  it  apfimved  10 
.^f  promise  itadf ;  luttt  ita  too  grdat  J9agentaat  fasa 
^^  hastened  ita  rab^  and  aecured/  the  tfnanqih  of 
*^  reason. 

'^  The  French,  proud  of  thoir  own  ttUalMoe^  aooft 

'^^  perceived  the  ^t  of  their  frrat  legislature;  bo- 

*^  came  wosible  of  the  smperfecUooa  of  their  first 

^^  lawSf  sa\)r  that  they  made  a  auEnander  of  tho  rights 

^.^  of  Itherty  Aiid  oqiiality^  which  they  had  emhraoed!; 

^^  they  rodsed  ^emsehrea  aniiw  ta  demaod  at  Isqgth 

•^^  lanra  impartial  andiiQniaBeip 

-    f ^  fVbm  thence  the  nteessarf  day  of  the  ifillt  of 

•^August  479^  fn>m  tfaeiioe  a  apcoiid  ramhik^j 

f^  bat  a  revolution  .which  is  onfy.  the.  QoaapfetMM  of 

'^^  the  firsts  wbich  has  aeceived  our  resra  BtbA  our 

^^  oaths,  and  whiob  wo  mil  bkfts  for  ever»  if  ik  leads 

* 

^'  us,  as  we  hope  it  wiU>  to  the  happimoa  of  the 
^'  nation,  to  the  constant  maintenaiifle  ol  tibor^  Aiid 
^equality. 

'^  L^  intrtgaera^  fcols,  and  tyvaota^  oalaoMfiate 
^1  us ;  we  despise  them  too  aqds  to  condoioirtd  to 
^  answer  thenii  and  seel;  foe  ihjetr  ealeein« 

^i  That  which  fiattera  us  ia  the  iattrest  that,^ 

^f  take  in  our  labours:  ymff"  a^teiitbii  haa  toUtistotnl 

>^io  the  mxtesA  of'  oor  vaa&     We  de^o  .j^our 

^^^esteeiq,  we  are  proud  of  your  apprafaaijoiu 

^'  We  smile  at  the  expression  of  thai  senit&aieiita 
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^^  that  5^^  flidtiifested  to  oor  representadve^.  W^ ' 
^^  b0hdld  a  nafion  of  buethrerl  rouse  itself  to  support' 
'^  thetieidSe  df  bdmaaity ;  w^  behold  thd  hr^ve  £n^-' 
'^  lish  &d(^t  our  principles^  become  our  frterids:  we- 
^^  My  to  each  oth^f  with  pleasure^  Soon  will,  they  be- ' 
^^  exMM  Our  allies ;  and^  unititig  our  efforts^  we  abalt' 
**  g6  dtt  to  deliveiif'  the  tmverse  from  the  yoke  of* 
*•  tyratlt*,  -  lo  restore  the  ffatiotis  to  reason  and  na-* 
*^  torfe.  That  day  is  not  ht  difitant^  if  we  may  rely- 
**  Oh  <Mt  on^n  courage,  and  the  hope  of  your  alliance. 
'^  In  the  mean  time,  roedve  our  thanks^  and  corre-^' 
''  ^nd^ifh  brethren  who  set  a  high  talue  on  your' 

Ototleinen^  6n  the  17th  of  December  1792^  the 
Pc^CiIar  dnd  {Republican  Society  of  another  depart- 
rxMO:  dl  thef  Mouth  of  the  Rhone,  wrote  them  this' 
letter f  "The  Popular  and  Republican  Society  of 
*^  Apt,  department  df  the  Mouftha  of  the  Rhone,  to' 
''  the Tbpular  Society  fitting  at  London.  Live  free  or' 
*^  die.  -Cifi^en*,  •  brethren,  arid'  frieods,  when  two' 
gtHaM  nations,  acquainted  with  their  rights,  api-' 
prcbtitnated  by  th^i^-  commercial  cOfinexioAs  Atid- 
^^  their  naticn^)  sitciatioii,  formed  to  five  and  to  act' 
••  in  <36tcert  With  each  othei'^  begin  to  form  tile  glo-' 
••  i^loo^  project  of  uniting  themselves  £5r  the  regene-* 
*  ra*{ow  df  f  1^  human  raoe^  owe  may  then  say  with' 
**  reason  that  Kings  ai«e  ripe  and  ready  to  'fell-  How* 
^  gkwidtfs  Jt  Witt  be  fo*'  France  and  Etigland  to  have* 
^'  formed  alone  a  confederacy  desftructiye  of  tyiaiits,' 
^  add  i&  have  purchased  sit  the  price  pf  their  blood 
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*^  the  liberty  of  Europe;  we  may  say  more^  of 
"the  whole  universe!  Courage,  brethren  and 
"  friends !  It  is  for  yoii  to  follow  in  the  glorious  and 
^'  hazardous  career  of  the  revolution  of  the  world ; 
*^  can  you  any  longer  ^oan  under  the  yoke  of  a  go- 
"  vemment  that  has  nothing  of  liberty  but  the  name? 
^^  for,  although  your  land  was  inhabited  before  ours 
'^  by  freemen,  can  you,  without  delusion,  consider 
your  government  as  such  ?  Will  you  content 
yourselves  with  a  partial  freedom  ?  Will  the  Eng- 
<^  lish  be  satisfied  with  principles  ?  Will  that  bdd 
".  nation,  that  has  produced  philosophers  the  most 
*'  profpund,  and  that  first  of  all  perceived  the  spark* 
^^  ling  rays  of  freedom,  remain  a  spectatrix  in  so 
^f  noble  a  cause  ?  No,  brethren  and  friends,  no ; 
you  will  soon  lift  yodrselves  up  against  that  perfi* 
dious  Court  of  St.  James's,  whose  infernal  policy, 
^^  like  that  which  found  its  doom  in  the  Thuilleries, 
^^  has  made  so  many  victims  in  our  two  nations,  and 
*f  does  disunite  them  perpetually  to  rule  over  them. 
"  Your  love  for  liberty  has  filed  your  attention  upon 
'/  the  wants  of  oiir  defenders ;  your  generosity  to* 
*^  wanls  them  has  a  title  to  the  acknowledgment  of 
'*  the  republic  :  we  are  impatient  to  furnish  you  the 
^f  same  advantages :  the  Popular  Societies  of  France 
"  desire  ardently  the  epoch  that  shall  permit  (hem  to 
"  address  their  voice  to  the  Nation<nl  Assembly  of 
^  Great  Britain,  and  to  ofier  to  the  soldiers  of  liberty 
^  of  your  nation,  arms,  bayonets,  and  pikes/* 
This  is  the  private  correspondence  between  the  so« 
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ci^ties  ^od  the  Society  for  Oon^tatibnal  Ififonnii- 
tlon;  bQt-some  of^hepersond  named  in  this  Indict- 
ment were  present  tft  the  scenes  I  am  now  going  to 
staite^  at  the  bar  of  the  National  Conveiitibp  in 
France ;  others  of  them  delivering  these,  sentiments 
by  their  afl[iba88ador  Mr.  Barlow,  whose  piinciples 
youliiv^  seeiij  and  Mr.  Froait^  of  whom  I  must  state 
st^  because  I  shall  prove  it,  that  He  has  been  con- 
victed in  this  oGuntry  of  coming  from  that  country 
with^l^  doctrine  of  No  King.:  they  offer  these  ad- 
dresses; to  the  Nationsd  Convention  of  France,  in 
fec^lPK^  the  sdbstiahce  of  which  I  will  state  to  you,  as 
fiir  as  I  understand  it  tabe^  and  I  bdtete  it  is^  an  ac- 
eiirate  titmslation  • 

^^Mr>  Barlow  and  Mr.  Frost,  EngCdi  citteens^ 
^^  beteg  adfnttted  to  the  bar,  one  of  them  pronounced 
^^'the  foHowing  address.'^-'-Gentlemen,  the  actual 
6ct-of  his  pronouncing  it  will  be  given  in  evidence : 
&e  date  is  the  28th  x)(  November  17 92,  nine  days 
aft^  the  decree  of  the^  National  Convention,  which 
had  promised  fraternal  assistance  to  the  subjects  of 
any  ooimtryy  that  found  therasdv^  oppressed  by  any 
of  their  casts  and  privileged  orders.  /  '     . 

^*  Oitl^ns  of  France,  we  ^rb  deputed  from  the 
^^  Society  for  Constitptlonallnfortnatioii  in  Lon- 
^^  don,  to- preset  :|o  you  their:  congratulation^  on  the 
S^  triumphs  of  -liberty ..  This  Society  had  laboured 
^^  long  in  the  cause  .with  little  prospect  of  success 
'^  previous  to  the^  commencement  of  your  revolution; 
^^  ^cmceive  then  their  exultations  and  gratitude  when» 
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-4^  by  the  askoimhmg  ^flforts  of  your  a^Mcto^  ibiqr  k^ 
^*  held  the  raign  of  rmsQii  aoquiriiig  «ii  ^t^QMWi 
<^^  And  solidity  which  promifled  to  rewifd  th^  bboiir 
^^  of  all  good  toen,  by  fiecuring  the  ba|pn^0  of  their 
^^^  feUow-creatures.  Innumenible .  soeieticfi  of  ^i  ^flij* 
^^  |ar  natuve  ar«  now  formfaig  io'ewry.pArt  loif  £)og- 
^^  land^  Sootiandy  aod  Irelwd;  they  QXCtte  #  Iflmt  #f 
-^^  universal  inquiry  into  (he  fxmtpliGttfed  i^vmSA^  gO- 
\f^  verntnent^ and  theabBplenieaaaflifa^reforfil.!, Alter 
'  <^  the  example  whidi  Pranee  Jbasigiveili  the  9o)roM  /^f 
i^  revolutions  witt  be  modeilad  easf^  aftd  the  pmgfWft 
'^^  of  reason  will  be  mpid«  It  would  oM  be  fiftiwif^ifi 
^^  in  a  period  ^r  shait  of  what:  me  dMMiId:YeftUir9  tP 
^'  predict^  addresses  of  felicitation  ebDilM  .WOW  the 
.^<  seaato.a  Natwnai  Cmiveniiou  in  BmglaHdy^  W«are 
[^^  also  coiqinaabned  to  infbroi  tbe  Ganriniti!^  Ihet 
:^f  the  Society  which  we  riqaveacnt  iwii  atHt  to /the 
:^  soldiers  of  liberty  a  patriotio  donation  of  K  4h|EWi|M|d 
>^^  pair  of  $hQd3,  which  am  by  tlHt  tine  ^nv^:9t 
^^ Calais;  and  the  Society  willamtiMie  ^so^H^ji 
>f  thousand  pair  a  week  for  at  least  fit<  wi^»  jbo  ^^qmiq; 
^^  we  oidy  wi^to  know  tonl&hoto  QSfft  thfjr. iQNeht  tP 
"  be  addressed/*. 

*  Why^,  Oentl^meni,  am  {  to  be  toU  tbeeU  that>  in 
the  month  of  November  l^^oa^ihgse  yfhQi  i»  Au- 
gust 179^9  had  qaid  th^  eoid^  ^pply  with  HO  eSeet 
ito  Parlianieiit/had  no  idea  of  alioh  a  Nalkwl  Qon* 
vention  in  Bn^anfi,  as  that  .^fadoilal  CoiiYef|tiiQ4i  in 
.l^rance  which  they  wei«  dddneasing^  and  kom  mhvdi 
they  were  exp^ting  to  receive  aAdrcflate?    Am  I  to 


to  IM  tiUit  tbey  bill  to  idm  &f  sudle  o<>iiMiitiiib|, 
li»}«bQul(j  wQituro  Ihli  oontttttdfion  f>f:  ttm  ccmfatqr? 
it  18  tinpMsiUcl  to  {)ut  atel|  a  cottsfaruotiott  u^bn  such 
^roteeditigs^ .   .    .«   -        .-;  ;.    .      ;i    r.-^:.  .    ,> 

0«nttomM:j,  yiitbiwiirjikeVise  fied.thM  (he  PeeA- 
4mt  of  Ibe  C^i9tfiit|Qtf  (hofeight  it  jicfeeemry  tb  |;tte 
an  answer  to  this  addressi  I  wiU  etntfttbe^bstance 
Df  kyi:;it  will  h0  rmi  in  ^idenee  $  tib^refore  J  (iiall 
BOttdketip  time-m  Jodktbg for }t& '  The Firesidedt^ 
eo^aidbrifig  %h(lm  ad  geiui^oab  rdfmbiicaiis:.  ^fud  will 
lifi  in%ht  aftor  wbdt  bad  pmmd% .  makes  ran  addrtas 
to  ttoak^  .6&pre8Bii% .  milch  tbt  taiba  aeiiti^neiita  as 
"tiibsft  ih  whicb  they  faad.addrtesed  btip^  md  tben  he 
fiomlidet  by  c^ing-^'^  Without  dotibt  the  tiBna  tfaU 
^^  t>iro9ci»i  vthed  aoe  ishaU  sqdd  iriahd  ocpiigrBtidatidnB 
'^MofA«  iASi^A)]ior.<»(>ntfbElrm 

Gfentlfm^jyota  trill  lifeewtsefind  th^ttbeLmohih 
.Corrrtpoodbi^  Sdbfety*  :<ild  Ibe  CksfttiftvitiAMid  Sb- 
afaly^  enddlKi^ottfed  to  excite  pfersons  in  all  pirtB  of  tHIs 
bingnkfem  t0  send  thtae  jsddnes^es  s  tizM^iin  pointbf 
JBttl^  thereivci  vaiJDiiii:.oth6f  addfe9S6kstot^  oSsfiii^ 
Jsr  import^  .M  ihfe  iirtig^aticm  of-  thiise^odiaties^  iafxl 
,tbe  inteiM  df  tbei^  !I  tbit)k>  Oalinotif^sibly  be  imt* 
-widefsffeod ;  bal  tabe  4hA  in  tei^  of ^  thasv  ta  bo  whdt 
ydo  Willi  btiiny'  Lcarmd  FrieAd  td)  you^  iis  he  wifl^ 
ttbat  ttiite'  as  yet  %a9  alo  issar  lobtlreani  Bmat  Britaih 
bn^/iffrkioe^  yDft.tfittjdIaiWiiiia  td^df  ih^t  there  is 
6vidaM9a.tif  a  (bstidct-intanfrtfaht^thereiifaoiild  b^a 
ltitkmik£cfa!Hmtm^^  add  tbft  t  tiie JVeiidi 

soldiers  of  Iibdf;t|  ibimfalHtfbislinftaat^itbej^  wouid  call 
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J;he  toldiefs  of  bur  liberty » whether  there  should  be  t 
irar  between-  Great  Britain  and  France^  <»r  not ;  and 
you  will  allow  nie  to  say^  that^  in  that  very  month 
of  November  I7&29  a  passage  occurs,  in  wfaicli 
France  does  in  eftect  dedare  war  agunst  all  natibns 
that  did  not  adopt  her  principlesj  and  aUow  the  peopte 
to  put  them  into  exeeution. 

In  a  conspiracy,  as  widely  extended  as  this  is,  I 
shall  undoubledly  insist,  before  you  and  the  Court, 
that  the  acts  of  indiriduals,  and  particularly  the:  acts 
of  persons  $^t  to  present  addresses  to  a  foreigh 
eonntry,  thid;  what  they  do  in  reforenoe  to  these  adk 
is  evidence  against  all  of  them;  and  likewise  that 
liters,  which  the  persons  write  relative  to  the  same 
addresses,  are*  evidence  against  eadi  of  them,  whe« 
iher  written  by  the  particular  individual  or  no,  ate 
being  in  the  prosecution  of  the  same  purpose.  Upon 
the  20th  of  September  1 79H9  Mr<r  Frost,  who  was 
then  at  Pfris,  states  his  notions  in  a  letter,  tp  Mr. 
Tooke,  of  this  real  effect  of  this  transaction  of 
the  10th  of  August  1792>  about  whidt  time  Mr. 
iFaine  made  his  first  appearance  in  the  Natioi»|l.Coi»* 
vention — f  ^  Without  the  afiair  df  the  10th  of  August, 
^^  liberty  was  over-^We  dine  to*day  witii  Petion-^ 
.'^  Paine  has  entered  his  name  on  the  rott  of  Rn-Iia* 
^*  ment,  and  went  through  the  Ibrms  of  office  with 
.  ^'  a  gneat  deal  of  nonchalanoe-^We  are  well  Ibdged, 
;.^^  and  beside  oizr  bed-i^roomis,  have  an  entertaining 
'*'  room  for  members  to  be  •  jshown  into^  aiid  aeveral 
'^  hav^ called npon  us  tln8.niQrmng.V    .  .    u.     .^ 


:  leBB  ^^HAi;  or  tromas  babst.         317 

'Then  you  wiU  find,  that  there  being  a.prqject  to 
send  sheer  to  the  soMiers  of  Fmice,  and  arms  and 
thuskets^'  with  respect  to  which  project  the  Prisoner 
was  a  cohtiibdtor-^for  the  porpoise  of  having  this 
present  from  England  to  France  properly  distiftbUted 
in  France,  thei  foliowing.  letter  is  wrUten  to  the  mi^'Or 
of  Paris:  . ,       '  .        *  . 

*f  Sisfj  you  are  in  no  want  of  friejids  in  £ng^nd^ 
**  who  ardently  wish 'to  be  U^efol  to  ;French*  liiberty;  * 
>f  bnt  we  wish  to  know  some  ofie  of  yoat  fri<dnds 
>^  who  resides^ in 'London,  in  whom  jouvhavean  enV 
*^  -tire  confidence,  and  to. whom  we  ihay . give  Oar 
^^  mon^)  in  the  assurance  that  it  will  be  t^uaittisA 
^^  to  you  without:  delay  and  without  fraud.  .  ^d^« 
^^  Frost,  to  whom  I  intrust  this  letter,  is  going  to 
'^  set  out  immediately  with  Mr.  Paine  for  Paris,  and 
^*  allows  me  no  time  for  ceremony,  if  it  were  necesp 
'^  sary.  I  nequest  you  to  send  ihe  the  name  of  spitie 
*^  Frenchman  in  London,  merebaivt^  of  other,  for 

the  purpose  above  mentioned.    We  can  hqw  begin 

the.  public  contribution  towards  our  patriotic  gift 

^^ .  wijth.  a  thousand  pounds  sterling,  and  I  hav.e  np 

,**  doubt  but  it  will  amount  in  time  to  several  thou- 

^^  sands ;  if  you  consider  this  step  in  the  same  point 

**  of  view  that  we  do,  you  will  see  in  it  much  use  to 

^^  the  common  coftfein  Englarid  and  France.  .  I  en^ 

.'^^  treat,  you  to  give  me  your  sentiments  upon  the 

^*  subject^  and  to  point  out  to  me  the  sneans  by 

•<'  which  I  may  be  useful  to  you.** 

This,  is  answered,  upon  the  1st  of  October,  by 
Petiouj  thus—*'  You  cannot^  Sir^  doubt  of  mj 
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^  ttgerness  tosecondVitarB sd  osefill^  wfaioh  tvill  for 
^^  tvor  .merit  par  grfttitudey  will  livet  the  links  of 
^*  Cn^tnity  between  ui^,  aod  nraat  produce    the 
^^  greatest  i  advantages  to  Englond  4md  France*    I 
*^  ihaH  have  the  honour^  Sir^  of  sfenditig  you^  witbf* 
^'  jDcit  delay,  the  naoi&of  the  person  in  ^lioae  hande 
you  may  place  the  funds  which  you  destine  t6  the 
suppdrt  df  a  cause  Which^  in  tnithy  is  that  of  all 
'  ^^.  pebpU  trho  ch^rislt  liberty 4?' 

Getidemjeri,  it  may.  be  in  the  recdieetion  of  pef* 

liaps<  fno6t>  Kvha  noW  heftr.me^  thdt  cicobinstanees  of 

thissort/ which  were  supposed  to  be  hi  eaistenoi^ 

liot  whkh^  in  fact,  were  not  eepaUci  ciheittg  proved 

to  he  ifi  eatistence^  had  excittd  id  tbid  country  doft- 

siderablt  ijarm  in  the  minds  of  maiiy  pdrstma  who 

live  in  lt«-^TbfS  alaroiy  It  seems  to  have  teen  thought 

^edescary,  both  in  the  Constitutional  fiociety,  and 

'aho  in  thtf  London  Corresponding  Society,  in  sotM 

4«gi'ee  to  lay  asleep,  as  fsr  as  it  affected  them ;  they 

thought  it  neeessary^  tbek'efore^  to  give  some  docb- 

tMioti^ais  they  calf  it,  of  their  principles^  and  I  vriU 

state  td  yoa  shortly  what  that  wad«H4inat  like  eipkntf* 

-iioni  which  th€i  London  Corresponding  Society  ^^6, 

•was  thought  so  Kttte  safe,  though  it  was  ^ven  for  the 

purpose  of  layii^  asleep  alarms,  tlhat  itwilt.be  distinccfy 

-proved  to  yo«>-^that  beipg  written,  as  I  am  instt ticted 

liystat^ioyoa^iibd  1  do  ^it  because  lam  instructed^  and 

'it  is  myriluty),  iicing  writteii  by  Mt.  Vaughari,  it  was 

agreed  to  be  stuck' up  round  the  tairn  at  ihidni^t-^*- 

that  acoordingly'a- perk)n  jof  ttie  ziaiaeof  Carter,  a 


bill-sticker,  w«b  ejDplgyed  (»jr:^at  purpose  ;T--th»t 
spme  iDistake  happened  beivreen  him  and  -hi«<«Qi- 
ployen^;— that  having  made  that  roUtake,  hewM,«ot 
thought  ^  proper  peraoa  to  be  eroployQd  iu  consl^l^- 
^abl^  busings  ..in.  the  Society  afterwards :  this  pfrspn 
was  taXen  v^p.  in  the  act  of  stickio^  the  bijlte  round 
this  town,  which  cpntains  thi«  ^jldress — he  was  pro- 
.seQuted— he  was  ponvicted — ^and.Iay  six.mpntba  it%M 
^apl  in  conse(}p^nce  of  that  conviction ;  aad  thia  v9» 
Uie  fate  that  attended  the  issuing  into  the  wofl^  nfi 
.address^  which,  was  to  appear  qot  originaUy ,  ky  (iajy- 

lights  but  by  midnight.  .... 

.  With  re^peft  to  the  address  of  the  Coijstitptional 

Socaety»  I  think  I  shall  not  be  thought  to  make  mi 

wniair  observation  ypon  it  when  I  say  this — that  if  I 

had  not  read  tp  you  what  I  have  already  r^d^  yw 

.  would  have  found  it  impossible  to  say  what  it  W9r» 

upon  reading  that  paper^  th^t  they  me^nt  to,s^» 

.who  publi^be^it;;  Jjjut  after  what  I  have  read  tp  yay, 

1  think  you  ci^ii.h^ve  no* difficulty  to  <ietermine,. that 

thepap^r  they  published^  and  the  paper  of  the  Cor* 

rf|sponding  Society,  were  by  no  means  such  as  wei:e 

.calculajted  in  aiiy  manner  to  disavow  those  principles, 

which  I  think  I  have  sliown  yop  satisfactorily,  from 

.Maroh  1792^  were  the  principles  they  acted  upon 

:afid  adopted. 

Gentlemen,  the  address  of  the  London  Corre- 
sponding  Society  is  in  these  words  t*^'*  Friends  and 
feUow*countryroen,  unless  we  are  greatly  deceiyedj^ 
the  time  is  approaching  when  the  object  fov  which 
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*^  we  struggle  is  likely  to  come  within  our  reacli» 
^^  That  a  nation,  like  Britons,  should  be  free,  it  is  re- 
'**^  quisite  only  that  Britons  should  will  it,  to  become 
**  so**— that  is  a  passage  borrowed  from  Mr.  Paine— 
[^^  that  such  should  be  their  will— the  abuses  of  our 
^'  original  constitution,  and  the  alarms  of  our  aristo- 
*^  cratib  enemies,  sufficiently  witness :  confident  in 
'•'the  purity  of  our  motives,  and  in  the  just  ice  of  our 
^^  catise,  let  us  meet  falsehood  with  proofs,  and  h)»^ 
**  |>ocrisy  with  plainness ;  lei  us  persevere  in  declaf- 

*  *^  ing  our  principles,  and  misrepresentation  will  meet 
**  its  due  reward-contempt. 

•'In  this  view  the  artifices  of  a  late  aristocratic 
^  association,  formed  on  the  20th  instant,  call  for  a 

*  ••'  few  remarks  oil  account  of  the  declarations  th^ 
^^  have  published,  relative  to  other  cTubs  and  societies 
*•*  formed  in  this  nation.  It  is  true  that  this  meeting 

*  **  of  gentlenfien  (for  so  they  style  themselves)  havfe 
^  mentioned  no  tiames,  instanced  no  facts,  quotecl 
**  no  authorities*'-^it  was  a  little  difficult  to  do  it, 

*  unless  they  had  the  means  of  seeing  all  the  oorr^« 
'  spondences  at  home  and  abroad— -''  but  they  take 
' "  upon  themselves  to   assert  that  bodies  of  their 

•*  countrymen  have  been  associated,  professing  opi- 

**  riions  favourable  to  the  rights  of  man,  to  liberty 

"  and  equality*' — mark    these   expressions—^*  and 

*  •*  moreover  that  these  opinions  are  conveyed  in  the 
*'  terms,  no  King^  no  ParliainentJ** 

Gentlemen,  what  I  have  been  end[eavouring  to 
state  to  you  is  this^  that  it  is  necessarily  to  be  in-^ 
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ferred  from  th^ir  principfea  th^^  th^j  did  m^a  to 
assert,  when  they  were  ripe  for  it,   no  Kmg^  no  > 
P<irUameni  ^  itis  npt  my  imputation-F-^I  dp  not  l^javity . 
vij^ose  it  was,  to  which  this  alludes^  that  thef  did 
exprejss  their  c^iqion  in  the  Igngiu^,  no  Kiugi  w , 
Parliament  i  but  I  say  that  they  expressed  their  opi* . 
nions  in  language,  which,  when  accurately  looked  at, , 
as  forcibly  in^)ort  the  ideas,  as  if  they  had  used  the 
words  no  King^  no  Parliameni'--^^'  if  this  be  intetyied  . 
*'  to  indttde  the  societies  to  which  we  respectively  be« 
'^  long,  we  here,  in  the  mostsolemn  naaimer,  deny  the  - 
"  latter  part  of  the  charge"— What  is  the  latter  fart 
of  the  charge  ?  ih^t,  they  do.  not  mean  tojiave  a  King  ^ 
or  Parliament  ?     No-42ut  t^at  the  opinions  are  con« , 
veyed  in  the  ie/rmSy  no  King,  no  Par/ittctfnf— ^"  Who^ 
ever  shall  attribute  to  us  the  ^s&pressions  of  no , 
Kingy  no  Parliament,  or  any  design  of  invq/diiig 
the  property  of  other  m^n,  is  guilty  of  a  wilful,  an  . 
impudent,  and  a  malicious  .falsehood**-«and  theii. 
this  paper  stating  a  great  deal  more^  v^hich,  injustice 
tp  the  paper  itself^  shall  be  read  to  you,  concludes . 
thus — ''  Let  us  wait  and  watch  the  ensuing  session 
^'  of  Parliament,  from  whom  we  have  much  to  hope  ^ 
and  little  to  fear.    The  House  of  Commons  nuiy 
1  have  been  the  source  of  our  calamity,  it  may  prove . 
^'  that  of  our  deliverance ;  should  it  not,  we  trust 
^,  we  shall  not  prove  unworthy  of  our  forefathers, 
'^  whose  exertions  in  the  cause  of  mankind  so  well 
*1. deserve  our  itaitation." 
.  Now,  Q^lemen^  I  ask^  aftdr  concluding  tlvls 
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letter,  what  thi»  memis^'f  if  Fkrliattk>t)t  Ahbuld not' 
<'  do  it"UkIf  we  «re  rea^y  to  adtnit  that  Barllatnent  i» 
formed  trpon  pHiicipIes  that  make  it  competent  to  do 
the  thing,  tfit*  please  to  doit,  it  is  aft  well ;  but  if  it ' 
woti't-^theh  we  will  not  proVe  imworthy  of  our  forefii- ' 
thcrs^  whose  exertioils  in  the  cstnte  oJ  ri!*nk1tld  #6  welt  • 
deserve  oar  imitation— and  referring  you  bdck  to  the  • 
correspondence  between  the  Norwich  andf  the  Lon-  ♦ 
don  Corresponding  Sociiety,  to  the  declaration  of  the 
6th  of  Angust  1792,  which  said  they  bad  nothing  io ' 
look  for  from  Rir!iament>— to   the  correspondence  * 
with  the  National  Goni^ention  of  Prance-*-fo  the* 
copduct,  which,  in  the  presence  of  their  delegates, ' 
Was  permitted— and  never '  repndfeted  by  any  act  of 
the  London  CorrespondSng  Society ;  and  referring ' 
you, '  mdredver,  to  the  sabsequent  evidence,  which  * 
I  have  to  offfer  to  you ;  I  think  you  wit!  find  that  the ' 
aentiment,  which  is  expressed  by  the  author  of  tbi^' 
paper,  upon  the  igih  of  November   179^2,  was  a' 
sentiment  which,  if  followed  up  by  those  who  con-  * 
tinae  to  hold  it,  meant  -that,  if  Pa-Iiament  did  not 
give  them  redress,  they  wbaM  have  it  by  their  own: 
force.      • 

With  respect  to  the  Constitutional  Sbdety,  all  it ' 
thinks  proper  to  say  upon  the  subject  is  this :—  * 
^*  That  the  olgect  of  this  Society,  from  its  first  in-* 
*•  stitutrort  to  the  present  moment  of  alarm,  has' 
♦^  uniformly  been  to  promote  the  welfam  of  thd' 
**  people"—^!  beg  your  attention  to  these  woi'da— ^' 
••  ms  uniformly  been  to  prdmotc  the  welfiire  of  the 
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^  |)eople  bjr.  all.  eonstiUitidiial  rh<!»s.''«-*i^NoW  if  I 
i«rf  to  stop  bore^  with  a  yitwio  ahow  you  .what  fon 
dm  to  onderataii^  fajr  the  wtml^^r-^^' aU  OQnaUtotkwal 
^^  meana'^^-'Hare  the  means  I  have  been  sta^ng  CQn-< 
ifeitutioiial  meaiia)  'Will  it  make  die  iDoaw  more 
constitutional  than  they  reaDy  are,  because  they 
choose  to  call  theih  ao  }^^^^  And  to  expose  id  their 
^^  true  light  the  abuses  which  have  imperceptibly 
^*  crept  m>  and  at  kat  grown  to  such  a  height^  as 
*^  to  raise  the  most  seiious  apprdienaions  in  everyt 
^  true  frta^d  of  the  constittttioo* 

"  Resolved^  2dlyi-^That  this  Society  disdaitoft  tfio 
^  idea  of  wishing  to  effect  a  doange  in  the  present 

V  System  of  things  by  violence  and  pubUc  otxmnOt 
'^  tijQii,  but  that:  it  trusts  ta  the  good  ienstf  of  the 
*^  peoplef'-^Yoo  will  find^  before  I  have  donc^  that^ 
in  April  1793|  it  eould  not  trest  to  the  goodstiiuie 
of  the  peoplio^^^  when  they  shall  be  fully  lightened 
^  on  the  subject  to  procure^  without  disturbibg  the 
'^  publio  tranquillity^  an  effiK^feual  snd  permanent  ro^ 

'^  Resolvod^  adly-^Thati  the:  intentions  of  this  aiid 
^  waibit  societies  have  of  late  been  grossly  cabim- 
^  niated  by  those  who  are  interested  to*  perpetuate 

V  abnses,  and  their  ageuta,  who  have  been  iodoa- 
*^  ttioiis  to  represent  the  membera  of  such  sQciet»9» 
^^  as  men  (^  daogeroiu  principles^  wiahing  to  destroy 
'^  all  social  order,  disturb  (he  state  of  property,  arid 
^  intrcKluce  anarchy  and  cnn&sioa  inslead  ofreguty 
^^  government. 
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*^  Resolved^  4thIy-^Ttiaty  in  ordtr-  to  oounterftdt 
**  the  operation  of  such  gross  aspersiom,  and  to  pre- 
^^  vent  them  from  checking  the  process  of  liberal 
V  inquiry,  it  is  at  this  time  peculiarly  expedient  that 
*^  this  and  similar  societies  should  pobliely  assert  the 
•*  rectitude  of  their  prindples*  - .  * 

<^  Re8olved^*«That  the  said  resolutions  be  adopted^ 
^*  in  order  for  printing  in  the  newspapers/* 

Now  I  desire  any  person  to  read  that  paper  through 
again,  and  then.  Gentlemen  of  the  Jury,  if  it  is  re- 
Ifed  upon,  be  so  good  as  to  ask  yourselves  what  is 
Ihe  definite  meaning  in  any  one  passage  in  it. 
•  About  the  same  time  there  is  an  address  from  the 
Manchester  Society,  dated  the  14th  of  December 
17Q2,  which  appears  to  have  been  read  in  the  .Con- 
stitutional Society,  in  the  presence  of  the  Prisoner,., 
and  which  address  has  some  very  particular  cir*« 
cumstaoces  about  it,  Tor  you  will  find  that  there  was 
a  resolution  upon  the  14th  of  December  1792,  in 
these  words*-^'^  Read  a  printed  address  from  Man- 
>'  Chester — Resolved,  that  the  said  address  be  ap- 
<<  proved  for  publishing  in  the  newspapers/* 

It  appears  by  a  paper,  which  I  shall  produce  to 
you,  that .  the  words  'Read  a  printed  address  from 
Monckestet^  are  in  the  hand-writing  of  Mr.  Tooke  f 
that  the  address  itself  is  in  the  hand- writing  of  Mr. 
Tooke ;  whether  it  was  a  copy  of  any  address  at  Man- 
chester or  not,  I  do  not  know :  this  address  appears 
afterwards  to  be  in  priut ;  it  is  sent  for  publication ;  and 
with  a  view  to  show  to  the  public  what  extent  the 
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disffibution  of  libels  has  arisen  to  in  the  progress  of 
n  treasonable  purpose  in  London,  this  address  was 
ordered  to  be  printed,  and  that  a  hundred  thousand 
copies  of  it  should  be  distributed  to  their  cprrespond-* 
ehts  in  Great  Britain  and  tre)and.-^The  report  that 
was  made  upon  it  was,  that  it  had  been  offered  to 
the  Morning  Chronicle  and  Morning  Post,  anrf  that 
the  paper  itself,  though  drawn  by  a  masterly  hand^ 
was  such,  that  they  durst  not  venture  to  print  it-— J 
believe  it  was  however  printed  in  London.  Yoii 
wiH  occasionally  see  papers  printed  in  the  country,  al 
Manchester,  if  London  will  not  do  it;  bi*  if  the  law 
of  England  has  reached  as  far  as  this  side  of  tbb 
Tweed,  so  as  to  check  the  publication  of  a  libel,  then 
it  1$  carried  over  the  Tweed,  in  order  to  be  published 
in  Scotland,  where  it  might  be  more  safely  done. 

Now  in  this  paper^  which  bears  date  upon  the  l>i.th 
of  Efecember  1792,  and  recollecting,  as  I  hope  you 
will  do,  what  I  have  already  stated  to  you  of  thfe 
principles  of  those  whb  were  concerned  in  this 
ti^ansaction,  as  these  principles  had  been  manifested 
in  all  the  other  transactions  I  have  stated  to  you,  yoti 
will  find  there  is  this  passage :  he  says — *^  To  gull 
*'  the  poor  with  the  insolent  falsehood,  that  the  law? 
*•  are  the  same  for  the  poor  as  the  rich,  or  with  idte 
''  panegyrics  on  a  rotten  constitution,  which  you 
"  have  not  examined,  and  of  which  you  feel  not  the 
**  bendit— The  real  friends  of  the  people  hear  with 
*'  pity  and  bear  with  patience  the  hourly  calumnies 
'^  to  which  they  are  exposed  ;  they  entertain,  how- 
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*^  ever,  no  personal  enmities,  no  aversion,  but  to 
♦^  the  enemies  of  the  people,  and  no  direspect  to  die 
''  constitution,  but  where  it  is  hostile  to  the  rights 
"  of  the  people/* 

Now,  why  it  is  said  to  be  hostile  to  the  rights  of 
the  people,  I  think,  can  be  pretty  well  understood, 
after  what  I  have  stated  to  you  about  these  commu- 
nications with  France ;  but  it  need  not  be  left  there, 
for  you  will  find  that  this  is  more  distinctly  stated 
in  the  draught  of  an  answer  to  a  letter,  which  was 
likewise  read  and  entered  among  the  minutes  of  this 
Society  upon  the  26th  of  October  1792:  the  draught 
of  the  answer  seems  to  have  been  prepared  on  the 
2d  November  17 Q2  ;  it  was  to  be  sent  to  the  editors 
of  the  Patriot.  The  editors  of  the  Patriot  were  per- 
sons who  were  living  at  Shi^eld  ;  and  it  will  appear 
by  the  papers,  the  substance  of  which  I  have  not  really 
bodily  strength  enough  to  state  to  you,  were  affiliated 
at  the  same  time  with  the  London  Corresponding 
Society,  and  also  with  the  Constitutional  Societjy,  in 
the  propagation  of  their  principles,  and  this  in  an 
e!Ktent,  which  no  language  can  do  justice  to,  which 
it  is  impossible  to  describe  to  you  without  reading  a 
,  particular  letter,  in  which  they  themselves  state  their 
mode  of  proceeding,  and  which,  for  the  purpose  of 
informing  you  in  this  respect,  shall  be  presently  read 
to  you  :  to  one  of  them  the  following  is  an  answer, 
and  I  beg  your  attention  to  it,  of  the  2d  of  Novem- 
ber 1792. 

*^  We  rejoice  with  you  in  the  increase  of  thd 
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*^  members  of  the  societies  of  freedom  ;  our  bosoms 
glow  with  the  sentiments — we  are  brothers  in  af- 
fection with  you,  and  with  the  freemen  of  Stock- 
port**— (who  wrote  that  letter  which  I  before  ob- 
served  upon,  which  states  that  nothing  can  do  but 
a  convention,  and  that  their  object  is  a  governnfient 
immediately  constituted  by  the  people ;  that  that 
cannot  be  white  the  Crown  or  the  Lords,  as  you 
choose  to  construe  the  letter,  retain  their  authority) 
— They  add — "  Freedom,  though  an  infant,  makes 
*^  Herculean  efforts*' — ^Now  they  meant  nothing  in 
the  world  lo  the  prgudice  of  the  monarchy,  they 
meant  nothing  in  the  world  but  a  full  representation 
of  the  people 'in  a  Parliament  co-existing  with  King 
and  Lords.  They  add—"  The  vipers,  aristocracy,** 
that  is,  persons  who  have  got  coats  upon  their  backs 
— •"  and  monarchy'*— we  have  it  yet  in  England, 
Gentlemen—"  are  panting  and  writhing  under  its 
"  grasp  :  may  success,  peace,  and  happiness,  attjend 
"  those  efforts  !**— That  letter,  so  prepared,  will  be 
produced  to  you,  with  the  corrections  of  Mr.  Home 
Tooke,  in  his  own  hand. 

Gentlemen,  I  have  now  gone  through,  as  well  as 
I  am  able,  and  I  hope  you  will  keep  in  view  the  case 
I  have  stated,  the  principles  and  practices  of  these 
societies,  with  all  their  afKliaiions.  I  ought  to  men- 
tion to  you,  that  you  will  find  in  the  evidence,  as  it 
is  laid  before  you,  most  uncommon  industry  in  pick- 
ing up  fresh  connexions.  If  a  paper  appeared  in  the 
pountry,  statijig  that  a  society  of  any  sort  was  formed^ 
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you  wiil  find .  kninedtate  industry  to  connect  tbem, 
and  affiliate  th^m  with  (he  London  Corre^ondhig' 
and  Constitutional  Societies^  If  these  societies  prb- 
fessed — as,  for  instance,  the  Stockport  Soeiety  pra- 
fessed— that  they  wodld  have  nothing  but  a  govern- 
ment constituted  immediately  by  themselves,  they 
contrive  .  to  give  an  answer*  satisfactory  to  them.* 
If  the  societies  professed  attachment  to  the  mo-^ 
narch,  and  desired  explanation  whether  they  meant 
Mr.  Pitt's  plan,  which  Mr*  Paine  laughs  at— or 
whether  they  meant  the  Duke  of  Richmond's  plan*-^ 
or  whether  they  meant,  as  a  lett^,  you  will  hear  by 
and  by,  says,  to  rip  op  monarchy  by  the  roots,  yott 
will  find  they  satisfied  them  all  sufficiently  to  enlist 
them  all  for  that  .purpose,  which  from  thehr  own 
transactions,.'  I  state  to  be  neither  more  nor  less, 
than  to  do,  what  Mr.  Paine-  <Iid  in  hia  book,  4e- 
combine  the  principles,  which  they  stated^  wheh  tOe 
limes  were  ripe  for  it^  with  the  practices  which  weref 
correspondent  with  those  principles- ; .  to  apply  those 
principlesji  which  were  alike  the '  principles  of  these 
societies  and  of  the  French  cotistituticm  of  ifgi^ 
and  which  Mr.  Paine,  Mr.  Barlow,  and  those  ad- 
dressers to  the  Gofitention,.  reeetving  such  aJtDSweri 
from  the  Convention  in  I79^i  declared  had  produced 
a  constitution  irl  France  upon  the  loth  of  Aitguet 
17  9^ f  to  apply  them  not  to  form  that,  which  m  its 
nature  is  an  absurdity,  a  royal  democracy,  but  thai 
which  upon  prrnciple  is  consistent^  thoiigb  tt  is  a 
iVretcb^d  bad  ^oYernmenf,  u  repfesentatkfe.gM&n* 
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mfffU^  ito  be  exchanged  here  in  lieu  oT  our  Kmited 
monarchy^  in  lieu  of  our  gov^mment,  under  which 
I  istete  H«  fwith  a  d^nce  to  the  world  to  teU  me  that 
I  do  not  ^alte  it  truly,  that  a  people  never  did  enjoys 
iiiQce  the  providence  of  >God  made  us  a  people  (you 
may  talk  about  theories  is  you  please),  that  they 
oever  did  enjoy,  for  so  long  a  time  together,  such  a 
quantum  of  actual  private  happiness  and  private  pro* 
sperity,  public  happiness  and  public  prosperity,  under 
auy  constitution,  as  we  have  enjoyed  under  the  con<» 
etitutiofi,  to  the  destruction  or  the  support  of  which 
it  is  for  you  to  judge  whether  such  means,'  as  I  hav6 
been  ^tatitig  to  you,  were  designed  to  be  employed. 

The  next  thing  that  was  to  be  done,  was  to  go  on 
in  strengthening  themselves  by  affiliation  ;  and  you 
will  find  accordingly  that  they  have  connexions  at 
Norwich,  Sheffield,  Leeds,  and  other  places :  in- 
deed, there  was  hardly  a  county,  in  which  Ih^y  had 
not  affiliated  societies,  and,  if  you  believe  them,  to 
great  numbers. 

The  next  step  they  took  was,  not  that  they  should 
have  it  accoinplished-^-^their  principles  would  not  let 
them  accomplish  iJtr-^but  it  was  for  the  purpose  of  at- 
tochiug  more  and  more  affiliated  societies,  that  they 
jbegan  now  to  think,  in  tiie  year  1793,  of  making  ap- 
pUcaitions  to  Farliameot.  Gentlemen,  in  the  course 
^  of  that  year  17Q3,  whilst  they  are  to  make  applica<* 
tions  to  Parliameut,  you  will  find  that  they  distinctly 
liisQUSS  the  utility  of  doing  so.  The  London  Corre- 
ispondin^  Society,  it  will  be  proved  to  you,  take  the 
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opinion  of  the  societies  in  the  country  with  respect^ 
to  three  distinct  propositions.     Mark  this. 

Now,  Gentlemen^  in  September  1792^  the  Stock- 
port So9iety  told  the  London  Corresponding  Society 
that  there  was  no  hope  of  doing  any  thing  but  in  a 
Convention  ;  the  London  Corresponding  Society  give 
the  answer  thai  I  have  before  stated.     They  began  to 
think  of  this  thing  called  a  Convention  in  the  begin- 
ning of  the  year  J  793,  and  they  propose  having  com* 
munication,  on  ihebtherhand,  from  thecountry  socie^ 
ties.  They  state  three  propositions— What  is  it  we  are 
to  do  ?-^Are  we  to  make  an  application  to  ParHament  ? 
if— Are  we  to  make  an  application  to  the  King  ?— That 
would  have  been,  to  make  application  to  theKing,  that 
he  would  be  graciously  pleased,  according  to  the  oath 
which  he  takes  upon  his  coronation,  to  give  his  con* 
sent  to  measures,  which  were  to  destroy  the  govern- 
ment of  the  country,  as  it  exists,  and  of  himself  as 
a  part  of  it !  Or  are  we  to  have  a  Convention  ?     You 
will  find,  when  the  whole  of  the  evidence  is  laid  be* 
fore  you^  there  is  a  vast  deal  of  discussion  about  this 
measure  of  a  Convention,  there  is  a  vast  deal  of  discus- 
sion about  applying  to  Parliament.     The  application 
to  the  King  is  thought  futile  without  more  debate;  but 
they  come  to  this  determination,  that  things  are  not 
yet  ripe:  but  that  the  application  to  Parliament,  how- 
ever, may  be  one  means  of  ripening  that  which  is  not 
yet  mature;  and  then  soliciting  petitions  from  all 
parts  of  the  kingdom,  telling  those,  from  whom  they 
gsk  them^  *  that  they  do  not  mean  that  they  should 
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hove  any  ef&ct,  that  the j  are  all.  waste  paper ;  can- 
vassing all  parts  of  the  kingdom,  and  getting  signa- 
tures in  the  way  you  will  find,  they  send  the  petitions 
to  RirKament,  which,  for  myself  aiKl  my  posterity^ 
I  thank  God  Parliament  did  not  attend  to ;  I  mean 
petitions  to  introduce  a  change*  in  the  government 
upon  the  principle  of  annual  sufiVage  and  universal 
representation.  . 

•  They  determined  for  the  present  that  they  would 
Qontent  themselves  with  petitions :  that  this  would 
<3ccasion  a  great  deal  of  debate :  that  that  would  give 
tbem  a  vast  variety  c^  opportunities  of  discussing  the 
point  they  had  had  in  agitation  since  1792  ;  and,  if 
the  public  mind  was  not  ripe  for  a  Convention  in 
1793,  the  proceedings  and  transactions  of  179S  had 
a  natural  and  obvious  tendency,  when  these  transact 
tions  were  made  a  proper  use  of,  to  bring  to  matn* 
rity  the  project,  not  yet  come  to  maturity :  you  will 
find  therefore  that  both  the  London  Corresponding 
Society  and  the  Society  for  Constitutional  Infbrma* 
tion  keep  thb  object  in  view. 

The  Norwich  Society,  upon  the  5  th  of  Mardi 
1793,  write  thus  to  the  Society  for  Constitutional 
information,  and  which  you  wilt  see  had  held  corre-* 
qx>ndence  also  with  the  London  Corresponding  So- 
ctety  upon  the  subject  of  the  same  proposition  :  '^  It 
is  with  peculiar  satisfaction  that  we  are  favoured 
with  your  correspondence," — ^they  first  say — "  We 
"wish  to  find  out  a  method  of  redres?s;  at  present 
*^  we  see  a  great  propriety  in  universal  suffrage  and 
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^^  'Mnuftl  elections  ;  bat  we  beg  you  will  be  oUigiflig 
^*  enough  to  inform  ixs  of  what  yoa  hsve  collected  of 
^  the  sense  of  the  people  by  your  correspandecioe : 
f '  we  have  to  inform  you '  that  ow  worthy  Goitre* 
*'  spondirig  Societies  of  London  have  recently mtb? 
''  mitted  three  propositions  for  our  investigation  ;  - 
'^  first,  whether  a  petition  to  Pariiameni^  or  an  nd^ 
*'  dress  to  the  King,  or  a  Convention.^* 

When  I  fitid  here  the  word  Convention^  I  think  I 
Inay  address  this  question  to  you  as  men  of  cxxmwaaa 
Sense :  if,  in  August  1 792,  the  London  Correspond- 
ing Society,  by  the  address  which  I  have  read  to.you^ 
have  told  you  distinctly  that  they  cannot  get  any  re- 
dress from  Parliament,  is  it  not  marveUous  how  it  is 
to  be  made  out  in  argument,  that,  in  March  J  7y3^ 
they  were  to  have  a  Convention  in  order  to  get  it 
from  Parliament,  lind  'more  particularly  to  get  -it  from 
that  Parliament,  which,  upon  their  own  priiusiples, 
ivas  not  competent  to  give  it,  if  they  had  a  mind  to 
take  it  from  Parliament  ? 

*^  Permit  us  briefly  to  state  our  views  for  your  re* 
^^  visal ;  and  with  respect  to  the  first,  we  behold  we 
^*  are  a  conquered  people  ;  we  have  tamely  submitted 
^*  to  the  galling  yoke,  and  resistance  in  the  prestM 
*^  circumstances  is  vain  ;  we  cannot,  we  cannot  act 
**  the  man  ;  and,  as  necessity  has  no  law,  we  think 
**  ourselves  under  that  degrading  necessity  to  state 
"  our  grievances  to  the  House  of  Commons,  with** 
•*  request  for  redress ;  and  should  they  refase'*—- 
which  they  did — ^^  to  ^ant  our  reasonable  |»tttion^ 
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^'  W6i  have  €ti}i  ^Qt  (no  thanks  to  them)" — ^here  is  ai^ 
9^curpbe,  a  $bof!t  liesoription  of  the  alBliated  spqie^tiai 


fonmidabla  engine,  that  will  convey  thtf  insult 
^  to  the  Temotest  parts  of  the  kingdonti :  as  to  the 
'^  prc^riety  of  thesecond,  we  wish  to  submit  to  your 
^*  superior  jiidgnoent,  and  should  esteem  it  a  favour 
f^  to  be  inforn^ed  of  the  result ;  for  at  present  we  are 
^^  4ubious  of  its  good  Consequences.  Lastly^  >a  Con^ 
^' pention^  and ^ oh!  that  the  period  were  arrived; 
^^  but  in  the  present  state  of  afiairs,  alas !  it  is  im- 
'^  practicab^ :  yet  ihis  is  the  object  we  pursue^  and 
*^  ^Bt^fm  any  other  means  only  in  subordrnation  to^ 
'^  and  as  having  a  tendency  to  accom[dish  that  de- 
*^  siraUe  end* 

.  ^^  We  wijsb  to  be  in  unison  with  our  brethren  and 
^^  feUow-labourers,  and  should  be  glad  of  any  inform* 
'^  ation^  as  so<m  as  it  is  convenient ;  and  we  beg 
''  your  advice  whether  it  is  necessary,  as  soon  as 
*'  possible.,  ^o  collect  signatures  to  a  petition  for  a 
^'  real  representation  of  the  people  r* 

This  letter,  of  the  5th  of  March  1793,  having  been 
received  from  Norwich,  you  will  find  that  Mr.  Frost, 
who  had  then  lately  come  from  France,  and  was 
about  that  time,  I  h^ieve^  talking  o(  no  King  in  this 
iSQuntry,  In  which  it  is  not  yet  quite  lawful  to  say  so, 
Wias  thought  an  extremely  proper  person  to  draw  up 
9  letter  in  janswer  to  this  ;  and  accordingly  it  is  stated 
Hpoq  the  books  of  the  Society,  that  Mr.  Frost  was 
oidered  tp  prepare  that  answer :  however,  it  got  into 
f^^r  bwds  I  for,  unless  I  am  «g«in  misinstructed. 
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it  wa$  settled  by  counse?^  and  the  sabsfainoe  I  trill 
nem  read  to  yott.  It  h  dated  the  l6tb  of  April  1799^ 
'*  FVofb  the  Secfetarj'  of  the  Society  for  Constitu. 
^  tional  Information  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Uniledt 
••  PoKtical  Societies  at  Norwich. — We  h»ve  to  ac- 
knowledge wfth  great  satisfiiction  the  htter  which 
yoa  favoured  us  with,  dated  the  5th  instant,  rda- 
*•  tire  to  the  most  desiraWe  of  aB  other  objects,  the 
•^reform  of  a  parliamentary  repfesentatioi^.  The 
*'  honour  yoiT  do  us  in  supposing  that  we  are  better 
**  fitted  than  yourselves  for  the  promotioRef  poKtkal 
knowledge,  we  must  disclatm,  because  treobserre, 
with  the  greatest  pleasure,  that  oor  country  cor- 
respondents have  too  much  seal  and  mformatfon 
^*  to  want  success  in  their  public  endeaviours^  whe- 
*'  ther  at  Norwich,  at  Sheffield,  at  Manchester,  or 
elsewhere,  throughout  the  nation.  In  otatr  sin- 
cerity  for  the  good  of  ottr  country  we  trust  that  we 
are  aH  equal,  and,  as  such,  we  doubt  not  of  our 
"  ultimate  success. 

•*  We  see  with  sorrow  the  existence  of  those  evils, 
"  which  you  so  justly  represent  as  the  streams  of 
"  corruption  overflowing  this  once  free  and  pro- 
**  sperous  coimtry.  We  see  with  surprise  and  ah- 
**  horrence  that  men  are  to  be  found,  both  able  and 
**  writing  to  support  those  corruptions.  It  is,  how- 
'^  ever,  no  smalj  consolation  to  find  that  others  are 
•*  not  wanting,  in  every  point  of  the  nation,  of  ati 
"  opposite  character,  who  are  ready  to  remedy,  by 
^'  all  laudable  and  honourable  means,  the  defect  in 
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'^  our  i^presentation,  the  usurped  extension  of  the 
*^  duration  of  Parliaments,  and  other  grievances^  such 
**  as  you  notice  in  your  letter. 

^'  That  the  constituttoa  of  England  has  no  more  of 
^'  that  character  it'  once  possessed ;  that  the  supposed 
*^  democracy  6f  the  country  has  become  a  matter  of 

property  and  privilege  ;  and  that  we  have  therefore 

no  longer  that  mixed  government,  which  our  adver* 
*^  series  are  praising,  when  they  know  it  is  no  longer 
^'  in  our  possession,  are  facts  notorious  and  indisput* 
*/  able :  where  then  are  we  to  look  for  remedy  ?'* — 
most  assuredly  those  who  had  said  on  the  6th  of 
August  1792,  they  would  not  look  to  Parliament, 
would  not  be  so  inconsistent  as  to  say  that  they  would 
look  to  it  in  April  17Qd — ^^  to  that  Parliament  of 
^'  which  we  complain  ?  to  the  executive  power,  which 
'^  is  implicitly  obeyed,  if  not  anticipated  in  that  Pan- 
**  liament  ?  or  to  ourselves  ?'' 

Now,  who  are  ourselves?  why,  those  affiliated 
societies !  "  ourselves  represented  in  some  meeting  of 
'^  delegates  for  the  extensive  purpose  of  reform, 
*'  which  we  suppose  you  understand  by  the  term 
*^  convention.*^  The  Norwich  Society  writes  to  the 
Constitutional  Society,  and  it  proposes  a  G>nvention 
as  the  only  means  of  doing  this  business.  The  G)n- 
stitutional  Society  states  that  it  is  to  be  done  only  in 
a  Convention, — of  what?  of  themselves.  Why  then, 
I  say,  upon  the  l6th  of  April  1793,  the  Constitu- 
tional Society  construed  the  acts  of  the  '20th  of 
January  1 794^  which  I  shall  allude  to  presently,  and 
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As  127  th  of  March  1 794,  because  the  Ccmstkutional 
Society  aaid  th^t  a  Convention  was  a  conventioii  of 
themselves^  represented  in  some  meeting  of  delegates^ 
••^and  (for  wifiiaA  purpose }  for  the  extensive  purposes 
of  reform  }rT*^\uM  ?  by  aj^ying  to  Parhament  i  No. 
Why,  this  passage  states  expressly  that  the  reason 
why  tb<y  woirid  have  a  Convention  was^  because  they 
would  not  apply  to  Parliament ;  and  can  I  impute  to 
men  of  imderstanding,  that  are  employed  in  this  bu- 
»itie$s^  for  there  are  noen  of  understanding  enough 
employed  m  this  business  ;  whether  that  understand- 
ing is  properly  employed  in  4}bis  business^  it  is  not  for 
me  to  say  any  diiag  about**M3an  I  impute  any  thing 
so  absprd  to  men  of  understanding  as  that  they 
wieant  to  form  a  Gonrefttion,  which  ConvontiOn 
should  carry  their  peti^lioo  to  Parliament  i 

It  is  the  end  of  each  of  these  propositions  that 
we  ought  to  look  to ;  and^  as  success  in  a  good 
^^  cause  must  be  the  effect  of  perseverance  a«Kl  the 
<^  rising  reason  of  the  time,  let  us  determine  with 
^^  coolness,  but  let  us  persevere  with  decision.  As 
^^  to  a  Convention y  we  regard  it  as  a  flan  the  most 
**  desiraUe  and  most  practicable  ;"-^when  ?  so  soon 
as  the  great  body  of.  the  people  shall  be  virtuous 
enough  to  joki  us  in  the  attempt?  Nor— but  *^  so 
^*  soon  as  the  great  body  of  the  people  shall  be  4roii- 
'-'  ragcQus  'and  virtuous  enough  to  join  us  in  the  at«- 
^  tcmpt.^  You  will  see  whether  the  interpretation, 
whidh  I  give  of  the  word  ^^  courageous"  by  the  man- 
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ner  m  wbich^I  mean  to  express  it^  is  dttettiy  it  dr  wM; 
by  what  I  have  to  state  to  yoa^ 

Gentlemen  of  the  Jury,  with  a  yiam  to  esfphin  this 
thing  called  a  Coi^ventidn^  as  eoilUeadistiflgPtiisiied 
from  Parinment,  give  me  leate  tocstriy  back  yoof 
atteatioii  for  a  monieiit  to  Janmery  25^  1 793*  Itt 
Ihis  Society,  whicb,  in  November  tJ^fH,  had  ikA 
correspondence  with  Fnance/  #htcb  I  stated^  in  Js^^ 
Ruary  1793,  when  we  w^e  dn  the  eve  of  a  war,  sUid 
opon  the  eve  of  a  war  which  bad  been  prodisced  bv 
Che  principles  which  brougiit  jfrat^nization  into-  tint 
country^  and  took  place  soon  after  that  4osra^,  of 
November  1792,  you  will  fiiid  that  these  resdlotioin 
were  come  to~^'  That  Citizen  St«  Andr6,  a  member 
^'  of  the  National  Conventbit  6f  Franpey  *~4hat  Con- 
vention which  had  deposed  a  King,  as  that  which 
eould  not  exist  in  a  government,  formed  tqK>a  tha 
fx-inciples  of  the  rights  of  man,  as  disclosed  by  Mr« 
Paine,,  his  fellow-member  in  that  Convention,— «^^  aid 
'^  one  of  the  most  jndicious  and  enlightened  friendi 
'^  of  human  liberty^  be  admitted  an  adsociated  fao« 

norary  member  of  this  Society.-— Resolved,  That 
^^  Citizen  Barrere,  a  member  of  the  National  Con**- 
'^  vention  of  France,  being  considered  by  us  as  one 
*^  of  the  most  judicious  and  enlightened  friends  of 

human  liberty,  be  admitted  an  associated  honorary 

member  of  this  Society* 

Resolved,  That  Citi^^en  Rpland,  being  also  con* 

sfdered  by  ufl  as  one  of  the  most  judicious  and.en^ 
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V  lightened  friends  of  human  liberty^  be  admitted  an 
«<  associated  honorary  member. 

•*Tbat  the  speeches**— Gentlemen /I  particularly 
fequest  your  attention  to  this — ^^  that  the  speeches 
^  of  Citizen  St.  Andr6  and  Citizen  Barrire^  asso* 
««  dated  honorary  members  of  this  Society,  as  given 
*^  in  the  Gazette  Nationale,  ou  Moniteur  universel 
^^  of  PariSy  on  the  4th9  Sth,  and  7  th  of  January 
*^  1793,  be  inserted  in  the  books  of  this  Society  ;** — 
and,  as  fitr  as  this  Society  could  effectuate  it,  they 
endeavoured  also  to  have  these  resolutions  published 
in  the  newspapers,  and  it  will  be  in  proof  to  you  that, 
in  the  hookn  of  the  Society,  it  is  resolved  that  each 
of  these  resolutions  should  be  so  published. 

Now,  Gentlemen,  I  shall  prove  to  you,  by  evi- 
dence completely  effectual  for  that  purpose,  what 
these  speeches  were,  and  then,  if  you  will  be  so 
good  as  to  ask  yourselves  what  the  Constitutional 
Society,  which  in  January  and  February  ordered 
^ese  speeches  to  be  published,  meant  by  a  Convene 
tion  in  that  letter  of  the  l6th  of  April  1793,  you  will 
ludge  whether  that  Convention  was  to  be  the  means 
(because  they  would  neither  apply  to  the  King,  the 
executive  power,  nor  to  the  Parliament),  was  to  be 
the  means  of  handing  their  application  to  Parliament ; 
or  whether,  on  the  other  band,  it  was  to  be  the 
means  of  introducing  by  its  own  force  a  representative 
government  in  this  country ;  tliat  assembly,  which, 
you  will  find,  they  insist  would  for  the  time  absorb 
all  the  powers  of  government,  which,  if  it  did  exist, 
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.would  delegate  its  legUktive  power  only  so  long  as 
they  choose  to  delegate  it^  a  body  cofnpeteot  to 
create  a  legislature,  and  possessing  within  itself  an 
eternal  power  of  reform,  an  eternal  source  of  revolu^ 
tion«  With  respect  to  St.  Andre,  speaking  to  the 
ConTention,  he  says,  ^^  Yotar  right  to  decide  the  frte 
^  of  Kings  arises  from  your  being  a  revolutionary 
'^  Assembly,  created  by  the  nation*'-*-a  revolutionary 
Assembly  created  by  the  nation  in  such  a  state  is  at 
least  that  thing,  which  I  think  no  good  Englishman 
ever  will  wish  to  exist  to  see^ — ^^  a  revolutionary  as*^ 
'^  :sembly  created  by  the  nation  in  a  state  of  insur^ 
*^  rection/* 

Speaking  of  the  trial  of  the  King  of  France,  they 
say,  ^'  This  proceeding  is  of  the  highest  importance  to 
public  order,  absolutely  necessary  to  the  existence 
of  liberty,  and  connected  with  whatever  is  held 
most  sacred  by  the  nation. 
The  pepple  of  Paris'" — this  is  upon  the  question 
whether  the  person  of  the  King  be  inviolable,  a 
maxim  unquestionably  true  in  the  constitution  of  this 
country,  a  maxim  perfectly  consistent  with  the  civil 
liberties  of  the  people,  because,  though  the  King's 
person  is  inviolable,  he  has  advisers,  who  are.violable 
as  to  every  act  that  he  doesr— "  The  people  of  Paris, 
by  making  an  holy  insurrection  against  the  King 
op  the  JOth  of  August," — ^that  10th  of  August, 
which,  in  Mr,  Frost's  letter  to  Mr.  Tooke,  was  ah- 
aolutely  necessary  to  the  existence  of  liberty  in 
France*^^^  deprived  him  of  his  charftcter  of  inviola* 
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•♦  biUty.  The  people  of  the  other  departments  ap. 
^^  pitfoded  this  iMuri^ction^  and  adopted  !he  conse^ 
♦*  'qomce  of  it.  The  people  have  therefore  formally 
<^  inteirpoded  to  destroy  thk»  royal  inviolability.  7^ 
^  tadt  consent  of  the  people  rendered  the  person  of 
*•  the  King  intiokble;  the  act  of  insurrection'* — I 
pray  Hearefi  defend  us  from  the  operation  of  such 
principles  ifn  this  country—"  the  act  of  insurrection 
'^  was  a  tacift  repeal  of  that  consent,  »k1  was  ^nded 
•*  on  the  same  grtmnds  of  law  as  th6  consent  itself-: 
*•  the  Kifig'a  person  is  inviolable  only  with  relation  to 
*•  the  other  Imiaches  of  the  legislature^  but  not  with 
^*  relation  to  the  people/' 

NoWy  I  ask,  whM  did  those  Gehtlem^n^  who  or- 
dered this  speech  td  be  published,  that  the  King's 
person  was  inviolable  only  with  relaltion  to  the  other 
branches  of  the  legislature^  ithen  th^y  were  talking 
of  conventions^  mean  ?  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  my 
mind  is  drawn  to  the  conclusion  that  .they  thought 
the  KfAg^s  person  was-  n&t  inviolable  witht  relation  to 
the  people,  a  convention  of  whom  was  to  be  formed, 
and  was  to  be  formed  because  ati  lappliciation  to  Par- 
Hament  wa^  useless. 

Now,  let  us  see  the  description  of  a  Con Vention* 
'*  A  Convet)tion  differs  from  an  orclinary  legislature 
*^  in  this  respect  t  a  legislature  is  only  a  species  of  sii- 
•'  perintending  magistracy,,  a  moderator  of  the  powers 
*'  of  government :  a  Convention  is  a  perfect  repre- 
sentation of  the  Sovereign :  the  members  of  the 
Legislative  Assembly  acted  in  August  upon  these 
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•^  pi*incipleSj  in  suhfimouiiig  the  Convention  ;  they 
*'  declar€':-*-precisely  as  it  is  declared  in  the  letter  I 
have  been  reading  to  you — "  that  they  saw  but  one 
'*  mea$ure  which  .could  save  France,  namely,  to  have 
''  recourse  to  the  soprepie  will  of  the  people,  and  to 
y.  invite' the  people  to  exercise  immediately  that  un- 
^^  alienable  right  of  sovereignty,  .which  the  cbnstitu* 
f  ^  jtipn  bad  acknowledged,  arid  .which  it .  could  not 
sutgect;  to  any  restriction  ;  the.  public  Ninteeest'  re* 
quired  that  the  people'  should  manifest  .their  will 
*'  by  the  election  of  a  National  Oonvenlton^  formed 
'^  of  representatives  invested  by  the. people  v^ith  un* 
lin^^Ued.  powers.  The  people;  did '  manifest  their 
will. by  the  election  of  that  Convention.  The 
.^f  Cony^iitibn  beingassenibledisitself  that. sovereign 
*^  .will,  which  ought  to  prevail.'  It  wodd  be  contrary 
^"  to  i^very  principle  to  suppose  that  the  Convention  is 
.^^  not  alone  exclusively  the  expression  of  the  general 
^^  will 

;  ^[  The  powers  6f  the  Convention  must^  Srom  the 
^^  very  nature  of  the  assembly,  be  unlimited  with 
•'respect  to  every  measure  of  general  safety,  such  as 
,"  t^e  execution  of  a  tyrant,  iltis  no  longer  a  Coa- 
"vention,  if  it  has  not  power  to  judge  theKjitg?  a 
/^Qofivenlion.  is.  a  constituent)  body;  i.:  e.ia  ibbdy 
/^  tfifct  is  to;  make:  i  constitution  for  the.peofJe;'  a 
/*  legislature  mak'es.laws  under  an.  esiablisheid.  consti^ 
•."  tuttpn,  and  in  conformity  to  it.  li:  is  despotism 
•f  wheii^  .in  the  ordijiary  and  permahent-  establish* 
:f  *  mjeiiti  <?f  a  states  there,  is  .no  sepanitiou  of:  powers ; 
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*'  but  it  is  of  the  very  essnoe  of  a  ootistitiient  body 
<'  to  ooncieDtite  for  the  time  all  authority :  it  is  the 
'^  very  nature  of  a  National  Conventioii^  to  be  the 
*^  temporary  iroi^e  of  the  nation,  to  unite  iti  itself 
^<  all  the  powers  of  the  state,  to  emptoy  them  i^hist 
the  enedues  of  lilierty,  and  to  distribute  them  in  k 
new  social  compact  Called  a  constitution.^ 
Gentlemen,  after  t  have  stated  that  to  you>  I 
think  I  cannot  possibly  be  mistaken  when  I  cottoeive 
&8t  you  can  do  no  otherwise  than  ptft  the  same  con- 
BtructioQ  upon  ih\i  letter  which  I  did. 

I  will  now  take  the  liberty  of  calling  your  attentidft 
to  a  letter  of  the  17th  of  May  1793,  and  the  answer 
fif  the  26th  May  I79d>  passing  over  a  great  many 
letters,  the  substance  of  which  you  wilt  inform  your- 
«dves  of  by  having  them  lead^  namely,  letters  thitt 
prove  affiliations  aoHdted]  and  granted  to  Leed^ 
Tewkesbury^  Coventry,  and  many  places  in  the  king** 
dom,  more  numerous  than  I  apprehend  you  will  be- 
lieve, till  you  see  what  the  nmmber  of  them  rs,  br 
evidence  actuaHy  before  you* 

Gentlemen^  I  beg  leave  now  to  call  your  atteiitiofi, 
in  ofder  of  tibie,  to  a  letter  of  the  17th  May  I7g9, 
for  it  begins  a  correspondence  most  exees^vely  ttiii- 
terial  with  that  part  of  the  country  in  which  Um  Coir- 
vention  has  been  already  heM ;  i  mean  Scotland  i<*-ft 
Convention  which,  Z  tiiiak  I  shsSl  satisfy  yod^  did, 
for  the  tim^  act  upon  ti»  principles  that  I  have 
stated  to  you,  from  the  speech  of  Bark*€pe,  as  fitf  i» 
it  could  act,  and  iq  whieb  1  tfaitik,  at  ^  fliOMMettfc 
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that  I  address  you^  if  it  had  not  been  stopped  in  the 
execution  of  its  purposes,  but  had  been  joined  by 
tboee  whose  acts  we  are  con^dering  tibis  day^  you 
m^t  haire  seen,  in  the  speeches  of  a  NattonaJ  Con«^ 
vention  in  Great  Britain,  a  repetition  of  the  language 
of  Barrdve,  mstead  ^^f  hearing  it  Irom  me  in  ft^oourt 
of  jostiee. 

Geodemen^  I  hoU  it,  in  1h^  office  that  X  filU .  to 
be  fdne  to  the  adsmnistration  of  the  justtoe  of  this 
country,  to  say  distinctly, .  tf  I  understand  the  caise 
upon  which  oeitfiin  perso!iis  mere  tried  for  the  acts 
which  they  did  m  ScoUaad,  tbat^  if  they  had  be^ 
tiied  for  high  treason^  they  would  have  had  no  right 
to  cdoBiplain ;  no  right  to  compfadn  if  the  questioqi 
upon  their  conduct  had  been  agitftted  in  that  shape 
before  a  jury  of  the  country* 

Gentlemea,  upon  Uie  I7tb  of  May,  a  Mr.  XJr- 
^liarf  goiBg  from  London,  Mr,  Hardy,  bM  a  person 
-^  of  the  name  of  Margarot,  celebrated  in  the  future 
history  of  this  bnsiikss,  join,  and  write  a  letter-^ 
Barfiament  Itad,  as  they  expected  it  wottld,  and  as 
they  zuieaut  it  ^onld,  rejected  their  petitioiv-*-'^  The 
Londim  Corresponding  Society  ei^rly  seizes  the 
opporbmity  of  Mr.  Urquhart  going  back  to  £din^ 
^^  bar^,  to  request  of  your  Society  a  n^ewal/cf 
^^  oorrespoodence^  and  a  more  intimate  ct>operat'io9 
^^  in.  that  which  bodi  Sodedes  aliloe  seek,  via.  a  re^ 
form  in  the  parliamentary  representation.  We  aire 
veiy  sensiUe  that  no :  Society  can  by  itself  bring 
^  aboot  that  desirable  end ;  let  us,  therefore,  itnite 
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^^  as  much  as  possible^  not  only  with  each  other^  bat 
*^  with  every  other  Society  throughout  the  natloa. 
^*  Our  petitibtis^  you  will  have  learned^  have  beeo  all 
''  of  them  unauccessful :  our  attention  most  now^ 
^*  therefore^  be  turned  to  some  more  efiectual  means ; 
^'  irom  your  Society  we  would,  willingly  learn  them^ 
^'  and  you^  on  your  part^  may  depend  upon  our 
'^  adopting  the  firmest  measures^  provided  tl^  are 
^^  constitutional^  and  we  hope  the  country  will  not 
"  be  behindhand  with  us.V 

Now^  by  ^*  constitutional  measures"  it  is  clear' 
that  they  meant  that  a  Convention^  as  contradistin- 
guished from  a  Parliament^  would  be  constitutional : 
it  is  desr  tl^y  meant  it^  because  they  have  said  it. 
•  Then  Mr.  Skirving  writes  thus—"  Mr.  Ufquhart 
^^  did  me  the  pleasure  to  call  oq  Thursday  afternoon, 
"  and  delivered  your  letter  of  the  17th  inst.  I  am 
'"  much  pleased  with  the  contents  of  it,  and  shall  lay 
^^  it  before  the  first  meeting  of  our  societies  her^ 
^^  whicb^  however,  does  not  take  place  till  Monday 
"  sevennight.  I  would  have  acknawledgi^the  re» 
f*  ceipt  of  you?  fevour  by  yesterday's  post,  but  was 
"^^  too  much  employed  in  removing  our  housdiold  to 
^^  another  lodging  to  attend  to  any  thing  else.** 
Now  I  beg  your  attention  to  this,  because  you  wiH 
see  in  the  transactions  of  the  jpeople  in  conventtcm  in 
Edinburgh,  that  they  looked  to  what  they  were  to  do 
in  case  of  a  rebellion  as  well  as  any  other. 

"  If  either  you  in  England  or  we  in  Scotland 
should  attempt  separately,  the  reform  which  we^ 
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*^  I  trasty  seek  to  obtain,  we  should,  by  so  doing, 
^  dnly  expose  our  weakness,  and  manifest  our  jgno* 
'^  ranee  of  the  corruption  which  opposes  our  im* 
''  portant  undertaking:  ifwe  sought  only  the  extirpa* 
**  tion  of  one  set  of  interested' men  from  the  ma* 
^^  nagement  of  national  ai&irs,  that  place  might  be- 
^^  given  to  another  set ;  without  affecting  the  vitals 
''  adverse  to  the  system  of  reform,  these  might  be 
^^  easily  accomplished  ;  but  to  cut  up  deep  and  wide 
'^  rooted  prejudices,  to  give  d&ctual  energy  to  the 
^f  dictates  of  truth  in  favour  of  public  virtue  and 
^'  national  prosperity,  in  opposition  to  self  and  all  its 
^  interested  habits,  and  to  withstand  and  overawe 
*'  the  final  effi)rts  of  the  powers  of  ciarkness,  is  the 
^'  work  of  the  whole  and  not  of  a  part ;  a  wprk  to 
^  which  mankind  till  this  awful  period  were  never 
'^  aidequate,  because  never  till  now  disposecf  to  fra* 
^temize^  not  merely  or  only,  I  trust,  from  the 
^  seiise  of  the  common  danger  to  which  we  are  ex- 
'^  posed,  but  from  the  ennobling  principle  of  univer- 
^  sal  boEievolence. 

^'.  I  know  no  greater  service  that  I  can  dp  my 
"  country,  than  to  promote  the  union  you  so  wisely 
'^  desire ;  and  I  am  happy  to  assure  you,  that  I  have 
^'  hitherto  discovered  no  sentiment  in  our  association, 
^  adverse  to  the  most  intimate  and  brotherly  union 
*^  with  the  associations  in  En^ahdt 

^^  I  think  the.  minds  of  all  must, in  the  nature  of 
^  things  be  now  turned  to  more  effectual  means  of 
^  refffrm.    Not  one  person  was  convinced  pf  the 
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^f  nec^^ly  of  it  by  the  most  convitcmg  argotHettts 
^^  6f  rMson^  togethlv  iK^ith  the  most  unequxvocal  ex* 
^^  preftdioiift  of  unitersid  dtmte*  What  then  is  16 
^*  bA  hoped  for  firom  repetition  ?  I  atn  only  sfiBid 
^  that  the  bow  in  England  against  reform  waa  so 
^^  eoAtraeted)  that  in  returning  it  may  bredc.  You 
'^  woold  willingly  learn,  you  say»  from  it»-^l  own 
that  we  ought  to  be  forward  in  this :  we  hare  at 
once  in  great  wisdom  perfected  our  plan  of  orga- 
'^  nitttion,  and  if  we  were  in  the  same  independent 
^'  state  of  Mhid  as  the  people  of  £ngland>  we  would 
^  be  able  to  take  the  lead-~the  associations  wilfe  yoa 
^  are  t)o  mute,  I  fear-»^xcuie  my  freedom-~tlaaili  atf 
^*  aristocraey  for  the  good  of  the  people :  they  arfr 
^  indeed  moderate,  firm^  end  virtuous^  and  better 
^  cannot,  be ;  but  MUe  are  the  people  themselves,  and 
^^  we  are  the  first  to  show  that  the  people  em  both 
^  judge  and  resoIVe^  if  un^rected  by  ioctioB^  wth: 
^'  both  wisdom  and  moderation. 

^'  I  have  not  a  higher  wish  in  the  present  esertient 
^'  for  reform  than  to  see  the  people  uoiTefsaHy.and 
regularly  associated,  because  I  am  persuaded  ttiat 
the  present  disastrous  engagements  will  issue  ill 
ruin,  and  the  people  must  thf  n  provide  for  thotw 
*'  selves ;  and  it  would  be  imfaappy,  when  we  slmuld 
f  <  be  ready  to  act  with  unanimity,  to  be  occupied  Bbaat 
'^  organization,  without  wkic4>9  However,  anttrchy' 
f'  must  en8ue-<-we  wiU  Dot  nired  but  to  be  pre)>ared 
*^  for  the  event^to  stand  stitt  and  see  the  aalvatioit 
f  f  of  the  Lord^let  us  therefore  tal^e  the  bttt  gsnUt 
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^  OS  by  our  oj^posers ;  let  us  b^n  i'fi  ternest  to 
^^  mdke  ap  oar  minds  relative  to  the  extent  of  reform 
^^  wiiioli  we  ought  to  seek,  be  prepared  to  justify  it, 
^'  and  to  ceutrovert  ol)jections :  let  us  model  the 
<^  whole  in  the  public  mind ;  let  us  provide  ^ery 
^'  stake  and  stay  of  the  tebemade  which  we  would 
^^  evesct,  flo  that  wheai  Uie  tabernacles  of  oppression 
^'  in  the  pdaces  of  ambition  wee  bnoken  down,  under 
^'  the  madness  and  felly  of  their  supporters,  we  may 
f^Aea$  without  anardiy  and  all  dangerous  delay, 
^^  eMct  at  once  our  tabernade  of  righteousness,  and 
^^  may  the  Lord  himself  he  in  it  {** 

Gentlemen,  these  are  ^ings  aH  very  easy  to  he 
understood. 

^^  How  httrtftil  to  the  feelings  of  a  reflecting  mind, 
^^  lo  lode  back  to  tlie  wr^ched  state  in  whidi  the 
^Son»an  monarchy,  enfedbled  and  broken  by  its 
^  own  corruptions,  left  the  nations,  which  it  sub- 
^*  jeeted,  like  sheep  without  a  shepherd  ;  they  soon 
^^  beeame  a  prey  to  every  invader,  because  there  was 
^'  tncne  to  gather  and  unite  them  (  had  they,  fores- 
^*  sedog  the  evil,  associated  fer  mutual  defence,  no 
'^  robber  would  have  been  able  to  enslave  them,  thev 
*^  wouk}  have  given  laws*  to  ail  parties,  as  well  as  to 
^^  themselves :  aH  separate  colonies  and  nations  would 
t<  have  sought  their  alliance ;  but  not  having  virtue 
'^'  io  assodate,  and  heal  the  divisions,  and  root  out 
^«  the  selfish  spirit,  which  ambition^fostering  govern- 
f*  ments  procure  to  their  subjects,  they  fell  under 
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^'  oppressions,  from  under  whose-  iroa  sceptre  they 
*i  have  never  yet  been  able  to  deliver  themselves. 
We  may  suppose  an  event,  which  we  depxeoate; 
nay^  should  vye  not  be  prepared  for  every  po^ssibte 
issue  of  the  present  unprecedented  divisions  of 
'' mankind,  weliave  a  right  to  be  apprehensive  of 
'^  the  abilities  of  our  own  managers,  wlio  are  so  afnud 
''  to  depart  from  precedent,  tbat^  like  men  of  det$il, 
they  may  be  inadequate  to  the.ta^k  o(  preserving 
the  vessel  from  shipwreck,  uqw  grappling  with 
*^  danger  not  only  great,  but  new  gnd  uncommon: 
*^  If  the  present  Ministry  fail,  who  after  them  shall 
^' be  trusted?     It  required  little  penetration  to ^6ee 
*'  the  anarchy  and  discord  which  will  follow;  it\yiU 
'^  be  $uch,  that  nothing  short  of  a  general  union 
^'  a^ong  thp  people  themselves,  will  be  able  to  l^eal: 
''  haste  therefore  to  associate,  at  least  to  be  ready^  to 
f  asspciate ;  if,  then, .  such  a  brpken  sta^e  of  things 
should  take,  place^  \he  civi)  brpils  that  would  ne- 
<<  pessarily  ensue,   would   soon  subside  before:  the 
*^  united  irresistible  voice  of  the  whole.    Po  uol,  I 
*f  entreat  you,  hesitate  thinking  suph  a  work  prema-- 
^'  ture  as  yet,"-rthis  is  written  in  May  J  793  ; — ^^,  iMit 
f  a  month,  and  then  it  may  be  tqp  late ;  a  malignant 
party  may  be  already  formed;,  and  only  iyaiting*for 
^'  the  haUipg  pf  thp  present  managers ;  it  will  then 
^*  be  tqo  late  to  seek  to  sid:>jept  to  delibfsration,  «fter 
*^  a  pvty  has  dared  the  act  of  rebellion.    If  you  go 
^'  up  further   than  separate  meetings  in  di^rent 
*'  towns,  we  will  not  be  able  to  confide  in  your  cffn- 
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*.^  fraternity,  because  while  in  such  a  state  you  may 
^  be  but  the  tools  of  a  &ction  ;  we  could,  have  all 
^  .confidence  and  unite  with  all  afiectton  in  wke  as^' 
'^  s€fnbhf  of  commissioners  from  all  the  coontriea  of 
«  the  world." 

Gentlemen^  observe  that  expre^ion;  this  letter; 
in  the  beginning  of  it,  s]>eaking  with  reference  to 
the  war,  does  not  know  but  the  palaces  of  ambition 
may  be  all  overset ;  the  pillars  will  tumble  with  thdr 
supporters,  llien  it  says,  *^  we  could  have  all  con- 
^'  fidence^and  unite  with  all  afFection  in  one  assemify 
^'  qfixnnmssimers  from  all  countries  of  the  world-^ 
*^  if  we  knew  they  «were.clK>senr  by  the  unbiassed  voice 
^^  of  the  people,  because  they  would  come  up  with  the 
'^  ^tne  disinterested  views  aiid  desires  as  ourselveSj, 
^^  having  aU  agreed  to  a  common  centre  of  union 
^'  and  interest;  but  we  could  not  confide  iii  fellow- 
^^  dtJsens,  who  kept  aloof  from  such  union,  and 
^'  would  not  previously  affiliate  in  one  great  and  in- 
^^  *  divisible  family," 

Geotiemen,  I  have  before  told  you,  that  there  waii 
a.Sodety  at  Birmingham.  Upon  the  10th  of  June 
1793,  the  London  Corresponding  Society  wntes^  to 
that  Society  in  these  terms :  ^^  It  is  with  singular 
^^  satis&ction  the  Committee  of  the  London  Corre- 
^^  spcmding  Society  received  your  letter;  they  are 
^^  very  glad  to  see  the  spirit  of  freedom  springing  up 
in  Birmingham,  and  they  make  no. doubt  but  that 
the  xeal  of  your  Society,  and  the  increase  of  your 
^'  numbers  tyil}  8009  do  away  t^  stigma  throv^n  on 
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*^  your  town  by  the  unjustifiable  behaviour  of  a 
^^  CSiurch  and  King  mob :  we  are  entirely  of  your 
^^  opinion  with  regard  to  the  neeesaify  <^a  getiertd 
'^  umofiy  and  we  believe,  as  you  do,  that  whim  once 
'^  the  country  shall  have  so  united/'-^what  then  f 
*^  the  Neraes  of  the  day  mil  be  forced  to  yield  to  the 
^f  Just  dtnumd  of  a  long  and  sore  oppressed  people.^ 

Gentlen)en>  the  political  societies  at  Norwich  also 
write  to  the  London  Corresponding  Society  mth  le- 
apect  to  this  Conventton  upon  the  25th  of  June  I79>i 
in  which  they  say,  ^*  We  also  reeeived  your  friendly 
^^  letter  prior  to  that  wherein  you  stated  three  pro- 
^*  positions :  first,  a  petition  to  Hia  Mb^esty,  or  to 
<^  Parliament,  or  a  National  Convention ;  and  ordered 
*^  one  of  our  Committee  to  answer  it ;  should  be 
^^  glad  if  you  will  iniorm  me  whether  it  wasettended 
'^  ta  I  gave  my  opinion  on  the  aulifect  to  the 
f  ^  Constitutional  Society  of  London,  and  foond  their 
<<  ideas  congenial  to  my  own/*«*^hat  alludea  to  Che 
letter  they  wrote  him,-^*^  viz.  an  address  to  the 
<'  Kingp^^tile;  a  petition  to  Flsrliament  (as  a  eon- 
^^  quered  peo|de)— tolerable ;  a  National  Convqition 
^^  (if  circumstances'^mitted),  best  of  a}L** 

Gentlemen,  you  will  find  that,  upon  the  SSth  of 
June  17OS9  whilst  these  societies  wens  hoMing  m 
mvch  correspondence  with  respect  to  this  national 
Convention, '  88  the  only  efl^tual  means,  it  was 
thought  an  address  to  Ae  nation  should  be  prepared ; 
that  is  not  immaterial,  because  you  vrill  find  after* 
wards^  that  the  pn^ect  of  a  national^Conyeiitioii  in 
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Scotfaii^  wv  thought  by  many  of  the  members  of  it; 
mid  many  of  fiie  members  of  those  bodies^  to  bare 
filled  tor  iveet  of  ^uch  a  previous  address  to  theinataon ; 
and  opoa  this  ooeasioa  two  gentlismen  are  brought 
together,  I  do  not  know  whether  one  of  them  at  diat 
time  wss  a  member  of  the  Society  or  not^  but  two 
members  aris  brought  togetber ;  Mr.  Home  Tooke 
and  a  person  of  the  name  of  Yorke^  wlio,  you  will 
find^  was  a  delegate  to  the  Gonvention  in  Scotland^ 
itfid  who  you  wiU  find  has  acted  a  considerable  part 
m  other  parts  of  this  country^  were  to  be  employed 
in  preparing  that  address. 

Upon  the  6th  of  July  1793>  a  letter  having  beea 
i'eceived  from  the  poiKticid  societies  at  Norwich,  the 
answer,  sighed  by  the  IVisoner  at  the  bar,  is  given  in 
Atese  termst 

''  Pdlow-dtiaens,  The  London  Corresponding 
^^  Society  httve  received,  and  read  with  pleasure, 
*^  your  letter  of  the  15  th  of  June ;  but  the  answer^ 
^'  which  ytin  niention  to  have  beieh  w^i'^  to  our  three 

qiies^ons,  has  not  yet  come  to  hand;  we  shall  be 

glad  to  be  informed  by  your  next  whether  it  was 
^  ever  put  in  the  post-office. 

^^  With  regard  to  the  questions  themselves,  how^ 
^  ever  individiials  may  have  made  up  their  minds  on 
^  them,  the  paUic  seemed  most  to  approve  the  mode 
f^  of  petitiomng  IParliament.^* 

Then  it  states  the  efiect  of  the  petitions.  ^^Et^ 
f  ^  hbrting  you  therefore  to  throw  aude  all  uiiavaiiing 
- !  comptrint^  we  wish  ^on  to  oocn|9y  yourselves  ill 
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\*  tDStructiiig  the  people^  in  introducing  ami  main-^ 
**  taining  order  and  r^uhrity  in  your  own^fiocieiy, 
\''  and  in  forming  a  junction  with  all  others  assodated 
^^  for  the  same  purpose  throughout  the  nation,  by 
*^  keeping  up  a  constant  correspondence  with  them ; 
^^  but,  above  dl,  orderly  and  courageously  preptrnnjg 
**  yourself  for  the  cven^,"— now  mark  the  event,*-* 
"  for,  as  it  is  natural  to  suppose  thai  thoee^  who  now 
'^  /^r^  on  the  publicy  will  not  willingly  yield  up  their 
^^  enjoymentSy  nor  reposs^s  us  of  our  righls  withaiU 
*^  a  struggle,  which  by  their  behaviour  in  Ireland^'^ 
that  alludes  to  the  bill  in  Ireland  to  prevent  a  C!on-! 
vention,~-*^  we  have  some  reason  to  tidnk  they  are 
^^  meditating,  and  perhaps  may  intend  to,  ejfedt  by 
^^  means  of  those  very  Jbreignmercenariee,  who  are 
^^  now  paid  by  the  sweat  of  our  brow,  and  whom, 
*^  under  some  plausible  pretence,  it  would  be  no  difficult 
^*  matter  to  land  on  our  shore:  it  may  be  moread* 
f'  vatUageous  to  humanity  to  show  them  al  first  thai 
^'  their  opponents  .are  neither  mob  nor  rabble,  but  an 
*^  indignant  oppressed  people,  in  whom  is  not  yet  en^ 
•*  tiriely  eaaihct  the  valour  of  their  forefathers.*^ 

Gentlemen,  in  a  letter  to  Hertford,  which  is.writ-i 
tfid  by  the  same  Corresponding  Society,  upon  the 
dJstof  July  1793,  and  which  Society  at  Hertford 
bad  desired  to  know  their  principles,  they  state 
themselves  in  the  same  manner ; — ^^  We  receive  with 
pleasure  your  assurance  of  co-operating  wt^  us  for 
a  reform  in  Parliament,  an  object  to  which  all  pur 
/*  endeavours  tendy  and  on  whiqh  our  hearts  are  Jn^ 
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f<  variably  fixed ;  batas  your  deration  thai  ydu.wMl 
f*  not  pledge  yoarselires  todetnaiid  univecsal  suffhagt 
*^  and  aniiiial  Parlkuoeots;  is  followed  by  no.  specific 
^  plan  of  reform  of  your  own>  we  are  under  some 
difficulty  bow  to  conclude ;  perhaps^  as..4t^a?8^r^^ 
you  wrUe  ia  -us  with  thai  prudent  reserve  ^bich  is 
^^  sometimes  neoesisary, .  and  that  idea  receives 
'^^  strength  from  your  appearing  afterwards. convinced 
^^  that  the  oommon  object  of  the  two  societies  is  the 
>'  same,  which  we  readily  admit ;  but,,  as  mutual 
'^  confidence  is  the  basis  of  union,  and  the  only  ra<- 
''  tiional  pledge  and  support  for  co-operativi?  es^ie^rtion, 
^^  we  trust  your  next  will  do  away  evjery  diffiwlty. 

*'  With  respect  to  uniirersal  suffrage . and  annual 
^^  P^liaments,  a  mature  conviction  of  their  justice 
'^  and  necessity  lor  the  preservation  of  liberty  and 
prosperity  to.tibe  great  body  of  the  people^ -and  for 
securing  the  .independence  of  Parlianient,  was  our 
primary  inducement  to  as30cmte.  We  therefore 
candidly  assui^  you,  that  these  gur  prinpipl$$^  as 
^^  already  aonodnoed  to  th^  public,  remain  immu^ 
"  table,  unconnected  with  any  f^rty  whatejve;^;  we 
<^  can  consider  no  reform  radical,  but  su<^  as  will 
^^  enable  every  individual  of  the  community  to  enj<]^ 
^'  the  advantages  thereof  equally  with  ourselves ;  for^ 
^*  if  igporance  of  Uie  nftture  pf  government,  or  the 
^  merit^  of  die  candidates,  be  an. argument  ajgainst 
^^  universal  suffiage,  as  our  opponents  pretend,  the 
'^  same  reasons  would  equally  incapacitate  a  great  ma- 
^*  jority  of  those  who  now  enjoy  that  privilege,  to  the 
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'^  cidiiBion  of  veiy  tMuy  tfaouands^  much  better 
^  infonhed  than  tihemselves ;  wat  to  meDtioa  that; 
onder  a  more  equalised  mode  of  goTeramettt^  the 
peojde  would  be  at  onoe  induced  and  empowered  to 
improve  themaeltes  in  useful  knowledge.  In  a 
word)  we  know  no  principle,  oonsistecit  widi  justice 
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^^  or  reason,  by  which  we  could  eiclude  oontcien^ 
*'  tioualy  any  part  of  the  ooramimity  from  an  equality 


^^  of  rights  and  privileges,  which  every  member  of 
*^  society,  as  he  contributes  to  its  support^  ought 
'*  equaUy  t6  enjoy. 

'<  With  respect  to  annual  Parliaments,  we  will  just 
*^  remark,  that  good  members  may  be  re«deoted, 
^^  whilrt  twelve  months  we  thfnk  Miy  sufficient  for 
'^^  the  welfare  of  milKons  to  remain  at  the  mercy  bf  k 
^*bad  represntative.  Having  thus  unequivoeally 
^^  stated  our  principles^  we  ahall  coaohkde  by  dbaerf- 

ing;  that  the  bill  jmt  passed  in  Iceland  is  af*  a 

nature  to  awaken  the  jealovsy  of  every  irsenc)  tb 
^^  freedom  and  hamaiiity«~wiH  render  every  eacertion 
^^  juitifiaUe,  should  a  similar  attack  upon  constittf. 
^'  tional  freedc^  be  attempted  here."*        -  '.    * 

In  October  1793,  the  Scobdi  Convention  having 

met}  of  which  we  have  all  of  us.  heard  so  muchotft 

of  this  place,  you  will  fiiid  that  m  letter  had  beeh 

-received  from  a  Mr.  Stndair,  together  with  ania^ 

dress  from  Skirving,  "who  Was  secretary  to  the  Gorf- 

^ventkm  ^nd  Friends  ^f  the  PecfjAe  in  Scotknd,  by 

liondon  Oonstilutiopal  Society ;  an^extmoniiaary 

the  Society  WAS  therefom  c^Ued^  at  th^ 
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Crown  and  Anchor^  to  consider  the  utility  Itnd  pro^ 
priety  of  sending  delegates  to  si  Convention'  of  del^h* 
g^te&  of  the  difj^rent  societies  in  Great  Britain^  «t 
o^Edinbnrgh^  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  a  parikrtnen^ 
tary  reform.  * 

Upon  the  38th  of  October  1793)  this  Society  came 
to  a  resolntion  to  send  delegates  to  that  Conventions 
and  the  two  persons  elected  wett  Mr.  Sinclair  and 
Mr.  Yorke ;  and  perhsps  one  cannot  state  a  more 
striking  instance  of  the  extraordinary  power  of  a  small 
society,  affiliating  itself  with  sodeties,  ^read  all  over 
the  whole  kingdom,  than  by  stating  that  Sinctaif^ 
who  was  deputed  from  this  Society,  meetmgwith 
other  delegati»  in  Scotland,  had  no  diiiculty  of  as- 
suming with  others  the  title  of  a  delegate  to  the 
British  Convention^^to  assert  their  right  to  do'acts 
in  contradiction  to  the  Legtslature-^than^  telKn^ 
yott  diat  this  Yorke  and  Sinciaif  were  deputed  ^th 
this  Sodety  by  a  poll,  in  which  he,  who  had  the 
majority,  bad  se^nteen  votes  only  i  Mr.  Yorke  anU 
Mr.  Sinclair  are  acootxlingly  sent  down,  and  they  gt> 
with  dl  the  del^tbn  of  the  power  of  tN  people, 
vAitV^  this  Constitutional  Society,  thus  affiliated, 
orald  pve  them,  and  what  they  thought  it  was  yoti 
wfli  see  presently «*-^The  London  Cotresponding  So- 
(cStity  was  not  to  be  backward  in  forming  this  Con« 
venthm  in  Scotbnd^Hsnd,  acoordlngly,  you  will;  s^e 
fci  ^  evidence,  whbh  I  have  to  slate  to  you,* 'a 
cbnsi^fsble  deal  of  eontrivanoe  on  the  psart  of  the 
KisoMf  at  th»  Ihsr^  in  »id*  <o  brtttg.abd<;tt  tfait 
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Contention  in  Scotland ;  for,  Gentleoien,  hewrita^ 

a  lettec  to  the  Norwich  ConstituUocial  Society,  which 

deoeifyes  your  very  serious  attention,  in  which  he 

expresaes  himself  thus — ^^  We  have  to  acknowledge, 

at  once,  your  favours  of  tlie  3d  of  September  and 

14th  instant ;  multiplicity  of  business  prevented 

0iy  answering  your  firsts  but  will  now  inform  yoa 

^^  that  the  spirit^  shown  in  it^  gave  great  satisfactioa 

^^  to  our  Society  at  large*  The  rejoicings  for  the  cap- 

^^  ture  of  Valenciennes  were  not  confined  to  Norwidi 

"  alone  :  the  ignorant  every  where  else  throughout 

the  nation  betrayed  their  imbecility  00  the  occasion 

— the  taking  of  a  town,  the  slaughtering  of  thoo* 

*^  sands  of  human  beings,  the  layii^  waste  whob- 

'^  provinces,  or  the  enslaving  a  nation  (however  great 

evils  they  may  be)>  can  only  retard  for  a  small  space  * 

of  time  the  progress  of  truth  and  reason.    Be  not 

'*  disheartened  therefore;  pursue  yoUr  plan,  instruct 

mankind,  and  constitutionally  set  your  faces  againat 

existing  abuses ;  be  assured   that .  tnany  are  ow 

"  friend,  who  only  wait  a  favourabte  opportunity .  to 

**  opeply  join  us,  while  our  enemies,  haw  m^cb  ei>- 

,"  feebled  themselvea.and  their  cause  by  thgir. arbitrary 

I '' exertions;  despotism  is  at  its  last  ga^)— cjne  or 

^^  two  campaigns  more  will  terfnin^t^  its  existence*; 

We  are  ^lad  to  6ee  that  you  .begirx  to  make  it 

proper  use  of  delegation ;  wbei^e  bcdicfs  of  men 

••  are  too  numerous  to  be  coxWwe4  eajgily.  on  evay 

'/' occaiipn,  delegation  is  the  best,.  4n4 .  indeed  tl|e 

onl^  way  to  obtain  the  general  q)i|upn; ; 
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^*  improving  on  the  idea,  liave  not  only  summoned 
"  tbfeir  own  <le|egate6,  but  also  invite  those  of  every 
"  other  Society  to  attend  a  kind  of  Cpnventiori"  (as 
if  Mr.  Hardy  knew  nothing  about  it),  '*  which  is  to 
"  be  held  at  Edinburgh  on  the  29th  instant— r.the 
**  enclosed  paper,  which  I,  previous  to  the  comipo- 
nicating  your  letter  to  our  committee  (which  will 
meet  only  to-morrow) «  make  haste  to  transmit  to 
"  you,  will  show  you  that  your  Society  is  included 
^'  in  the  general  invitation  to  send  delegates  to  that 
"  meeting,  which  we  exhort  you  to  do,  if  you  pos- 
'^  sibJy  can;  I  firmly  believe  our  Society  will  itot  itiisa 
««  the  opportunity  of  doing  the  $ame." 

Novv  you  will  find  that,  upon  the  5th  pf  Octpbet 
179a,  Hardy,  who  wrote  this  letter  ppon  the  I7th^ 
wrote  toSkirving  in  thisway—"  With  pleasure  I  peruse 
*^  your  fevour  of  the  ad  instant,  but,  as  yet,  have  seen 
**  r>or  heard  nothing  of  the  two  copies  of  Mr,  Muir's 
^^  trio],  which  you  meo'tion  as  being  sent  to  the  Society 
*^  and  to  myself — ^be  kind  enough^  notwithstanding, 
^'  to  return  that  gentleman  thanks  for  his  polite  atten^ 
^'  tipn,  aiid  assure  him  that  we  view  him  in  the  light 
^^  of  a  martyr  to  freedom,  as  well  as  Mr.  Palmer^ 
^^  and  (hat  our  warmest  hopes  are,  that  the  oppressors 
*^  of  mankiod  wiil  either  be  ashamed  pr  afraid  of 
carrying  their  revengeful  malice  into  execution. 
*'  The  General  Convention,  which  you  mention*^ 
>ppewi  to  Mr,  Marg^^t  (to  whom  alone  I  have 
'^  QQifimuiMated  your  letter)  and  myself  to  be  a  very 
^^  exeeUent  meaaure>  an4  as  suck^  I  cauld  wish  yotr^ 
VOL. in.  s 
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'^  without  delay f  to  communicate  it  officially  to  our 
Society  without  any  ways  mentioning  that  you  have 
written  to  me  privately'^f  in  your  official  letter 
you  should  require  us  to  send  a  deputation  to  that 
meeting,  I  have  no  doubt  but  our  Society  would, 
^^  with  pleasure^  accept  the  invitation ;  and  I  am 
*^  persuaded  it  may  do  much  good. — Our  freedom, 
*^  as  you  justly  observe,  depends  entirely  upon  our- 
^^  selves;  and  upon  our.  availing  ourselves  of  this  op- 
^^  portunity,  which,  once  lost,  may  not  be  recovered 
^^  so  isoon.  I  am  glad  to  discover  by  your  testimony 
^'  that  I  was  by  no  ways  mistaken  in  the  high  opi- 
^^  nion  I  always  had  of  Lord  Daer*s  patriotism :  a 
^'  title  may  be  a  bar  to  disinterested  patriotism,  but 
^^  it  seems  he  has  evinced  it  not  to  be  an  insuperable 
**one; 

^  **  You  are  right,  it  is  true,  that  we* have  had  ano- 
^^  ther  general  meeting,  at  which  a  hastily  composed, 
and*  suddenly  produced  address  to  the  King  was 
read,  applauded,  and  agreed  to  be  presented;  but, 
^^  on  a  cool  revisal,  the  said  address  being  found  to 
f^  be  more  ill-natured  than  spirited,  more  dangerous 
f*  in  its  •  language  than  advantageous  in  its  object, 
^^  besides  being  too  long,  the  Committee,  with  the 
<«  approbation  of  the  majority  of  the  Society,  have 
*'  adopted  another,  much  safer,  more  apposite,  and 
f^  relating  solely  to  the  war:  enclosed  you  have  a 
<^  copy  of  it ;  but  you  was  misinformed  tirhen  you 
^^  was  tbld  we  passed  any  resolutions  at  that  meeting, 
f^  for  we  only  came  to  one,  and  that  rather  of  a  pri- 


ce 
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^^itBte  mtiire,  namely,  that  the  comluct  of  Sir  Jaism^ 
'^  San^aon,  in  preveri#hg  the  ineetiiig  of  the  Lon- 
♦^  ;dan  Gorrespc^iding  Society,  at  the  Globe  Tavern, 
i^-  Fleet  Street,  was  of  such  a  nature  as  to  place  bitn 
**  below  our  censure/' 

Gentlemen,  the  London  Gonstitutlonal  ^  Society 
gave  their  delegates,  Mr.  Yorke  and  Mr.  Sinclair j 
eertaifi  ifostructions ;  and  I  ought  hefe  to  tell  you,i>y  ^ 
way  of  otplaiQing  tbe  effect  of  what  I  am  iifow  to 
state,  that  the  manner  of  keeping  the  books  of  the 
London .Qonslitutionar Society,  as  I  understand; it^ 
was  tbisr-^Xhe  resolutions,  mad^  upon  one  ni|^t| 
jwere  ti^en  upoa  Joote  minutes,  either  by  the  secret 
tatfj^,  or  by  othef  person^,  ^ho  act^jn  bi^  ab^encei 
or  in  his  presence,  when  he  was  not' doing  that  duty 
himself:  they  were  entered,  before  the  subsequent 
night  of  meeting,  regularly  in  the  book^  and  the 
first  thing  done  .upoti^  the  subsequent  night  pf  meet* 
ing  wtas  tjo  read  the  resolutions  whijch  were  m^d^  ^ 
VLpmi  the  former  night,  and  to  see  that  they  were 
corriw^t :  now  it  will  naturally  occur 'that' the  minutes 
may  explain  the  book,  and  the  book  may  explain  the 
tein^eis:  now,  v^en  they  come  to  draw  the  minutes^ 
.whtfodb  you  will  have  for  the  instruction  of  their  dele-- 
|;fttf9  at  a  Convention,  which  was  |o  be  held  in  Scot'- 
knd,  the  first  idea  was  to  instruct  those  delegates  to 
petition  Parliament ;  but  they  seem  to  have  recol-^ 
lected.  t^at  that  was  a  measure,  which  had  been 
abandoned  some  months  before  by  all  the  sodeties^ 
,wUh  whom  they  were  affiliated:  they  therefore  struck 
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^Moi  their  minuteo  the  purpose  of  applying  to  'Fir- 
Kdtn^nt,  atid  they  vend  instructiotiB  in  these  words: 
.  .  f  c  The  delegates  are  instruoled,  on  the  part  of  the 
<^  Soeiety^  4o  <a6Sist  in  bringing  ibrwardand  sdpport- 
^^  ing  any  constitutional  measures  for  prooarii^  VL 
y-  real  repv^seotalion  of  the  Commons  of  Great  Bri- 
<*  tain  in  Parliament— that,  in  specifying  the  rbdreis 
^toht  demanded  of  existing  abuses,  the  delegates 
^^  ougtit  nevet-  to  lose  sight  of  ^tt^  two  essQidal  prm«> 
^^  eiples,  general  $uflfhage  and  aimua!  represeiitatian^ 
f '  together  with  the  ii)ialienable  right  in  the  people 
^^  to  reform,  aqd  that  a  reasonable  and  known  <xMn- 
^^  pensation  oagtit  to  be  made  to  the  rfipnetMitaihp» 
f  ^  of  the  nation  >  by  a  national  eontribution/^  Wliat 
Qiey  meant  by  the  repmsentatives  of  the  nation,  after 
what  I  have  already  read  to  you,  I  thiitk  yon  cannot 
j^ssibly  mistake. 

'  The  ix>ndon  Correspondivig  Society  are  ysmewhat 
lioMer  in  the  instructions,  whiohthey^nd  w4til'tlMiir 
delates  to  the  €onvehtion  in  Scotland:  ybfwpH 
ikid  these  insi^uclions  are  to  the  Ibllowtng  efibet^*^ 
Sy  article  the  1st,  the  delegiite  is  instructed  ^  that 
9^  ¥ie  shall  on  no  account  i(iepa¥t  froih  ihe  tffigiad, 
^<  object  ^nd '  principle  of  ^Ms  ^SDcle^*^  9  'tt^tnely, 
^^  the' obtaining  annual  Pat4iatM(it8,  «id  ^ttiiverstt 
^^  sirflvage,  by  rational  and 'lawftilintens.     '  '        ' 

*^  2d,  To  support  the  opmions  that  represeMatSvef 
^^  in  Parliament  ought  to  be  jiatd  by  thcJt»  dmsli*. 
^*tuents. 
^^'fth,  Hi9t  it  is  the  duty  of  4!lie  people'^— li#w. 


GirMeihenL  i  i>eg  f€niff  iiuxiitioii  tar  tMs ;  W  is  tfatt 
^mGfptey'Up^mwbflNS^  the  Coiveiitfonr  of  Sciytliind 
^a&  Ibrmed^  iildn|ioii  whkbitaoted:*'' Thai  it  » 
'^  the  duty  of  th^  people  to  resist  my  dctof  Parliw 
*'  Merff,  repijgMint  M  iheotlginjil  principles  of  the 
^  dOfi^kutipny  as  would  He  m^vy  atteMpt  to  prohiMt 
^  d^ddatioq^  for  tiif&  pui^pos^f  o6  reform/' 

Gentlemen^  there  is  no  government  in  tbis  ootiiiu 
ifji  if  thi^  pfiriciple  f»  to  be  acted  ispon^  because 
ifObody  caXk  tdl  to  what  eisXerlt  it  #iK  g4> ;  and  accord^ 
itiglf  you  win  site  t^  ih^e  delegates^:  who  weM  intd 
Scotkmiv  ^b  this  authority  m  their  liinds^  carKed 
tbe  datbority  £11*  b^yoiid  the  resistamie,  Dkrhich  thef 
trere  aurborr^edi  to  malbe  according  to  liie  prineiplea 
bere  laid  dowD^,  and  they  state  ti  gteat  variety  of 
cdses;  all  tfppro^d  aftevwards^^  both  by  the  Londott 
CorrespOfiding^  a^d  thi^  €oii9titutk»ial  Sodety^  ill 
v^hich  tbe  people,  and  the  ConveotioA  of  the  people^ 
were  to  resist  Parliam^t. 

Gentfem^tl,  th^se  dooietieis  having  sent  del^gateii 
to  (^  Convention  in  Scotland,  (pi^oceed  now  to  stafi^ 
that  t^e  acfS'  of  (haf  Conventiot^y  to  the  extent  at 
leiasll  td  which  th^  delegates  fl-oai  this  dountry  wei^ig 
authorized  to  aict,  are  evidence  agsLinst  those  whd 
sent  them,  and  therefore  against  the  p^sons  hei'6 
indicted.  But,  fortber,  Ihciy  cdnM^otiioatedl  to  the 
sdcietie^  her e^  particularly  to^  the  H^rvsoner  at  (he  bar; 
their  acts;  and  the  societies  heir6,  in  distinct  resdu- 
tions,  acting  upon  consideration j  approved  thelf 
Whdle  conduct :  they  thefeforo  made  thai-  oOndaot  of 
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their  delegates  m  the  ConvenAton  in  SODtlancI,  wbe^ 
ther  it  was  agreeable  to  the  driginal  aathority  which 
was  given  them,  or  not,  their  own ;  they  adopted  it 
by  giving  it  their  subsequent  approbation. 

Gentlemeny  you  will  find,  first  of  all,  that  they 
received *a  letter  from  the  Sheffield  Society,  af&liatin|^ 
with  them,  in  which  it  was  proposed  to  determine 
like  Englishmen* 

After  receiving  a  great  deal  of  other  oorrespond- 
ence,  which  I  will  not  trouble  you  with  readings 
the  societies  here  prepare  to  send  delegates  to  Scot^ 
land.  Mr«  Skirving  sent  a  circular  letter  upon  the 
arrival  of  the  English  delegates  to  the  delegates  of 
all  the  associations  in  Scotland,  which  were  extremely 
numerous,  and  very  widely  extended ;  and  I  think 
the  delegates  of  these  diflferent  societies  came  toge- 
ther to  the  number  of  one  hundred  and  eighty.  After 
sitting  some  time,  Mr,  Margarot,  you  will  find^ 
who  was  the  delegate  of  the  London  Corresponding 
Society,  represents  to  the  body  there  met — ^'  That 
^^  the  societies  in  I^ondon  were  very  numerous, 
<*  though  sometimes  fluctuating ;  that  in  some,  part 
f '  of  J^ngland  whole  towns  are  reformers ;  thfit  in 
^*  Sheffield  and  the  environs  there  are  fifty  thpusand ; 
^<  that  in  Norwich  there  are  thirty  societies  in  one ; 
f<  that  if  they  could  get  a  Convention  of  England 
*^  and  Scotland  called,  they  might  represent  six  or 
^^  seven  hundred  thousand  males,  which  is  a  majority 
f'  of  all  the  adults  in  the  kingdom.** 

ypto  will  find  Mr..  Margarot  qioves,  tbat^  pr^ 
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ykms  to  publishmg  an  addreas  to  the  public,  a  com^ 
mittee  should  be  appoiuted  to  cx)n$ider  the  means^ 
and  draw  up  a  plan  of  general  union  and  co-opera^ 
tion'^-between  what  ?  Not  between  any.  societies  in 
the  two  nations,  but  a  plan  of  general  union  and  co- 
opetation  between  the  ttao  natiow.  In  their  cons|titU4> 
tional  pursuit  of  a  theory  of  parliamentary  reforfrif 
they  style  themselves  "a  Convention^  and  this,  Gen* 
tlemen,  is  extremely  material  for  you  to  attend  to ; 
they  style  themselves,  *'  The  British  Convention  of 
^'  the  delegates  of  the  people  associated  to  obtain 
^^  universal  suflrage  and  annual  Parliaments/'  Then 
I  ask  what  is  a  Convention  of  the  people  accord*- 
ing  to  these  societies  ?  According  to  the  proceed** 
ings  in  Scotland,  a  Convention  of  the  people  is  a 
Convention  of  the  delegates  from  these  societies  in 
Ei^Iand  and  Scotland. 

They  assert  that  the  people  have  in  them  all  civil 
and  political  authority ;  and  they,  repeatedly,  again 
and  again,  from  the  moment  that  this  Convention 
was  formed  in  Scotland  to  the  moment  of  its  disper- 
sion, more  especially  at  the  time  of  its  dispersion, 
more  especially  still  from  the  time  of  its  dispersion 
till  the  time  of  a  meeting  on  the  20th  of  January,  at 
the  Globe  Tavern ;  and  on  the  27th  of  March,  when 
another  Convention  was  proposed,  as  I  stated  at  the 
oetset,  they  repeatedly  and  in  the  most  pre$sing 
terms  state  ihsX,  now  or  never  wsks  the  tinie,  when 
the  people  were  to  meel,  when  they  were  to  act.  by 
their  own  force^  when  they  were  courageously  tp 
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pte^tt  themselves  lor  the  eveafc^  and  to  dioitr  fcfaotr 
iNrhom  they  called  their  oppreseors  and  phmderen^ 
that  they  were  a  brave  people,  in  whom  vvlour  teas 
not  eirtinct. 

Having  thus  met  together,  upoti  the  principles  tf 
the  French  system,  which  took  place  upon  die  lOth 
of  August  1 792,  they  prooeed  dinec^  to  the  FVench 
practices,  which  took  place  then  in  the  Nationii 
Assennhly  of  France^  took  place  then  because  the 
people  of  France  were  understood  to  be  represent^ 
by  a  Convention ;  these  delegates  taking  upon  them- 
eelves  also  to  he  a  G)nvention  of  the  people,  they 
instituted  Primary  Socieiies,  they  divided  the  odunu 
t3*y  into  departments  J  they  appointed  Prmrincial  uis^- 
4emblies,  they  have  Commiaees  cf  Umon^  they  thank 
lor.  patriotic  donaiions,  they  assume  an  epochs  Andjf 
appoint  a  Secret  Committee  to  be  called  together  c^ti 
extraordinary  emergencies  i  and  upon  the  98tk  of 
Kovember  1 793,  they  come  to  a  resdution,  to  which 
I  must  beg  your  most  serious  attention  ^ 

Gentlemen  of  the  Jury,  you  wiB  remember  that 
they  went  with  authorities,  which  started  to  thetn 
that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  people,  which  people  they 
tiad  taken  upon  themselves  to  represent^  to  resiA 
•any  act  of  parliament,  that  shtuld  be  made  for  a 
particular  purpose.  It  is  hardly,  I  think,  to  be  con- 
tended, that  the  great  bulk  of  the  pe<?ple  of  thfe 
country,  happy  in  their  political  existence,  as  un^ 
doubtedly  they  are,  remaifiin^  happy  in  their  poUttcal 
existeoce>  b^c^use  they  do  npt  feel  grievances  (till 
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tftfef  "^rt!  teiigfit  by  ihd1%h^t  inaustry  to  believe 
tli«it  thfey  exi^t),  I  meati  td  such  a  degree  as  to  call 
fbi-  m^a«urcs  of  this  soft,  couM  beliete  that  the  Le- 
^slalure  of  the  cotintry,  doing  justice  to  tlie  sub- 
jects, whom  it  is  bound  to  protect,  would  permit  a 
jiroceeding  of  this  kind  to  goon — yet.  Gentlemen, 
ctynfiding  so  much  as  these  persons  did  in  the  sup* 
jiosed  state  of*  their  number  in  that  country,  and  of 
those  who  were  to  be  connected  with  them  in  this, 
you  wiH  find  that,  upon  theaSthofNovember  l793i 
one  of  the  persons  belonging  to  that  Uonventiotii 
Crti^n  Sinclair,  I  think,  the  members  all  standing 
iip  upon  their  feet,  for  the  greater  solemnity  of  the 
thiVig,  ^proposes  this  resolution — '^Resolved,    that 
^  the  fdtewing  declaration  and  resolutions  be  in- 
♦*  siefted  at   the  end  of  our   mittates-i-*  That  this 
*^  Convention's—now  if  it  be  possible  to  say  that  any 
Convention  means  to  act  as  a  Convention  of  the 
people,  H  is  that  tfrWch  sets  itself  above  the  Legisla- 
tiire  in  tlie  ^ct  it  is  doing — "  that  this  Convention, 
**  6ofisidfering  the  calamitous  conBequences  of  any  act 
^  ttf  the  Legislature,  which  may  tend  to  deprive  the 
**  tvhole  or  any  part  of  the  people  of  their  undoubted 
^  right  to  meet,  either  by  themselves  or  by  delega- 
*^  tion,  to  discuss  any  matter  relative  to  their  com* 
^^  mon  interest,  whether  of  a  public  or  private  nature, 
**  and  hoMing  the  same  to  be  totally  inconsistent 
^^  with  the  first  principles  and  safety  of  society,  and 
*^  also  subversive  of  our  known  and  acknowledged 
'^^  constitutional  4iberties,** 
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Gentlemen,  permit  me  to  call  your  attention  to 
thisi^.  that  this  declaration,  in  its  principles,  foUowa 
the  instructions  that  they  had  received^  that,  if  any 
attempt  was  made  to  bring. in  a  Conveotjon  bill,  they 
were  then  to  do  so  and  so.  They  then  proceed  thus 
— ^'  Do  declare  before  God  and  the  world,  that  we 

shall  follow  the  .wholesome  example  of  former 

times,  by  paying  no  regard  to  any  act,  which  shall 
^^  militate  against  the*  constitution  of  our  country**— »' 
That  is  saying,  that  the  will  of  the  Legislature  is  not 
a  better  judge  of  what  is  an  act  against  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  country,  than  the  affiliated  clubs  at  Edin- 
burgh-—^' and  shall  continue  to  assemble  and  consider 
^'  of  the  best  means  by  which  we  can  accomplish  a 
'^  real  representation  of  the  people/'  is  that  a  Parlia- 
ment?— ^^  and  annual  election,  until" — ^what?— ^ 
**  until  compelled  to  desist  by  superior  forqe. 

"  And  we  do  resolve  that  the  first  notice  given'*-^ 
The  first  notice— Parliament  is  not  even  to  discuss 
the  thing ;  but,  if  an  intimation  of  it  is  made  in 
Parliament — •'  That  the  first  notice  given  for  the 
^'  introduction  of  a  Convention  bill,  or  any  bill  of  a 
"  similar  tendency  to  that  passed  in  Iridand  in  the 
'^  last  session  of  their  Parliament,  or  any  bill  for  the 
"  suspension  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  Act,  or  the  act 
^'  for  preventing  wrongous  imprisonment,  and  against 
'^  undue  delays  in  trials  in  North  Britain,  or  in  case 
^^  of  an  invasion.'* 

Gentlemen,  I  call  back  to  your  recollection  the 
letter  of  Skirving — I  call  back  to  your  recollection 
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not, only  the  lettefr  of  Skirving,  but  that  th<  troops 
of  liberty  were  promised  to  be  sent  with  bayonets  and 
pikes  from  that  country,  which  at  this  moment  was 
likely  to  invade  us-^*^  or  the  admission  of  any  foreign 
**  troops  whatsoever  into  Great  Britain  or  Ireland*'— 
If  the  Parliament  of  this  country,  for  the  purpose  of 
protecting  itself  against  that  foreign  invasion,  had 
brought  these  foreign  troops  into  Great  Britain  or 
Ireland,  not  being  the  troops  of  a  nation  with  which 
we  were  at  war,  this  Convention  of  the  people  was  to 
act  upon  the  introduction  of  such  foreign  troops  in 
the  same  manner  as  they  would  act  in  case  of  an  in-* 
vasion  by  those  who  were  at  war  with  us — ^what  is  the 
construction  that  follows  upon  that  ? — that,  even  if 
foreign  troops,  to  meet  the  exigence  of  an  Invasion^ 
were  introduced — what  then  ? — ^^  all  or  any  one  of 
^<  these  calamitous  circumstances**«-rwhy  calamitous  ? 
they  might  be  necessary  for  the  very  existence  of 
the  country — '^  shall  be  a  signal  to  the  several  de» 
'^legates   to  repair  to  such   place  as  the  Secret 
'^  Committee  of  this  Convention  shall  appoint,  and 
*^  the  first  seven  members  shall  have  power" — to  do 
what  ?— to  do  that  exactly,  which  a  National  Con- 
vention in  France  would  do—"  to  declare  the  sit- 
*'  tings  permanent" — why  ?     Because  the  duly  con- 
Mituted  Legislature  of  the  country  had  dared  not  to 
do  an  act,  but  to  entertain  a  deliberation  upon  doing 
an  act — the  first  notice  was  to  call  together  this 
Convention,  and,  being  called  together,  their  sittings 
were  to  be  perm^netit. 
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6eht]eti\ett,  Art  the  pattm  io  this  Cdiiveniion  in 
Scotland  soch  men^  as  would  think  of  bringing  them" 
selves  t<^ether  to  decki^e  their  silting  permanent 
upon  sueh  a  groundf^  id  they  st^rte  b^re,  Mmety^  th^ 
Legi^ture  of  h  great  oborttry  acting  in  the  execu-. 
tion  of  the  ^eat  duties  which  belong  to  tlie  Legis^ 
lature  of  that  tounti^y^  without  supposing^  by  that 
aolemn  <feclaratfanj  that  they  could  make  their  meet-* 
Jng  efFettual  by  the  acts  which  were  to  ht  carried  on 
for  the  purpose  of  preventtng  that  Legislature  from 
deliberating  iipon^  such  duties  >    By  what  acts  couM 
it  ht  done  bot  by  exerlion^^  afs  they  atyle  them,  in 
fhe  manner  of  theh'  fort&thers^  by  force  )^    By  affi* 
liated  societies,  exerting  their  physical  strength,  that 
physical  exertion,  which  Mr*  Bark>W  observes  is  tA 
be  preceded  or  predttded  by  spreading  tfseful  know- 
ledge, arnl  that  useful  knowtedge  being  that,  which  i^ 
to  beat  down  the  existing  authority  of  Kir>g,  Lords, 
and  Commons. 

^*Tb«  Conv^tion  therefore  resolve,  ^t  eadh 
**  delegate  inii»edia*ely  on  his  return  home  do  cort- 
**vene  his  constituents,  and  explain  to  them  thfe 
*^  necessity  of  electing  a  delegate  or  delegates^  an4 
*^  of  establishing  a  fund  without  defc^,  against  any 
^'  of  these  emergencies,  for  his  or  their  experrse,  and 
^  titet  thfey  do  instruct  the  said  delegate  or  delegates 
•*  to  hold  themselves  ready.** 

Gentlemen,  you*  dee  whdt  they  expected  from  th* 
liCgislature — ^they  knew  that  what  they  were  doing 
ought  10  provoke  the  Legislature  to  da  what  they  ' 


metmt  to  forjbid  ^  l^gisl^ur^  to  4p  :  and  they  in-^ 
struct  their  del^gat^  or  delegat^^  to  bdd  themsely^ 
ready — '^  to  dep^^rt  at  onip  hour's  warning,'^  WpU 
inight  Mr.  Skirvjng  sjay,  tb^t  a  fnanth^s  delgy^  on^ 
fh^  whole  uf^s  lost :  well^^jiight  Mr.  J^zx^y-^y^whsi^ 
be  says  in  latere  I  sh^U  profdupe  presently,  tliat.  if  >h* 
opportunity  is  )ost  qpw,  it  13  lost  ipr  ever — we  Viv^ 
act  now,  or  we  never  caan.  Hfiyiog  9ome  r^pasi  tp 
suppose  that  this  Convent  ion  woajiM  be  disp^rsedi 
th^y  tben  with  grjeat  pgA^n^iiity  c^flx^  tp  aijrtber  rfi§P 
iution:  .        .  , 

"  That  this  Qiom^nft  of  ajiy  ill^aj  diapers^  of 
^^  the  Briti&h  CkHivendtion  shall  bp  considered  las  91 
'^  aummons  to  th^  d^gfi^fls  to  .repair  to  tke  place 
^'  of  metetiog  appoint($d  (qt  th^  jCpnvnention  of  ie9ier«^ 
^^  gency  by  the  Secret  Comn)ttte£;«  aq4  that  the  1^ 
^^  ctet  Conamittee  b^  in9truQt^d  without  d^lay  to 
'^ ,  proceed  to  fijt  the  pluce  of  mp^ti^g."  Gentleai;cn, 
lifter  jthese  re^utiQUfi  it  b^ff^^Q^^ .  pecessary  to  do  ? 
Iktle  more^  that  is,  to  deoUre  vpon  ii^t  principles 
tbia  Cbnventioo  existed.  Now  jowirk  the  principjea, 
Qxd  do  yoqr  QOivitry  justice :  .^pply  50  much  of  the 
fifaeervations  that  I  have  omde  to  yoU)  a^  are  worthy 
ybar  attention,  to  what  I  have  before  stated  as  tl^ 
necessary  connextpR  between  the  pri»c^)Ie  and  prao- 
jkice  of  Mr.  Paine,  and  of  these  aocieties^ 

Oentlemen,  tiiiese  principles  brought  together  th^ 
Fitenoh  CooventioD-^wfaat  it  the  practice  tbeuy  th;^ 
Axm  out  of  tise  principle  ^  Why,  it  is  the  assembUipg 
isf  JLCocMreiitiioa  upon  principles  obUgii:^  it  toi^it  &r 
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the  purpose  oF  declaring  tliat  the  Legislature^  shall  do 

nothing  bat  what  they  liked :  that  is  to  all  intents 

and  purposes  a  National  Convention  ;  if  not  a  Con- 

veiition  for  an  eternal  inform,  at  least  a  Convention; 

that  prohibits  the  Legislature  to  do  any  thing  but 

what  is  agreeable  to.  them.     Then,  having  met  for 

the  execution  of  the  practice,  they  proceed  imme^ 

diately  to  the  declaration  of  the  principle — ^bat  they 

do  not  proceed  to  a  declaration  of  the  principle  tiH 

they  have  done  that  strong  and  solemn  act,  which  I 

have  stated  :  then  they  resolve  "  that  a  committee 

•^  be  appointed  to  draw  up  a  declaration**-*-This  is 

France  exactly — It  is  the  South wark  Society  in  1 7ffl 

^ — ":a  declaration  of  the  natural  imprescriptible  rights 

^*  of  man>  and  that  the  same  be  prefixed  to  an  ad- 

^*  dress  to  the  people  of  Great  Britain.     That  a 

**  cbmnlitiee  of  observation,*'  that  is,  for  the  better 

effectuating  the  purpose  that  they  had  before  de- 

t:lared,  'Vbe  appointed  in  London  to  give  the  earliest 

^'  intimation  of  any  motion  of  the  kind  mentioned'  in 

•**  the  foregoing  resolutions  to  the  different  societies.'* 

You  will  then,  find  that  they  met  in  a  place,  which 

they  call  Convention  Hall,  under  the  name*  of  the 

British  Convention y  and  then  they  are  informed  that 

the  London  Corresponding  Society  would  undertake 

to  be  that  committee  of  observation,  which,  they 

say,  ought  to  exist — and  then  you  will  find  that  the 

members  mentioned  that  they  had  thousands  of  their 

constituents  in  London,  Sheffield,  Norwich,  Leeds, 

&c.  and  that  the  Convention  was  to  look  at  itself  as 


in  its  true  nature  a  eommiUee  of  tfte  people-^that 
therefore  it  was  tfecessary  to  have,  as  they  iiave  in 
France,  Primary  Sodeiies,  who  shall  be  consulted 
— in  other  words^  that  this  Committee  of  the  People 
at  Edinburgh^  which  was  to  overrule  the  Legislature, 
was  itself  to  be  overruled  by  these  Primary  Societies^ 
these  primary  societies  themselves  being  overruled  by 
the  leaders  of  the  great  clubs,  from  which  they  ema- 
nated, and  so  forming  in  this  country  a  government, 
under  the  power  of  a  Jacobin  Club,  and  that  gdvem- 
naent  destroying  the  present  existing  Legislature  of 
the  kingdom* 

You  will  also  find  that,  before  these  persons  parted, 
Mr.  Margarot  communicated  to  his  constituents  the 
proceedings  of  this  body,  which  he  styles  always  the 
Cofweniian  rf  the  Pe<^le  associated  to  obtain  annual 
Parliaments  and  universal  suffrage.  Tliere  are  let- 
ters which  I  shall  lay  before  you,  without  detailing 
them,  stating  that  they  looked  up  to  the  London 
Corresponding  Society,  and  the  Society  for  Consti- 
tutional Information — tliat  their  active  exertions 
were  necessary  for  the  accomplishing  the  projects, 
which  they  sitting  in  Edinburgh  were  to  execute; 
and  then  the  two  delegates  of  the^  London  Corre- 
sponding Society  write  to  Mr.  Hardy,  as  the  secre- 
tary of  that  Society,  an  account  of  their  proceedings 
—they  give  him  an  account  of  that  solemn  motion, 
and  of  the  manner  of  making  it,  which  I  have  just 
been  detailing  to  you — they  state  to  him  that  they 
had  determined  to  assemble  in  Convention  in  any 
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such  case — th^t  the  apppintmcnl  of  tKe  place,  which^ 
14  a  circum^tajipe  j[  Ipegjpur  most  s^ious  attention 
to,  was  left  tp  ^  5f^W  .CoiwwilCeiff  j  ,hut  then  they 
send  to  h'®^  &n  ^cQpUpt.of  the  motbn,  inform-  . 
mg  him  ii>  the  lett^r-"-.jLhait  ^*  ktters  convey  bi* 
"  very  imfSBrfwtJy,.  >n<J  with  no  great  degree  of 
^^  safety,  ^hat  we  might  wiah  to  ui&rm  each  other 

Now  wh^t  do  you  thbk  it  is  th^t  they  do  not  mr 
form  hini  of  ii)  this  let  tier  i — ^They  do  not  inform  htm 
in  this  letter,  because  letters  wiU  not  convey  evecy 
thing  safely — that  the  Convention  was  ta  meet  in  cass 
qf  inva^H'^thsit  wiis  a  secret,  which  dui'st  act  be 
trusted  to  correisppn^enoe  by  letter,  and  faeoausie  it 
existed  in  that  modpti  ithich  was  made,  every  olher 
p^rt  of  it  being  cpencnupicated  e^en  in  a  lettOTf  they 
consider  it  pf  such  fk  naUiri^^  thAt  Uiey  deteroaioe  not 
to  insert  it  even' in  th^ir  own  minutes. 

This  Secret  GoonQnittee  haviiig  been  appodukcd  in 
the  Scptch  Convention,  the  fact  being  communicated 
to  the  I^ondon  Corresponding  Society  hy  their  dele- 
gates, you  will  likewise  find  that  Mr.  Sindmr,  the 
delegate  frorn  the  Constitutional  Society  to.  the  So- 
ciety at  Edinburgh,  was  not  behindhand  i&the  cboi>- 
munication  of  it :  he  communicates  the  proceedings^ 
and  desires  that  a  Secret  Committee  may  be  appointed 
in  that  Society.  It  was  not  king  after  this,  that  iUe 
wisely  exerted  power  of  the  magistracy  of  that  coun^ 
try  dispersed  that  Convention.  The  dispersion  of 
th^  Convention^  which^  from  what  I  have  befoce 
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stated  to  you,  was  conceived  to/  be  a  body  th^t  must 
then  do  its  work,  pr  its  work  never  would  be  done> 
suggested  tp  the  societies  of  this  country  the  neces- 
sity of  undertaking  the  saone  business,  of  undertaking 
it  at  the  same  hajsard^  knowing  that  the  project  must 
either  then  be  accomplished,  or  that  it  never  could 
thereafter  be  attempted — for  that  no  government 
could  permit  such  a  Convention  as  this  to  meet, 
when  its  nature  was  really  understood,  without  tak- 
ing some  means  to  protect  itself  against  the  conse^- 
quences  of  the  existence  of  such  a  Convention. 

Gientlemen^  you  will  therefore  find,  that,  after 
they  had  beeo  dispersed,  and  after,  in  consequence 
of  th^t  dispersion,  some  of  them  had  been  punished 
in  Scotland,  by  sentences  which  were  pronounced 
upon  oiiencesj  not  stated  in  the  records;  of  that  court 
in  so  aggravated  a  way  against  them  as  they  mighty 
in  my  humble  opinion,  have  been  stated,  that  it  then 
became  necessary  that  some  step  should  be  taken 
immediately  to  prevent  the  mischief  which  was  nie- 
ditated ;  for  you  will  find,  in  the  evidence,  proposi- 
tions in  these  societies  about  a  rescue,  which  failed  ; 
but  you  will  find  in  their  correspondence  from  Scot-* 
land,, and  their  correspondence  from  those  ships  in 
which  the  members  of  the  Scotch  Convention  were 
before  they  sailed  in  execution  of  their  sentences^ 
not  only  the  strongest  invitations  to  do  some  strong 
acts  in  this  country,  to  both  societies^  but,  on  the 
other  hand^  the  strongest  and  most  unequivocal  de« 
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ckrdtlod  t)y  both  societfes^^  iitdt  these  strong  adttf 
nicilst  be  done. 

Gentlemet),  yott  will  fiifd  thst  bdbii»  tbdy  left 
Scotland^  npatt  the  nth  of  Decei»4^r  I7p9i  them 
18  a  letter  from  Mr.  MwgAt6t  to  Mr«  Htffdjr  to  tbi^ 
effect-^"  We  reecived  your  fetter  and  feiniittttioe^ 
^^  yesterday,  aAd  shaTl^be  gbd  to  receive  modier  SQch 
<^  without  delay. 

*<  The  Cdtiyetition  y6ti  Wrtt  ftee  had'  di^I^itd  itself 
*'  permanent ;  they  are*  to  At  Itt  sc^iM  other  psrt  of 
^«  the  coutitry,  ivhicb  is  not  yet  dedared." 

Gentlemen,  Mr.  Siticlair,  th^  delegate  of  the 
Conititational  Soeiety,  cfimfe  to  London.  I  have 
before  observed  to  you,  from  a  letter  of  Gerald  and 
Margai'ot,  that  there  were  some  things  fhut  couki 
not  s&fely  be  conveyed  by  letter.  Margarot  writtt 
a  letter  frotti  Edinbeirgh  to  the  Prisoner,  hi  ivhicb 
he  Slays— «*^  My  colleague  Gerald  also  proposes  to 
*'  leave  this  place  the  liitter  end  of  this^  or  the  be- 
ginning of  the  next  \^eek :  he  will  explain  himsetf 
to  you  t  pray  send  hirti  money  for  this  journey^ 
*^*  &c.  He  is  how  gone  to  P^rik  on  wry  urgent  bu- 
^  siness.  Sihce  Sindsiir'i^  departUHi  nothing  new  htA 
^^  6ccufred,  eicept  thfe  (brmation  ^  a  Society  seiner 
^  vAittt  M)Out  the  Grampiah  Hil!s**:-^ht&  »b6ws  th6 
^irit  of  fraternization^^"  ttifey  hafte  ah-ettdy  made  i 
*^  8Ubsc*lpl!an  tfatvards  it :  itg^in  #e  ifre  itrterraptedi 
^  ^nd'Kfcef^  to  lefse  the  poii^  vmless  I  dispfttdh  tfeift 
♦^  irttnedS&trfy." 
Upon  the  22d  of  December  1793<^  anoAer  letter 
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j§  W^^  tq  %.  Hardy  by  the  ^ame  geiUleman, 

Whifh  pr^b^bly  led^  in  some  degree,  to  the  transac- 

ti^QA  that  I  YijB^e  to  stfite^  as  having  passed  in  January 

^04,;  fpr,|  after  statipg  what  bad  happened  to  hioir 

1^1^  ip^  SoQlland^  he.  i^ays-r^^  Sheffield  has  o.n  this 

*^  999*^^0^  exhibited  a  most  n^anly  spirit**-r-The 

^h^^Id  Society  had  at  that  time  sent  oqt  some  ex* 

$^.$,iY9ly  ^fQPg  i9e|solutions^  which  ][  shall  give  you  in 

evidence  in  the  course  of  this  business — ^^  I  am  ex« 

tr^mely  mprtifie^  tq  find  so  great  a  difi^^r^nce  be* 

|w$ei|  thetiji  and  the  London  Corresponding  So** 

ciiety ;  it  i4  not  hpwever  too  late.    For  God's  sake 

cend  forth  ^om^  yery  strong  resolutions,  and  above 

f^  fi\,  t^lk  of  impeachments,  ^nd  of  petitioning  the 

.^^  ISLing  to  remove  from  (hejr  offices  those  persons 

•f  lybQ  have  thus  violated  the  laws  of  the  realm." ' 

You  wi)I  find  from  a  letter  of  the  24th  of  Decenv* 
}^^  that  Margiirot,  a  de^Iega^^  froni  the  Ix>ndpi!i 
pppiipty^  a  delegate  of  Norwich,  and  a  Mr.  Bro^n^ 
^h(>  wfis  the  delegate  from  Sheffield,  had  gpne  to 
f  ^tep4  a  ^eral  i^eeting  of  the  Society  of  the  Friends 
l^f  ^rieeclon)  ip  East  l^thjan,  and  then  the  expression 

* '       *  '       •       •     '  .      •     ' 

^^  V9^fhy  9f  f^P?^^y!t  9T  ^^^^^^v^jt  lose  it.    The  op-* 

*^  l^ttipn  of  pur  adversaries  is  den^on^tratjon  of  the 
*j»)fiety  an4  ^ffipacy  of  the  metmis  w^ich  we  h^ve 
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V  «^9^f^  ^  obtoin  it." 


Decfsipbnr  1793^  youwnH|nd 
Mr.  Maipax>t  states  that  Mr.  G«ndd  wfis  eon?  to 
WH  Mi¥  .bW»lf  ??«d  J?een  in  East  Lpthj>n  j 
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that  they  had  been  well  employed ;  that  they  must 
send  out  spirited  resolutions;  and  you  will  find,  that, 
Apon  the  nth  of  January  1794,  Mr.  Hardy-  writes  i 
letter  to  Norwich,  relative  to  the  proceedings  t  have 
now  been  stating,  the  Constitutional  Society  first, 
and  the  London  Corresponding  Society  afterwards, 
having  in  their  ppblic  acts  approved  every  thing  that 
this  Convention  had  done..  Mr.  Hardy*s  letter  runs 
thus : 

"I  have  just  received  a  letter  from  Citizen  Mar- 
^^garot,  at  Edinburgh,  with  some  of  the  Edinburgh 
^  **  Gazetteers,  where  you  will  see  that  Citizen  Skirving 
"  }S  found  guilty,  and  sentenced  for  fourteen  years 
^^  transportation  to  Botany  Bay.  Margarot*s  trial 
y'  comes  next ;  he  meets  it  with  great  firmness  an^ 
*'  resolution.  I  have  ho  time  to  make  my  comments 
"  oh  the  proceedings,  but  I  think  our  opponents  are 
r "  cutting  their  own  throats  as  fast  as  they  can — Now 
"**  is  the  time  for  us  to  do  something  worthy  of  men: 
"  the  btave  defenders  of  liberty^  south  of  the  English 
y  Channel^  are  performing  wonders ^  driving  their 
y  fnemies  before  them  like  chaff' before  the  whirlwind^ 

Margarot  tells  me  that  he  has  not  time  to  write  t6 

you  just  how,  but  he  hopes  to  have  time  very  soon^ 
"  when  his  trial  is  over^  and  iqimured  xti  a  prison* 
"  The  London  Corresponding  Society  is  to  have  a 
."general  meeting  and  an  ^nmversary  dinner  oa 
"  Monday  the  20th  instant,  at  the  Globe  l"av6mj 
"Straad.'*  ^*  *    '  •  '   ' 

Gentleraeh,  yoii  will  find  that  Mr.'Margarbi,  thfll^ 
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d^l^^te^.  with  whom  Mr#  Hardy  is  thus  in.  cprre- 

?••  *  '•  • 

gp9|ideQQe,  writes  tp  the  Norwich  United  Societies— • 

**  This  morning  ten  ships  of  war  have  left  Spithead 

f*  for  the  Channel;  and  it  is  here  reported,  that  th^ 

^*  Brest  fleet  is  out.     Rumour,  always  magnifying 

**  things,  says  there  are.  seventy  sail  of  the  French  at 

**  sea ;  if  so,  there  must  be  a  number  of  transports 

^^  among  tkem^  and  a  descent  mar/  probably  be  th^ 

*         *  *  *    * 

y .QQTksequenQe'T^or  God's  sake,  my  worthy  friends^ 
**.  dp  not  relasc  in  the  cause  of  freedomJ^^-^-^Novf  what 
connexion  had  a  des<?ept  with  the  cause  of  freedom  ? 

— "^  Continue  as  you  have  begun  ;  consolidate  your 

«  •  *     • 

-^*  own  .societies'— unite  with  othersr-persevere,  and 
**  m^ke  no  dou^t,  but,  sooner  or  later,  your  endea- 
•*  vours  will  be  crowned  with  success/' 

^ ..  .GrenUemen,  J  jpprae  now  tp  sta<^  to  you  the  pro- 
ccq^ings  of  the  year  I79j4,.as  far  as  they  depend  uppji 
vrrittep  evidenoe-;  an^  it;  mi^st  be  a  satisfaction  to  tb^e 
jf^in^:M  every  man  who  hears  me,  that,  in  thye 
C9ur^e  q(  this  business,  whatever,  observations  m^ 
acisc  upgn  the  parol  evidence  that  will  be  given  yoq, 
I  jtiyt^k  you  will  find  so  strong  a  confirmation  of  all 

•you  are  to  hear  in  the  written  evidence  that  is  to  be 

.laid  before  you,  that  these  observations  cannot  pos- 
jsibly  .ini^lead  3^011  from  coming  to  the  true  conclusion 
Uppn  the  whole  of  the  evidence^  whatever  that  may 
be. 

•      '  '  ■  ....  •  .  , 

O^ntlemen,^   the  Constitutional   Society,    having 

sent  their  delegate  to  the  Scotch  Convention,  you 

^JH^fjljjl .  t^t,  ,9t.a  ipeeting  pf  the  17th  of  Jan^uary 
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1^94,  the  following  resolutions  iVere  'totxit  to,  tb 
which  I  must  desire  your  particutai*  kttebtioh,  hibt% 
especially  as  thierie  are  some  fcirctfnfj'stancfes  Ifelbttjglng 
to  the  coiVi position  of  those  re^cAutibWs,  ^Kidl  iippter 
to  me  to  "be  worthy  bif  atfenfion.  1  hWe  bfef6re  ibid 
'  you  that  these  VesoliUions  werfe  USualfy 'drawn  tfbm 
niinutes— the  original  minutes  still  exi^t,iiha  pfet'h^ps 
they  sbow  that  discretion,  with  which  ihe'h  «^^6iii6^ 
times  a1>le  to  state,  in  different  ways,  p'f eclsely  the 
same  thing :  I  say,  th^tt^ese  resdluttoh^  bif  thfe  f^th 
of  January  1 794,  were  meant  ib  '6xcitfe  the  'Subject 
of  thts  couhtVy  to  resistance. 

'*  Resorved,  That  law  ceases  to  ^  a'h  b^jfeck  of 
*^  obedience,  whenever  it  Becbih^  lUi 'ihstifuinetit  of 
**  oppression. 

« Itesolvied,  thWt  we  ridtl  'tb  Wbd,  With  'the 
'^'  deepest  satisfaction,  tlie  merited  Uth  bYlAftififk* 
"  mous  Jefferies,  once  tbrd  Chief  jTostie^  of  ^n^^ 
^^Wd,  who,  at 'the  iaefa  of  the  glbrious  R^oldtiob, 
^^  for  the  niany  ihiquitouis  ^ent£n(i^8  "Which  be  hnil 
'^passed,  was  torn  tb  piedelsby  a'brkVe  atidtn^uV^ 
"  people."  This  is  applied  to  thfe  Jttdge's  cff  Scot- 
land,  wtio  executed  the  laW  up6ti  sudh  fdbts  'a  I 
have  been  stating.— '^  That  thote  ivho  imft^  ^Ms 
^^  example  deserve  his  faite''— thi*  IsbA  Wf  Intilteatibb 
might  have  a  tendency,  I  hope  HhAd  tibt,  t6  piit  in 
any  peril  those  who  did,  in  the  regular  course,^  'littd 
in  tlie  due  course  of  their  jjl^dipial  duti^s^  pli^l!hoBe 
sentences,  tb  which  these  f-e^bl^^ions  jBHode. 

''  That  (he  twe^a^  though  it  itnay  divkte^cdliiK 


"'^iries,  opgbtiwt,  ao4 i^oqs not,  ^akea separatioo 
jbotwi^en  ibpse  f^rinqples  ^  common  ,aev,exHy  in 
.which  f^glififhmyeu  and  Scotchmen  aree^OAlI^  in- 
^^  Aei>esibeid ;  iliat  if^astice  In  .Scatlonid  is  ir^^u&tice  in 
^  £n^w4 ;  and  4^bat  rthe  safety  .of  Englisbtnen  is  en-> 
<^  daugered,  .wfae^ver  theur  brethren  in  Scotland^ 
^^  for  a.  conduct  whipb  entitles  them  to  the  approha* 
^^*tion  of  di\  u;Me,:and  the  support  of  all  J)rav€  ww, 
'*'  Am  '$en(eaoed  to  Botany  Bay^  a  punishment  hither- 
^  ^  to  in^\(^t^.  only  on  rfelons. 

"  W^dX  we  s^  with  xegret^  but  we  see  without 
^^  £mr^  ithait  the  jperipd  is  ^  ^pcoaching  .when  the 
*'  liberties  of  Britons*' — this  wag  injanuaiy-—^*  most 
.d£f^4 !  pot  upon  TQsisQn^:to  which  they  ,havie  'long 
^pfi^ldd^  ^T  Qii  Al^ejr  ,p!Owers  of  f^xpre^ing  it, 
^^!bt|t)on  t^fik  ficni  apd  aanda\i»ted  xesolutiqn  to  op- 
pose rtyrsnny  by  the  pajne  ineans  hff  whiidi  jit  is 
e^efQ^d,"  ,Nqw  rwbat  is  the.tyranay  ?  Tbe.exQr- 
4isei<^'^he(fQgukr  go^roment  of  the  country.  What 
i3»&e  m»n8.by  wliich, it.is»exqipcis^d.?  ThjB^j}pU<fa- 
^tionipf  ihe  fur«e  >pf  the  cp^n,try  in  support  of  tjhe 
)gm(e;ranHt4t «f  ihefijquntry,  W^hat  iathis  lyespiutipn 
then  ?  Why,  that  ,4he  jpieans^hich  the  ,Gpvernpff^nt 
'  takosin  8he  regular  ^wrpiise.pf  its  .functions,  ought 
•now^(hea:^si^ted-'-r^**W.e  sjee.it  with  rragret;,  btit^do 
'♦*  aiot  ^^i^  \t  .with  fany  rfear." 

^3^ bat la:breaQh^of /allegiance  .was  contemplated  3100 
can-hayje  np  donl^t,  :.for<yQu  will  jsee  in  the  original  of 
(thfs,  tthat^t  .^tood  thus:  that,  'Vas  ^allegiance  and 
^'  priotectiQUvare  recipi^cal^law  ceaaes  to  be  ^object 
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^'  of  obedience,  whenever  it  becomc$  an  instrumient 
*'  of  oppression.'* — Couple  that,  as  it  stood  originally^ 
with  the  third  resolution,  and  what  is  it  ?    Why,  it 
is-^That  the  protection,  which  was  due  from  him  to 
whom  allegiance  is  due,   has  not  been  afforded: 
therefore  allegiance  is  no  longer  due.     *^  We  see 
f  with  regret,    but  we  see  without  fear,    that  this 
period  is  fast  approaching,  when  the  liberties  of 
^'  Britons  must  depend,  not  upon  reason,  to  whidi 
^*  they  have  long  appealed,  nor  on  their  powers  6€ 
f^  expressing  it,  but  on  their  firm  and  undaunted  re- 
^*  solution  to  oppose  tyranny  by  the  same  means  by 
f*  which  it  is  exercised.'- 

You  will  also  find  that  it:  stood,  "that  English- 
f  ^  men  feel  the' oppression  of  Scotchmen,  which  they 
f^  are  determined  to  resist  at  the  hazard  of  their 
"  lives.^' — ^You  will  find  the  last  resolution,  in  the 
minutes,  comparing  the  genuine  representatives  of 
this  country,  in  the  House  of  Commons,  with  this 
Convention  in  Scotland,  which  Convention  in  Scot- 
land had  taken  upon  itself  to  resolve  upon  resistance 
to  even  a  motion,  in  either  House  of  Parliament  of 
this  country,  in  the  execution  of  their  duty,  thus : 

^^  That  we  approve  of  the  conduct  pf  the  British 
*^  Convention,  who,  though  assailed  by  for^,  have. 
*^  not  been  answered  by  arguments,  and  who,  unllkei 
*f  the  members  of  a  certain  Assembly,  hav?  np  in- 
*'  terest  distinct  from  the  common  body  of  the; 
*^  people" — ^The  words  originally  stood — who  *^  be- 
*^  ing  the  incorrupt  representatives  of  many  thottsjand^:, 
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''  have  spoken  the  language  of  troth  and.firixin^ss.*** 
Can  I  make  this  Court  the  instrument  of  conveying 
|o  the  public,  what  I  confess  I  do  most  wxiously 
wish  to  make  it  the  instrument  of  conveying  to  the 
public^  as  far  as  it  is  fit,  in  the  execution  x)f.the  duly 
that  I  am  now  discharging,  that  they  nmy .  under* 
stand  mhii  it  is  that  men/ when  they  are  sbattering 
these  libels  through  the  country,  mean — '^This 
*^  Convention,  assailed  by  force,  liave  not  been  anf- 
^^  swered  by  arguments*^ — How  was  it  possible  to 
answer  those  by  arguments^  who  were  coming  to 
solemn  and  sacred  resolutions,  which  they  did  not 
even  dar^  to  put  upon  the  face  of  their  own  minutes? 
How  were  we  to  answer' those  by  argument,  who 
were  working  under  ground  till  they  had  blown  up 
the  government,  and :  then  say.  You  cannot  point 
out  that  we  have  been  acting  ill,  because  we  won*t 
tell  you  how. we  have  been  acting  ? . 

.Upon  the  l6th,  Mr.  Mairgarot  writes  again^  leav-. 
ing  them  to  pucsue  what  sort  of  conduct  they  please. 

Then  there  is  a  letter  of  some  importance  of  the 
118th  of  January,  which  is  written  to  the  person  who 
stands  at  tJie  bar-^f' We.  have  just  repeived  no» 
f^  tice  from  the  SberiflT  to  hold  ourselves  read)r  to 
f'  depart  at  an  houe^s  warning :  we  ^o  by  night ;  we 
^f  imagine  to  Newgate:  loqk  out  for  us/' 

Qentlemen,  you  will  libswise  find  a  letter  from 
Mr.  Margaret  to  Mr.  Hardy,  of  great  consequence, 
as  it  explains  many  of  the  passages  in  the  evidence 
^tween  the  2pth  of  Januai^.  1704^  and  the  time 


that  liiQse  peisoos.  we»e  appiehendod*'  iB^i:<gar«t 
mites  fmm  Edinbcn^  in.  this  imifiner  :< — '^  Aliased 
'^^  asMciatkiiis  lare^  I  perceive,  mow  $et  on  foofi  <bgr 
^^  the  rich ;  irfaerefore  »sbouki  not  tbe  |)oor  4^  4he 
^^  MtM  ?  Are  you  ti»  ifmit  patiently  iill  ti^^i^ty  tbQ«i- 
>^  >aand  Heasbns  and  Hanoverians  >come  t^  icilt  yoor 
^^  -tbrdats  ^  And  wiU  3K)u  atnetx^  fortfti  your  necks 
^*  likeJambsto  Ijie  bulchar'is  knife,  fand,  like  lambg, 
-^cofftdnt  youndlves  with  bleatii^?  iVia^  ,let  me 
-^  bear  &om  you  soon.  -  -Remembcff*  xn^ltd. Mofl&tt, 
:^  Muir,  ^aod  'Bakner,  ^nd  iail  .snfiering  4nittbrafi«** 

Gehthnidn,  npon  the  20tb^of  January  yHfg4,  theie 
w£ts a  meeting  dt  the-GIobe  Tavern;  thatiaeeting^ 
wfaiob,  you  mil  iperwit ime  to  .obaerve,  Ebrdy  Jinen- 
itioned  in  his  letter  oftiat  lyth  mi  .^nuaiy  19^> 
which  i  before  liave  spoken  xrf*,  when  ths  wd  rtke 
Xondon  Gerrei^onAingiSociety^wereto  haves  i^nenal 
meeting,  and  an  annEVcrmiy  dinner.  GenftleKKX), 
the  (MSDG^dingB  df  that  day  mH  deaeare  jKKir  *very 
panttcviar  attention. 

^^  At  ia  general  tneeiing  3of  the  lioadoo  <3orre- 
^''Spcmiliilg  Society,  beid  at  the  'Gjdsie  Xavern^ 
^  Sti^nd,  on  Mpnday  the  a&th-day  of . Jannaiy  17 ^» 
^^  <^i£e9i  John  Mtrtin  ii^  the  dhah-,"— nwhen  I  istate 
this  to  lyou,  I  ^vght  to  tsay  that  I  i shall  jprove  the 
Prisoner  to4fiave  been  ipresent,  or  to  havetbeai  iCon- 
nected  With  «all  tbe  /tmnsacttooa 'that  J  have^been 
stati^gwu^^  the  foUo wing  address  ^to  the  people  of 
^\  Great  B  r i^i  n  and  Itieland,  was  read  iand  agreed  to : 
:*'i  Citizens,  We^iind^the  nation  invoked  on  a  war. 
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^  ^  Whfcfa,  ^ 'flib  totkvie  <!>f  o'cte^itipiri^,  iMHMsd 
**'  iiamb^  of  ouV  oi^uidtryhieti  %avie  i)teh  iHatighVeHfed ; 
^  'a  vftst  'ekpensb  has  been  tncttrr^d  i  "bnrtrMe^  VMUh- 
*'*merce;  and  'irftitnrfactorieb  art  Almost  dtiJ*fi*jr«d'; 
^iihd  many  df  duir  ttia^uYactarf^'  bhd  ^t^siMfe 
*  ttriijea,  itid  thdi- finrffies  ttarviog. 

"lb mid  to  ourii^idtidii,  iireha*ifrWisafri!l!^«f- 
<'  pect  that  other  taxes  will  soon  be  added  ^O  the  iit- 
'^  Wl^r^e -Idaft  '6f  imp6stS  'And'  fthitosltiofis,  with 
**  "which  we  trfe  'dlrfeady  5Verwh^m*d,  Tor  the  ptir- 
"^l^cttee  of  defitjrittg  tihe  <!x^)«ifses  -WhteH  ^avfe  "beed 
**  iVidmrfed  Jti  "a  ^fruiftess  crtisade,  'td 're-'estslbTSh  ^e 
**  odious '^lespbtlsto  of  France. 

«  Whdn  we  cbnteftijilatfe  fhfe*^riWtfp1«B  bf  thiis  war^ 
«  ^e  corifess  bufSfelves  'to  }ik  'tihAfe  fb  'approve  df  it 
^  as  a 'tti6a;siire  'e?th^r  bfjastiieor  discretion  ;  iand,  ff 
*'>veare  tofbfrti'Our<Jalc'uWtiohoff  ftie  result,  from 
*'  what  has  already  passed,  we  can  only  look  forWar^ 
''•  to 'iSeftift,  and  the  eternal  disjgraee  of  tile 'firitish 

'**  'W'hile  'ife  are  thus  engaged  in  'an  extfeiiiiVe  anH 
'**  ruinods  foreign  \ttr,  our  6tit)e'at-hOme  is  nbtleis 
^'d^orabte. 

•"  Wfe  drfe  tMi^  %  ^dlil  %  fliose  ■pei'sons  who 
**We  tnt^restei  in  suppdrtitig  (htecbrrdjitron  list, 
'**'flnd  an  'inntiiBerible  h6kt  -^sinebufe  placemen, 
*<  th^t  the  tonstittktidn  cff  1gt%l»nH  iis  the  perfection 
**' of '^hntAan'wi^bth :  th)dl  ba'r']!a«s^(we  shbnld  ra. 
'*^'iMr6!ty  iheir-fe^s)  'ate  the  'p&iOtitlon  of  justice ; 
'^'iiidtUbt  their  cdtnhihti^ibh 'dr-'ftiote  1&v»8  is  so 
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^/  impartial^nd  sp.ready^  a^to  aSprd . an, iqvtal  remedy* 
*5  both  to  the  ricfi  and  to  the  jtpor,  bj^  means  of, 
V.  wh^ch  we  are  said  to  be  placed  in  a  $j;^te  of  absolute^ 
^*  freedom,."*— The  jpaper  then  goes,  on  and  reaspn* 
up9]>  the;  state  of  the,  law  in  this  p^oijptry^  under  aa 
exposition  of  Magn^  Charta^  whieh  gives  ^  nearly, 
thet^ri^e  meaning  pC.  it  as  a  iK|{|n  would  give9.\yho  bad 
never  ?een  it.         :  , .  -,.  .    '  .   ,,  -., 

^  V,  If  we  look  to  Ireland,  we  find  that  acknowledged 
privilege  of  the  people  to  meet  for. the  support  and 
protection  of  their  rjghts  and  liberties,  is  ^ttemptn 
pd  by  terror  to  be  taken  a\vay^  by  a  late  infamous 
act  of  Parliament,"— rThat  was  an, act  to  preveQt 
Convention  by  delegates  vyith .  danjgerpus  objects^— 
^*  WhU[st  titles  of  h*t)qo.ur-r'no-rbut  of  dishonour^ 
•*  are  lavished,  and.  ^evy  sources  of  corrqption  opened 
."  to  gratify  the  greedy  prostitution  of  those  who  arc 
:^*  the  instruments. of  this  oppression,  .  » 

-  -  **  In  Scotland,  the  wicked  hand  of  power  h^s  been 
"  impudently  exerted  without  even  the  wretched  fprr 
*^  mality  of  ai>  act  of  Parli^ment/'-rr-A  piece  of  pacch* 
^ment  Justice  they  call  an.  apt  in.  th/e  Convention  of 
ScofeJand. — ^^  Magistrates  have  forcibly  intruded  inJU> 
.  *'  ^hg  peaceful  and  lawfuli7^eeting3.ofJfreei:nen,  and  by 
*^  fo/;ce.(not  only  without  law,,  b,ut  against  law)  have, 
**  uftd^r  colour  of  magisterial  office,  Jnterrppted  their 
deliberations,  ^nd  prevented  their  association.     , 
M'The  wis<|om  and  gopd,  cQnduct  ojf  the  British 
Convention  in  fldinburgh  has  been  such,  99.  to  defy 
^  **  their  bitterest ^pefloies  tomta^  the  l*w  whi^|i»|hey 
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•*  have  broken  ;  notwithstending  which,  theirpapers 
""  have  been  seized  and  made  use  of  as  evidence 
■*'  against  thetn,  and  many  virtuous  and  neritorious 

*f'  individuals  have  been,  as  crueHy  as  unjustly,  for 

**  their  virtuous  actions,  disgraced  and  destroyed  by 
'**  infamous  arid'  illegal  sentences  of  transportitton -; 

^'  and  these  unjust  and  wicked  judgments  have  been 
""•^  executed  with  a  rancour  and  malignity  never  before 

•'  known  in  this  land  ;  our  respectable  and  belove*! 
'  *'  fellow-citizens  have  been  cast  fettered  into  duri-^ 
■^^  geons,  amongst  felons  in  the  hulks,  to  which  they 
'"  **  were  not  sent'toced.  ;  '•     -  ^ 

'*^'  Citizens,  We  all  approve  the  sentiments,'  and 

•  '    '  >  • 

"'*  are  daily  repeating  lYU  words  for  which  these  oUr 
^"^*  respectable  and  valuable  brethren  are  thus,  unjiistly 
'**^  and  inhumanly,  suffering;  wedb  associate"— mark 
^the  expression-^^*  in  order  td  obtaiti  a  feii^,  fiH2e,'aftd 
^^^  full  representation  of  the  people  m  a  house  of^r^al 
•/*  tiational  rc^esentatives/'— ^N6#,  did  the  Convetfi 
*tiori  at  Edinburgh  then  associate  for  the  purpoSe  to 
'tibtarn  a  fair,  free,  and  full  rcfpresentatioa  of  the 
'pedpfe  irf  a  house  of  real  national  representatives  ?  If 

they  did,  they  associated  to  form  that  house  of  real 
"representatives  upon  this  principle,  that  they  wer6, 
^as  Mr.'  Skifving  calls  them,  the  people  in  Scotland, 

that  they  wg-e  to  affiliate,  and  to  associate  themselves 
'"^with  societieis  in  England ;  and  that,  in  that  state  of 
"affihatioti  and 'association,  holding  a  Convention,  as 

they  call  it,  of  the  People,  from  delegates  of  these 
^societies,  and  not  from  the  people-^lo  do  what  ?-^ 
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w}}^tq  nifet  ^s  ap  Asle^nblj,  w|aich  Aj$seii]|blj{  was  ta 
control  ttue  operations  of  Parliafn^nt ;  of  ^hat  Parlia* 
m«nt,  which  ipust  be  the  represefitati\sea  of  the 
Qpmmons  of  the  ^^tipn  ;  £^n  expres^iofi^  wh^e]|^  hgf 
tjkie  way,  they  iiever  used^  adopting  generally  terqis 
of  a  different  imports  ^^  ^e|d  Nf^tiwal  Repress ta- 
"  Uvea.'' 

^^  J^e  we  s^lso  willing  to  be  tresiled  ^Si  fekma  ibr 
«'  damming  this  our  inhef ent  rigl^t  ?  which  we  ase 
*^  fiet^ppin^d  never  to  fori^o  but  with  our  livps,  and 
*'  which  QQQc  hut  thieves  and  traitors*'?*-that  iSi  per« 
sons  acting  in  the  regular  execution  of  the  funcUons 
of  m^gistracy-^^'  f aq  wish  to  withhold  froin  us  ? 
'<  opn^j^qr^  it  is  ope  and  the  sa^ne  pprrupt  and  oor* 
*<  rnptipg  influence^  which  at  thjs  tixpe  dop^ineers  in 
**  Ireland*  $cot|andi  vnd  England ;  can  ypi|  believe 
^^  that  thpse^  who   ^nd  virti^ouj   Irishfpen  and 
^<  Seotcbipf  n>  fluttered  with  feloo$  to  3otany  Qay,  do 
<^  not  Qieditate,  and  will  not  attempt  to  aeize  the  first 
^^  moment,  \o  send  us  after  thenif  (fr^  if  we  hwi 
^*  not  just  cause  tp  apprehend  the  ^ame  inbtta>a|i 
^'  treatfioent,  if,  instead  of  the  mpst  imminent  dai}« 
*^  gWf  we  were  in  perfect  safety  frpn)  it,  9hpu)d  we 
^'  not  disdsan  (o  ^njoy  any  lii^erty  or  privilege  whsf«* 
*^  evsr  in  which  our  honest  Irijih  ap4  Scpt^  brethn^ 
<'  did  npt  equally  and  fuljy  psrMcipate  with  ns? 
<'  Their  c^ifse  then,  and  ours,  i^  the  sfune,  9iid  it  }$ 
«'  both  p^r  duty  and  pur  interest  ig  af^  pr  fyilp^ 
♦^  getber/* 

6#Pil«wee,  .repolM  (he  f?wr?g?ioiw  thfjlj  qefj^ 


tb  yott  ftom  Skinring^ft' letter  3  ''  will  you  vmit  tiH 
'^  faorracks  «re  erected  in  e^ery  village^  and  till  Mb^ 
^^  ifttdiaed  Hessians  and  Hanoverians  aire  open  m}^ 
Yoa  will  Qdw  see  from  the  proceedings  I  am  Btating 
tn  you,  that  the  iimi  was  come,  that  they  were  fiot 
only  uirtue$is  bat  cautageous  eno^h  to  do  an  act^ 
which  in  1792  and  ]793,  though  they  were  virtuous 
enoofb  to  dd^  tisey  were  not  courageoas  enough  to 

^^  Yoo  may  ask  perhaps,  \j  what  n)ean8  steill  we 
^<  ^ek  rcdfesS  ?  We  answer^  that  men  in  a  state  (A 
*^  dvrilxked  society,  are  bo^md  to  seek  red#e8S  of  th^ 
<^  griamnees  fhmi  the  laws,  as  krng  as  any  redress 
^^  can  be  obtained  by  the  laws;  but  our  common 
^^  Master,  whom  we  serve  (whose,  law  is  a  law  of 
**  liberty,  and  wboae  service  ie  perfect  freedom),  has 
^'  taught  119  not  io  expect  to  gather  grapes  from 
*^  thorns,,  or  €gs  from  thistle^ :  we  must  have  redress 
^^fr^vk  (fur  dwn  /dty*.**— Were  they  to  be  a  Conv«h- 
ti&si  of  the  ¥Aof\e,  then,  without  niaking  laws  ?  They 
approve  i\i6  whole  conduct  of  the  British  Convention, 
£tet  #tiu1d  Hot  let  others  make  laws,  and  yet  t^ere 
they  Hot  t»  make  laws  ? 

*^  We  mmi  have  redress  from  auf  own  lawSj^  and 
wot  from  other  laws  ?— the  laws  of  Great  Britain  are 
thus  dascHbed, — ^*  the  laws  of  our  plunderers^  enemies, 
«'  and  ^pressors ;"  indeed,  if  the  Legislature  of  their 
eonntry  were  their  pUmderens,  enemies,  and  oppres 
aors,  in  their  notions,  it  woald  be  very  difficult  to 
tofpiose,  that  they  were  to  have  redress  from  the 
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laws  of  that  Legislature ;  but .  then  it  foHdw^,  cf 
course,  that  they  meant  to  have  redress  from  laws 
made  by  some  other  body,  that  had  authority  to 
make  laws:  and  what  that  other  body  is,  but  the 
Convention  which  they  determine  upon,  must  be  left 
for  those  to  say,  who  can  find  it  out.  Itiey  go  on 
then  to  say, 

^^  There  is  no  redress  for  a  nation  cinBumstaoced 
*^  as  we  are,  but  in  a  fair,  free,  and  full  representa*: 
<*  tion  of  the  people/' — ^Npw,  here  again  liask^  what 
is  that  fair,  full,  and  free  represehtatibn  of  the 
people,  not  mentioned  to.  be  in  Parliament  i  but  if  it 
was,  it.would  be  precisely  the  same  phrase  as  occurred 
at  the. time  of  the  Commonwealth.'  fiut»  thty,  take 
upon  them  to  approve  of  the  British  Convention,  and 
to  unite,  the  two  nations  of  England,  and  Scotland,.'  to 
be  a  British  Convention  formed  by  detegatesi  from 
the  different  societies  in  this  country,  and  professing 
to  act  as  a  Convention  of  thePeopte^  Tsay^  that  it 
'  is  that  species  of  ConventioHy  ,whidi,  in  their  .opinicHi^ 
W^.a  fair^  fiee^  and  full  representation  4>f  tke^peepk^ 
in  which,  and  which  alone,  they  hopedi  fpf  that  re- 
dress, which  they  could  not  hope  for  ftom  the  Par- 
liament of  Great  Britain,  those^  Hy ho  were  their 
plunderers,  their  enemies,  and  oppressors^  CQi4d 
it: be  possible  for  them  to  suppose,  that  thejh Could 
make  Parliament  the  willing  or  unwilling  organ  of 
bringing  about  this  representation  of  the  people  to 
subsist  by  annual  suffrage  and  univei^al  repfesentar 
tlen  ?     Could  it  have  entered  into  their  ipiagination 
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that  those  whom  they  call  their  plunderers,  enemies^ 
and  oppressors,  would  ever  become  the  voluntary  or 
involuntary  instrument  of  doing  that  which  was  the 
object  of  all  these  societies,  from  March  1791,  till 
they  were  checked  in  the  execution  of  their  purposes? 
Then  follows  a  resolution  that  will  require  likewise 
your  very  particular  attentioil :  *^  Resolved,  That  du- 
ring the  ensuing  session  of  Parliament  the  Greneral 
Committee  of  this  Society  do  meet  daily,  for  the 
*'  purpose  of  watching  the  proceedings  of  the  Parlia- 
*^  ment  and  of  the  administration  of  the  government 
'^  of  this  country.**    This  was  to  be  published  :  they 
do  not  therefore  venture  to  insert  ioiidem  verbis  *that 
resolution,  which  I  hat^s  stated  to  you  was  so  solemnly 
made,  and  so  sacredly  sworn  to  in  the  Scotch  Con-» 
ventioti,  but  they  resolve — **  that  upon  the  first  in- 
*'  troduction  of  any  bill  or  motion  inimical  to  the: 
^'  liberttes  of  the  people,  such  as  for  landing  foreign 
troops  in  Great  Britain  or  Irelaod,  for  suspending 
the  Habeas  Corpus  Act,  for  proclaiming  martial 
^'  law,  or  for  preventing  the  people  from  meeting  in 
''  societies  for   constitutional  information'*— W  hat 
the  meaning  of  the  term  constitutional  is,  we  can 
judge  by  this  time-*-that  upon  any  express  motion  of 
this  nature,  ^^  or  any  other  innovation  of  a  similar 
*'  nature ;  that  on  any  of  these  emergencies  the  Ge^ 
*'  neral  Committise  ahall  issue  summonses  to  the  de* 
'*  legates  of  eadi  division,  and  also  to  the  secretaries 
*'  of  the  difierant  societies  af&Kated  and  correspond- 
'*  itig  with  this  Society,  forthwith  to  call  a  General 
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f  ^  Convention  of  the  People,  to  be  hel4  9X  such  fUz^e, 
^  and  in  such  a  manner^  as  shall  be  specified  in  th« 
'^  summons^  for  the  purpose  of  taking  such  measures^ 
^^  into  their  consideration.*'  They  oopit  the  case  of 
invasion  in  this  publication.  But  what  is  this^  sup* 
posing  nothing  had  passed  in  Scotland  of  what  I  have 
stated  to  you?  Whati  Is  the  legislature^  is  the 
rule  and  government  in  this  great  country  i^uced,  to 
this  state^  that  it  shall  find  no  protection  m  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  law  of  the  country  against  p^r- 
aons^  associating  and  affiliating  themselves  for  the 
purposes  which  they  declare  here  ?  Is  no  motion  to 
be  made  in  Parliament  for  any  purposet  whidi  thes9^ 
societies  choose  to  comprehend  under  the  t^ni^ 
^^  any  other  innovation/*  without  explaining  what  it^ 
means  ?  but  what  ?  but  that  bodies  of  noen.  are  to 
come  together^  claiming  to  themselves  the  civil  and 
political  authority,  which  es^ists  ii^  thje  naturaLand 
physical  qualities  of  the  people,  and  then  to  contend 
that  they  have  got  a  Convention  qf  the  People: f 

Now,  do  they  convene  the  people  ?.  In  f^ot^  it 
will  be  said,  nothing  like  it.  But  they  call  them- 
selves a  Convention  of  the  People.in  the.  very  tarnnk 
that  they  use:  the  summonses  are. to> go  to^th^dfr: 
kgates  of  each  meeting,  and  also  the  s^cvietarks.  of 
the  different  societies  corresponding  with,  thia^'So^ 
ciety,  and  no  where  else.  For  what  piupose.i  To 
call  a  General  Convention^  of  the,  PisopigJi  Irhe^ 
what  is  the  meaning  of  alKthat,  taking,  it  with  Jto 
context }    It  is  this :  From  your  lavKfr-^tha  h^xc£ 
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you^  oar  plunderers,  enemies,  and  oppressors— we  can 
expect  no  relief:  we  do  not  mean.td  coriie  to  you  for, 
any  :  but  we  will  watch  yoli,  and  if  you  dare  to  pro^ 
pose  an  innovation  of  any  sort,  we  shdll  call  z  fairy 
ftee,  and  full  representation  of  the  people.  Composed 
pray  how  ?  By  delegates  from  our  sck:ieties,  to  ^eek^ 
as  a  GenemI  Convention  of  thfe  People,  redress  from 
ourdwn  laws.  It  appears  to  me  that  the  reasoning 
upon  this  paper  is  so  whole  and  entire,  that  tt  is 
out  of  the  power  of  human  ingenuity  to  touch  it. 

Then  they  resolve,  ^*  That  a  hundred  thousand 
«^  copies  of  the  Address  to  the  People  of  Great  Bri- 
"  tain  and  Ireland  shall  be  printed,"  Then  they  fol* 
low  this  ap  with  the  publication  of  a  great  many 
toasts;  and  really,  when  one  mentions  such  a  thing  a§ 
toasts  in  the  triafof  a  great  national  cause,  such  as 
thii5  undoubtedly  is,  one  ]p  afraid  of  its  sinking  into 
insignificance  ;  and  yet  this  is  a  great  feature  in  this 
cause.  You  will  find  that,  previously  to  one  of  the 
most  seditious  meetings  which  was  ever  held  in  this 
cdAntry,  it  Was  thought  of  importance  enough  that 
they  should  meet  once,  twice,  or  thrice,^  in*  com- 
mltlteed,  in  order  to  firame  toasts,  which  were  best 
fiftlcttlated  to  inflame  their  minds,  and  to  urge  those 
ibi^rd,  who  were  already  Engaged  irt  these  pro- 
jects-^" Th&  Rights  of  Man;"  — "The  British 
^*  Convention  ;"-^<*  Success  to  the  arms  of  Free- 
^  dtoni,  a^inst  whothsoever  directed."  This^  is  du- 
littg^the  wMr— againM  whom  were  the  arms  of  Free^' 
dDtot  £rec«0d^  in  th^  dpinion  of  the^  p^ftt>iv$  ?  l^Mf 
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remember  they  said  that  '^  the  ElectcMr  of  Hanover 
^'  may  join  his  troq>8  to  tnutors  and  robbers ;  but 
<^  the  King  of  Great  Britain  will  do  well  to  remem-^ 
ber  thatv  this  country  is  ^not  Hanover :  should  he 
forget  the  distinction^  we  will  not/*  They  corre- 
sponded with  the  French  in  October ;  and  in  No- 
irember  1793^  they  state  to  you^  that  the  principtes 
ef  their  resolutions  are  those  upon  which  they  meant 
to  actr-^that  Great  Britain  was  now  engaged  in  a  war 
—which  they  condemned — in  which  the  arms  o£ 
freedom,  as  they  said,  had  never  been  engaged  on 
the  part  of  Great  Britain.  Then  the  meaning  of  the 
toast  is  obvious.  Another  toast  was— '^^  The  virtuous 
^  and  spirited  Citizens  now  in  confinement  for  mat- 
^^  ters  of  opinion/*  Now,  these  matters  of  opinion 
are  acts  all  done  in  the  long  tissue  and  detail  <^  a 
conspiracy  to  subvert  the  monarchical  government 
of  this  country,  under  its  {x^ent  legal  provision! 
and  limitations. 

The  name  of  Mr.  Frost  being  mentioned — ^I  mean, 
him  BO  disrespect  in  saying  this — ^but  it  is  to  th^* 
purpose  of  this  business  to  take  notice  of  it— that 
gentleman  was  prosecuted  in  this  country  for  this 
doctrine—^  No  King,  none  in  England,  I  am  for 
^*  liberty  and  equality  every  where/*  What  was  the 
consequence  of  that  ?  The  judgment  of  the  law 
of  England  upon  him  was,  that  he  was  guilty  of  au 
office : ,  he  was  punidbed :  he  has  sufiered  thalt 
punishment^  and  made  an  atonement  to  the  law  $ 
but  these  geademen^  who  sent  Mr.  Frost  wich  Mil, 
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;  to  sttate  sach  doctrine  to  Fmnce,  and  bring 
such  doctrine  back  from  France^  yoa  will  find 
they  have  a  formal  resolation  that  they  will  sustain 
this  Mr.  Frost  in  all  his  persecutions  and  prose-- 
cations.  Does  that  mean  nothing  ?  If  Mr.  Frost  is 
persecuted  for  holding  doctrines  in  the  country^ 
virhich  were  to  put  the  King  out  of  the  system^  ^  is  it 
no  evidence  of  intention  with  respect  to  those,  who 
engaged  in  such  projects^  as  I  have  mentioned,  that 
they  do  come  to  a  resolution,  in  which  they  declare 
that  the  law,  questioning  the  propriety  of  declarations 
of  that  kind,  amounts  to  a  persectt^on,  and  that  he 
ought  to  be  sustained  against  it  ? 

Gentfemen,  you  will  hear  from  witnesses,  who 
were  present,  what  the  proceedings  on  the  20th  of 
January,  and  the  general  complexion  and  nature  of 
them  were.  Mr.  Martin  being  in  the  chair,  and 
Mr.  Hardy  being  present,  who  was  a  member  of 
both  these  societies,  an  attending  member  in  both  of 
them^  I  will  give  you  Martin's  account  cyf  the  pro- 
ceeding on  the  22d  of  Jantmry  1794,  in  a  letter  in 
his  own  hand-writing,  sent  to  Maurice  Margarot,  at 
Edinburgh,  who  had  advised,  you  will  recollect,  the 
London  Corresponding  Society  to  come  to  some 
strong  resolutions—who  had  urged  that  now  is  the 
time,  that  two  months  in  Scotland  vumld  do  the  busi^ 
ness,  provided  they  did  their  duty  in  England. 

^^  My  dear  Sir,  I  dare  say  you  think  I  have  forgot 
^  you  from  my  not  having  written  to  you,  but  you 
/f  i^now  my  sentiments  so  well  that  it  was  uqneces- 
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^^  sary  for  ine>  arid  would  prohabJy  have  t^eea  np* 
"  proper  to  say  mudi  on  the  subject  of  your  ipis^ 
'^  sion'' — ^then  he  states  sbmethi^  about  priy^ 
business. 

^^  We  had  a  indetlng  on  Monday,  I  v&s  .in  the 
^'  chair*-^tbe  newspaper  gives  oor  numbers  at  500^ 
*'  but  we  were  nearer  1500:  evo'y  thing  was^dl 
'^  conducted,  that  is  to  say  r^ularly,  and  the:pro^, 
^'  ceedings  were;  tolerably  bold.  Mr«  Hardy,  I  dai^ 
^  say,  has  sent  yoti  a  copy  of  th^  addi:es8  and  r^olu- 
"  tion*  .     •  * 

*'  Your  conduct  receives  iiniy^rsal  approb^tioir'f . 
^^  and  though  I  at  one  titiie  dreaded  the  waQt  q£ 
^^  money,  yet  that  is  now  over  i  those,  ^hp  qppoa^ 
^^  the  subscription  at  first,  are  now  putUng^thairl^apds^ 
^'  to  the  very  bottom  of  their  peel^ets,  and.  sw)^  by: 
**  God  you  shall  be  supported  wilji  the  last  gAjin^ar— 
^^  we  must  have  another  general  meeting  m  achapel, 
^f  or  some  large  place,  and  declare  the  purpose  o{  a 
*'  subscription,  and  I  think  we  shall  get  plenty  of 
^^  the  needful  fbr  that  and  other  purposes^    Hc^ve- 
,"you  read  my  letter  to  Lord ——— ?  dPiyPjain-^. 
5^  clihe  to  try  the  writ  of  error  ?  what  do  thei^eotoh 
'^  lawyers  thirjk  of  it,  and  what  do  you  thi^k.af  the 
*^  legal  knowledge  of  my  .countrymen  ?     lifirnily  ])er, 
^^  lieve  that  the  law  is  the  only  science^  of  wh^f^  ^97* 
'^  know, nothing.  .t 

"  The  King  went  yesterday,  tq  meet  fus  ParKa- 
^^  ment"— so  now  we  have  got  ilaParliaaiepkpf  ours^ 
the  people  of  this  country— ^^  th«y  5ftt  till  si^  ok^i^pk 
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thk  m6tnmg :  the  pa(>ers  are  liot  out,  but  I  am 

told  only  twelve  members  were  for  peace :  I  am 
^'  glad  the  Minister  has  so  great  a  majority  within 
'^  doors  for  the  war,  and  that  the  people  have  i 
^'greater' majority  iH^ithoiit  doors  against  the  war: 
"  iht  swinrsh  rogues  had  the  impudence  to  write  5No 
**  war*  on  m  the  doors  and  comers  of  the  Houses  of 
*^  Lords' 'afnd  Commons,  and  they  had  even  the  au- 
^^dabity  to  groan  and  hiss,  while  his  most  sacred 
'^  Majesty  was  passing  to  and  from  the  House — nay, 
^*  I  am  told,  a  woman,  moved  and  seduced  by  the 
'*  instigation  of  thedeviJ,  and  traitorously  intending, 
^^  &c.  did  in  St.  James's  Park  take  off  her  patten, 
^  atid  thitew  it  with  all  her  force  at  His  Majesty, 
^^  whereby  the  glass  of  fhe  state  coach  was  broken, 
^^  ^d  His  Majesty  put  in  fear :  God  save  the  Iting, 
♦^  for  if,  &c.-^as  Gerald  says"— -there  he  leaves  it. 

•^  The -Society  is  increasing  rapidly,  both  in  spirit 
*^  atid  In  numbers,  and  the  rich  now  begin  to  come 
**  among  us,  and  to  sit  down  with  pleasure  among 
♦*  the  hdifest' rineri  with  the  Jeathern  aprons. 

*  I  coalii  write  to  you  strange  things,  but  I  know 
^nbt'biit  this'  may  be- read  by  somebody  before  it 
^'  domes  to  your  hands.**      . 

Gentlemen,  after  this  had  passed,  you  will  find 
that  that  *  \tti^  was  written  by  the  Corresponding 
Sbtiety  tb(\\<6  Society  for  Gonstitutional  Information, 
^idi  T  first  itientiontid  to  you  upon  the  27th  of 
M^rth  1794,  arid  litivv,  with  your  leave,  Ivvillre44 
e  part  of  it' to  you  a^ih. 
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.  ^'  I  am  directed  by  th(S  Loodoii  CorregpoiidUqg  So^ 
^^  ciety  to  transmit  the  foUowiiig  r^solptioa^  to  the 
^'  Society  for  ponstitutiooal  Infqrmatioi)/*  I  shoald 
tell  you  firsti  in  the  order  of  time,  that  the  %ipiety 
for  CQnstitqttQn^  Information  distinctly  adopt  that 
paper  of  the  London  Correspppding  Society  of  the 
20th  of  January  1794,.  ^s  ^eir  pwn,  ^nd  order  it  to 
be  epter^  ijpon  their  hopks ;  Jthey  approve  of  the 
inanly  sejQtiment3  pf  it,  and  they  fully  (ake  it  to 
themselves,  to  all  intents  and  purppses^  b»  if  it  had 
jbeen  a  conjuQct  meeting  of  them  both.  Then^  (he 
London  Corresponding  Society  having  held  this  lan- 
guage respecting  Jhi  Convention,  iind  upoa  the  a4tb 
of  January  the  Copsfitutipnal  Sopiety  having  adio^ted 
the  project  of  a  Convention  ^ted  in  the  address  of 
tlie  London  Corresponding  Society  of  th?  aptfr,  4nd 
the  nature  of  that  Cpnyentiop  being  a  Convention 
from  the  aiJ^iat^d  societies,  tq  ta^^e  upon  themselves 
the  charaqter  of  a  fanvention  of  the  Pt^le^  it  would 
be  surprising  in4ced  if  the  Convention,  v^hich  they 
speak  of  on  the  27th  of  Mafcb,  should  be  a  Coqv«n« 
tjon  pC  a  different  nature  from  t|»t  which  they  kad 
|)oth  agreecl  to  or  the  2qth  apd  24f\h  of  J«nu«y~ 
find  with  that  observation  I  comg;  again  to  tb»  letter 
pfthe27thpfMnrQh- 

*'  I  ?R?  djrecteid  by  the  |x)n4oii  Corr«!ppnding  So. 
''  ciety  to  transmit  the  fpllowfng  resplutiona  to  the 
f  ^  ^qi^ty  for  Consti^utio(r)ri  Ipfprnaatioii,  $nd  to  W5- 
V  quest  the  sentiments  of  thatSqciiety  rqspeqting  the 
f'  important  n^easures  which  the  presientj^nQtur^cf 
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^  affiiirs  seems  to  require.  The  London  Corre-^. 
^^  sponding  Society  conceives  that  the  moment  is  ar^ 
^  rft;«f'— -throughout  the  years  l/Ql,  1792,  and 
17g3,  they  thought  it  was  not  arrived — "  when  a 
^^  full  and  explicit  declaration  is  necessary  from  all  the 
^^  friends  of  freedom — ^whether  the  late  illegal  and 
^^  unheard-of  prosecutions  and  sentences  3hall  deter- 
^*^  mine  us  to  abandon  our  cause,  or  shall  excite  us 
'^  to  pursue  a  radical  reform,  with  an  ardour  propor* 
^^  tioned  to  the  magnitude  of  the  object,  and  with  a 
^^  zeal  as  distinguished  on  our  parts,  as  the  treachery 
^'  of  others  in  the  same  glorious  cause  is  notorious. 
^^  The  Society  for  Constitutional  Information  ia 
^  therefore  required  to  determine  whether  or  no  they 
*^  will  be  ready,  when  called  upon,  to  act  in  con- 
^f  junction  with  this  and  other  societies,  to  obtain  a 
^f  fair  representation  of  the  people,  whether  they 
^f  concur  with .  us  in  seeing  the  necessity  of  a  speedy 
^5  ConventicHi  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining,  in  a  con* 
'f  stitutional  and  legal  method,  a  redress  of  those 
^?  grievances  under  which  we  at  present  labour.'* 

Now,  in  the  first  place,  wrth  respect  to  the  words 
'f  constitutional  and  legal .  method,'*  these  persons 
have  not  much  to  claim  upon  the  score  of  theeflTect  and 
force  of  the  words  ^^  constitutional  and  legal  method,** 
which  appear,  through  all  their  transactions  of  the 
years  1792  and  1793>  and  niore  particularly  through 
the  transactions  of  1 793,  as  they  apply  to  the  British 
Convention,  in  Scotland,  to  be  thought  consistent 
vitb  the  existence  of  a  Convention  of  snch  a  chprac- 
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teras  that  had;  and^  if  it  was  their  purpose  to  Rave 
a  Convention  of  the  people,  by  summonses  to  affi- 
liated societies,  that  Convention  to  take  upon  itself 
^e  power  of  the  people^  it  is  in  vain  that  tfaey  talk.  6f 
legal  and  constitutional  methods:  it  is  in  vain,  if  the 
tiring  they  mean  to  do,  and  the  manner  of  doing  it, 
k  riot  legal  or  constitutional. — ^Upon  this  letfer,  1 
sfppreihend,  after  what  has  passed,  there  can  be  no 
doubt  what  is  meant  by  ar  Convention  :  but  it  is  not 
left  there :  for  in  the  third  resolution  they  ^tate^  iS^at 
there  ought  to  be  imtwedfeitdy  a  Comiefitian  of  the 
P^dp/e  by  delegates'* — mark  the  words-^*^  deputed 
^  for  that  purpose  from  the  different  societies  of  thH 
^  friends  of  freedom^  assembled  in  the  various  psu-fi^ 
^*  of  this  nation/*  - 

•  Then  here  is  a  Convention  of  the  same  charac^ei^ 
of  the  same  n'ame,  and  the  same  coristitntion^  as  that 
mentioned  in  the  resolution  of  the  20th  of  January 
^7y*.  l^owy  to  whom  is  this  proposed  ?  It  is  pro- 
loosed  to  that  Constitutional  Society,  which  had 
adopted  the  address  of  the  2bth  of  January  1794, 
dnd  \Vhieh  had  alSo  said,  by  approving  that  addr&s, 
ttiat  tbty  were  of  opinion  that  redress  Was  not  to  be 
dbtfiined'by  the  laws  of  England,  but  that  they  were 
to  have  r^res's  against  their  oppressors,' plunderers, 
and  enemies,  by  their  own  lavvs^— by  that  sort  of  re-^ 
pf'eii^taiiok  nf  the  people,  which  is  formed  by  a-  Con- 
vention of  th«  People,  Summoned  from  tho^  afsso- 
clflted  6'oeieties/  Then  what  follows  upon  it?-^ 
though  the  thing  is  coudhed  in  phrases  that  are  * 
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l^tle  ambiguousi  yet  ho  human  tetng>  judging  bcM' 
ne$tly,  can  domht  the  meaoing  of  it ;  it  h,  that  there 
dial!  be  this  Convention^  to  act  asa  ConTention^ 
the  people,  with  the  power  of  tiie  people,  having  alt 
civil  md  political  atrthority.  The  Ftiaoiiiet  is  snffi^: 
qientiy  involved  already,  if  sudi  a  Convention  never 
hsid  been  thought  of;  bnt  theh^  the  two  Socktte 
fdriti  a  Committed  of  Correspomdence  iind  Co-^opey^ 
tion  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  together  that  Coti* 
vention^  which  they  bad  said  was  the  onfy  m^aai,  hf 
which  Britons  could  enjoy  their  liberties^or  protect 
themselves  again^  the  legitimaie  goverimien^  df  the 
cpfnfdty,  including  in  it^  their  phindertos^  enemies^ 
laiid  oppressors.  ^  ; 

'  .Oentlemen,,  wbeni  I  lay  this. i^vidaoce  bef6re{yoti, 
i£  I  stopped  here/  i  should  he^ghdnio  tearn  why'  iMi 
is  not  A  i^tep  tidienfo]^  the  exetution^of  sueh  a;  purpose 
smi  have  before  stafted — k  step  tak^n  for  confttititting 
arbody^  or  a  stop^  t^ken  towardd^idevdshig  the  mdaM 
of  constituting  a  body  whic&  u^,  like  the  Gonii^en'^ 
ticm  mentioned  in  the  speech  of  Barrire,  to>snpertede 
the  I^slature,  to  depose  the  Kmg,  to  suf&rbhiirter; 
haw  nonexistence,  but  what  their  good  will  and 
plea^sure  would^  allow  him,  against  the  wiU,  as^ther 
langoage  of  the  Indictment  statei^'it,^  and  in  defiance^ 
of  theauthority  of  the  Parliament — to  depose  the  Kmg 
•—for,  if  these  people  have  the  govereignpowpr,  tfnd^ 
th^y  must  have  the  s^verei^n  powisr  upon  their  own 
princ1ples^~th^  King  of  Engiiand  fosinnot  have  it  in 
the  manner  in  which'  it  is  v^sted^ in  lAm  now.     He 
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was  bound  to  renst  such  a  project  as  this:  he  owed  it 
to  every  good  subject  in  his  country  to  reast  it«-«he 
was  sworn  to  do  it  by  the  solemn  obligation  of  his 
ozonation  oath-~you  cannot  therefore  contemplate 
a  case  of  his  acting  otherwise^^the  King  being 
bottod  to  resistance  for  the  security  of  the  sulgect, 
mfA  for  ^e  sake  of  observing  his  oath^  for  the  sake 
of  contii^uing  to  reign  according  to  the  terms  of  that 
oath^  acbording  to  the  statutes  agreed  upon  in  ^ar- 
itameot  assembled^  and  the  laws  and  customs  of  the 


Btiti  Gentlemen,  I  do  not  stop,  here:  you  will 
find  aiso  that  there  was  a  meeting  at  Chalk  Fiarm, 
the  particulars  of  which  I  will  not  state  further  than 
to  say,  that,  when .  they  are  read,  you  will  see  that 
that  meeting  at  Chalk  Farm  was  a  step  taken  in  the 
*  farther  prosecution  of  the  functions  6f  tjbat  Com* 
mittee  of  Co-operation — that  it  wis  a  measure  taken 
&r  the  express  purpose  of  trying  the  temper  of  the 
people,  of  seeing  what  they  could  do  by  numbers. 
That  meeting  was  held  in  April  1 794,  and  it  is  very 
lemarkable  that  it  appears  there  were  meetings  i6 
other  parts  of  this,  kingdom ;  more  particularly  it  ap- 
pears from  a  letter,  found  in  the  possession  of  this 
Prisoner,  that,  as  there  was  a  meeting  in  the  open 
air  at  Chalk  Faru),  so  there  were  meetings  elsewhere 
^ryk,  required  vigilance — it  requircid  the  interposition 
of  somis  strong  hand,  by  Parliament  or  <tf  herwise,  tp 
preserve  you  in  the  situation  in  which  you  now  are; 

}( it  be  the  wJU  of  th^se  perspns  tb«t  you  shfill  not 
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remain  in  it,  it  is  at  least  the  duty  of  those,  who  are 
to  watch  over  the  Coventry  as  long  as  it  can  exist,  th^t 
it  shall  not  be  destroyed  by  any  fault  of  theirs:  but 
you  will  find^  ther^  were  meetings  in  the  open  air  at 
Leeds,  Wakefield,  Huddersfield,  Bradford,  Btrstal^ 
and  at  various  other  places.  This  project  of  a  C!on^ 
Tention  had  been  communicated  to  many  parts  of  die 
country,  and  too  many  of  them  had  assented  to  it ; 
not  only  assented  to  it,  but  it  will  be  proved,  that 
the  Prisoner  sent  a  circular  letter  to  the  remotest  part9 
of  this  kingdom  (which  I  will  now  read),  for  the 
purpose  of  assembling  thid  Convention,  for  the  pur* 
pose  of  carrying  into  efiect  the  project  of  this  British 
Convention,  the  body  of  which  had  been  dissipated^ 
but  which  was  still  carrying  on  its  purposes  by  mea* 
sores  precisely  the  same  as  those  which  had  eiListed 
in  this  part  of  the  island* 

You  will  find  that  the  Prisoner  writes  this  circular 
letter  to  all  those  societies ;  and  the  addressing  this  cir- 
cular letter  to  all  the  societies,  shows  that  the  Con-* 
vention  that  was  to  be  called  was  not  to  be  a  Con- 
vention of  the  people  at  large,  but  a  Convention  of 
delegates  summoned  from  these  societies,  to  usur^ 
the  character  of  **  a  Convention  of  the  People.^*'-^ 
**  The  critical  moment  is  arrived"— 4nark  the  differ- 
ence of  language;  in  1793  the  time  is  not  yet  come, 
men  dre  not  virtuous  nor  courageous  ^ough ;  in  1702^ 
they  eoepected  nothing  from  Parliament ;  in  1793,. 
they  expected  every  thing  from  the  societies  in  due  time; 
and  now  they  assert   that  the  due  time,  is  come^ 
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tkcit  thefyJness  of  time  is  come — ^^  the  critical  mo« 
^  ment  n  arrived,  and  Britons  mtist  either  assert 
^  with  2eal  and  firmness  their  claims  to  liberty,  or 
^  yield  without  resistance  to  the  chains  that  loiQis^ 
*^  ta*kd  usurpation  is  forging  for  them.     Wilfyou 
^  co^apeute  with  us  in  the  only  peaceable  measuro** 
tsr^  ipery  pe^icrafale  measure  a  Convention  of  this 
aorit  l^*-*^^  that  now  presents  itself  with  any  prospect 
^  of  succesa?    We  need  not  intimate  to  you,  that, 
^  Notwithstanding  the  unparalleled  audacity  of  a  cor-» 
•<  rupt  and  overbearing  faction" — now  this  corrupt 
and  overbearing  faction  is  the  King,  Lords,   onod 
Commons  of  Great  Britain — ^^^  which    at    preaent 
'^  tramples  on  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  people  ) 
^  ow  meetings  cannot  iu  England  be  interruptedf 
^  without  the  pi«vious  adoption  of  a  Convention 
*^  bill.**     A  Convention  bill ! — this  shows  the  reasoa 
for  tbdr  resolutions  in  Scotland  about  permanent 
sittings,  and  the  meeting  of  another  British  Conven-^ 
tion,and  for  their  language,  which  they  held  upon  the 
20tlv  of  January  J  794;  ^'  a  measure  it  is  our  duty  to 
^^  anticipate*' — mark  these  words—"  our  duty  to  an-' 
^^  tioipate,  that  the  ties  of  union  may  be  more  firmlf 
^  drawn,  and  tlie  sentiments  and  views  of  the  Affw^ 
^  ent  societies  throughout  the  nation  be  comipared**— ^ 
What  was  their  object  in  this  circular  letter  i    if^ 
when  tbe  British  Convention  in  Edinburgh  sat,  tbeoQ 
had  beeci  a  motion  for  a  Convention  bill  in-  the  Vuw 
Uament  of  Great  Britain,  why,  their  object  was  theM^ 
W^paroeive>  thai  of  being  ready  at  an  hour's  ^fwmngu 


§pipmuflicatip^  ia  all  pafts  of  the  Hipg^gm  t§  their 
delegates  that  solemn  resolution^  wl[W^  h^  b^^a 
roade  in  the  Pritisjb  Convention  upp^i  the  .§th  of 
No\vexnber ;  they  were  ins^ntly^  U^fpr^^  ^Q  pi'^if^t  <^ 
sudi  a  bill  could  i^n  Farliamept  rip^  o^t.  of;  ii^\^  of 
a  ipotion  into  a  bill  oace  res^^  t^  bf^  ^fS^QI^^l^  in 
Ed^inbi^^h.  to  prevent  ^ny  su^  biU  p^fi^kigi  t^ey 
sql^^^ljr  vpwfd  to  ^9ch  othaF>  hajR4  in  ba^dj.  ^nd 
standing  up^  to  giv^  the  greater  solemnity-  to  the  4e* 
claratif^^  '^  that  the  moment  such  a  bHl  as  tli^ 
^^  was  intr<>duced  into  Parliament,  tb£^  wo^lid  rj^isf 
'^  it  at  the  hazard  of  th^ir  lives*"  Xhen  what  did 
^hey  mean,  in  this  circular  letter?  they  pie^fiJt  t^at^ 
while  as  yet  the  bare  expectation  of  a  Copv^ptipn 
bill  might  exist,  while,  as  yet,  no  notice  of  siji/^^ 
inotipo  w.a&  given  pr  beard  of  ip  Parliapient-r-tlKri::  i^ 
was  ti)eir,d^ty  to  anticipate  what  Parli^ipi;^,  ipighl 
possibly  think  of.  How  to  anjticipate  ijt?*^.tp^  ?Atici- 
(^e  it  by  means  of  a  Convention  assupjng  tb(^.cba%- 
raQtj^r  of  a  British  Convention  of  the  Peppli;,,  but 
delected  from  these  societies,  to  sit  not  at  J^ia^ 
burgh,  but  to  sit  at  a  place,,  as  jou  will  fiq^,  wUqIj^ 
tbey  durst  not  nan^e,  and  for  the  purpo^  of  cjpjn^uptrr 
iog  this. project  with  more  sj^urity,,  ^s^  yqu  %d:by 
thjs  le^^r,  to  sit  at  a  plaq^  that  W99^  t^  ber  Igept 
8gCT«t,  in  order  that  the, purppsfB  migbfe  Hftt.bft  di»p^ 
poipted.  ''  A  measure,"  tbey  ptpqee4>  sp^jj^  qf  a 
Qpn^entioh  bill,  ^^  it  is  ourduty  to.  aqticxpat^j.  t^itl 
^f^t^§;tSeS;of  uRiqnmpy.tiS.rppre  firinlj^ciopq^.  ^mI 
'<  tl^sentimenUjaRd;  yiej^^Qftfeft  ^%eRttJ8Si(tMf 
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^^  throughout  the  nation  be  coofipared,  while  it  is 
^^  yet  in  our  power^  so  as  to  guide  and  direct  the 
*'  future  operations  of  the  friends  of  freedom.  Rouse 
*^  then  to  one  exertion  more^  and  let  us  show  our 
*^  consciousness  of  this  important  truth ;  if  we  are  to 
^^  be  beaten  down  with  threats,  prosecutions,  and 
^^  illegal  sentences,  we  are  unworthy,  we  are  inca* 
^'  pable  of  liberty ;  we  must,  however ,  be  eipeditUms  i 
**  Hessians  and  Austrians" — here  is  the  idea  that 
came  from  Scotland  again — *^  are  already  among  us^ 
and  if  we  tamely  submit,  a  cloud  of  these  armed 
barbariws  may  shortly  be  poured  in  upon  us/' 
The  introduction  of  sick  men  into  this  country  for 
Ihehumanepurposeof  givingthem  that  air,  which  they 
could  not  obtain  while  on  board  a  ship,  is  made  the 
pretext  of  this  letter  for  stating  that  *'  Hessians  and 
^^  Austrians  are  already  among  us,  and^  if  we  tamely 
^^  submit,  a  cloud  of  these  armed  barbarians  may  be 
^^  poured  in  upon  us.     Let  w  form  tfien  another 
^'  British  Convention.**    What  was  that  Convention  ? 
they  expressly  state  it  to  be  a  Convention  of  the  people, 
and  a  Convention,  which  is  to  assume  controlling 
powers  over  the  Legislature.    *•  We  have  a  central 
^  situation  in  our  view,  which  we  believe  would  be 
*^  most  convenient  for  the  whole  island,  but  which 
'^  we  forbear  to  mention  (entreating  your  confidence 
*'  in  this  particular)  till  we  have  the  answer  of— 
%hom  }^^*^  of  the  societies,  with  which  we  are  in 
*^  coiTCspondence.*'    What,  is  that  a  Convention  of 
^  PiOfile?  or  of  the  sodettes  assuming  the  charac- 
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tit  of  a  Convention  of  the  People  ?     "  Let  us  have / 
"  your  answer  then."    Now,  give  me  leave  toob* 
serve  how  nearly  this  project  was  to  being  carried^ 
into*  effect — "  Let  us  have  your  ani^er  then  by  the 
"  aorii  at  farthest',  earlier,  if  possible,  whether  yovL 
^^  approve  of  the  measure,  and  bow.  many-  delegates : 
<<  you  can  send,  with  the  number  also,  if  p69^ble^ 
*^  of  your  soeieties/**  ;      .     /• 

'  Gentlemen,   this  will  be  proved  to  you  to  haVOb 
tl-a veiled  as  far  as  Strathaveh,  to  have  been  received  < 
there,  and  delegates  to  have  been  appointed  Jn  con.-:, 
sequence  of 'the  solicitation;  and  then,  as  in.  thet 
British  Convention,  in  the  month. of  November  if  99> : 
this  great  project  of  calling  together  a  body,;  which/ 
wiB  to  put  an  end  jfinally  to  the  existence  of  Parliai^t 
mebtf  was  to  be  conducted  by  a  Secret  Committee  t  *• 
because  its  operations,  its  assemblings  and  the  means r 
which  w^e  to  be  taken  for  it,  could  not  be  coaif*t 
mitted'  to  numbeirs,  a  Secret  Committee  was  then 
appointed.  This  letter  ends— «''  for  the  manageiaient 
'< -of  this  business  we  have;^  appointed,  a  Secret  .Cbm^ 
'^  mittee:  you  will  judge  liow  far  it  is  necessary  £op 
"  you  to  do  the  same/'     . 

•Gentlemen,  the  next  procee^ingi  were,  at  Chalk. 
Farm.  In  these  proceedings,  it  appears,  they  have 
^ted  to  the  Society  called  5 '  The  Friends  of  the 
^^  People/*  this  meaaqreof  a  Convention;  that  mea^ 
Ma^t  the  .Friends  of  the  People  refused  to  agree  in. 
T<ki  willr  finkl  that,  refissing  td  agree  in  that  measure, 
at  the  ^ meeting  )at  Chalk  Farm^  when  it. was  state4t 
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tkit  the  Society  of  the  Friendii  of  the  People  would 
not  Agree  in  ib^iadeedj  agree  in  it  they  oouM  not—* 
ybtt  will  find  what  was  the  reception,  which  the 
oommnnfeation  of  that  information  met  with— ^an 
univenal  groan  fraoi  a  large  body  of  men,  amount- 
sngi  I  befietei  to  a  couple  of  thousand  there  as* 
acmbled. 

Gentlemen,  this  Committee  of  Correspondence 
and  C0*6peration>  you  will  fitid,  miet;  you  wiU  find 
that  there  is  in  the  hand-writing  of  the  Pr^oner,  in 
a  wny  short  note,  an  account  of  what  was  done  when 
they  met;  that  one  of  the  first  steps  towards^  the 
acbMliplisbmetil  of  their  purposes,  was  a  commttni* 
caitibnoftbeiborrespondences  of  the  country  sooieties 
to  those  who  were  to  be  the  delegates  of  the  Caa^. 
stitudonal  Society ;  but  the  meeting  was  brdce  up  by 
the  appAliehaon  of  the  Prisoner  and  others,  ^i^ch 
healed,  ^  I  before  stated,  to  tfaiii  prosecatioab 

QtnUicmea,  I  faaM  before  told  you  that  I  con- 
cealed it  WM  eoknpetent  (w  me>  as  indeed  I  ap^- 
hend  lirithottt;  cfuestSon  it  is,  after  proving  the  eon^* 
rtoy,  to  show  tiiie  cohduet  of  the  penonsy  who  were 
parties  in  that  conspiracy,  in  furtherance  of  tbe  oon* 
spiracy,  when  it  is  {nwyed.  You  will  find  that  one 
of  the  persons  who  attended  the  meeting  of  the 
OOth  of  January  <794,  and  vi^wis  a  Very  4ctive 
nMEsmber  of  the  London  Corresponding  Society^  Sfid 
likewise  one  of  the  ComAiittde  of  GorrdipoitdetMe^ 
and  Co*opecttiohv  wfaieh  {  hanre  alhided  Id  aa  thir 
final  ^act  of  thii^  bosinfess,  oaves  htmielf  this  ao- 
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cdunt  of  the  transactions  of  the  20th  of  January  1794^ 
and  of  other  circumstanced :  this  is  Mr,  Thelwall. 

*'  It  is  with  .infinite  satisfaction  that  at  last  I  re* 
**  oeired  a  letter  from  you;  it  was  brought  this 
morning  by  Citizen  Lee,  and  has  been  delayed,  I 
understand,  this  fortnight  at  Rotherhithe  by  some 
*^  accident. 

'^  I  am  too  well  acquainted  with  mankind  to  be 
*^  surprised,  too  much  of  a  philosopher  to  be  angry 
**  afc  %Q  abuse  and  mi^presentation  of  mistakea 
'^  mte ;  but  I  shall  endeavour,  as  I  wish  to  ^reterve 
^^  tbe  good  opinion  of  a  man  whom  I  remember  with 
^^  esteim,  to  send  you  such  printed  documents  as 
**  will  prove  to  you,  that,  instead  of  having  deserted 
'<  tbiiause  of  liberty,  I  have  redoubled  i>iy  seal,  and 
^f  that  dier^  is  not  at  this  time  in  England  a  ntan  that 
^'  goes  bolder  lengths^  and  exposes  himself  to  more 
^'  daoEiger,  in  the  cause  of  liberty,  than  liiyself.     I 
"have  been  for  four  or  five  months  past  almost  the 
*^  sofieL  labourer  upon  whom  the  fatigue,  the  danger^ 
'*  and  the  exertions  of  the  London  Correspohding 
*^  So6ieties,  the  only  avowed  Sktis  Culottes  ih  the 
'^  metropolis,  have  rested;  and  have  been  othentirite 
**  sd  active  in  the  cause,  as  scarcely  to  have  passed  a^ 
"  week  without  threats  and  conspiracies  from  the 
^  Ooverament  and  its  purblind  adherents.    Ever 
**  ftnce  the  iamous,  or  infamous,  call  it  which  you 
'^  will,  proclamation  of  November  1792, 1  have  been 
^'  frequenting  all  public  meetings  whefe  any  thing 
'^  could .  be  done  or  expected,  have  been  lirgitig  atld 
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Stimulating  high  and  low,  and  endeavodriitg  to 
rally  and  encourage  the  friends  of  freedom.  I  have 
been  constantly  sacrificing  interest  and  security^ 
offending  every  personally  advantageous  connexion, 
^^  till  Ministerialists,  Oppositionists,  and  Moderees, 
hate  me  with  equal  cordiality,  and,  if  I  may  judge 
by  their  conduct,  fear  me  as  much  as  they  hate. 
For  these  four  months,  I  have  been  giving  po- 
^^  litical  lectures  and  printing,  and  appnopriating  the 
*^  whole ,  receipts,  till  the  last. fortnight,  to  the  sup- 
^r  port  of  our  delegates  to  the  British  Convention  ;' 
*f  for  the  history  of  which  I  must  refer  you  to  Citizen' 
^f  Talbot^  whom  I  have  not  seen,  but  whom  I  hc^e 
*^  to  see  before  he  leaves  England." 
I  He  then  gives  an  account  of  the  meetings  I  have ' 
been  stating  to  you,  and  of  his  lectures:  thte  he 
«ay«,    .  ^  •• 

Adieu.  '  I  will  collect  together  what  political 
papers  I  can,  to  send  to  you  when  I  can  find  leisnre: 
'^Do  write  to  me;  let 'me  know  something  about 
'i  tlie  state  of  politics  anU  society  in  America.  '  I  fear 
'Vyou  are  somewhat  short  of  the  true  Sans  Calotte 
*',  liberty;  that  you  have  too:  much  veneration  for 
^^.  property,  too  much^rfigioni  and  too  much  law." 

.  *^  I  fear  you  are  somewhat  sliort  of  the  .true  Sans  * 
*f  Culotte  liberty."    Npw,  that  is,,  that  you  have  too 
Uiuch  veneration  for  property,  too  much  religion,  and 
t^o  much  law. 

.  Gentlemen,  having  now  gone  through  the  written 
evidence, -I  am  to  st4te  to  you  sonoe  other  clrcum- 
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stmnces.  *  I  have  not  indeed  stated  all  the  written 
evidence,  because  you  will  have  written  evidence 
laid  before  you  of  stimulations,  under  singular  pre- 
texts, to  these  societies,  to  arm  themselves.  .  You 
will  find,  for  instance^  that  if  a  debate  happened  in 
that  Parliament,  where  they  meant  hereafter  to  suffer 
no  debate,  about  the  Hessians  and  Hanoverians, 
they  circulated'  among  them  papers,  and  it  will  be 
ferought  home  to  those  with  respect  to  whom  it  is 
stated,  to  this  effect — "  The  Ins  tell  us  we  are  in  dan- 
•*  ger  of  invasion  from  the  French ;  the  Outs  tell  us 
'^  that  we  are  in  danger  from  the  Hessians  and  Ha- 
^^  noverians:  in  either  case,  we  should  arm  ourselves.' 
**  Get  arms,  and  learn  how  to  use  them/* 

You  will  likewise  find,  upon  this  part  of  the  case; 
that,  after  the  dispersion  of  the  British  Convention 
in  Edinburgh,  after  it  was  seen  that  the  law  of  this 
country  was  strong  enough  to  beat  down  a  conspi- 
racy of  that  kind,  acting  by  their  mere  naked  num- 
bers, that  it  became  then,  in  their  opinion,  necessary 
to  the  accomplishment  of  their  purpose,  to  act  with 
arms.  "' 

•  Now,  Gentlemen,  where  a  general  conspiracy  of 
this  sort,  among-  affiliated  societies,  existed  in  Scot- 
land, Sheffield,  Norwich,  Manchester,  and  various 
parts  of  the  kingdom,  all  aiming  at  the  same  end,  all 
acting  upon  the  same  principle,  all  involved  in  the 
€ame  project  of  havmg  a  Convention  from  the  differ- 
ent-parts of  the  united  kingdoms,  it  is  natural  that 
ihey Should  think  of  ^arms :  but,  if  the  conspiracy  did 
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not  existf  it  woqU  seem  a  very  odd  thttig  that  il 
ahould  happen  in  fact,  that,  in  these  different  parts 
of  the  kingdom,  in  Scotland^  in  Sheffield,  and  iq 
li>udon,  we  should  find  persons  preparing  arms  of  4 
9orty  and  of  a  denominationj,  which  of  late  years  wa 
have  not  heard  of  iit  this  country,  except  as  existing 
in  France,  and  except  as  stated  in  a  letter  from 
France,  which  I  have  read  to  you. 

But,  Gentlemen,  you  will  find,  from  the  eyidenoe 
I  have  to  offer,  and  indeed  it  is  net  surprising  that 
you  should  so  find--*after  I  shall  tell  you,  that  in  the 
pocJcet  of  one  of  the  parties  in  this  conspiracy,  atid 
distributed  also  in  divisions  ip  the  London  Corre- 
sponding Society,  were  papers,  importing  that  upon 
the  1st  of  April  1794,  was  to  be  perfQrmc!d«  *^  The 
^^  Guillotine,  or  George's  Head  in  ^  Ba^at  f*  paperi 
in  which  the  sacred  person  of  the  King  ia  so  spoken  of, 
and  in  which  all  orders  of  mw,  under  ludicrous  rqire^ 
aentations  of  them  to  their  country,  were  dpon^ed  tQ 
]amp-*irons,  and  to  $uspension ;  after  I  shall  tell  you» 
that  I  am  instructed  that  Mr.  Thelwall  could,  w)ieQ 
retiring  from  Chalk  Farm,  take  a  pot  of  porter  in  hi$ 
Hand,  with  a  knife  take  off  the  head,  and  say,  ^^  Thus 
^^  I  wovild  serve  all  Kings  ;**  if  you  should  find  suoli 
language  used,  I  am  persuaded  you  will  not  be  surr 
prised  to  find  pikes  in  the  bands  of  these  men  an4 
their  associates-*«to  find  muskets  in  the  hands  of 
these  men  and  their  associates.  Do  not,  Gentlemen^ 
let  us  be  misled  by  the  great  doctrine  of  the  Bill  of 
liights^  that  every  man  has  a  right  to  arms  for  hi# 
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<>wn  prot^ctioDr-he  has  without  question  a  right  ta 
convenient  arms  for  his  own  defence;  hot  the  pojnf 
before  a  Jury  will  be^  for  what  purpose  had  he  the 
arms  ?  If  be  attempts  to  say^  that  be  had  them  for 
his  own  defence — if  he  luid  them  in  fact  for  a  worse 
purpose,  the  attempt  to  colour  the  f^ct  makes  the 
&ct  more  criminaL 

Gentlemen  of  the  Jury,  you  will  find  that  Mr* 
Torke,  in  the  month  of  November  1/93^  wil)  be 
proved  to  have  been  at  one  of  the  divisions  of  the 
liondon  Correspondit^  Societyi  stating,  that  he  wa^ 
goii^  among  the  sons  of  liberty  into  Bdgium,  to  briiig 
into  this  country  the  true  friends  of  liberty*  Yo^ 
Hfill  find  that  he  was  a  member  of  the  Londbn  Cert 
responding  Society,  and  constituted  a  delegate  <if  the 
Constitutional  Society  to  Scotland ;  that  t^  \m  been 
prv^glfittng  at  Sheffield  the  same  doctrines,  as  bis 
brother  associates  were  propagating  in  London;  that 
he  was  there  directing  the  form  in  which  pik^s 
should  be  made,  to  persons  who  were  to  make  mM 
instruments;  that  the  persons  at  Sheffield  enter  into 
a  corre^xMHience  with  the  Prisoner  at  the  bar;  that 
they  inform  him  that  these  pikes  are  made ;  that  ha 
delivers  the  direction  to  persons  of  the  Correspon<^r^ 
Society,  in  orda*  that  they  may  furnish  themselves 
with  Ui^se  instruments ;  and  that  they  were  to  be 
furnished  from  Sheffield  to  a  place  here,  I  think,  the 
PanPot,  in  Green  Arbour  Altey,  or  some  other  place 
in  this  town ;  and  that,  if  the  apprehension  of  these 
persons  here,  and  at  Sheffield,  had  not  put  an  end 
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to  the  further  execution  of  the  project,  there  wouW 
have  bieen  a  large  importation  of  these  pikes  inta 
this  part  of  the  kingdom. 

Gentlemen,  you  will  find  that  this  idea  of-arm* 
was  carried  further ;  you  will  find  that,  for  the  use 
of  this  Society,  a  plate  with  figures,  showng  the  man- 
ner of  learning  the  military  exercise*,  was  engraved  by 
a  Mr.  Worship,  a  member  of  this  Society.  ♦  You  will 
fiiia'  that  there  was  a  military  Society  in  Lambeth, 
and  another  in  Turnstile,  Holborn  ;  they  were  small 
in  their  beginnings,  I  admit;  but  these  things  must 
be  so  in  their  beginnings ;  and  you  will  find,  that  the 
Prisoner  at  the  bar  gave  to  a  witness  of  the  name  of 
EdSvards,  a  direction  of  whom  to  obtain  pikes  at 
Sheffield.  Mr.  Williams,  another  witness,  who  will 
be  called  to  you,  who  is  a  gun-engraver  in  the  Toweri 
made  muskets  for  the  use  of  these  societies  in  Latdt 
beth,  and  in  Turnstile,  with  an  'express  protest  that 
he  should  not  be  employed,  unless  he  himself 
became  a  member  of  the  societies.  You  will  find 
accordingly  that  he  did  become  a  member  of  them. 
You  will  find  that  they  drilled  at  particular  places. 
Gentlemen,  I  give  yoq  this  outline  of  this  part  o( 

'  the  evidence,  because  I  do  not  wish  to  enter  more 
into  the  particulars,  than  to  give  you  a  general  im- 
pression of  the  nature  of  the  case  which  I  have  to 

-  lay  before  yon. 
'    You  will  likewise  see,  what  is  natural  enough  to 
happen,  when  you  find  in  the  book  of  the  Society  for 
ippnstitutional  Information^  that  Mr.  Horne  Ibokp 
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^(Mild  think  of  giving  notice,  that  ha  would  move 
^'  that  two  ^books  shpuld  .be  opened,  one  of  tlieoi 
^>  (bound  ;n  black)  in.  which  should  be  entered  all 
f^  the  enormities  of  those  who  deserve  the  censure^ 
^'  and  in  the  other,-  the  merits  of  those  who  deserve 
^^  the  gratitude  of  the  Society/*  ^ou  will  not  be 
surprised,  \{  you  should  find  persons  in  these  affili- 
ated societies,  qf  lower  descriptions,  holding  convert  ' 
nations  about  seizing themost  august  persons  in  the 
lurtion  ;  if  you  should  hear  of  their  holding  Qopver* 
^eations  about  the  situation  of  persons  in  the  Hppse 
of  Comitions,  and  tha  means  by  .which  they  cpuld 
know  their  persons. 

Upon  the  whole,  Gentlemen  of  the  Jury,  I  shaU 
tibw  lay  the  testimony  before  you,  submitting  this' 
written  evidence  to  you,  calling  witnesses,  abpye  all 
fuco^don,  to  a  great  part  of  the  case ;  calling  som^ 
witnesses,  whom  - 1  now  avow  to  you,  you  will  find, 
"were  persons  emfdoyed  by  Government  to  watch  over 
ihe  proceedings  of  these  Societies,  and  who  therefore 
became  informed,  in  consequence  of  such  employr 
ment^  of  some  of  their  transactions ;  and  Govern- 
inent  would  have  been  wanting  to  itself,  and  would 
^ve  been  wanting  to  a  degree  of  criminality,  which 
tio  man  can  describe,  if  this  country  had  at  this  mo^ 
•meht  been  in  the  state  in  which  it  would  have  been, 
if  these  pik'es  had  been  brought  into  actual  exertion^  i 

At  Sheffield,  indeed,  I  am  told  they  had  got  t^ 
the  length  of  forming  iron  instruments,  which  were 
ip  4is9ble  hone^  wl^ch  tliey  called  nigbt-oits^aQd 


whidi  would  immediately  imert  themaelvts  into  Um 
booft  of  hones*  feet.  I  nj^  if^  with  ^these  pio« 
jects  going  on  in  the  country^  a  Secretary  of  ^S^tate^ 
w  any  other  person  in  the  executive  govemanent^ 
had  hesitated  a  moment  to  poeore  information^  these 
^ties  might  have  been  afaie  to  pat  into  CKeonlsoQ  the 
projects  they  were  meditating,  and  he  wouM  ham 
been  answerable  lor  it. 

Gentiemen»  it  is  the  great  province  of  a  BritUi 
Jory^  and  God  ferlud  these  Prisoneni  should  not 
have  the  benefit  of  the  refiectiph^  that  British  Juries 
are  able  to  protect  us  all-^aro  able  to  sift  the  oha* 
racters  of  witnesses — to  determine  what  crec^  h  due 
to  them — listening  to  men  of  good  charaeter  withoot 
my  impresnon  agamst  their  evidenoe^-^fiatenu^  to 
men^  such  as  I  have  stated,  with  a  stroi^  irapreaaiott 
i^inst  their  evidence ;  that  impresaion,  however^  to 
be  beat  down  by  the  concurrent  unso^ncioua  testip 
mony  arising  out  of  the  rest  of  the  case,  if,  opoB  the 
whole^  you  shall  find  the  case  to  be  esade  out  as  I 
have  stated  it  to  you. 

Gantlemen,  I  forgot  to  mention  to  you^  that  you 
will  likewise  find,  about  the  time  that  tins  Convex* 
tion  was  talked  of^  that  there  was  a  new  coostitutiofi 
framed  for  the  Corresponding  Society,  in  whkdi  they 
§pG$k  of  a  royalist  as  an  enemy  to  the  libertias  of  Ui 
country — of  a  democrate,  as  a  friend  to  the  liberties 
of  his  country ;  and  you  will  find,  that,  in  a  consti* 
tution  again  revised^  the  whole  was  thrown  into  a 
^hemej^  and  into  a  system,  which  was  to  add  phy- 
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ncal  strength  to  the  purposes  of  ^at  Convention, 
iriripfa  ms*  J  flttbmit  to you^  toassonie all  dvil tod 
poKtioa)  authority. 

If  you  find  ail  these  things^  and,  if  under  the  di^ 
Motion  of  that  wisdom  that  presides  here,  with 
noapoet  to  which,  Gentleflien^  let  me  say  again,  that 
the  situation  of  tl^  country  is  indeed  redooed  to 
a  most  miserable  one,  if  the  respect  which  is  due  to 
ibe  administration  of  the  law,  is  sufiered  to  bs 
iMfJbened  in  any  manner,  if  the  respect  which  is  duo 
to  the  administration  of  the  law,  that  admintstrtitiooi 
wd»di  perhaps  is  the  best  feature  of  the  constitiitiow 
ufuier  which  we  live,  is  destroyed,  miserable  indeed 
aitist  be  the  situation  of  your  country  t  If  you  find 
under  that  direction  that  the  case,  being  proved  in 
£Kt,  is  also  made  out  in  law,  you  will  do  that  on 
behalf  of  the  public  which  is  due  to  yourselves,  to 
the  public,  to  your  posterity,  and  theirs. 

Bnt  on  the  other  hand,  if,  after  hearing  this  case 
fiilly  stated^  and  attempted  to  be  fully  proved,  you 
should  be  of  opinion  that  it  is  not  proved,  or  you 
^ttld  be  finally  of  opinion  that  the  oSence  is  not 
made  out,  according  to  the  haHowml  interpretatiofl 
afthe  statute  of  Edward  III. ;  1  say,  then,  in  the 
conclusion,  I  join,  from  my  heart,  in  the  prayer 
which  the  law  asakee  on  bdwlf  of  the  Prisoner,  Ood 
send  the  Pir^OMr  a  safe  deliverance ! 
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I 

;  Bbpobh  Mr.  firsktne's  Speech  for  die  Prisooer,  we 

think  it  right  to  introduce  a  remarkable  ctrcamrtance; 

tbftt  att^fided  this  Trial,  namely,  that^  it  being  im- 

yraglic^ble  to  brii^  the  evidence  within  the  compaasr 

of  llie  longest  possible  sitting,  it  became  necesflarjr,. 

if^m  day  to  day,  to  adjourn  the  G>urt ;  «nd  the  foU' 

Ipfviog  extract  from  the  proceedings  will  ahow  to 

what  dissdvantages,  even  with  the  ihdnlgenoe  of  Ae 

^PoMrtaod  Jury,  thePrisoners'  Connsel  were  subjected. 

T^be  trial  began  on  Tuesday,  the  28th  of  October; 

wdJtbe  Court  sat  till  a  late  hour  on  that  day.  Wed-' 

nesday,  Thursday,  and  Friday,  assembling  at  nine 

f very  morning.    It  is  plain,  that  not  a  moment^a 

tifxxe  was  afforded  for  considering  and  arranging  the 

yaripus.  matters' to  be,  observed  upon  in  the  defence, 

\Vhen  the  Court,  therefone,  was  about  to  adjoora  at 

two  in  the  morning  of  Saturday  (being  the  fourth 

day  oi  the  trial) ^  and  the  evidence  for  the  Grown  be- 

inge  about  to  close,  which  would  have  rendered  it 

necessary  for  Mr.  Erskine  to  open  the  case  of  thQ 

Priso4ier  at  nine  the  same  morning,  the  following 

tlialpgue  took  place :  w 

..  A:{r.  Erskine.    My  Lords,  this  is  the  fourth  dsjp^ 

that  my  fl-iend  Mr.  Gibbs  and  myself  have  stood  in 

f  TSry  *  anxious  situation  ;*-*theFe  has  been  a :  most 

voluminous  body  of  wcitten  evi4e«ee,  alLofiwhicb 

has  not  been  printed  :— copies  of  that  part  which  is 

nnprinted,  have  not  as  yet  reached  me  ; — there  have 

been  two  days  spent  in  hearfng  parol  evidence ;  and 

we  (being  but  two)  assigried  as  CQurisel  for  the  Pri^ 


woDit,  .have .  beta  obliged  to  be  constantly  -engaged 
in  Coi»Ft,  in  eross-exsiflining  the  witness^  'for  the 
Crow]i>««^iaid'^your  Lordships  very  weB  kiio^,,  thai 
the  cross^exannnation  of  the  witnesses  presents  aii 
im^rCant  feature  of  our  case  on  the  part  of  t^^ 
Prisoner;  a  ^eat  deal  t^  vphfcb  has  fattmtiik^if  mef 
•«^y ouTi  Lordshvpa  must  be  sensible  that'  it; was  im^ 
po$»ble  I  jitmid/  at*  the  tim^  of  oros^-^xamiiiiibg;  a 
vitaesiy  tikke;  any.  particulai^  note  of  what  he  had 
$atd.*^When  the  evideiice  for  the  Crown  was  liestt 
closing,    I'tianUoIy  Veqnestdd    of    your  Lc^liAftips 
tbeMndttlgende.of  an  hoiir^Oi)  two:  to  lode  <^r^tlifd. 
pdpers  ;**4«yo«]riLdrdsbip8  were  pleased  ter- grant  m^ 
reqaeaty  whfleb  I  considered  as  a  personal  civility' loi. 
myself;  bat  I  was  prevented,  by  actfetne^vbknies^^ 
(roos  avjiK^  myself  of  those  two  hours,  for  I  waisi 
iodeed  so;  ttiii  liiat  nothing  les^  than  a  case  c^  thi^ 
SMgniltide :  .iDoidd  have  brought  me  into  Court.--^ 
Since  tbat  thnie  I  have  not  had  natural  rest,  not  hav^- 
b:^.giQt  iioihe  till  between  two  and  three  o^clock  ih^ 
the  mbhiing^  and* having  beeii  here  again  at  nine;  so' 
diat  I  can  say  with  a  safe  conscience,  I  hav^  not  had* 
sm  lapportunity  of  even  casting  my  eye  upon  any* 
part  of  the  evidence,  though  I  trust  I  have  somtf*' 
fUiag  of  tte  general :  result  of  it  in  my  mind. — I 
should  hope,  oander  these  circubistances,  that  the  Pri^ 
fioner  might  ;be  indulged  with  some  opportunity  for^ 
Ay  fiiend  Mr*  Gibbs  and  myself  to  arrange  our  pa-' 
pars,  and  consider  them  togeth^  as  Counsel  for  the 
Pi-isoner,  ^bdfore  we  are  called  op^stio  make  our  de^- 
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fcoeof  It ipin6oe66ary>to dd  thiti,  not  ftr my addrew 
to  the  Jory  only,  but  thtt^  irhcn  I  do  addren  them^ 
I  may  prestnt  to  them  pifoperly  die  PriaonerV  tose^ 
whi^  depends  much  u|>on  the  arrangeiDent  of  iHe 
cvid60ce» — ^I  fed  vnyself  in  no  tondititm  to  do  tin8> 
either  in  a  manner  rfeaptetftd  to  the  Oonrt,  or  Ibr 
the  safety  pf  the  Prisoner  •*«-<>I  do  not  wisbta  propose 
any  p^iticttlar  time,  but  inerefy  to  leaVeit  to  the  in^^ 
dnlf^ofe  atid  justice  of  the  Court,  pettMiy  snm 
iMi  when  I  leave  It  there,  I  leaveit  in  a  safe  place; 
Lffrd  Chief  Jmtke  E^T€.  I  feel  the  weight  of 
ydMir  observations ;  of  the  dtfflcuky  onder  which  yoil 
labour,  in  mt  ehtftordioary  oaae,  whiithsan  banc%  be 
jud^  of  by  the  commoik  rales  on  whildiwe  proaml 
in  casas  of  tWe  natuf e :  the  Court  ard  of ^  k  dt^pos^ 
tion  to  give  you  aH  the  indulgence  they  :possttily  can^ 
because  there  is  a  vast  mass  of  evidente ;  the  ease 
arises  out  of  the  evidence,  and  it  is  lit  the  can 
should  be  thoroughly  oanvca8ed.«^At  ikm  simls  ^aory 
it  is  certainly  noforious  that  the  ^eat  botk  ^  that 
evidence  has  been  in  print  a  great  while,  and  I  cm- 
not  believe  that  it  has  not  been  very  wdl  considered 
as  far  as  it  has  been  in  prmt,«»«I  am  sum  thai  must 
be  understood. 

;  Now  I  will  tell  you  very  fairly,  if  the  iquestkm 
wftf  only  die  personal  acoommodatioii  of  ^oumlf 
and  Mr.  Gibbsi  at  the  expense  of  the  peraonal  oon<* 
venience  of  mysdf,  my  Lord,  and  my  brothers,  I 
am  quite  sure  we  should  have  tio  diffioidty  in  the^ 
sacrifice  of  our  pessonat  ccmvenieoee  y^^haX  there  ia 
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a  freat  deal  more  in  thq  oa^e^ — y^fe  have  a  Jury  wlio 
havelseen  thrown  into  the  most  arduoue  ^rvitfe  thiit 
ever  I  saw  a  Jury  engaged  in ;  they  have  borne  it  in 
a  manner  that  does  them  infinite  honoar^and  I  have 
no  doubt  but,  that,  as  far  as  it  is  necessary  they 
riiould  continue  in  the  situation  they  are  m^  th^ 
will  bear  it  dieerfc^.-^I  have  «een  such  a  apecitneil 
of  their  behaviour,  that  I  cannot  entertain  a  doubfc 
of  thatpNN^ikt  that  we  oould  give  you  an  fibfolute 
suspension  of  the  business  in  the  situation  that  we 
are  in,  upon  the  terms  of  keeping  the  Jury  in  tfafe 
situation  in  whidi  they  must  be  k^t>  is  a  thing  that 
it  ii  flerfectly  impossible  for  w  to  think  of.    Now 
this  occurs  to  me,  my  brothers  will  consider  of  it  ;--r> 
I  intirdy  throw  il  out  for  their  oooeideration^.— Yoa 
are  men  of  If onour,  you  wtU  tell  us  whether  yoia 
really  do  mean  to  caU  witnesses,  or  to  take  the  case 
upon  the  grouod  upon  which  it  is  already  made  t*^ 
if  you  mcaoai  to  call  witnesses,  you  may  call  them  tm^ 
morrow  ^  yon  teay  go  on  with  the  case  as  fiu*  at  it 
w3i  be  necessary  for  you  to  go  on^  to  fill  up  all  the 
tiflie  that  ought  to  be  filled  up^  leaving  only  a  part 
of  Sunday,  the  comflion  interval  of  rert,  without  our 
keeping  the  Jury  in  a  situation  to  do  *nolhing««-«>If 
you  do  not  meiui  to  call  witnesses,  but  mean  to  leave 
the  e^te  with  the  observations  which  arise  upon  the 
evidence  that  is  before  the  Court,  we  will  go  aa  far  as 
we  can  J  but  if  witnesses  are  to  be  called,  and  yom 
define  not  to  address  the  Jury  immediately,  you  must 
Immediately  begin  to  examine  your  witnesMs^  as 


\ 
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sooii  2lS  they  have  closed  on  the  part  of  the  O cmq  » 
and  ffll  up  the  time  that  will  intervene  between  that 
time  and  the  time  when  you  will  be*  ready  to  go  on 
with  your  address  to  the  Jury •  In  that  way  I  think 
.  we -shall  put  the  Jury  under  no  unnfecessary  hard*- 
diips,-  because,  whether  they -hear  the  witnessea 
before  or  after  the  speech,  is  a  matter  of  no  import- 
ance to  them*  - 

Mr.  Ef shine.  I  should  be  afraid  to  take  updn  my^ 
&eir  the  experiment  of  trying  a  ciuse^  particularly  of 
this  magnitude,  in  a  manner  totally  different 'froos 
any*  that' has  ever  occurred  in -the  annals,  of  this 
country. — I  should  be  afraid  to  begin  an  experimerfl: 
of  that  sort,  more  especially  when  Gounsei  in  a'xai4 
pital  ^aj9e ;   because  evidence  cbm^  with;  infinitely 
teore  weight  (by  which  I  mean  th©  proper  wei^ift 
evid^noe'ougbt  to  have),  from  the  bdaring  of  it  tipon 
the  case  when- it  is  first  stated  by  thn^.Counsd^iwho* 
is  to  support  bis  dau§e  by  it ;  much-  of  the  effect  of 
evidence 'is  lost,  and  much  of  it  distorted  by  the 
*cross-^iamiriatK)n  of  Counsel,  until  tbe^true  bearing 
bf  it-hte  been  explafij?fcd.— I  do  nbt  propose  what 
can^^e  properly  termed  a- suspension  of  the  trial,  or 
winch  ^n  throw  any  sort  of  inconvenienee  upon  the 
Jury,  which  would,  I  am*  sure^  give  me  as  much 
pain  as.  any  body  in  the  world; — but  your  Lordships 
Avill  recollect  that  the  Attorney  General  in  opening 
bis.  case  {I  am  sure  I  think  as  highly  as  is:possible 
of  his  ability,  and  of  the  manner  in  whifch  he  per* 
Ibrmed  his  duty),  but  he  found  it  necessary'to  spend 
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tAtm  hours  ig  the  opening  of  his  case^-^the  Prisotibi^ 

most  unquestionably  may  expeQ^  ah  equal  time,*  if  it 

#^rb  necessary,  lor  his  Counsel  to  take  Ihesatne 

co^e  in  opening  his;-^ria  if  I  were  thrown  upiDil 

iCin  the  present  moment,  not  having  a  Sufficient 

recblfection  of  the  great. points  of  the  evidence^  iff 

were  put  upon  speaking  to  the  Jury,  at  this  mometili 

1  miist  take  that  course  of  reading  at  great  length, 

greit  nntxibers'  of  papers ;— whereas,  if  I  had  the  op- 

p6rtunity  of  a  few  hours  more,  which  is  the  nature 

of  my  application,  merely  to  arratlge  my  papers;  Am 

to  selefct  such  as,  in  the  judgment  of  my  learniSl 

friend  and  myself,  we  shall  think  sufficient  foifOUf 

defetice,  it  would  save  time.-— 

■        • 
X '  Lard  Chief  Justice  Eyre.   I  dread  the  explanation 

of  a  few  hours;  Mr.  Attorney  General,  what  fur- 
ther evidencef  have  you  to  produce?  t  '-::;: 
'Mir.  jittbmey  General  i  I  think  my  evidence  Vill 
hoi  take  up  more  than  forty  minutes.  "^  :  ;  j  r: . 
Mr.  Er shine.  I  do  not  know  whether  your  Lord-^ 
sKigs  TBean  to  &\t  on  Sunday  ? 
•  *  'Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyre.  I  shall  sit  late  on  Satuti- 
day  night ;  I  say  nothing  of  Sunday. 
^^  Rir:  Erskine.  I  am  literally  at  this  moment,  and 
have  been  all  day  yesterday  and  to-day,  so  extremely 
unwell,  that  I  do  not  think  if  I  were  called  upon  to 
Speak  for  any  length  of  time,  I  could  possibly  sup- 
port  it.  <  .  * 
-  Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyre.  I  can  easily  think  that 
to  be  the  case,  and  it  is  a  circumstance  I  am  ex* 
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^mmeiy  sorry  fpr;  pp  tbe^tfa/er  ban^  l  Qaiwflt J^n 
fpr4  the  8itp(|ti<wi  ftf  !*iq  J^iry, 

Jtfr^  Grihm*  I  afewW  t>e  ^orry  ^  puf;  the  Jugr  ^ 
my  iniCQ&vnieB9e.4-I  db  not  H^qnk  ii^cap  the  iyji^n 
1N»SI;  {  919  e^trf finely  willing  to  enduis&^njif'^hffpgi, 
|a|t  I  afisttre.ypiir  JLprd&bip  t^^t .  ifiy  j^^tb  JtfjE^i* 
fffsmidy  wfferipg  by  it. 

Zor<^  Chi^JuMiu  Eyrf*  Wbgt  i^  ijt  you  ^  %  } 

Mr*  Ef$hm^?  M I  stated  Ipefwe^  t|;)e  Attoro^ 
Qeoenal  iowi  itD^ce^sary  (o  cqntinn^  qfp^  Jb,piifs: 
r-*I  (hull  not  (CQQmme  half  th^jt  tiipe^-t^I  thiak  «^ 
ItMt  I  shall  fipt  cpn(«ump  hf^lf  that  Min^i  tf  I  h^v^  911 
pppCH'tuniiy  of  doipg  Ihpt  'which  I  hiupUy  rqquf»^ 
of  the  Court,  that  is,  of  ^rraqgiog  the  nntterial^  in 
aoch  a  mai)n^r^  that  I  shpuld  be  aUe  to  inaJLe  mil/ 
those  ob^rvations  whjch  occur  fo  me  tq  be  the  6^ 
test  to  be  made,  as  Counsel  for  tt^e  Prisoqisr. 

Zgrd  Cf^Jusficp  Eyre.  We  havi?  pf&redyoa 
an  expedient :  itpith^sr  of  you  say  to  u?  vhethftr  yoa 
aa  >apcept  i^ 

Mr.  Gibbs.  With  reipec^  to  that  e^pjediei)^  I  havf 
no  dopbt  to  ^ay  that  it  is  utterly  imppsjsible  fpr  Mr^^^ 
Erskine  and  myse)fj  in  ^he  situation  in  which  vp  ait)^ 
fespeoting  oi^rselves^  rpspecting  the  Court,  and  re* 
9pecting  the  PuUic,  and  the  Jury,  it  is  utterly  impost 
iible  for  us  to  think  of  that^  because,  if  any  thipg 
adverse  should  happen  when  we  have  taj^en  auch  9 
line,  the  ifuputation  will  lie  upon  us. 

Lard  Chief  Juftice  Eyre^    That  i^  may  not  bo  in 
your  judgment  a  desirable  thing,  is  very  well ;  h^% 


S^ree  to.  Whether  the  case  is  taken  upoa  ^  WV^r 
wqiAg^lpi  ihie fiv)4f}i|o$j  ^  wJl^t^er it i^^isA^en^ipon 
the  opening  of  the  evidenqe,  M  W/M.,»^.  Ifigal  pw^ 
|K»e< Ute  ,»ni0;  I  4an.<W(C  np  diier?w»:  ifr.pay 

smriwAlvMt  dt^p^iH^^e  yoor  Judgp^fttifstft  wb^t 

is  the  best  manner  and  the  best  method  of  \§^f,\^g 

IMtsfi^  «J»e  Prpsoiier  by  p^tiigg  ^  (Spwwl  ip#:«ir 
toatio^  ik»  .do  his  business*  in  this  |^sJt^nf^lQDeriJ[)y 
proposing  it  thus ;  wherfP9*  if  thpy ^^rp  piA  Uj^ 
^bmg.iksn  the  ondiriary  .contrfe^  tbey  .w^d  Ji.ie,ai)der 
iiipaciili9r.d]fficttlty  wd  dited¥a;)t9ge,  ^leyl&rd^f^ 
has  not  yet  told  us  what  he  a^^*       ^      . .  i  .  •      - 

'Mr.'Mr^ii^e,  jSiiAe  it  is J)i|t  iB5Cpre^ssly)t9-gl||?,  I 
shall  propose,  unless  the  Jory  prpfessitMJt^PP.lk^?^ 
serious  inconvenience  to  them,  .that  instead  of 
coming  in  the  morning  at  the  time  we  generally 
SW>^9  our,  coming  should  bi^-^jt  tw.elve  o'cloclj^  so 
ihf^  Jhq  vA^tQrney  Qeneral.  caij  fipish  ^t  pne.  ,Mr, 
Gibbs  will  have  the  goodness  to  take  a  note  of  the 
few  facts  stated  by  the  witnesses,  and  I  shall  be  able 
})jf*th^t,tif3rie.tQ  90iq^.  v 

JUprd  fkitf  JH?tjiQ§  B^re,  Theo  suppose 'We\ad- 
JKHATO  ,tQ  fdey^n  p^plpok, 

i^irj,i<?i%»  ,W?  cpnceiy?  your  liprdships  will 
permit  Mr.  Erskine  to  open  the  case  of  Mr.  tjardy ; 
then  our  witnesses  will  be  examined,  and  then  I 
i^hall  be  heard  after  our  witnesses. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  Eyre.    You  will  conduct  your 
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case  in  the  mariner  you  think  best  foi'  the  iliterest  4f 
youf  Cfient. 

'    Mr.  Erskine.    I  should  be  glad  if  your  Ix^rdships 
irould  allow  another  hour.  . .  i  . 

Lard  Chief  Justice  Eyre.  I  ftel  so  much'  for  the 
situation  of  the  Jury^  that  on  their  account  i  cannot 
think  of  it.  :   .  r    J  t- .: 

'Mr.  Erskine.  My  Lord^  I  nevev  was  phced  in  siieh 
a  situation  m  the  whole  course  of  my  practice  before^ 
ivith  so  many  Gentlemen  on  the  other  side ;  faow>- 
ever,  1  don't  shrink  from  it.  : 
•  One  of  the  Jury.  My  Lord,  we  are  eirtremdy 
Willing  to  allow  Mr.  Erskine  another  hour,  if  your 
Lordship  thinks  proper. 

jM'd  Chief  Justice  Eyre.  As  the  Juty  ask  it  for 
yoii,  I  will  not  refuse  you. 


//  now  being  half  past  one  o^clock^  on  Satnrdap 
morning y  the  Court  adjimmed  to  twelve  o'clock  of  the 
same  day.  


.  The  Court  Juiving  adjourned  to  twelve  o^ clock 
instead  of  nine  y  as  above  me)itfoned,^  and  two  houri 
being  spent  in  finishing  the  evidence  for.  ike  Croum^ 
'Mr.  Erskine  came  into  Court,  'and  addressed'  the  Jury 
as  follows:-^ 


./ 


THs.  rnuh .  or  Twrnas  uxupr. 


GBNT7«EMBN  OF   THE  JUBT^ 

■  .        '  '  '  • 

Befoks  I  proceed  to  the  perfonnance 
x>(  the  momentous  duty  which  is  at  length  cast  upon 
nie^  I  desire  in  the  first  place  to  return  my  tlianks 
to  the  Judges^  for  the  indulgence  I  have  received  m 
the  opportunity  of  addressing  you  at  this  later  per 
ripd  ^f  the  day^  than  the  ordinaty  sitting  of  the 
.Court;  when  I  have  had  the  refreshment  wi^cb 
nature  but  too  much  required^  and  a  few  hours  re* 
;tirement^  to  arrange  a  little  in  my  mind  that  immense 
matter^  the  result  of  which  I  must  npw  endeavon^ 
jto  lay<  b^re  you.^I  have  to  thank  you  also^  Gentkr 
men,  for  the  very  condescending  and  obliging  man* 
joer  ia  which  ym  so  readily  consented  to  this 
a(xx>mmpdation : — the  Court  could  only  q>eak  for 
*  itself,  referring  me  to  you^  whose  rest  and  comforts 

* 

Aad  been;  so  long  interrupted.    I  shall  always  re* 
^mber  your  kindness.  . 

Beforei  I  advance  to  the  regular  consideration  of 
this  great  cause^  either  as  it  regards  the  evidence  or 
the  law^  I  wish  first  to  put  aside  all  that  I  find  in 
the  ^p^ch  of  my  learned  friend^  the  Attorney  Ge* 
neral^.^^vhich  is  either  collateral  tp  the  merits,  or  ia 
which!  can  agree  with  him. — First  thcp,  in  T«f 
NAM^  OF  THE  MUSONER,  and  Speaking  his  senti-^ 
ments,  whiqh  are  well  known  to  be  my  own  also^  I 
concur,  in  the.  eulogium  which  you  have  heard  upoQ 

the  Constitution  of  our  wise  forefathers.-«*Bat  be« 

«  •  - '  •     -  .  * 
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hid  M.  Bftteri^^'s  i^Btetf  on 

fore  this  eulogium  can  have  any  just  or  useful  applU 
cation^  we  ought  to  reflect  upon  what  it  is  which  en* 
titles  this  Constitution  to  the  praise  so  justly  be- 
gtdwed  tiport  it.  TTo  say  hothrrtg  at  present  of  its 
ihosl  6^s(intid  excellence,  <3rr  rather  the  riry  iotA  of 
if,  \\i.  the  fehare  the  people  6ught  to  hhte  In  theit 
f overrinient,  by  a  pure  represctytatibti,  for  the  aiWf^ 
l\dt\  of  which  the  Prisoner  stattds  arraigned  a^  a  thiU 
lo^  before  ycu, — tohat  is  it  that  distinguishes  thfe 
governtnent  of  fettglattd  from  the  most  despotic  mow 
harchies }  Wh&t— but  the  security  u4iteh  the  aobjeet 
enjoys  In  a  trial  and  judgment  by  his  equals ;  rendered 
dbubly  secure  as  beidg  part  o(  a  ijrstem  of  law  whkft 
lib  e^tpedietiey  ean  wai^,  tod  which  ub  pcr^er  cat 
abusfe  with  iitipuEiity  f 

iThe  Attorney  6enerars  second  prcfimttttify  obMr^ 
vatibn,  I  equally  ^gree  to.~l  afixiously  i^h  wfth 
Vinn  that  you  shall  beat  in  memdry  theanarchy  whidl 
H  desolatmg  Ffanfce.— fieifore  t  sifc  dowit,  /  miy  pSf^ 
haps,  in  MY  turn,  have  occasion  to  reflect  a  Kttle  \xp6A 
its  probable  caused ;  but  Waiting  t  seasbir  for  such 
teflectioiis,  ^et  uS  first  eoAsider  Mrfld^  Me  et/r/ &  #IHch 
)fik%  beeii  S6  f^elidgty  lamented,  as  hiving  ftilen  otl 
Ihat  bhhappy  Country.— -It  is,  that  rnicfcr  the  ifemU 
felon  of  a  barbarous  state  fiecesslty,  every  prt)tectiMi: 
i^f  law  is  abrogated  atid  destroyed  i^^it  i^,  that  n6 
inan  can  say,  under  such  a  System  of  alarm  and  terro^^ 
that  his  life,  hi&  tiberty,  his  reputation,  6r  arty  otie 
]human  blessing,  \h  secdre  to  him  for  a  moment  t  \th, 
that,  if  accpsed  of  feder^lUm^  ot  hibderatism,  or  htw 


iriwMHp  1^  dfWhMMer  ^Isd  ^(he  ehangii^.fiuhioki9  ind 
iMtton#  df  the  diyjsfaaiU  bme  lifted  up  into  high 
•mson  ^iMt  tHei  Bttte^  he  irmkt  leie:  his.friends; 
his  family^  and  the  light  of  heaven^  no  more  :-r^tht 
iftumft^iOfi  and  ifae  sentence  bang;  th«  same ;  kU 
lofm^  <*ie  another  as  the  thunder  pui^vKes  the  fiaahc 
iSkicb  fms  beiin  the  statd  of  England^^-^nch  is  the 
M^^eeif  France  :«^-aml  how  tbto,  since  they  are  in-^ 
toidaij^tbyott  for  application,  ought  they  in  reason 
«lnd  society  to  bqf^plied?!  If  iSkit  prosecution  hks 
heeti  coimnenced  (as  is  asserted)  to  airerf  from  .Great 
Jir]iaici>^oaIamiti;s«hictdeilt  to  civil  confusion,  lead<* 
iug  in  its  is0ae0  to  the  de(A>iiU>le  condition  of  France  $ 
{•  datf  ttflori*  yim,  Gbeiitlemen,  to  aVert  such  calamity 
^&ak  •  ibHing  upon  my  CKent,>  and  through  his  sii^ 
npoo  yoursdviss  8ii4  uipoiiocif  eondtry.*~Let  not  him 
$fifS^r  iftiikf  ysjgot  dxpositiona  of  tyrannical  lawip^ 
More  tyi^niea%  exacttted.-^Lefa  not  hiTh  bd  horrM 
«i«fey*to^^dooiMd.eiecditsony  firotnanr  honest  eb;^ 
4faosiateri  fbv  the  puUfe  safety. -i^^i  ask  foi^  him  i  trU 
by  this  applauded  constitniionofoilr  couistry  :*^I  call 
tfpi^  jM  to  ddminiBter  Ihei  Uw  to  him,  aocordaig  to 
>UiODViiiii'«iftioreiaiM  institbfionsy  by  its  strict  ind  rigid 
letter;  HoMft^  fott  may  etreiiltin%  dmjfptave  of 
any  part  of  bis  coilfcct/  or  vie^g  it  throogh  a  false 
Misdkim,  nmjr  think  it  :e\Reci  ttribkdd^  I  daim'  far  him, 
M^  Mk^mt'cf  Bugtand,  that  the  law  shall  decide 
iipOtt'iks  nAxbniBl  deooSaination  :*^I  protest,  in  his 
ttSMUSi  flgansfe  iUi  a{^f)esla  to  spedidatlods  concertiin^ 
4fnt6^dMcte^  ^hen^/Kh^  law  eoimaande  sis  tpkMJt 
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cmly  to  iNTBivTfoit8.-f*If  the  SMe  be  thremtoli*! 
OTth  evils^   ietPariiameat  administer  a  ^praspectw0 
remedy^  biit  let  the  Prisoner  bcdd  his  life  vmym  rum  '^ 
law.  •       ,  ■      . 

>:  Gentlemen,  I  ask  this  solemnly  of  the  Cooit, ' 
l^oiae  justice  I  am  persuaded  will  afford  it  to  nie  j  | 
ask  it-  more  emphatically  of  ^mi^  the  Jwhf^  who  ai^ 
calIed..upon  youroiaths  to  make  a  true  delivawnce  of 
your  cQuntrjman,  from  .(his  charge  :•— 'but  Jastly,'aiMl 
chiefly,  I  implore  it  of  Him  in  whose  hands  ar6  all 
tiie  issues  of  life ;  whose  humane  and  merciful  eye  ex«- 
pands  itself  over  all  the  traiisactiras  of  mankind ;  at  - 
whose  command  nations  rise/ and  &1I,  and  arie  r^;e** 
Iterated ;  without  whom  not  a  sparrow  falleth,  to  the 
ground;--'!  implol'e  it  of  Gpd  himself ^  thatHewiU 
£11  your  niinds  with  the  spirit  cf  justice  and  c^tvutjis 
so  that  you  may  be  able  to  find  your  way  through  the 
labyrinth  of  matter  laid  before  you^  a'  lahyrinlih  in 
which  no  man*s  life  was  ever  before  involve^,  in  the^ 
aicinals  of  Biiitish  trial,  nor  indeed  in  the  whole  hisn 
tory  of  human  justice  or  injustice*  ^  n     i 

:  Gentlemen,  the  first  thing  in  order,  i$  to  look  at 
Ihe  Indictment  itself;  of  the  whole  of  whidi,  dr  of. 
gome  mtegftitpart,  the  Prisoner  must  be  found  goilty,; 
tu*  be  wholly  discharged  from  guilt.      >  -        4 

/  The  Indictment  charges  that  the  Prisoners  did 
shaliciously  and  traitorously  conspire;  com jMas,  and 
imagine,  to  bring  and  put  our  Lord  Uie  Kiilg  to 
l|eath  4  and  that  to  fulfil,  perfect,  alid  brin^  to  efiect^ 
their  moat  evil  and  wicked  purpose'  (that  is  to  smf^ 


of^fkgkig  imd  putiMg  the  King  to  death),  ^^  Ihcy 
^^'niet,  conspired,  Gonsulted,  and  i^reed  amoilgsl. 
'* 'themselves,  and  other  false  traitors  unknown,  t9 
*^  cause  and  procure  a  Coavaation  to  be  a8S6mble4 
^'  wHhm  the  kingdom,  WITH  INTENT— ''  (lum 
reading  the  very  words  of  the  Indietment,  which  I\en« 
treat  you  to  follow  in  the  notes  you  have  been  t^iog 

Whh  such  faonestperseveranoe)—'.' WITH  INTENT, 
'^  AND  IN  ORDER  that  the  persons  so  assembled 
f ^  at  such  Gonf enttofi,  should  and  .,  might,  traitor* 
y  oualy,  and  in  defiance  of ;  the  authority,  aiid 
^^  against  the  will  of  Parliaiaent,  aubyo-t  and  :dt«r, 
^^  and  cause  to^be  subverted  and.  altered,  the.  legist* 
^^'lature,  rule,  and  government  of  the  countiy; 
*^and  to  depose  the  King  from; the  royal  ataAe^ 
^ title,  power,,  arid*  government,  thereof/*  This  U 
the  firat  and  great  leading  overt  act  in  the.  Ji^dict^ 
inenlt;  4md3you  observe  Uiat  it  is  not  charged  as 
iftimg  treason  svbstaiitivbly  and  ik  rrsu.F^  bull 
ttdy  as  it  is  ooBimitted  in  pursuance  of  the  treason 
against  the  King*s  bbbson,  antecedently  imputed  ;~* 
^  the  diirge  ir  not,  .that  the  Prisoners.  €ons[>ired 
ib  aMeMble  a  Convention  to  pjspose  the  King^  but 
(Hat  they  consfiired  and. compassed  his  D£ATK;.and 
that^  in  order  to  accompTish.  that  wicked  and  de^ 
testable  pttrjiase,  Le.  in  order,  to  fulfil  th^traitoroue 
kitiniwh  of  the  mind^  against  his  xifb,  they  con« 
Ipired  "to^  assetsible  a*  Conventbo,  with  a  view  to 
dfeipos^^  him.  The  same  observation  applies  alike  to 
ill  Ihi  bther  tomts  or  o»«rt  aeta  upon  the  record; 


«ll^gt!  tb«  f)^lflid!a«)d»'d('  diffiirent  writing^^  Md  Ibe 
^ri»)mi  ^  ^ttn$^  ^4Mr  as  Hitinct  sfeieety-  biHx  l» 
Mis  ^one  tc^  ejteit€  tUa  dsseaiUiDgt  o£  .the.  4«im 

bQtd^dVeal^  find  ^bidtl  tmi^  noteH  1)6  forgoltot^ 
6te!ka6«  the)'  ^o  CrnHbrrtify  diarigte*  tfacsi  dilfe^fM 
Mti  8$  (iommiKed  ityfuMUiMiit  ofiiEid^^dnM  tr€lfa¥oon 

4rifi  iti^r^ote  have*  thnee  distiildb  mattbrs^  for  consi^ 
^rittidti,  upon  this  ttM  i  Iftrst,  What  ahktre  ^if  a«y) 
•Iftie  I'risotier  hdd^  i^  concert  with  othcirsi^  irt  aisseni^ 
bihig  am/  CbnyenCvon-Kir  meeting,  of  Mubjecto  withM 
tM^  kingdom  t-^See^tldly,  WMb  weve  the  ails  to 
be  done  by  this  Convenlteov  ^hen  as0elabJ€d^-* 
attd  Thirdly,  What  t«w^  Ac' vie^Ty  pinpd^^  and  itf-* 

tanttOB  U  those  tvho  prbjeeted  U»  esiatehoe.  .  This 
thii-d  ccaskfemtioHy  indeoi,  cmnprebends^  oOFStbef 
|»re<^es  aiid  swatlows  U(i  the  other  two  ;i  boca«te^ 
befi)re  it  can  be  nutteridl  to  decide  upo&.tlatf  vfcw»of 
fine Coff^ntion^  aspddted  to tii^'sobrersrimcii  th4 
fote  «nd  order  of  tfhe  Ming'Si  pc^Iitioat  iluthoHljr  {t^m 
V  sucb  views  coold  be  aseribed  ta  it,.  andbitiugHt 
hdmd  even  personally  to  the  Prisoner)^  itefahatl  baii% 
to  eaoainiAe  whether  that  critniDil  cQnpiiai^  ligaiMt 
theestaAD&hed  order  of  the  coriimiMiit^,  wasliAtdnd 
and. caigendered  by  a  wioked>  conteiniplatiefr  to'dteM^ 
Ae natural  ^  wtd  perstm  oi  theKiing.;  aAd w)n^ 
their  the  aets  dmtg^  md  estaUiebed  fagr:  tfa*.  etU 


lhesmtt$riut0rm$spurpi>s&. 
i  Qbntlemeapy  tb»  vim^  of  tflwe  sabject  is  not  oolp 
eorreet,  tot^  eelf^evidentw-^The  st^)9tfsion  of  feha 
KlDf^s  political  goverilniejDt,' Slid  aH  conspiracies  Ul 
tttbrert  it,  wt  crimes  of  giisoi  ais^nitude  ^nd  enOfu 
inity>  whioh  tbe  taw  is  opM  U>pani^  ibMn^UAgn^ 
ihim  dfH  tM  ^^»es  i^ete  yoifc-^Tba  Erwmer  is  jf ox 
itharg^  wilh^  MiAspiraty  againee  the  King's  90%x^ 
tt^AV  6nV^i»rNt^K^y  btit  agaMst  fais  ]R:4'nrtit ai;  i^ifb^ 
foe  is  ti66  ^fA5ii6^  of  hs^nog  naeretjZ)  takra  stefis  |» 
AepOs€  bifV^  fMin:  his  aUtkority,  bat  with  liaiTaiig  doat 
S6  le^J/A  iAi"  iUetUiM  toi  bring  bimta  cbnlAri^^ItiS  thft 
ii^wfth  tb6  4|le^i)f€  te^ewidnv  dxid  aot  tbe-BOt  iitoie^ 
nKfticih  <i6tl*«t (li«l  rtie^  chaitgef^-^Tbe  act  csf consfNtidg 
tod«^«i  lD&  liiftif  3  ^f  indeed  be  eoidam,^  jBsectnb 
Jttg  t<3?  6lHeitf#i«anw«,  «<  ^  intaiiawi.to<de«iroy  \a 
hbterd  exigfttte^^  btiit  tteiwi^vas-dpfOpMNiiowof  ftw^ 
.  feancoriMrfgtt^4teiht«Mkai^sttr.-^W  it 

done  in  pursuance  of  ail^toi^dttt^i^ySilM^  tbtt'iMMP» 
tidli  ^ntist  flm  «llst;  \k  MM  C^tfMKdC  dd  atUtlg  in  fuU 
jHiAiefi* -Of IW'  i«««fitioft,  oittdili  hfe  «wift«l  fir* t  coiicd W» 
IbaSi^ftoWiofli^Theddtagawatt,  <w  tb«  puraait  of 4 
^fttAM' of  dbflduil  Whidi  Tdads  in  pmbabte  cov)66- 
^p^«teitd»fhe  dMthn*  tht  King,  iwy  fegiillf  (if  amy 
8tt*1l  1«  yeA^^]|^tt>  Sfl%^  1^  conrideratfon  of  tb« 
|y^«^mi6'{Mi«(i06«^<i)afgifd>y  thsf  record,  imdiMi 
not  rf«}*  «f  tPOstilNg  yo«  ^b  tfte  iivideooe.-— Hotir 
toAtiygli^  A^t^<SN?«wm^6fdoti^^^  independently 
^  iiit^iicidn,v  mftv  tesd  pPAbably  or  inei^ilabl^  t0  »ny 


att^  .    BSnu   EUKMl^  WEMOt  cm 
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Mtonlor  jpQlilical  oonsequeiioe,  it  wMt  ire  have  no 
eoncem  with ;  these  may  be  curicma  ^ptsttons  of 
MKustrj.or  politica ;  but  it  is.  wickedness' and  ibU^  ta 
declare  that  consequences  unconnected  evei  with  in-^ 
tenftion  or  consciousness,'  shall  be  synbDiQious  in  lai^ 
with  the  traitorous  oitnd ;  although  the  traitorous 
mmd  alone  is  arraigned,  as  constituting  the  crime. 
\  Gentlemen,  the  first  question  consequently  for 
conskieratioii,  and  to  which  I  must  therefore^earaestty 
inqdore  the  attention  of  the  Court,  k  this  t-r^WiiAT 

•$  TRB  t  AW  UPON  TJKIS  MOMBNIPO^S  SUIN^CT  ?— ^Aud 

MooUecting  that  I  am  invested  wi^  no  aiifttfaority,  I 
ahall  not  presnme  to  dFer  you  any  tiling  of  my  own; 
r-ftotfauig  sIkiU  proceed  frofn  myself  vpon  this  part 
of  the  inquiry,  but  that  ^hich  ia  niefely  iutroductoijji^ 
and  necessary  to  the  nnderstanifing  of  the  authorities 
on  which  I  mean  to  rely  tor  the  etti^ishmtnt  of 
^octrinea,  not  lec^  essential  to-the  genenpl  libertiea  of 
£ng|btnd,  than  to  the  particular  cbMideratipn  wbidi 
opnslitutes  our  present  duty. 

First  then,  I  maintain  that  that  bfanch  of  the  ata^i 
iute  25th  of  Edward  the  Third,  which  dedarea  it  to 
he  high  treason  ^^  when  a  num  doth  oon^asM  or 
f\  imagine  the  death  of  the  King,  of  his  loify  the 
V  Queen,  or  of  his  eldest  son  and  heir,**  tras  intended 
to  goard  by  a  higher  sanction  than  felony,  the  Kaitv* 
HAi^iUvas  of  the  King,  Qneen^  and  Prince ;  and  that 
i)o  act,  therefore  (eilher  inchoate  or  cpnaumlmite), 
iff  resistance  to,  or  rebellion  against,  the  King* s  xfgsd 
^pwity,  amounts  to  high  treason  of  oimpaming 


kh  dnihi  ixtitm  wh^re  Ahejr,  can  bediarged  upofp^thq 
itodieliiientyiBQd  ptoMd  ta;tbe  aatUfactioi^  of  Che  Jurf 
9t  the  tnd>  in  omt  acto^  oooimitted  by  the  Preoiseri 

:'  Secondly;  that  khe  cooipasiAAg  the  King^a  (Jaathj  pr^ 
in  other  words,  the  tr^ttirputf  iQtention  to  destroy 
hifi  JMiterint:  cmtmce.  ta^  d^ie  treason,  aad  pot  tlie 
overt  acti^f;  ivvhicb  are  oeJy'  bid  as  manifestations  of 
the  traitorDiisiinteiftioQ^  or,  in  other  words,  as  &yi« 
PBNCX  competent  to  be  left.  toa.Jqry  topffovp  itj 
sind  that  nd  loonspiracy  tolevy  war  Against  ^  Kiiig^ 
nor  any'a»b^tra<y  agaihst  b^  regol  character  or  ca* 
pdcit^j  »  :f  good  'ovtrfi  tifik  of  compasfing  his  deatk^ 
villesa  some  force,  be  exerted,  or  in  contemplationji 
fgainstifar  Kxiro's  fbe^ojci  :  and  that  such  force  so 
exerted  ot  in  cdritemplatioti,  is  not  substantively  the 
treasoa  of  ccGmpassing,  but;  only  competent  in  point 
of  bnv  ta  esstablish  it,  if  th^  Jury  by  th^  verdict  of 
Guilty  draw  that  coodusioii  <tf  fact  from  the  evidence 
of  the  overt  act. 

:  ThiixUy^  that  the  charge  in  the  Indictment, -of 
compassing  the  King^s  de^th,  is  not  laid  as  legal  iQf* 
dticement  or  introduction,,  to  follow  as  a  legal  inferr 
ence  from  the  establishment  of  the  overt  act,  but  if 
laid  as  an  averment  of  a  fact  ;  and,  as  such,  the  very 
gist  of  the  Indictment,  to  be  affirmed  or  negative4 
by  the  verdict  of  Guilty  or  Not  guilty.  It  will  not  Q. 
am  persuaded)  be  suspected  by  the  Attorney  Gencr 
ral,  or  by  the  C!ourt,  that  I  am  about  to  support  th^ 


•9^         •'•  M^.^mMLaafB-^uvrnmoMHT 

lloeti>ine«  V  lippokihg^ w;  >di^n  jHdgoieat.tQ  tlnr  «i»^ 
ihoritetive  wrf6fig«  ctf  the  vtoenhfe.ian^ramdlttli 
Lord  Hide>  wb<^se  memory^  vijlidive  in  ^ksictmH^ 
and  tbroeghout  tfte-eiiUghteiied  worlds  \^s^kMBgf:^tbe 
administration  of  pure  justice  sbatteaifib^fnoatllc^r  dfr 
I  wish  t<^  ej^pose  anyHWf»g';whicii  iflf.-td  ^iiiaiiiein 
the  othe^  learned  atithwittto  pritieip^Uy.Mlied  iipan 
by  the  Crown,  because  att'  nty  poiitlam  aee.perfecC^ 
consistetiit  with  a  right  i)o4wp)retation'9f  them  ;'  jand 
because^  men  were  It^tb'^wise^  X  oma\A:naoM^.:&ipuit 
'  tucdessftflly'  tO'OppbS^  iHein'  %  any  reasqningscfioj 
own^  which  canhave  np'^eigh[t,  but  aslbeyrshtfllbft 
fottnd  at  once  oonGilst^ntivfkfa  iM2k|u>wlpd|^  aotim*^ 
f^les,   afi$  with  th^  e^Mbfiifced  pri^cipici  of Uli^ 
EngKsh  kbW.^^^I  can-do  thfo^ith the giteafeST'Secoritjr^ 
becanse  rtjy  respectable  and^Iearnedfriefid^the^Attesi^ 
ney  Gehera),  has  not  dlted  oAsef  which  h«W)bnnth« 
disgiiaefe  ^f^tiis  cooixtiy  in^rQier  timeS)  «ior  askad 
you  to  6af)ctk3n  by  yOur  jedgment  those  Idoady/Okdr^ 
<!terd^  whi^h  ar^*  recorded  by  them  ai  abts  of  Englifll 
justice ;  but^  as  might  be  expected  of  an'honowabli 
man,  hiSenpbsitlohs  of  th$4aw  (though' I  think  them 
frequently  erroneons)  are  drawn  from '  the    ^ain* 
sources,  Which  I  look  Xi^  to  fiwdoetrities  sdl«ry^di& 
ferent.T—P  fftid,  indeed,  thrtnighout  the  wbde  range 
cf  authorities  (I  mean  thesis  iuhith  the  jtUcmm/  Gkwfl 
r«/  k^  properly  considered  ai  des^vtng  thatname  m^ 
i^racter)  very  little  contr^ctton  j-  for,  as  far  as  I  c«fli 
xKseover,  much  more  entangtement  has  arisen  from 
%iow  and  then  a  tripping  in  the  expression,  than  frixm 


<^tlewif  0,  laf  §pn?  I  pivswQ.^bfif  9ttrae  I  J^jp  pre* 

volumes  that  have  been  read^  I  '^  ^tr^c^  iptjb.iog' 
(h^t  «veq  p9Wl;;|  JtQ  ibe  ioai?g|»i;^i<pi  of  wcb^  C9n- 
fipvapyS'  iWid  cc^e/jji^nily  ibej ,  dp^frkies  pf  QqIu^ 
JJ^lei,  anci  Forstei>  pn  tbc  ^i^H^^rt  <)f  High  Treason, 
inj|;bt  equally,  be.  detailed,  m  aoy  Ptber,  trial,  that  huf 
ever  ^?0en  prpoeed^  \fpon  in  JhU^l^cevEpt^; Geptle^ 
ip^O^  I  stand  ia  ,»;f«^ul  apd  d^li^^e  ^iluatiPO.-rAf 
#  9pppp5ed  pU»^wpp»  the  King>,5Jiv^l.wlboqty  baf 
J;)eep ,  traiwnutfidi  In^  pc^nstructipn,  iqtp  a  murderPM? 
ppnspiracy  4gaixi5t  hi?  XJatural  perspn ;  in  Ijoj^  saxnf 
ij^i^r,  laod  by  th?  spnae  arguments,  4  cpBspirapy  t9 
Overt^irB  that  cjvU  authority,  by  direct  force^  ha^ 
npin  b^n  j>§siipilAted,  ^^  further  eomtrwiion,  io  |i 
j^JgP  to  undermine  inpnarchy  by  qbapge?  wrpiight 
through  public  opinipn,  enlarging  gradually  intP  UQir 
verbal  will ;  30  (bat  I  c^*^  admit  np  false  pr<^sitH)n, 
however  wide  I  msy  tbink  it  of  rational  applioatipn.— 
Por  as  there  13  ^  consthuctivk  compa^^jitq,  sp  ^isp 
there  is  a  po)^$x|iiUCT|.vs  peposinp  ;  md  I  cannpt. 


therelbrey  possibly  know  what ;  eithef  of  them-  is 
sqxtrately, '  nor  how'  the  one  may  be  argued '  to  iru 
Tolve  the  other.— There  are,  besides;  many  Prison* 
<ers,  whose  cases  are  behmd,  and'  whose  lives  may  be 
Snvblved  ui  your  present  deliberation ;  their  names 
have  been  already  stigmatised,  and  their  conduct  ar- 
raigned in  the  evidence  you  have  heard,  as  a  part  of 
the  con^iraty. -^It  is  these  considerations  which  drive 
ine  into  so  large  a  fiMd  of  argument,  because,  by  suf* 
£ciently  ascertaining^  the  law  in  the  outset,  they  who 
zri  yet  looking  up  to  it  for  protection,  may  not  be 
brought  into  peril. 

•  Gentlemen,  I  now  proceed  to  establish,  that  a 
compassing  of  the  death  of  the  King,  within  the 
twenty.fifth  of  Edward  the  Third,  which  is  the 
xharge  against  the  Prisoner,  consists  in  a  traitorous 
intention  against  his  katubal  life;  and  that  no- 
thing short  of  your  firm  belief  of  that  detestable  in* 
tentibn,  from  overt  acts  which  you  find  him  to  hav6 
committed,  can  justify  his  conviction.  That  I  may 
1:eep  my  word  with  yoir  in  building  my  argument 
upon  nothing  of  my  own,  I  hope  my  friend  Mk 
Gibbs  will  have  the  goodness  to  call  me  back/  if 
Ixe  finds  me  wandering  from  my  engagement ;  that 
I  may  proceed  step  by  step  upon  the  most  venerable 
and  acknowledged  authorities  of  the  law. 

In  this  process  I  shall  begin  with  Lord  Hale,  who 
*t)pens  this  important  subject  by  stating  the  reason 
of  passing  the  statute  of  the  twenty-fifth  of  Edward 
the  Third,  On  which  the  Indictment  is  founded.-^ 


cc 
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IjMd  Hb3e  sayS)  in  bis  Heas  of  the  Crowti^  vol,  i. 
page  82,  that  **  a<  common  /aic'  Mere  was  a  grettt  la-- 
*^  iiiude  used  in  raiiing  offences  to  the  crime  and  pu-^ 
*^-  niskment  of  treason^  by  way  of  interpretation 
**  emd  arbitrary  constucxion^  which  brought  in 
*'  greatuQoertainty  and  confusion.  Thus*accroaching, 
'^  i.  e.  BKCKOACHING  ON  fiOYAL  POWER  was  an  usual 
charge  if  treason  anciently^  though  a  very  un^ 
certain  charge ;  so  that  no  man  could  tell  what  it 
wASy  or  what  defence  to  make  to  it.'^  Lord  Hale 
then  go^s  on  to  state  various  instances  of  vexation 
and  cruelty^  and  concludes  with  this  striking  obser- 
vation :  '^  By  these  and  the  like  instances  that  might 
**  be  given,  Jt  appears  how  abbitrary  and  vncer* 
*^  TAIN  the  taw  of  treason  was  before  the  statute  of 
**  25th  of  Edward  the  I  lid,  whereby  it  came  to  pass 
'f  that  almost  every  offence  t/iat  was,  or  seemed  to  be, 
^*  a  breach  of  the  faith  and  allegiance  due  to  the 
*^  King,  was  by  comxBVCTiON,  consrouence,  and 
*^  xntbrprbXation,  raised  into  the  ^nce  of  high 
f^  treason^*  Tbia  is  the  lamentation  of  the  great 
Hale  upon  the  state  of  this  country  previous  to  the 
T/mmtg  <if  the  statute,  ^hich»  he  says,  wais  passed 
B8  a  BBMBiilAL  Ibw,  to  pul  an  end .  to  them  ;  and 
Lc^Coke,  considering  it  in  the  same  light,  says, 
lb  his  third  Inatitutei  page  2d,  *^  The  Parliament 
^'  which  pttssed  this  statute  was  called  (as  it  well  (fe« 
*'  servedy  Parliamentum  Benedictum;  and  the  like 
'^  hoiiour  was  given  to  it  by  the  difFerent  statutes 
^  which  ftom  time  to  time  brought  back  .treasons 


•  ♦ 


".  ^xiqllittg   tbii  bUfJ^ed  -^^-V^w   iWft  ?W^ 

n^ep,  whan[i  the  Chief  Ji^ice  in  \(^^  Chai^  ^ifd> 
up  to  for  light  ap4  for  eajap^ple,  i»ii4  \yhoai  $ht^-. 
torney  General  t^jpes  ^Iso  for  I^i^gifidgi  ^^jftftl^jwy* 
little  have  cleseryi^d  the  higl}  e^logi«^Oj|  )»^t;9wfd- 
upop  it,  if,  though  av^owedljf  pa^Sipd  tq  Td*stroy  ftp- ' 
certainty  in  primin^jl  ju^ticei,  ^x\^  t9  b^^t^Qwn  th©* 
arbi^rpry  copstriipjtipps  of  Judg^^s,  \aB^?p.ted  l^y  Ifclp*  * 
af  disfiguring  apd  disljijOpqqring  -  the  U.*y,  H  bltfli  Of-: 
verthelese,  ^wen  s<?;\Ypr4e4  ^§  .^^givft  birth  IftptYf.: 
c9u$tructiQn&  (^114  K\nf?rtaiRtiB§,Ni^»te*4  4fd6Sb?sflr-/ 
ing  the  o^d  ones^^l^  \voul4  I^u^  \\\  hftve  (pntiUsA  ifepl^ 
tp  the  (kn9i:}?ipfttipp  9^^  W«sW«*\^Ut«te»  if.itJhpd» 
iipt  iQ  its  ep^c^ing  iplte^fj  vl^ipjii  jn^pfelised  t^  re-» 
move  doubts,  gnd  ^p  a^pprt^i^  tb?.  1*V«5  l»l»d«  W«,of* 
expres^ionsi  ttjs  l>e^,t  knftW  «ia4  uo.<fcp^oa4s  ap<l  >»' 
\ylll  be  foun^  ^CC9^^inglyi  tWt  >A  ^awtlQHslx  <W.'60;» 
In  will  be  foy|)^,.  !^|?a|,  in;a?J[^ipg  ^he  f3ipr(^ip»;of» 
CiOi(iPAS8iiio,  ,Tiffi\  pfi4?«i  it.  ,eppfJoy$d  «  tija^w  .of* 
the  ipp§t  &(«4  a^p^!4  appTQjviptR,  «gqifi«<^<Wl  »?  15bK 
Ifilgua^e  of  Epglis^  law,.  )yhi§h  «Pl  ««ly*»o  y^^ii^gft. 
qr  cauosel,  J^pt.  V!h*ct»  no  »^tortji$y.-  w  **t«ini&''li« 
clerk,  oouI4  Bi)i$und?rptft9di  b^^W^  Je./o^«»§t>a|{f!Stl 
before  the  st^tpta,  comfMisfi^n^.thei  4eath  ^^AiKl: 
MAN  bad  bgg9  .ft  f?loifty,  9R4. 9>iM(  ^94  «tfo<MI^ '•' 

m1\  wiypfiijsing^R.tvaid.beeB  ^tU«^4.w;.fri;*iP4tRftd.in-" 
sjaaces.    To.eBtf^y?h  tbi'i.  wi  W  flbo«.f»ls^i, ,  ^  fJO' 

«  » 

i?»son«<?g.'o(  P*#e».  tfcpt  ^  teris  .'LcRTO^siijag  ih» 
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'^  4^th**  was  intended  by  the  st^tqte^  wl^p  ?ppIM  ^ 
t^^fi  King>  as  bigt^  treason^  to  b^ivp  the  saprte  «ig^if>« 
Cift(ipP  a^,  it  b^d  pbtain^d  ii>  thi^  Uw  wh^n  af;pU^  to 
J;bfi  s«1^9t  as  a  felony,  I  sh^llfeftjr  to  Mr.  Jus^ioa 
|Fors|^rf  sjo4;  even .  to  a  passage  pi tfd  by  tlie  Attorney 
1(^fi^$l^  Jii^paelf^  which  ,5pe9K«  ?p 'unequi vocally  .^nd 
yi^^pv^^bly  ipr  itself^  as'  to  uioqK  all  ppmrpenti^ryi, 
Tl^e  unci^t  ivriti^rs^''  ^ays  JPorster,  "  in  tr^dU 

jNTju^fiTiON  man\fist€i^  byi  plain  fact,^^  in  the^ame 
"  light,  in  point  of  guilt,  a^  homicide^  itself. -'^Tke 

^'  .^Hif¥^<^^9  VOCTNTAB  R|Ej?VTATUB.  PRO  FACTO  ;  and 

mhUf^tJ^  rule,  pr^v^il^fi,  thmture  oj  the  ojffeno^ 
fTPff  ^f:press€d  by  th^  term  qompassj^ko.  tub  i^RXTHf 
*V  jThis^^nde  has  bi^en  long  Iqid  (isid^  a^  too  rigorous 
"  ijk  tlifi  case  qf  comi^^n  persons, ;  but  in  the  case  of 
*'  ^he^  ^Wfo,  QuESiT,  and  VuiscB,  the  statute  v/ 
"  ^rf9^^  Am,  t<!//A.  gr^a^t  propriety^  retained  iV 
!- >^  i^Jldl  wtfTii  a^(i  mgpur ;  an4  in 4e&(;ribir{g\^e 
*f  tjj^enge^  hs  Hkmi&e^  REGAIN  ED  the  anqi^nt  mad^ 
y  S/f  eifprfs^mctni  mhev,  a  ma^  dqtfi  compass  qx  ijfia^ 
*■  gw  the.  death  of  am  Lord  thee  King ^  f^c.  and 
''Af^fKnfMyp^ri^Hffi^kritprf^^  provqbi^^ent,.  at^ 
"jJ^F¥f^  Sf  ^P^^  d^x  ku  P^9pi^  .'^'  his^,  (condition,; 
[^.JM  ^9^^  9f  ^h^  st^cifute  desQrip{ive>  of,  the  oj^ence^ 
■' .^jt^^.THj^RR^o^j^Lj,  1)e  strictly  pursued  m  ^'ery  in- 
■■\  djftmeut  for  this,  specie^  of  treasQn. — It  wv^t^ 
y  Qiqirgf  iJ\Qt,  flj^  defendant  did  tvoiitoxoudy  cqw^s^ 
'*  md  imagine  the  King*s  d^ath ;  and  then,  go  qu  an4 
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'*  io  effectuate  his  traitorous  purpose ;  for  the  com- 

'^   FA88INO    THE   KlNO*S    DEATH   18    THE    THEASON, 

^*  and  the  overt  acts  are  charged  as    the  means 


'^  made    use    of   to  effectuate   the    intentions'  and 

m 

*'  imaginations  of  the  heart ;  and  therefore^  in 
'*  the  case  of  the  Regicides^  the  indictment  charged 
^^  that  they^  did  traitorously  compass  and  imagine  the 
*^  death  of  the  Kingy  and  tfie  cutting  off  the  head 
*^  was  laid  as  the  overt  act,  and  the  person  who  was 
*'  supposed  to  have  given  the  mortal  stroke  was  eon^ 
*'  victed  on  the  same  indictment.** 
'  This  concluding  instance,  though  at  first  view  it 
may  appear  ridiculous^  is  well  selected  as^an  ilfus- 
tration ;  because,  though  in  that  case  there  could  be 
DO  possible  doabt  of  the  intention,  since  the  act  of 
a  deliberate  execution  involves,  in  common  sensed 
the  intention  to  destroy  life,  yet  still  the  anomaly  of 
the  offence^  which  exists  wholly  in  the  intention^ 
and  not  in  the  overt  act^  required  the  preservation 
6f  the  form  of  the  indictment. — ^It  is  surely  impos- 
sible to  read  this  commentary  of  Forster,  without 
seeing  the  true  purpose  of  the  statute :  •  The  com- 
mon law  had  anciently  considered,  even  in  the  case 
of  a  fellow-subject,  the  malignaht  intention  to  de- 
stroy, as  equivalent  to  the  act  itself;  but  that  noble 
spirit  of  humanity  which  pefvades  the  whole 'iysteoi 
of  our  jurisprudence,  had,  before  the  time  of  King 
Edward  the  Third,  eat  out  and  destroyed  this  rule, 
too  rigorous  in  its  g^tfwera/  application ;  but,  as  Por- 
ster  truly  observes  in  the  passage! have  read^^^Thii 


!^^|^;  itooTigoroai  in  the  case  of  the  subject^  the 
y  «t^Jnte-of  treasons  RETAINED  in  the  cas^  of 
f^  thfi  Kingy  -and  BETAiNfiD  also  thb  vert  bx-^ 
'^  pfiVsauON  used  by  th^  Jaw  when  compassing  the 
*^  death  of  a  subject  was  fdony." 

Th6  ^lati^te,  therefore^  being  expressly  made  to 
remove  doubts^  and  acQurately  jto  define  treason^ 
adopted  the  ancient  expression  of  the  common  law» 
as  ^pfdicable  to  feldnious  homicide^  meaning  that  the 
life  of  the  Sovereign  should  remain  an  exception^ 
and' that  VOLUNTAS  pbo  facto^  the  wicked  inten-f 
tion\for  the  deed  itself  (as  it  regarded  his  sacred 
isfe)^  should  continue  for  the  rule  :  and^  therefore^ 
says  Forster^  the  statute  meaning  to  betain  the  layr 
^hiph  was  before  generalj  bbtained  also  the  ex* 
)>reisii»i.  It  appears  to  me,  therefore^  incontro* 
VertiUe^  not  only  by  the  words  of  the  statute  itself^ 
but  upon,  the  authority  of  Forster,  which  I  shall  foU 
low  up  by  that  .of  Lord  Q>ke  and  Hale,  contradicted 
by  no  .syllable  in  their  works,  as  I  shall  demonstrate^ 
that  the  statute^  as  it  regarded  the  security  of  the 
King*$  LIPB,  did  not  mean  to  enact  a  new  security 
nev^r  known  to  the  common  law  in  other  cases,  but 
meant  td  sniffer  a  common  law  rule  which  formerly 
existed  universally,  which  was  precisely  known,  but 
4vhich  was  too  severe  in  common  cases,  to  remain 
as  an  exception  in  favour  of  the  King*s  security. — ^I  do 
therefore  positively  maintain,  ncXt  as  an  advocatb 

MBBBLY,    but  IN  MY  OWN  PBRSON,   that,    withifU    ^t 

letter  and  meaning  of  the  statute,  nothing  can  be  « 
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ooibpib^fig  the  ^ath  df  the  King  dM  wAoliI  floe; 
in  ancient  tirMs,  htve  been  a  felony  til  tile  tMMi  of  i 
subject ;  for  otherwise  Fof^Mr  and  Coke,  od  wiU  M 
ieen,  are  very  incornefft  %vNn  they  My  t)M  fCilut« 
BBTAiNED  the  old  Uw,  Md  thd  «kp|^[iridte  ^»d  Z6 
etpress  it ;  for  if  it  i^tAt  li¥OI»  itv  it  Mriculdy  on 
the  contrdry,  havt  be^n  a  trswrule  iMkiMMvit  tO  ^t 
common  lavir,  Macted^  for  ti)^  fint  Uroe^  tot  ibt 
fyreservdtion  of  die  King^s  life»  lTfiqaeii;kmHb)y  tht 
l^gi&bldre  might  biivd  mide  Kooh  6  f^ulo  n  Wt  wi 
arc  not  inqdiring  what  ft  flAj^hi  hs^tf  ^mtftad/  Iwt 
¥rfiat  it  ^^  enaoted.  But  1  ought  to  a^  paTdoil  fer 
hovtng  relapsed  into  any  argument  of  rty  own  upoA 
ttus  sab^ect^  when  the  a^tborhies  art  mora  etpreai 
to  the  purpose  than  any.  language  )  tan  ttsej  iar 
Mr^  Justice  I^'orster  himsdf  e}4)ressly  aays^  Dia^ 
bourse  1st,  of  High  Treaaott,  p.  aor,  •*  ^/  ^ 
^*  u;ore&  descrif^ive  of  the  qffhnce^  viz.  «  ^  ir  ftmk 
^^  doth  compass  or  imagine^  aikd  thereof  bs  ai^ 
«*  tainted  of  open  deed^  are  piainly  borrtno^  fr9fk 
**  the  common  law,  and  therefore  mutt  dMr  tht^  sJMA 
^^  construction  they  did  at  Common  /onf."-— Is  ti^l 
distinct? — I  will  read  it  to  you  again:  ^* AU  tht 
f'  words  descriptive  of  the  offknee,  viz.  *  If  A  man 
•*  doth  compass  or  imagine,  and  thereof  b&.^tiainted 
f*  of  open  deed,*  are  plainly  borrowed  from  tfurcom* 
^'  mon  law,  and  therefore  must  bear  the  SAMt^-^m*- 
f^  strMtion  they  did  at  common  law.'* 
"  Gentlemen,  Mr.  Justice  Forster  ia  by  no  flDtans 
aingular  in  this  doctrine.— Lord  Coka>  the  oracle  of 


rat' rUlAi. '^  fUdikiS'  HiVbr.  M9 

4filS»fy'  kd  4he  'b«et  'o^a^e  dti^  <tsHt  miiSiAi,'  «Mv3^ 
^tkyi^gf  for  ^  pdsdhk  «hii-fMl  !vtth~  ff^SOd,  «d  hb 
<iMfs  ikt  iiightst  t>t^r(:^t^  isiwyef  thkt  ever  ki\gi&A, ' 
fndihti^  (h«  sdmd  diJetrttie  i^^vieh  Hi,  ev^n  Cokd, 
ltfi«  4rf(^(tida6  ^roSfecittde  fif  Rsleigh,  wltbse  charsK}- 
Mf^f-  fl^itih  pbstferity,  8S  ail  Attofniey  Gferferal,  my  «o#- 
^y  «i1d  honourable  frienil  wb^  di^kin  to  hdU],  U> 
•be  adthot"  6f  all  his  ^alaaWe  works ;  jet  even  this 
»Vety:  Ldrd'  Coke  hiriiJdf;  holds  pfedferfy  the  iiiik 
.^fehgfeigS  with  Fdrfetfe:?.— Fbf,  hi  his  iomnietitary  ifa 
■  .Ittfs  «itM'M<^;  In  bis  third  Insltittit^,  p.  5,  when  He 
*«Mn48  W  tlfe  <r6*-di  "  ^o^tf  doSrf^Ass,"  he  «iy*, 
^•^'-Lel  6S  *fe  ifirSfc  fvftiP  t'R*  ctotnpasisffig  the  death  ^f 
i^AWiM-crUfMh^i^iit^e  Waking  of  this  sttftirtfe, 
i-w-when^clWrtta*  r^pofiaktor  ^  faieto.'' — Now  whit 
♦*  •'WfefffeiM'  MnfgFf^i  .'bf  (hU?^thie  •  tstfrtitnetltst%r 
*%ily6T'l Ail^-ifgitb  Ifetfwct  pdiii  ffk MlUdmt,  whoUfe 
t%  fifiil)  mjifi  ii)€'ffie<%#<Jf^B4l(iftd^,  Mm  is-  a  Hoik- 
•|A*^'(ff  «*•  ieith-  «f  fhte  «!»»  ^  feftt  Md^  I  cifc- 

/^sof-^i^,' VKi'  h;^  fii^  •(MiH'jSftg  yo\:rt&'k*)kimt>whu 

''%«^tlft«i^jpaMtTg'6^*he'di^*ftt  df  it-fe^BjefcT  al  ihe 

*ah^i^'-RJi»iiWA  few-y  'bWtfiiSfe  ^§.  sH:atu\e  h^vi^g 
^RfeAe-W.^eferiipdfelh^,  a8  Spplte*  t«  lh#  KikB;  ffte 
•V^tWWVW^  'l»-dite^i  wh1<^,  WcelniAion  tevv,-\frks 
«ltefc"Ht'W  ft^casfe  «i^  a'ibWEtTv'jfis'ihipbslibite  to 
^»fiHSHh^-»ii*,'  simh^t  mmgMW^  b  ^e  rWKjFHs 
"WrJ«ri»i^ri%*  fAB'<h««fi?R)-i-^l^  ife«o  -diVehtJy  the 

gularly  -^^e  %ftf  tif  -^ftfmWiftiiWn^,  -he-  iromfe- 
*Vftfti«y4V3V.ietej**iA?^e)L  4  v^Sety  bf.&isttfnces 

'  z4 


from  the  andent  recQrdsand  year-books^  of  compuM^ 
ling  the  subiiict's  pbath;  and  what  are  they  ?— Not 
acts  wholly  collateral  to  attacks  upon  life^  dqgtn^* 
,cally  laid  down  by  the  law  from  speculatiofii  opoa 
probable  or  possible  consequences;  but  aasaults  wits 
4NTBNT  TO  MUBBBR  i-7HX>n$piracies  to  waylay  the 
.  person  wi|h  the  samb  intbntion  ;  and  other  iraii* 
DERPVs  maphipations.— Tliesewere  theooly  compass* 
iBgs  bpfore  the  statute^  against  the  subject*8  life ;  and 
the  f:xtpnsion  pf  the  expression  waa  never  heard  of  at 
the  law  till  iptroduced  by  the  craft  of  political  jodges/ 
when  it  became  applicable  to  crimes  against  ruit 
8TATa.-*Here  again  I  desire  to  appeal  to  the  highest 
aHthoritie*  for  this  source  of  constructive  treasooar 
for  attbopgh  the  statute  of  Edward  the  Third  bad 
expressly  directed  that  nothing  ahouM  be  declared  |o 
be  treason  but  cases  within  its  eoaeking  letter^  yet 
Lord  Hale  says^  in  his  Pleas  of  the  OdwiTi  page  ^^ 
that  **  things  were  so  carried  hf  f  AB^iBf  oMt  tAC* 
f  f  irioNS,  in  the  succeeding reignpf  Bichard the  Seooni^ 
<f  that  thii  statute  was  but  Utile  cbservedy  but  as  tkismr 
•f  that  parfy  got  the  better.-^So  the  trime  if  Idgk 
f<  treason  mas  im  a  manner  arbitrarily  imposed  mid 
f  <  afi^udgedt  to  the  disaiuanuge  of  the  par^  that 
<<  was  to  be  jv4ge4%  which,  by  various  vieimitmiee 
*f  and  revoiuii^,  m^chiefed  aU  partiesy  Jlrsi  aad 
'<  fast^  and  l^  a  great  unsetUedness  and  uogmeimss 
V  in  the  minds  f^  the  people,  and  woe  one  tf  the  oe-^ 
.  f<  casUms  (^  the  ^nhsfpiness  of  tkat  Xiing. 

^f  4^  /Aitf  misd^  wasprpdu^  by  the  etatate 
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^*nf  the  2  Ut  of  Rkhnrd  the  Second,  whkh  efiacied^ 
''  Thai  every  man  that  compasseth  or  pursueih  the 
**  death  of  the  King^  oB  to  dbposb  him,  ob  to 
^'  BBNOBE  UP  HIS  HOMAGB  LiBOE,  Of  he  that  raiseth 
^f  people^  and  ride  A  against  the  King,  to  make  war 
*^  within  his  realm,  tned  of  that  be  duly  attainted 
'^^md  adjudged,  shall  be  drudged  fl  traitor,  of  high 
^^  irea0m  against  the  Croum. 

*^  Tfiis^^  says  Lord  Hale,  ^^  was  a  great  snare  to 
**  the  subject,  insomuch  that  the  statute,  1st  of  Henry 
^*  Fourth,  which  repealed  it,  recited  that  no  mtm 
^f  knew  how  he  ought  to  behaue  himself,  to  do,  spettt^ 
^^  or  say,  for  doubt  if  such  pains  of  treason ;  and 
*^  therefore  wholly  to  remove  the  prejudice,  which 
*^  mi^ht  come  to  the  King's  eubjects,  the  statute,  lei 
:^^  of  Henry  Fourth,  chap.   \0,  wof  made,  WHicir 

^'BBOVQHT   BACK  TBBASOH   TO   THB  8TAKDABO.  QV 
**  THB  ^5TH'0P  EdWABD  THB  ThIBD/*  « 

Now  if  we  look  to  this  statute  of  Richard  the  SMh 
cond,  which  prodiKcd  such  ipischiefs-^what^  esm 
they  ?-<-As  far  as  ii  re-enncted  the  treason  of  cool* 
passing  the  King^s  death,  and  levying  war«  it  onl^ 
w^-ena^ted  the  statute  of  Edward  the  Thirds  but 
it  went  beyond  it  by  the  loose  construetion  of 
compassing  to  depose  the  King,  and  raising  tb« 
peojrie^  and'  riding  to  make  war,  or  a  compassing  to 
depose  bimj  tbbiss  hbw  to  thb  comhoh  tAW. 
The  actual  levying  tf  force,  to  imprison,  or  depose 
the  J^ing,  iea$  already  and  properly  high  treasen, 
witbhi  the  smmf  branch  of  the  sutote  i  but  thit 


•«t«ut6  &r  ttichafd  the  S^btid  ^n}kr^  cMy  tfic 

Virtie  6f  6Dm]pd[iSing,  •  making  it  extend  !b  a  cbm- 

jJ&sSlAg  (6irftpHscri  (Jt' depose,  which  Wie  tKegfeat 

dbjfe^ts  bt  art  actual  levyihg  of  wjtf,  andnhraktfiga 

[tolnp^ssingtolevy  wHt,  on  a  fbdtifig  with  the  fibtiial 

feVj^ing  it.— It  se6nt:5,  thereforfe,  mbSt  d^6tri^hhig, 

l^al  bby  jud^fe  fcould  be  sappo^sd  ib  feaf g  dttifle^, 

as  an  abstract  rule  of  law ^  that  a  corripasSihg  t6  im- 

'^!s6«  6t  depose  the  King  \va§  high  treit^oit,  sub- 

«tA5^TIVjgLV,     WrXftOtTT    tAEVlOCS    60M*ASSlNCr  op 

'iftls  i>*Afii :  since  it  Was  made  s6  by  thfe  litahiie, 
•iU*  6f  RichaM  the  Second,  and  tepVdbat^,  ^^g- 
;fhitfe6d,  diVd  pepeafed  by  thfe  statCite,  ist  of  H^nfy 
''^ife'd  Fbuftti,  ili^ap.  Id:  '[Jfrid  *o  «rt7e  i^Jfec/,"  Says 
'^Vlt.  Justice  Bilaefestcynfe,  ^  Kdve  dvef-tht^i  laws 
^^^  id  PrtOl^nt  anycrim^^  that  ivltKlh  hu&^yea^s  tt/ter 
^^  ^ts  fteto  fato  qf  ifedson  te^etiin^  Mpthtrhirieht 
*\and  deposit^ J  thts'^t^h/  prificd'uM  it)t^  -dajfosed 

'^^afidmrdend.^     •'     '-^-^    '•  ' 

^  "dentlemert,  this'di^lhCtibrt;  itt^dfe  bV  ttij^f  hri^ 
*5latute  'of '  Edvi^ard    tlie    ttird/ t)eti6^h    ireAsrdn 


"1  %f      '  t 

Se<»nd,roi;  a  Season,  tfofce'  ddwYi',  '  fe' fotf htli^d  in 


wis*  and  soUM  policy .~A  Su6<begSfut'att^k  ittsy  8e 
*'ntt(le  upon  £h6  KibgV  j6eFio'^  fey  tfle/  rtfelig^-^y  of 
•"a'if  in<fivi^'uaf,'  w'ithbut  the  C»rti)irtdtSof/  dt  eilffeVHfed 
*c6hspiftd^y  oi-  the  exdrtions  df  rebfellTbifS-  ffci*i»te'»'*he 
''Ia\^'tliere^6re  justly  kahcfi  lipon  xfle  ^ttWid^'cThSU 
*  tfie  iir?t  bVert  Mari{fesl!a\t'6tf  6r^<r  eVir'affrf^d^^ii^le 

a  purpose. — Considering  the  life  of  the  Chief  Ma- 


the"  fRtAL  dp  *H03ferA«  kAklfr,  iif 

gii*rat*  is  infiriitely  irnportailt  td  the  public  sectirity, 
it  do^  riot  wait  for  fhe  possible  <Jotistimmatioh  tif  a 
€Jftrtre,  vrhich  irequtres  neither  tJtn*,  combiTiafrdft, 
ihot  ftrrce  to  accOiiipIi^h,  bdt  cdrisidert  thS  tfaitoroa^ 
^iirpo<(e  as  a 'cotistlitimatfetf  ti-^isbri  :  btit'thii  Wt$e 
iiid  humane  policy  of  ouf  fbrefiither^  feitend^d  thd 
*e verity  of'thi^  t*ul6,  i}tilitntm  pro  fadW,  tid  fhrihef 
than  they  Wetie  thus  impelled*  and  justified  by  ihfif 
A6tiei*iityf  and  therefor^  an  i/r/e/z//on  ib  levy  Vj^ar  air^ 
x^beHrotT,  nat  tonsummated,  Hbwevef  inanife^ted  by 
the  mo^t  overt  act^  of  conspiracy,  i*a$  not  dtdared 
to  be  tresrsot),  And  npoh  thei  fyfeinfest  prindplel  iA  iln! 
w'brid;  the  King's  kei^Al  (Hpiitilf,  go^tded  by  Afl 
<he  force  and  authority  oftYtt  stslte,  cdiild  tjot,  fiM 
his  NATURAL  existehcc,  be  ov^rthrohjMf  cfrdndail^ei'edf 
faf  a  moment,  by  the  first  machinations  of  thfe  t^ai* 
torott^  mitfd  of  an  indlitidual,  6t  even  by  the  Ufi5 
Aritierf  Conspiracy  of  number^;  and  thefefdre  WA 
fiditi^ne  and  exalted  inslifutidn,  tteslsuring  the  ^and- 

» 

ifons  of  criminal  justice  by  thd  StafldAfd  6f  divirneji 
«a»ity,  thought  it  sufficient  td  SCotrrge  anfd  diterpatd 
flfihahtt^d  cons^ratdrs  by  a  l^ss*  tlndUStiv^e  prtcifted-i 
tfifg. 

'  Th«e  new  tre&^bniff  t<we,  hbivever,  it  IcJngth'at! 
kapptly  s^ept  dw^  on*  the  accesMdn  df  King  HTeni^ 
the  Fourth,  which  brought  the  la^  back  to  fhd 
ifenfdard  of  Edwaftjl  thd  Third ;  ai^.  Indeed,  in  re- 
Vfewing  the  history  ^  thrs  highly  favoured  island,  it 
Id  rtiost  bea^trfuV,  arid.  At  the  saitte  tiitie,  highly  cri- 
i»fatag?ng  to  dbserve,  by  what  ati  extraordinary  con^^ 
currenct  of  crrcurastances/  under  the  superintends 
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■ 

ence  of  a  benevolent  Providence,  the  libdrties  of  ou9 

•  -  • 

country  have  been  established  .-^Amidst  the  oonvuU 
aions^  arising  from  the  maddest  arabition  and  tnjos^. 
tice»  and  whilst  the  State  was  alternately  departing 
from  its  poise,  on  one  side,  and,  on  the  other^  tha 
gn^t  rights  of  mankind  were  still  insensibly  taking; 
root  and  ilourisbing; — though  sometinies  monarchy 
threatened  to  lay  them  prostrate,  though  aristocracy^ 
occasioQally  undermined  them,  and  democracy,  in  hec 
tura^  rashly  trampled  on  them,  yet  they  have  ever  come 
safely  round  at  last.«— This  awful  and  sublime  con* 
templation  should  teach  us  to  bear  with  one  another 
when  our  opinions  dp  not  quite  coincide ;  extracting 
fiaal  harmony  from  the  iiievitable  difFerenoes  which 
ever  did,  and  ever  must  exist  amongst  men., 

Qentlemen,  the  act  of  Henry  the  Fourth  was 
scarcely  made  when  it  shared  the  same  fate  with  the 
venerable  law  which  it  restored .-r-Nobody  regarded 
it.«<»It  fras  born^  down  by  factions,  and,  in  those 
days,  there  were  no  Judges,  as  there  are  now,  to 
hold  firm  the  balance  pf  justice  amidst  the  storms  of 
$tate;*-*men  could  not  ihen^  as  the  Prisoner  can  to* 
day,  look  up  for  protection  to  magistrates  independ* 
ent  of  the. Crown,  and  awfully  accountable,  in  cha- 
racter to  an  enlightened  world. — ^As  fast  as  arbitrary 
aittstructions  were  abolished  by  one  statute,  unpridr 
cipled  Judges  began  to  build  them  up  again,  till  they 
were  beat  down  by  another :  to  recount  their  strange 
treasons  would  be  tiresome  and  disgusting;  but  their 
system  of  construction,  in.  the  teeth  of  positive  lawj^ 
inay  be  well  illustrated  by  two  lines  from  Pope ; 
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'•  Destroy  his  fib  and  sophlstiy  in  rain, 
'' The  creature  *t  at  bis  dirty  Work  agaiar^ 

'^ '  This  system,  both  judicial  and  parKametiUiy,  be* 
'Came  indeed  so  intolerable,  hr  the  interval  between 
*the  reign  of  Henry  the  Jburth,  and  that  of  Rttlip 
and  Mary,  that  it  produced,  in  the  fifst  year  of  the 
^tter  I'eigh,  the  most  remarkable  statute  that  ever 
^passed  in  England,  n^pealihj^  not  only  all  former  sta- 
tutes upon  the  subject,  except  that  of  Edwaird  the 
-Third,  but  also  stigmatizing,  upon  the  records  of 
Parliament,  the  arbitrary  constructions  of  JudjjiM, 
^^zni  limiting  them,  in  sill  times,  to  every  LBXTEft 
^  the  statute.  I  wiH  read  to  you  Lord  Cdte^s 
45ommeritary  upon  the  subject.  In  his  third  In- 
^titpte,  page  29,  he  says, — *'  He/are  the  a^  <f 
•^^  the  25th  of  Edward  the  Third;  so  many  treid*^ 
«^  sons  had  been  made  and  declared,  and'  in  stulh 
•^  sort  penned, "  as  not  only  the  ignorant  emd  • «»« 
«^^*  learned  people,  but  also  learned  and  expert  inen, 
were  trapped  and  snared.  Thics  the  greHtmisthief 
before  Edward -the  Third,  of  the  uncertainty  of 
'""^^  what  was  treason  and  whatnot,  became  so  fre-^ 
^^^  fjuent  ttrid  dangerous,  a^  that  the  safest^ and  surest 
^^  remedy  Was  by  this  excellent  act  of  Mary  to  abro^ 
"*'  gate  and  repeal  all,  but  only  such  as  are  speC^d 
"**  and  expressed  in  this  statute  of  Edward  the  SHKrci. 
'  **  By  which  law  the  safety  of  both  the  King  and  of  tHe 
'*'  subject,  and  the  preservation  of  the  commoH  tvedt^ 
"*^were  wisely  and  sufficiently  provided  for,  and  in  suc% 
*'  certainty,  that  nihil  relictum  est  arbitrio  judids. 
•The    whole   evil,    indeed,    to   be   remedied  and 
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avoided  by  tb^  set  af  Queeq  ]VJ§ry  w3f,.the  abbx* 
TBiuM  JUQIQJ9).  V  i«dici%l  eoja^tlHjctifip  beyond  the 

/(jc^, .  9fi(^  wa»  restprpd  p  iU  full  yigp^f;  *i^  ^q  ^qpe 
jpps^j  ^ljeref9rf ,  that  wbtpi  an  fK^tT  J^^^  «^3(pr6«% 
4^4(2;,  lie.<?ip5e  Judg?.^  h^d  h«?ilt  ^rfpson^  by  cpwtrwc- 
4|99^  Jisyoml  tbci  Iftuiji  (h.ey  W(?re  to  he  kft,  coi^'i^th 
.^tly.  vi^h  tfa^V  .Atityft  to  go  op>«\lfiing  49*^3^1  w 
Jt^  WB«*^.T  ^'j?  ^^  th€i.X^is|at«re^  whjch  n^vtr  yqt 
W^^Wftrt^^^  tp  ttie  fraiso^s  qf  thi^  j^diTiirs^W^  s|atutft 
|5»^.tl|i^,^ljfswd  i4e*  i§iexpr^y  eicluded,  pot  mfrdy 
.%£  !^  ^^?t  a,ccordiag  (o  its  p)aiq  ia^i^prelatigm, 
;hjit^  gcqJM-dipg  tQ  t^;^§  ^ir^t  authprity  (jxf  I^rd  ^^ 
^Iflpifl^lfy jn  bi|5 qpfnm^ntary  upoq  it,  Fpr  be go^im tp 
^)S.,"  Tf*  AAinS:^  are  <oi  A^  abieiyed,  Jlrstf  tkni  t^ 
J*' j^r(i  .^pjHfsaBPi  |n  the,  sfqtuf^  e^  M^^^  exchtd§i 
f'jMvV^f^CATiqsi^  pB  iM^FBa^iiarcn^  FHAOfsq^YipE-; 
J',  fef^ttfiljjiy  tJiflt  nQ  former  aii:qzn(kr,Ju4gmcfU^pr^ 
*\f^d^i^  r€^qf^tifin^  at  opinion,  ^jf^gw^  or  ji^^at, 
A*<i^A^  ^r^^iow^  j^^cr  fl^c^n  ^jj^A  ^  Pir^  spscjfied 
•V  ^^  pressed  i^  {¥  ^<<?W^  <if  ^fJvf^^^'ii  ^Aip  TSWrrf, 
,^*  (Z7'^iQ^  ^^foilow^cf  *^  ^^t^«^  imo  ^Hmp^^-^^r  the 
\\^r^  M  h^^^^  9^^  (fk'^ct;  tfiai  Jronk  hn^qrih 
J^nq  ifft^  d^y  Q^r  qfftnqe  shall  be  tckk^fk^  .^orf,  «fe?|n«rf 
^?^4r  <^dj^(ige,4  :tq  M  high  treqi^qi^  1^  anttf  mck  as 
/*  *T  rff^/w^^!^  ^^.  expressed  in  ik^  ^aid  qopi^  ths 
J^^%^tk(if^(^(lM  the  Thirds  any:  act,  qf  Parliament 
!?.f f  ^Wi^(^  /i/Ji^  ^^^A  qf^(koqr4  ?Af  T^ir^,  or  any 
flSfv^'^  4iichf^m  or^  matter,  to  tlw  fitmtxvy  «a*- 

infPwilW?^^*  tfthf  ;&(*?;:  Qjf, the. j^atuteitjf  Mffy, 


tW  b«art  ft^  e«f^iy  »nftP  «jho  l^vos  thf •  Kiegt'pr-  »rh*> 
»C:»llec|  tft  .♦«iy  ftl^».?e .  iff  hi?  .flo^wil*;  ■  fer*  .ft* j  I^ : 

r«pit«#,:  t;*§A'"  f^e  ^(fi  ifd  &»g:  *Hkn4e{h  4^  y^m^.- 

*'-tfti>mit  Wfar4s  their  Sovmi^n.,.  _^n  miifi4rstki: 

\m^ I'm*'.  9f  Jowf*  "?^  m^  ris9f!mf  end  «fw . 

'iH^  fop  4^  m^st  pa^  fyiH^p  i«pt  g»i  o^py^\, 


"^mm". 
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iBwt,  Q^tlfttflpB,  th?  most  iipportaql.  ,{^r^  Qf, 
I^ . €!QJ^e!ji;69«HPWtarj:,Qn. tbis.,  §^#^Mt« i9;3f8l  \}f^ : 
biod,  :»vb4P4  hf>\^\  ire^entlj  m«*:m  >'»?»,  m4  tfl> 

cge$4  I.ffilji.  ihow  3K»«  bjf  iv  that  th^.llilfettqiwto^ 

hift>r«  Jl'W.  of  >»gh  treason,  ,ppott  ^id«;qc^  JlQife  qeljf .^ 
Mfe?By  S«ftggn9«t  to  this  pftrVlfiular  *tftr4t?». -j^ot  iftHsfe , 
asjnev^r  'Ji^t  w^p  h^rd  of  ifl.EngUnd  i\|lc»i|iHJ'  ,S»r- 
IVt/U  trial-i-rpyiD^jigE  whi<^bi  ^v^a  ,with  fltUjiht  ifeiJ 
tgfttioi?.  yqU'l^ye  givep  tp,it>  I  defy  ^ny  .^in^s'ft&)lQMj t 
at  tbw  ine?:x?or^  tQ  say  of  c^lp^t-it  copsfe^^nir^vW 
llfi«CE,  vyjiich  (smcei.ti  ruu^^  be  Q§ll§41?y  ti^|itijpe>qi  h 
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capable  of  understanding  from  it^  even  what  aoU  arfe 
imputed  to  him;---i'BvioBNCB9  which  has  consumed 
four  days  in  the  reading ; — ^not  in  reading  the  acts  * 
of  the  Prisontr^  but  the  unconnected  writings  of 
men^  unknown  to  one  another^  upon  a  hundred  dH-* 
fttent  suljects ;— *BviD£NCB|  the  very  listening  to  ' 
which  has  deprived  me  of  the  sleep  which  nature 
requires  ;-frwhich  has  filled  my  mind  with  anremit«> 
ting  distress  and  agitation^  and  which,  from  its  dis-  ' 
cordant  unconnected  nature,  has  suffered  me  to  reap 
tio  advantage  from  the  indulgence,  which  I  hegn 
with  thanking  you  for;  but  which,  on  the  coDtraiy^ 
has  almost  set  my  brain  on  fire,  with  the  vain  en* 
deavour  of  collecting  my  thoughts  upon  a  sul^e^ 
never  designed  for  any  rational  course  of  thinking.^ 
I^et  us,  therefore,  see  how  the  unexampled  con« 
dition  I  am  placed  in  falls  in  with  Lord  Coke  upon 
this  sulgect,  whose  authority  is  appealed  to  by  the 
Orbwn  itself ;  and  let  us  go  home  and  bum  our 
books  if  they  are  to  blazon  forth  the  law  by  eulOf 
gium,  and  accurately  to  define  its  protection,  whidi 
yet  the  subject  is  to  be  totally  cut  off  from,  when^ 
even  under  the  sanction  of  these  very  authors,  h# 
stands  upon  his  trial  for  his  existence.  Lord  Coke 
says,  in  the  same  Commentary,  page  12,  thtt  the  sta« 
tttte  had  not  only  accurately  defined  the  chabgb,  bulf 
the  nature  of  the  proof  on  which  alone  a  man  shall 
be  attainted  of  any  of  the  branches  of  high  treason.-^ 
•*  It  is  to  be  observed,'*  says  he,  "  that  the  word 
•*  in  the  act  of  Edward  the  Third  is  provbablb- 
'^  mbnt;  4.  e.   Upon  direct  and  maoffest  proof,  fi## 
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f*  t^dn  conjectural  presumptions,    or  inferences,    or 
^^  strains  of  tuit,  but  upon  good  and  sufficient  proof* 
/^  And  herein  t/ie  adverb  proveably  hath  a  great 
'^' force,  and  signi/ieth  a  DIRECT  PLAIN  proof 
**  which  word  the  Lords  and  Commons  in  Parliament 
y  did  use,  for  that  the  offence  of  treason  was  so 
/*  heinous,  and  was  so  heavily  and  severely  punished^ 
"  as  none  other  the  like^  and  therefore  the  offender 
must  be  PROVEABLY  attainted,  which  words  are 
as  forcible   as   upon   direct   and  manifest  pfoof 
.**  Note,  the  word  is  not  if  kob ably ^  far  then  com* 
y  mune  argumentum  might  have  served,  but  the  word 
•*^  is  PROVEABLY  be  attainted.'' 
•     Nothing  can  be  so  curiously  and  tautologously 
laboured  as  this   Commentary,  of  even  that  great 
•prerogative  lawyer  Lord  Coke,  upon  this  single  word 
in  the  statute;  and  it  manifestly  shows,  that,  so  far 
from  its  being  the  spirit  and  principle  of  the  law  of 
England,  to  loosen  the  cqnstruction  of  this  statute^ 
and  to  adopt  rules  of  construction  and  proof,  un- 
usual in  trials  for  other  crimes,  on  the  contrary, 
the  Legislature  did  not  even  leave  it  to  the  Judges  to 
^pply  the  ordinary  rules  of  legal  proof  to  trials  under 
it,  but  admonished  them  to  do  justice  in  that  respect 
in  the  very  body  of  the  statute. 
^     Lord  Hale  treads  in  the  same  path   with  Lor^ 
Coke,  and  Concludes  this  part  of  the  subject  by  the 
following  most  remarkable  passage — vol.  i.   chap. 
xu  66. 

^^  Now  although  the  criifie  of  high  treason  is  the 
^^  greatest  crime  against  faith,,   duty^  and  humcm 

VOL.  HI.  A  A 
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*^  socitty^  and  brings  with  it  the  greatest  and  most 
^^  fatal  dangers  to  the  government,  peace ^  and  happi^ 
•*  ness  of  a  kingdom,  or  state ;  and,  therefore,  is 
deservedly  branded  with  the  highest  ignominy,  and 
subjected  ta  the  greatest  penalties  that  the  laws 
can  inflict,  it  appears,  first,  how  netessary  ii  was 
♦'  that  there  should  be  some  known,  fixed,  set- 
^'  tled  boundary  for  this  great  crime  of  treason, 
•'  and  of  what  great  importance  the  statute  of  25 M 
*^  of  Edward  the  Tfiird  was,  ih  order  to  that  end. 
Second,  How  dangerous  it  is  to  depart  from  the, 
letter  of  that  statute,  and  to  multiply  and  en* 
*^  hance  crimes  into  treason  by  ambiguous  and  gene-- 
*^  ral  words,  such  as  accroaching  royal  power,  sub^ 
'^  verting  fundamental  laws,  and  the  Me.  *—  And 
*^  third,  hotv  dangerous  it  is  by  construction,  and 
*'  ANALOGY,  fo  MAKE  treasons  where  the  z^stter 
^^  of  the  law  has  not  done  it. — For  suck  a  method 
*^  admits  of  no  limits,  or  bounds,  but  rum  ay  for 
"  and  as  wide  as  the  wit  and  invention  of  acouserSy 
^^  and  the  detestation  of  persons  accused,   will  carry 
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*^  men.'* 


Surely  the  admonition  of  this  supet'enifnent  lawyer 

•ought  to  sink  deep  into  the  heart  of  every  Judge,  and 

of  every  Juryman,  who  is  called  to  administer  justice 

'  under  this  statute ;  above  all,  in  the  times  and  under 

the  peculiar  circumstances  which  assemble  us  in  tins 

place, — Honourj^le  men,  feeling,  as  they  ought,  for 

the  safety  of  Govemtnent,  and  the  tranquillity  of  the 

'  country,  and  naturally  indignant  against  those  wha 

^  ftre;6upp66ed  to  have  brought  them  into  peril,  ought 
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for  jthat  very  cause  to  proceed  with  more  abundant 
caution^  lest  they  should  be  surprised  by  their  resent- 
ments or  their  fears  ;  they  ought  to  advance,  in  th? 
judgments  t;hey  form,  by  slow  and  trembling  steps  ^ 
— they  ought  even  to  fall  J^ack  and  look  at  every 
thing  again,  lest  a  false  light  should  deceive  tbem^ 
adqiitting  no  fact  but  upon  th^  foundatJQp  pf  clear 
9J)d  precise  evideiiice,  and  deciding  upon  jf^q  inten^ 
tion  that  does  i^ot  result  ,witl?  eg[ual  clearness  from 
the  fapt. — ^This  js  the  universal  demand  of  justice  in 
every  case  qrimin^l  9r  civil ; — how  much  more  then 
in  tlds^  when  the  judgment  is  every  moment  in  dan- 
ger of  being  swept  away  into  the  fiithomless  abyss 
of  a  thousand  volumes ;  where  there  is  no  anchorage 
/or  the  understanding ;  where  no  reach  of  thought 
can  look  round  in  ordpr  to  con^pare  their  ppints;  nor 
any  memory  be  capacious  enough  tp  retain  even  the 
irnperfect  relation  that  can  be  collected  from  them  ? 

Gentlemen,  my  mind  is  the  ipore  deeply  affected 
wjth  this  consideration  .by  a  very  recent  example  ixj 
that  fnonstrous  phenomenon  which,  under  the  name 
of  a  trial,  has  driven  us  out  of  Westminster  :Hall  for 
a  lar;ge, portion  of  my  professional  life. — N9  man,is 
J^^s  4i?poiedthap:I  am  to  speak  lightly  of  great  state 
.prosgQji^ipns,  .which  bind  to  their  duty  those  who 
ha,ve,DO  pthier  supierjors,  nor  any  other  control ;  la^ 
of  all  am  I  capable  of  even  glancing  a  censure  against 
^those^hohave.led  to  or  oonduct^d  the  iipp^aohipent^ 
4)ecause;I  respect  and  k>ve  many  of  them,  and  know 
them  to  be  amongst  the  best  and  wisest  men  in  the 
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nation. — I  know  them  indeed  so  well,  as  to  be  per- 
suaded that  could  they  have  foreseen  the  vast  field  it 
was  to  open,  and  the  length  of  time  it  was  to  occupy, 
they  never  would  have  engaged  in  it ;  for  I  defy  any 
man,  not  enlightened  by  the  Divine  Spirit,  to  say, 
with  the  precision  and  certainty  of  an  English  Judg$ 
deciding  upon  evidence  before  him,  that  Mr.  Hast^ 
ings  is  guilty  or  not  guilty : — for  who  knows  what  is 
before  hrm,  or  what  is  not  ? — ^Many  have  carried  what 
they  knew  to  their  graves,  and  the  living  have  lived 
long  enough  to  forget  it. — Indeed  I  pray  God  that 
such  another  proceeding  may  never  exist  in  England ; 
because  I  consider  it  as  a  dishonour  to  the  constitu* 
tion,  and  that  it  brings,  by  its  example,  insecurity 
into  the  administration  of  justice  ••  Every  man  in 
civilized  society  has  a  right  to  hold  his  life,  liberty, 
property,  and  reputation,  under  plain  laws  that  can 
be  weH  understood,  and  is  entitled  to  have  some 
fimited  specific  part  of  his  conduct,  compared  and 
examined  by  their  standard ;  but  he  ought  not  for 
seven  years,  no,  nor  for  seven  days,  to  stand  aar  a 
criminal  before  the  highest  human  tribunal,  until 
judgment  is  bewildered  and  confounded,  to  come  at 
last,  perhaps,  to  defend  himself,  broken  down  with 
fatigue,  and  dispirited  with  anxiety,  which,  indeed,  is 
my  own  condition  at  this  moment,  who  am  only  staling 

•  ^  It  was  the  good  fortune  of  Mr.  Erskioe  to  remedy,  in  hb 
own  person,  the  evil  thus  complained  of,  when  he  presided  m 
Chancellor  on  the  trial  of  Lord  Melville. 
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the  case  of  another — ^What  then  must  be  the  condU 
lion  of  the  unfortunate  peirson  whom  you  are  trying  I! 

The  next  great  question  is^  how  the  admonitionil 
of  these  great  writers  are  to  be  reconciled  with  wha| 
k  undoubtedly  to  be  found  in  other  parts  of  theic 
works ;  and  I  think  I  do  not  go  too  far^  when  I  say^ 
that  it  ought  to  be.  the  inclination  of  eVery  person*B 
mind  who  is  considering  the  meaning  of  any  writer,- 
particularly  if  he  be  a  person  of  superior  learning  and 
intelligence^  to  reconcile  as  much  as  possible  all  he 
says  upon  any  subject,  and  not  to  adopt  such  a  con^ 
struction  as  necessarily  raises  up  one  part  in  direct . 
opposition  to  another, 

.  The  law  itself,  indeed,  adopts  this  sound  rule  of 
judgment  in  the  examination  of  every  matter  which 
is  laid  before  it,  for  a  sound  construction  ;  and  tha 
Judges,  therefore,  are  bound  by  duty  as  well  as  rea^ 
9on  to  adopt  it. 

It  appears  to  me  then,  that  the  only  ambiguity 
which  arises,  or  can  possibly  arise,  in  the  examina*^ 
tion  of  the  great  authorities,  and  in  the  comparison 
of  them  with  themselves,  or  with  one  another,  is, 
from  not  rightly  understanding  the  meaning  of  the 
term  ,overt  act  as  applied  to  this  species  of  treason. 
The  moment  you  get  right  upon  the  true  meaning 
and  signification  of  this  expression,  the  curtain  is 
drawn  up,  and  all  i$  light  and  certainty. 

Gentlemen,  an  overt  act  of  the  high  treason 
charged  upon  this  Record,  I  take,  with  great  sub-; 
inj^ipp  to  Af  Court,  to  be  p}ai»|y  and  simply  thi^  j 
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*^th6  high  treason  changed,  is  the  coiApasmng  Of 
imdgtntng  (in  cth^r  words^  the  intending  or  design- 
ing) the  death  of  the  King }  I  m6an  his  i^atubal 
I^BAtft ;  Arhich  being  &  hidden  operation  of  the  mihdf 
in  overt  act  id  any  thing  which  legally  proved  th« 
€xi6tenoe  of  such  tr^rkorous  deSign  and  intention — I 
^ay,  th^t  the  design  against  the  King's  natorsA  lif^^ 
k  the  high  treason  under  the  first  branch  of  the  8ta'>- 
iute  i  and  whatever  is  evidence,  whidi  may  be  legally 
laid  before  a  Jury  to  judge  of  th^  traitorous  intedticfii, 
is  a  legal  overt  act ;  because  ad  orv^rt  act  ii  iiotbtnjg 
but  legal  evidence  embodied  upon  the  record- 

The  charge  of  compassing  being  a  charge  of  intM'- 
iioftj  vvhich,  without  a  manifestation  by  conduct^  ho 
human  tribiinal  cofiild  try  ;  the  statute  re^uii-es  by  its 
very  letter  (biit  vVitliofut  which  letter  reason  must 
have  presumed)  that  the  intention  to  cut  off  the  ^-^ 
vereign  should  be  manifested  by  an  open  act ;  and  as 
a  prisoner  charged  with  an  intention,  could  have  no 
notice  how  to  defend  himself  without  the  dlarge  of 
actions  from  l^hence  the  intention  was  to  be  im^utt^ 
to  him,  it  was  always  the  practice,  according  to  the 
sound  principles  of  English  law,  to  state  upon  the 
face  of  the  Indictment  the  overt  act,  whteh '  thiS 
Crown  charges  as  the  means  made  use  of  by  thfe  Pri- 
soner to  effect  his  traitorous  purpose ;  and  ad  thin 
rule  was  too  frequently  departed  from,  the  6tatnt6  of 
the  seventh  of  King  William  enacted,  for  the  behe-- 
fit  of  the  Prisoner,  thai  bo  evidence  should  feVfeft  be 
given  of  any  birert  adt  nbt  fehai-g€'d  in  tlN^IUdidtmeilt^ 
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TThe  diiarge,  thereftn-e,  of  the  overt  actft  in  the  In* 
^kakmeiit  is  iheLiK>tices  edaoted  by  statijte  to  be  giyea 
to  the  Prisoner  for  hi3  proteotiou,  of  the  means  by 
which  the  Crowa  is  to  subinit  to  the  Jury  the  exists 
cnce  of  the  traitorous  fi^wpose,  which  is  the  crime 
alleged  against  him,  and  in  pursuance  of  which  trai- 
toroos  purpose  the  overt  acts  must  also  be  diargedl 
to  have  been  committeid, — ^Wbateva*,  therefore,  ip 
relevant  or  competent  evidence  to  be  received  in 
wipport  of  the  traitorous  intention,  is  a  legal  ovest 
act,  and  what  acta  zve  competent  to  that  purpose,  is 
^as  in  all  other  cases)  matter  of  law.  for  the  Judges ; 
hoi  whether,  after  the  overt  acis  are  received  upoii 
the  record  as  competent,  and  are  established  hy  proof 
upon  the  trial,  they  be  suiBcient  or  tns'ufilcient  in, 
the  parttcuiar  iiistance,  to  convince  the  Jury  of  the 
tmitorous  compassifig  or  intention,  is  a  qiere  matter 
4>f  FACT,  which,  from  its  very  nature,  can  be  re- 
duced to  no  other  standard  than  that  which  each 
man's  own  conscience  and  understondafug  erects  in 
bis  mind,  as  the  arbiter  of  hifi  judgment.-— This 
<loctrine  is  by  no' means  new  nor  peculiar  ito  high 
treason,  but  pervades  the  whole  }aw,  and  ^lay  bp 
weU  illustrated  in  a  memoraUe  cas^e  l^tdy  decicjl^ 
upon  writ  of  error  in  the  House  pf  I^rds,  j^od  which 
must  be  in  the  memory  of  all  the  Judges  now  pre^ 
aent,  who  took  a  part  in  its  decision  .-r-Th^ffi  l^he 
question  was,  whether,  upon  ^he  establishment:  of  a 
4)umber  of  facts  by  legal  evidence,  the  Defendant  had 
Imowlec^  of  ^  fact,  the  knowing  of-  which  wpijld 
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leave  Kiih  defenceless.~-To  draw  that  question  from- 
the  Jury  to  the  Judges^  I  demurred  to  the  evidence, 
saying,  that  though  each  part  of  it  was  legally  ad- 
mitted, it  was  for  the  law^  by  the  mouth  of  the 
Judges,  to  pronounce  whether  this  fact  of  knowledge 
could  legally  be  inferred  from  it;  but  the  Lords, 
with  the  assent  of  all  the  Judges,  decided,  to  my 
perfect  satisfaction,  that  such  a  demurrer  to  the  evi- 
dence was  irregular  and  invalid ;  that  the  protnnce  of' 
the  Jury  over  the  effect  of  evidence ^  ought  not  to  be  so 
transferred  to  the  Judges,  and  converted  into  matter 
'  of  law ; — that  what  was  relevant  evidence  to  come 
before  a  Jury,  was  the  province  of  the  Court, — but 
that  the  conclusion  to  be  drawn  from  admissiUe  evi- 
dence, was  the  unalienable  province  of  the  country. 

To  apply  that  reasoning  to  the  case  before  us  :*^ 
The  matter  to  be  inquired  of  here  is,  the  &ct  of  the 
Prisoner's  intention,  as  in  the.  case  I  have  just  cited 
it  was  the  fact  of  the  Defendant's  knowledge.-?*-The 
chargec^f  a  conspiracy  to  depose  the  King,  is  therefore 

laid  befcii^ 'yijil  t^  ^^^^^^'^^  that  intention.;  its.-coQOr 
petenc5'  t<>  be jBd  before  you  for  that  purpose,  is  not 
disputed  ;  F^p  only  contending- with  all  reason  and 
dLithoi'ity  on  TT^  side,  that  it  is  to  be  submitted  to 
^your  conscienVes  and  understandings,  whether,:. even 
if  you  believed  the  overt  act,  you  believe  also  that  it 
proceeded  from  a  traitorous  machination  against  the 
life  of  the  King, — I  am  only  contending  that  these 
two  beliefs  must  coincide  to  establish  a  verdict,  of 
(>uilty, — I  am  not  contending,  that,  under  circttm* 
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9tane66,  a  conspiracy  to  depose  the  Kicg^  and  to  an« 
nihilate  hh  regal  capacity,  may  not  be  strong  and 
sati^ctory  evidence  of  the  intention  to  destroy  his 
liiPB  ;— but  only  that  in  this,  as  in  every  other  in«- 
stance,  it  is  for  you  to  collect  or  not  to  collect  this 
treason  against  the  King's  life,  according  to  the  re- 
sult of  your  conscientious  belief  and  judgment^  from 
the  acts  of  the  Prisoner  laid  before  you ;  and  that 
the  establishment  of  the  overt  act,  even  if  it  were 
established,  does  not  establish  the  treason  against  the 
King's  life,  by  a  coNSEauENCE  op  law:  but  on  the 
contrary,  the  overt  act,  though  punishable  in  ano* 
Iber  shape,  as  an  independent  crime,  is  a  dead  letter 
upon  this  record,  unless  you  believe,  exercising  yozir 
exclusive  jurisdiction  over  the  Jacts  laid  before  ymt^ 
that  it  was   committed  in  accompli^jiment  of  the 
treason  against  the  natural  life  of  the  King.    . 
Gentlemen,  this  particular  crime  of  compassing 
the  King's  death,  is  so  complete  an  anomaly,  being 
wholly  seated  in  unconsummated  intention^  that  thd 
law  cannot  depart  from  describing  it  according  to  its 
real  essence,  even  when  it  is  followed  by  his  death : 
— ^  man  cannot  be  indicted  for  killing  the  King,  as 
was  settled  in  the  case  of  the  Regicides  of  Charles 
the    Firsts    after   long  consultation   among  all  the 
Judges :— it  was  held  that  the  very  words  of  the  sta-- 
tute  must  be  pursued,  and  that  although  the  King 
was  actually  murdered,  the  prisoners  who  destroyed 
him  could  not  be  charged  with  the  act  itself,  as  high 
treason^  but  with  the  compassing  of  his  death  j  the 
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very  act  of  the  executioner  in  beheading  hira,  being 
only  laid  as  the  overt  act  upon  therecord^T— There, 
though  the  overt  act  was  so  connected  irttb,  a&  to 
be  even  inseparable  from  the  traitorous  intention,  yet 
Ifaey  were  not  confounded  because  of  (he  eSedt  of 
the  precedent  in  dissimilar  oases :  and  altfaot:^h  IJm 
Begkides  came  to  be  tried  immediately  on  the  resto- 
mticm  of  the  King,  in  the  day-spring  of  his  atttfaority^ 
and  before  high  prerogative  Judges^  and  undaf  cur** 
cumstances  when^  in  any  country  but  England,  their 
trial  would  have  been  a  mockery,  or  their  executioa 
have  been  awarded  without  even  th^  forms  of  trial ; 
yet  in  England,  that  sacred  liberty,  which  has  for  ever 
adorned  the  constitution,  refused  to  saorifiee  to  ss&A 
or  enthusiasm,  either  the  substance  or  th^  forms  of 
jt^ice.     Hear  what  the  Cht^f  Baron  pronounced 
jjtpaa  that  occasion :— "  These  persons  are  to  be  prq^ 
*^  ceededwith  according  to  the  iaws  of  the  hmd,  and 
^^  I  shall  speak  notfimg  to  j/ou  biU  wimt  are  ths 
^«  wo2i>s  (^the  law.     By  the  statute  of  Edward  the 
Third,  it  is  made  high  treason  to  compass  and  imt^ 
gine  the  death  of  the  King ;  in  no  case  else,  imagi^ 
Tuition  or  compassing,  without  an  actual  ej^ct,  is 
punishable  by  law.^'    He  then  ispesiks  of  the  sacred 
life  of  the  King,  and  speaking  of  the  treason,  says ! 
"-^^^  The  treason  consists  in  the  wicked  imagination 
^^  which  is  not  apparent  \   but  when  this  poison  •sufetis 
out  of  the  hearty  and  breaks  forth  into -actum,  in 
that  case  it  is  high  treason.     Thes  what  is  ah 
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*t  or  Tfit  King's  death?  Truly,  it  is  any  thing 
'*  vrmCB  SHOWS  what  the  imagination  of  thk 

« 

"   KBAfiT  is/' 

./Indeed,  GtentletneH,  the  proposition  is  so  deaf, 
^     theft  one  gets  confounded  in  the  argument  from  the 
very  simplicrty  of  it ;  but  still  I  stand  in  a  situation 
which  r  am  determined  at  all  events  to  fulfil  to  the  ut- 
most ;  and  I  shall  therefore  not  leave  the  matter  upon 
these  authorities,  but  will  bring  it  down  to  our  own. 
times,  repeating  my  challenge  to  have  produced  one 
single  authority  in  contradiction/    Lord  CokCj  in  his 
third  Institute,  page  II,  and  1^>  says: — "  The  Fn^^ 
^^  dictment  must  charge  th'dt  the  Prisoner  traitorously 
'*  compassed  and  imagined  the  death  and  destruction 
*'  of  the  King.^'     He  sajrs  too,-—^'  There  must  be  a 
compassing  or  imagination;  for  an  act   without 
compassing^  intent^  or  imagination,  is  not  within  the 
act^  as  afipeareth  by  the  ewpress  letter  thereof.     Et 
^'  actus  non  facit  ream  nisi  mens  sit  reaJ**    No- 
tkinfg  in  language  can  more  clearly  i)lu6trate  my 
proposition.^ — ^The  indictment,  like  every  other  in- 
dictment^ must  charge  distinctly  and  specifically  the. 
crime :  that  charge  must  therefore  be  in  the  very 
words  of  the  statute  which  creates  the  criine;  the 
erim^  created  by  the  statute  tiot  being  the  perpetra-* 
tion  of  any  act,  but  being,  in  the  rigorous  severity  of 
the  iftW)  the  very  contempltftibii,  intention,  atid  con- 
triTMce  of  a  purpose  'directed  to  an  act :  that  eoti- 
tttmplation,  purpose^  «nd  cohtHvance,  must  be  found 
io  e&iBt^  Without  wbicb,  «A]N»  hotd  Coke>  there  cati 
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be  no  compassing :  and  as  the  intention  of  the  miiid - 
cannot  be  investigated  without  the  investigation  of 
conduct^  the  overt  act  is  required  by  the  8tatute»  and- 
mustbe  laid  in  the  Indictments  and  proved,— -It  fbU 
lows  from  this  deduction^  that  upon  the  clear  prio* 
ciptes  of  the  English  law^  every  act  may  be  laid  as  an 
overt  act  of  compassing  the  King's  deaths  which  may 
be  reasonably  considered  to  be  relevant  and  com- 
petent to  manifest  that  intention  ;  for,  were  it  other* 
wi6e>  it  would  be  shutting  out  from  the  view  of  the 
Jury,  certain  conduct  of  the  Prisoner,  which  .might, 
aocording  to  circumstances,  lead  to  manifest  the  cri- 
minal intention  of  his  mind  ;  and  as  more  than  one 
overt  act  may  be  laid^  and  even  overt  acts  of  di^rent 
kinds,  though  not  in  themselves  substantively  trea*- 
son,  the  Judges  appear  to  be  justified  in  law,  when 
they  ruled  them  to  be  overt  acts  of  compassing  the 
death. of  the  King ;  because  they  are  such  acts  as  be- 
fore the  statute  of  King  William,  which  required 
that  the  indictment  should  charge  all.  overt  acts^ 
would  have  been  held  to  be  relevant  proof;  of  which 
relevaiicy  of  proof  the  Judges  are  to  judge  as  matter 
of  I9W  i  and  therefore  being  relevant  proof,  must  also 
be  relevant  matter  of  charge,  because  nothing  can  be 
relevantly  charged  which  may  not  also  be  relevantly 
admitted  to  proof.  These  observations  explain  to 
the  njei^nest  capacity^  in  what  sense  Lord  Coke  must 
be  und^r^tood,  when  he  says,  in  the  very  s^me  pi^^ 
that,  ^^  ^  preparation,  to. depose  the  King^  and  ia 
f/  take  the  King  tyforve  and  strmg  hand,  until  h  Im 
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^^  yielded  to  certain  demands,  is  a  sufficient  overt  ad 

"^*  to  PROVE  the  compassing  of  the  King's  death.**  He 

does  not  Say  AS  a  j^ROPosfTrON*  of  law,  that  ho 

viho  prepares  to  sei^e  the  King,  cooipassetbhis  deaths 

but  that  a  preparation  to  seize  him  is  a  suffic^nt  OTcrt 

act  TO  PROVE  the  compassing ;  and  he  directly  giv«s 

the  reason,  *^  becavise  of  the  sttong  tendi^ncj  it  has 

**  to  that  end."    This  latter  sent^Ace^^roysaH 

ambiguity. — ^I  agree  perfectly  with  Lord  Coke,  arid 

I  think  every  Judge  would  so  decide,  upon  the  gene*- 

ral  principles -of  law  and  evidence,  withotit  any  resort 

to  his  authority  for  it ;  and  for  this  plain  and  obvious 

reason : — ^The  Judges  who  ar6  by  law  to  decidd^upon 

the  relevancy  or  competency  of  the  proof,  in  every 

matter  criminal  and  civil,  have  immemoriaily  satie- 

tibned  the  indispensable  necessity  of  charging  the 

traitorous  intention  as  the  crime,  before  it  was  is©- 

quired  by  the  statute  of  King  William.-^As  the 

crime  is  in  its  nature  invisible  and  inscrutable,  until 

manifested  by  such  conduct  as  in  the  eye  of  reason  is 

indicative  of  the   intention,  which  constitutes  the 

crime;  no  overt  act  is  therefore  held  to  be  sufficient 

to  give  jurisdiction,  even  to  a  Jury  to  draw  the  infier- 

ence  in  fact  of  the  traitorous  purpose,  bat  such  acts, 

frdm  whence  it  may  be   reasonably  infeixed ;  and 

therefore  as   the   restraint  and  imprisonment  of  a 

'  Prince  has  a  greater  tendency  to  his  destruction  than 

irt  the  case  of  a  private  man,  such  conspiracies  are 

admitted  to  be  laid  as  overt  acts,  upon  this  principle, 

that  if  a  man  does  an  act  from  whence  either  aa 
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Soeiutable  or  a  mainly  probable  oonseqqenoe  iMy  be 
expected  to  follo\t,  iDUch  more  if  be  persi3ts  ddibe* 
ratdy  in  a  course  of  conduct^  leading  ceptakity  or 
probably  to  any  given  consequence^  it  is  reasonable  to 
beKeve  that  lie  fbimaw  such  consequence^  and  by 
pursuing  his  punpose  with  that  foreknowledge^  the 
antention  to  produce  the  consequence  may  be  fairly 
iimpoted.-^.BM  ikm  nH  this  is  matter  of  fact  for  the 
Jury  from  (he  widenoe, ^or  matter  op  juiw  for  Tae 
CovBT ;  further  than  it  is  the  privilege  and  duty  of 
the  Judge  to  direct  the  attention  of  the  Jury  to  the 
evidence^  and  to  state  the  law  as  it  may  result  from 

• 

fthe  /difierent  views  the  Jury  may  entertain  of  th^ 
^£u^s ;  and  if  such  acts  could  not  be  laid  as  ov6?t 
^pcts^  they  oould  :not  be  offered  in  evidence ;  and 
if  they  ootlld  not  be  offered  in  evidence^  the  mind 
<if  tiie  Prisoner^  .which  it  was  the  object  of  the  trial 
'to  li^.q)en  as  a  due  to  his  intention^  would  be  shut 
up  and  ooncealedfrom  the  Jury,  whenever  the  death 
^f  the  Sovereign  was.sought  by  circuitous  but  obvious 
means,  instead  of  by  a  direct  and  murderous  machi- 
i]ation.-^But  when  they  .are  thus  submitted^  as  mat- 
-ter  of  charge  and  evidence  to  prove  the  traitorous 
purpose  which  is  the  cnme,  the  security  of  the  King 
and  of  the  subject  is  ,  equally  provided  for :  all  tl^ 
matter  which  has  a  irelevancy  to  thecrim^,  is,chai^- 
able.and  proveaUe,  not  substantiveh/  to  raise  cfrom 
their  .eati^lishmeiit  a  Jegal  inference,  but  to  tm^  fi 
presumption  mfact,  ci^paUe  of  being  weighted' by  the 
July  .with  all  tho  (ttroumjBtanQQs  of  the  ti^pwctjiqii^^ys 
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^trei  jto  the  Crown  add  the  Prisoner ;  tfeek*  f  evince 
being  finally  to  say — not  what  was  tbe  posspbte  or  the 
probable  coqsequence  of  the  overt  act  laid  in  the  ln«- 
dicttnent,  but  whether  it  has  brought  them  to  ^  safe 
and  conscientious  judglment  of  the  guilt  of 'the  Pi^w 
«Dner ;  i.  e.  of  his  guilt  in  compassiiig  the  desith  of 
the  King,  which  is  the  treason  .charged  in  the  Inr 
dictment.  Lord  Hale  is,  if  possible,  n)Qre  dirooC 
and  explicit  upon  the  subject.-~He  says,  :page  1X)7, 
The  words  compass  or  imagine ,  are  of  a  great  la^ 
titude:;  they  refer  to  t/ie  purpose  or  design  qfike 
Mixj)  OR  WILL,  though  the  purpose  or  desigu  i^bes 
**  not  effect :  but  compassing  or  imaginings  si$igl^iqf 
^^  itself y  is  an  internal  act,  and,  without  ^»methmg 
*^  to  manifest  it,  could  not  possibly  Jail  under  amf 
*^  judicial  cogtiizance  but -of  God  ahne .;  and  ther^ore 
^^  this  statute  requires  such  a^  o^vbrt  act  a^  mQ]f 
*^  render  the  compassing  or  imagining  capable  ^^ a 
*^  trial  and  sentence  by  human  judicature^.''  Now 
can  any  man  possibly  derive  from  such  a  writiisg 
(proceeding  too  from  an  author  of  the  .chfiracter  of 
Lord  Hale),  tlwt  an  overt  act  qf  compassing,  might 
in  his  judgment  be  an  act  committed  inadvertently 
without  the  intention  ?  Can  any  man  gather  .frofn 
it^  that  a  man,  by  falling  into  bad  company,  qan  be 
drawn  in  to  be  guilty  of  this  species  of  treason  |^ 
•sash  conduct,  while  the  love  of  his  Sovereign  was 
glowing  in  his  bosom  ?~Can  there  be  any  parti^viUr 
•aets  irbidb  can  entitle  a  Judge  or  Counsel  to  pro- 
sioiaaoe  as  a  matter  qf  law,  what  another  oum  iiv- 
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tends  ?  or  that  what  a  mat)  intends  is  not  a  matter 
of  fact  ?  Is  there  any  man  that  will  mdet  the  malttet* 
fairly,  and  advance  and  support  that  naked  pr(^)osi-i- 
tion  ?  At  all  events,  it  is  certainly  not  a  proposition 
to  be  dealt  with  publicly ;  because  the  man  whose 
tnind  is  capable  even  of  conceiving  it,  should  be 
treasured  up  in  a  museum,  and  exhibited  th^e  as  a 
curiosity,  for  money. 

Gentlemen,  all  I  am  asking  however,  from  my 
argument  (and  I  defy  any  power  of  reason  upon  earth 
to  move  me  from  it),  is  this :  that  the  Prisoner  being 
charged  with  intending  the  King^s^ieath,  you  are  to 
find  whether  this  charge  be  founded  or  unfounded  : 
and  that  therefore,  put  upon  the  record  what  else 
you  will, — prove  what  you  will,— read  these  books 
over  and  over  again, — ^and  let  us  stand  here  a  year 
and  a  day  in  discoursing  concerning  them, — still  the 
question  must  return  at  last  to  what  you  and  you 
ONLY  can  resolve— /,y  he  guilty  of  that  base  detestable 
intention  to  destroy  the  King?  Not  whether  you 
incline  to  believe  that  he  is  guilty ;  not  whethei: 
you  smpecty  nor  whether  it  be  probable ;  not  whe- 
ther he  may  be  guilty  ; — no,  but  that  provsably 
HE  is  guilty.  If  you  can  say  this  upon  the  evi- 
dence, it  is  your  duty  to  say  so,  and  you  may,  with 
a  tranquil  conscience,  return  to  your  families;  though 
by  your  judgment  the  unhappy  object  of  it  must  re- 
turn no  more  to  his.— ^Alas !  Gentlemen,  what  do  I 
say  ?  H£  has  no  family  to  return  to ; — the  afiectionat^ 
partner  of  his  life  has  already  fallen  a  victim  to  the 
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iiurprise  and  horror  which  attended  the  scene  now 
transacting. — But  let  that  melancholy  reflection 
jpass-— it  should  not,  perhaps,  have  been  introduced— 
it  certainly  ought  to  have  no  effect  upon  you  who 
are  to  judge  upon  your  oaths.— I  do  not  stand  here 
to  desire  you  to  commit  perjury  from  compassion  ;— 
but  at  the  same  time  my  earnestness  may  be  forgiven^ 
since  it  proceeds  from  a  weakness  common  to  us  alK 
I  claim  no  merit  with  the  Prisoner  for  my  zeal ;— it 
proceeds  from  a  selfish  principle  inherent  in  the  hu- 
man heart.— I  am  Counsel,  Gentlemen,  for  myself. 
In  every  word  I  utter,  I  feel  that  I  am  pleading  for 
the  safety  of  my  own  life,  for  the  lives  of  my  children 
after  me^  for  the  happiness  of  my  country,  and  for 
the  universal  condition  of  civil  society  throughout  the 
world. 

But  let  us  return  to  the  subject,  and  pursue  the 
doctrine  of  Lord  Hale  upon  the  true  interpretation 
of  the  term  overt  act^  as  applicable  to  this  branch  of 
treason.  Lord  Hale  says,  and  I  do  beseech  most 
earnestly  the  attention  of  the  Court  and  Jury  to  this 
passage— ^^  If  men  conspire  the  death  of  the  King, 
**  and  thereupon  provide  weapons,  or  send  letters, 
"  this  is  an  overt  act  within  the  statute."  Take  this 
to  pieces,  and  what  does  it  amount  to  ?-:-*•  If  men 
*^  conspire  the  death  of  the  King,'*  that  is  the  first 
thing,  viz.  the  intention^  ^^  and  thereupon,**  that  is, 
in  pursuance  of  that  wicked  intention,  *^  provide 
*S»eapons,  or  send  letters  for  the  execution  thereof,* 
i.  e.  for  the  execution  of  that  desb'action  of  the  King, 

vox.,  ni.     ^  B  z 
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which  they  have  meditated^  ^^  this  is  ^n  overt  ssct 
^^  within  the  statute/*  Surely  the  meaning  of  all 
this  is  self-evident. — If  the  intention  be  against  the 
}ICing*s  life^  though  the  conspiracy  does  not  imme- 
diately and  directly  point  to  his  death,  yet  still  the 
overt  act  will  be  sufficient  if  it  be  something  whidi 
})as  so  direct  a  tendency  to  that  end,  as  to  be  com- 
petent rational  evidence  of  the  intention  to  obtain  \U 
But  the  instances  given  l^  Lord  Bale  himself  fur- 
nish the  best  illustration— '*  Jf  men  conspire  to  «»- 
^^  prison  the  King  by  fobcb  and  a  st&ong  han^^ 
^  until  he  has  yieldei  '^o  certain  4^mands,  and  FOft 

*^  THAT  PURPOSB  GATHEfi  COMFANV,  OE  WKITB  LBT- 

^^  TEBS,  that  is  an  overt  act  to  pbote  the  compass^ 
^^  ing  the  King's  death,  as  it  was  held  in  Lord  Cob'- 
^^  ham^s  case  by  all  the  Judges.^    in  this  septence 
Lord  Hale  does  not  depart  frop^  thaA  precision  which 
so  eminently  distinguishes  aM  his  writings ;  he  doe^ 
not  say^  that  if  men  conspire  to  imprison  the  I^ing 
until  he  yields  to  certain  demands^  and  for  tbfkt  pur* 
pose  ^o  do  so  and  sp^  This  i^  4f^^  tre^squrrtiOs  nor 
even  an  overt  act  of  high  treasqn^  tho)]gh  he  imgkt 
in  legal  language  correctly  have  said  §o ;  but  to  pre^ 
vent  the  possibility  of  cOfifouncUng  ^hp  ti^^Q  wth 
matter  which  may  be  legaHy  charged*  as  releyapt  to 
the  proof  of  it,  he  follows  Lord  Coke's  expression  IR 
the  third  Institute,  apd  says,  This  is  an.>  overt  act  t^ 
prove  the  compassing  pf  \\k^  King's  death  :  ai^d  as  if 
by  this  mode  of  expressioQ  hp^  h^4  9Pt  done  enough 
to  keep  the  ideas  asvin4^r^  9^4  IfPR)  >knn^n(  regard 
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£or  tbe  righfas  and  liberties  6f  the  subject,  he  imme-. 
diatelj  adds,  *^  But  then  there  must  be  an  overt  act 
TO  Pfiov£  that  c&mpiracy  %  and  then  that  overt  act 
to  FRovB  mch  desijgn^  is  an  overt  act  to  psove  tha 
con^assing  of  the  death  of  the  King  J*'  The  Ian* 
giaage  of  this  fientenoe  labours  in  th^  ear  from  the 
excessive  caution  of  the  writer  i'-^afraid  that  \m 
reader  should  jump  too  ikst  to  his  conclusion  upon 
a  subject  of  such  awful  moment^  he  pulls  him  back 
after  he  has  read  that  a  conspiracy  to  impriscHi  the 
King^  is  an  overt  act  to  prove  the  compassing  of  his 
deaths  and  says  to  him.  But  recollect  that  there  must 
be  an  overt  act  to  pbotb,  in  the  first  p}ace,  that  cotz- 
spiracy  to  imprison  the  King,  and  even  then  thcu  in^ 
tention  to  imprison  hi^  sp  manifested  b%f  the  overt 
act  J  is  but  in  its  turn  an  overt  act  to  prove  the  com- 
passing or  intention  to  destroy  the  King. — Nor  does 
the  great  tmd  benevolent  Hale  rest  even  here,  but 
after  this  almost  tedk>us  perspicuity,  he  begins  the 
next  sentence  with  this  fresh  caution  and  limitation^ 
^^  Bitt  tli£n  this  must  he  intended  of  a  conspiracy  * 
^^  FoaciBi«T  to  detain  and  imprison  the  King.*'  What 
tiien  is  a  oons^racy  forcibly  to  imprison  the  King  ?— 
aorely  it  can  require  no  explanation ::  it  can  only  be 
a  direst  machination  to  seize  and  detain  his  peesok 
hy  rebellious  force.-^WiU  this  expression  be  satisfied 
by  a  cQnsfntacy  to  sei^i^  speculattv^ly  upon  his  autho^ 
rity  by  the  pubJ^wtion  ^  ptmphhtSi  which,  by  the 
inoulcatien  of  republioan  principles,  m^y  in  the  eve»-^ 
tual  ciredation  of  a  course  of  yesrik,  p^rhap  in  a 
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course  of  centuries^  m  this  King's  time^  or  in  the 
time  of  a  remote  successor^  debeuch  men's  mind» 
from  the  English  constitution^  and^  by  the  destmc^ 
tion  of  monarchy^  involve  the  life  of  the  Monarch  ?~- 
Will  any  man  say  that  this  is  what  the  law  means  by 
h  conspiracy  against  the  King's  government^  sup- 
posing even  that  a  conspiracy  against  his  govern* 
ment  were  synonimous  with  a  design  upon  his  life  I 
Can  any  catse  be  produced  where  a  person  has  been 
found  guilty  of  high  treason^  under  this  branch  of 
the  statute^  where  no  war  has  been  actually  levied^ 
unless  where  the  conspiracy  has  been  a  forciUe  in- 
vasion of  the  King's  personal  liberty  or  security  ?  I 
do  not  mean  ta  say  that  a  conspiracy  to  levy  war  may 
not,  in  many  rnstancea^  be  laid  as  an  overt  act  of 
compassing  the  King's  deaths  because  the  war  may 
be  mediately  or  immediately  pointed  distinctly  to-  his 
destruction  or  captivity  ;  ^id  as  Lord  Hale  truly  says^ 
'^  small  is  the  distance  between  the  priscms  and 
^  graves  of  Princes."—- But  multiply  the  instances  as 
you  wiH^  st31  the  principle  presents  itself.<~The  truth 
of  this  very  maKtm^  built  upon  experience,  renders 
an  overt  act  of  this  description  rational  and  compel 
tent  evidence  to  be  left  to  a  Jury  of  a  design  against 
the  King's  life ;  but  it  does  not,  therefore,  change 
the  nature  of  the  crime,  nor  warrant  any  Court  to 
declare  the  overt  act  to  be  legally  and  conddsively 
indicative  of  the  traitorous  iotention ;  because,  if  this 
be  ojide  admitted  to  be  law,  and  the  Jury  are  bound 
to  find  the  treason  upon  their  belief  of  the  existence: 
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of  the  overt  act^  the  trial  by  the  country  is  .at  an  ^end^ 
mid  ike  Judges  are  armed  with  an  arbitrary  uncon* 
troUable  dominion  over  the  liviss  and  liberties  of  the 
nation. 

Gentlemen,  I  mil  now  proceed  to  show  you  that 
Uie  doctrines  which  I  am  insisting  on  have  been  held 
by  all  the  great  Judges  of  this  country,  in  even  th0 
worst  of  times,  and  that  they  are,  besides,  not  at  all 
peculiar  to  the  case  of  high  treason,  but  pervade  ih» 
whole  system  of  the  criminal  law.    Mr.  Justice  Fore- 
ster, so  justly  celebrated  for  his  writings,  lays  down 
the  rule  thus  :-^It  may  be  laid  down  as  a  general 
rule,  that  '^  indictmrats  founded  upon  penal  sta^ 
TUTES,    ESPECIALLY  THE  MOST  PENAL, 
mtisi  pursue  the  statute  so  as  to  bring  the  party 
'^  wiihih  it  J"' — And  this  general  rule  is  so  expressly 
allowed  to  have  place  in  high  treason,  that  it  is  ad^ 
mitted  on  all  hands,  that  an  indictment  would  be  radii- 
cally  and  incurably  bad,  unless  it  charged  the  com^ 
passing  of  the  King's  death,  as  the  leading  and  fun-*^ 
damental  averment,  and  unless  it  formally  charged 
the  overt  act  to  be  committed  in  order  to  effectuate 
the  traitorous  purpose.     Nobody  ever  denied  this 
proposition ;  and  the  present  indictment  is  framed 
accordingly.     Now  it  is  needless  to  say  that  if  the 
benignity  of  the  general  h\ir  r^equiries  this  precision  in 
the  indictment,  the  proof  pnust  he  correspondingly 
precise,  for  otherwise  the  i^ubject  would  derive  no 
benefit  from  the  strictness  of  the  indictment ;  the 
s.t;ictqess  of  which  can  have  np  other  meaping  in  law 
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or  common  sdrwe,  than  the  protection  of  IhePrigoocr; 
for  if,  though  the  indictment  must  directly  charge  a 
breach  of  the  very  letter  of  the  statute^  the  Prisoner 
could,  nevertheless,  be  convicted  by  evidence  not 
dmoimting  to  a  breach  of  the  letter,  then  the 
strictness  o(  the  indictment  would  not  only  be  no 
protection  to  the  Prisoner,  but  a  direct  violation  of 
the  first  principles  of  justice  criminal  and  civil,  whicfe 
call  universally  for  the  proof  of  all  material  averments 
hi  every  legal  proceeding. — But  Mr.  Justice  ForSter 
expressly  adverts  to  the  necessary  severity  of  procrf, 
as  well  as  of  charge — ^for  he  says,  that  **  althofigh  a 
"  case  is  brought  within  the  reason  of  a  penal  ste- 
*'  tute,  and  within  the  mischief  to  be  prevented^  yet, 
**  if  it  does  not  come  v^ithin  the  unequivocal  leitef, 
^  the  benignity  of  the  law  interpoBeth."    If  the  la^ 
tlien  be  thus  severe  in  the  interpretation  of  every 
penal  proceeding,  even  down  to  an  action*  for  theJ 
killing  of  a  hare  or  a  partridge,  are  its  construcitionis^ 
only  to  be  enlarged  and  extended  as  to  the  statute  of 
high  treason,  although  the  singte  object  of  passing  it 
was  to  guard  against  constructions  ? 

Gentlemen,  the  reason  of  the  thirig  is  so  palpably 
and  invincibly  in  favour  of  this  analogy,  that  it  never 
met  with  a  direct  opposition. — The  Attorney  General 
himj-elf  distinctly  admits  it  in  one  part  of  his  address 
to  you,  though  he  seems  to  deny  it  in  another. — I 
hope  that  when  I  state  one  part  of  his  speech  to  be  in 
diametrical  opposition  to  another,  he  will'not  suppose 
that  I  attribute  tlie  inconsistency  to  any  defect,  eitiier 
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fe  his  understanding  or  hi$  heart ;  far  from  it— ^-it 
Arises^  I  am  convinced,  from  some  of  the  authorities 
not  being  sufficiently  understood. 

In  the  beginning  of  his  speech  he  admits  that  the 
evidence  must  be  satisfafetory  and  convincing  as  to 
the  intention ;  but  in  the  latter  part  he  seems,  as  it 
were,  to  take  off  the  eflect  of  that  admission,  i  wish 
to  give  yoii  the  very  words.  I  took  them  down  at 
the  time ;  and  if  I  do  not  state  them  cprrectly,  I  de- 
sire to  be  corrected.  ^  I  most  distinctly  disavow," 
said  my  Honourable  Priend,  "  every  case  of  cori- 
*^  struction.  I  most  distinctly  disavow  any  like  easel 
'^  of  treason  not  within  the  letter  of  the  statute.  I 
^^  most  distinctly  disavow  cumulative  treason.  I  most 
^'  distinctly  disavow  enhancing  guilt  by  parity  of 
'^  reason.  The  question  undoubtedly  is,  whether 
*^  the  proof  be  full  and  satisfactory  to  your  reasons 
*^  and  consciences  that  the  Prisoner  is  guilty  of  the 
*^  treason  of  compassing  the  King's  death."  Oentle* 
men,  I  hope  that  this  will  always  with  equal  honour 
be  admitted.  Now  let  us  ^6e  how  the  rest  of  the 
teamed  Gentleman's  speech  falls  in  with  this. — For 
he  goes  on  to  say,  that  it  is  by  no  means  necessary 
that  the  distinct,  specific  intention  should  pre-exist 
the  overt  act,  ^'  If  the  overt  act,"  says  he,  *^  bedcr 
^^  liberately  committed,  it  is  a  compassing."  But 
how  so,  if  the  intention  he  admitted  to  he  the  trea* 
son  ^  What  benefit  is  obtained  by  tlje  rigorous  dcr 
mand  of  the  statute,  that  the  compassing  of  the 
king's  death  shall  be  charged  by  the  indictment  as 

bb4 


$76  ^^  b&skime's  srsBCH  ok 

the  crime^  if  a  crime  difierent^  or  short  of  it^  can  be 
eubstituted  for  it  in  the  proof;  and  how  can  the 
statute  of  Richard  the  Second  be  said  to  be  repealed^ 
wl^ch  ina4e  it  high  treason  to  compass  to  depose  the  '' 
King,  independently  of  intention  upon  his  life^  if  the 
law  shall  declare,  notwithstanding  the  repeal,  that 
they  are  synonknous  terms,  and  that  the  one  con- 
clusively inv<oIves  the  other  ? 

Gentlemen,  if  we  examine  the  mpst  prominent 
cases,  which  have  come  in  judgment  before  Judges 
of  the  most  unquestionable  authority,  and  after  the 
constitution  had  become  fixed,  you  will  find  every 
thing  that  I  have  been  saying  to  you  justified  and 
confirmed. 

The  first  great  state  trial,  after  the  Revolution,, 
was  the  case  of  Sir  John  Freind,  a  conspirator  in  the 
assassination  plot.  Sir  John  Freind  was  indicted  for 
compassing  and  imagining  the  death  of  King  Wil- 
liam ;  and  the  overt  acts  charged,  and  principally  re- 
lied on,  were,  first,  the  sending  Mr.  Charnock  into 
France  to  King  James,  to  desire  him  to  persuade  the 
French  King  to  send  forces  over  to  Great  Britain,  tp 
levy  war  against,  and  to  depose  the  King,  and  that 
Mr.  Charnock  was  actually  sent ;  and,  secondly,  the 
preparing  men  to  be  levied  to  form  a  corps  to  assist 
in  the  restoration  of  the  Pretender,  and  the  expulsion 
of  King  William,  of  which  Sir  John  Freind  was  to  be 
cotoneK—In  this  case,  if  the  proofs  were  not  to  be 
wholly  discredited,  and  the  overt  acts  were  conse- 
quently established,  they  went  rationally  to  convince 


rHE   TSIAI.  OF   THOMM  HARDT^  377 

the  mind  of  every  man  of  the  pre-existing  intention 
to  destroy  the  King. — The  conspiracy  was  not  to  do 
an  act  which,  though  it  might  lead  eventuality  and 
speculatively  to  the  King's  deaths  might  not  be  ^br^* 
seen  or  designed  by  those  who  conspired  together  :•*- 
the  coi^iracy  was  not  directed' to  an  event;  probably 
leading  to  another,  and  a  different  one,  and  from  the 
happening  of  which  second,  a  third  still  difFerent 
might  be  engendered,  which  third  might  again  lead 
in  its  consequences  to  a  fourth  state  of  things,  which 
might  J  in  the  revolution  of  events^  bring  on  the  death 
of  the  King,  though  never  compassed  or  imagined  .•— 
Preind's  conspiracy,  oft  the  contrary,  had  for  its  direct 
and  immediate  object  the  restoration  of  the  Pre- 
tender to  the  throne,  by  the  junction  of  foreign  and 
rebellious  force.  In  my  opinion  (and  I  am  not  more 
disposed  than  others  to  push  things  beyond  their 
mark  in  the  adniinistration  of  criminal  justice).  Sir 
i^obn  Freind,  if  the  evidence  against  him  found  credit 
with  the  Jury,  could  have  no  possible  defence  ;  since 
the  evidence  went  directly  to  prove  the  despatch  of 
Charnock  to  France,  under  his  direction,  to  invite 
'  the  French  King  to  bring  over  the  Pretender  into 
England,  and  to  place  him  on  the  throne.— The  in- 
tention, therefore,  of  Sir  John  Freind  to  cut. off  King 
William^  was  a  clear  inference  from  the  overt  act  in 
question ;  not  an  inference  o(law  for  the  Court,  but 
otfact  for  the  Jury,  under  the  guidance  of  plain 
common  sense ;  because  the  consequence  of  thePrer 
t;ender>  r^giyning  the  throne^  must  have  been  the 
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attainder  of  King  William  by  act  of  Parliiiineiit.-^ 
Sbtt^  gentlemen  seem  to  look  as  if  they  tbot^flA 
not — ^but  I  should  be  glad  to  hear  the  position  con*^ 
tradicted.--— I  repeat^  that  if  the  Pi^etender  had  beeh 
re^ored^  as  King  of  England^  the  tegal  conse^enefe 
vfovAA  have  been^  that  King  Williani'  wouM  have  been 
a  ^itor  and  an  usurper^  and  subject  as  such  to  fafe 
tried  at  the  Old  Bailey,  or  wherevek*  else  the  King, 
who  took  his  place,  thought  fit  to  bring  him  to  judg- 
inent. — ^From  these  premises^  therefore,  there  couM 
be  no  difficulty  of  inferring  the  intention  ;  and,  ihere« 
firfe,  if  ever  a  case  existed,  where,  from  the  clearness 
of  the  inference^  the  province  of  the  Jury  might  hafve 
been  overlooked,  and  the  overt  act  confounded  vriih 
the  treason,  it  was  in  the  instance  of  Freind ;  but  86 
far  was  this  from  being  the  case,  that  you  will  find^ 
on  the  contrary,  every  thing  I  have^  been  saying  to 
you,  since  I  began  to  address  you,  summed  up  and 
confirmed  by  that  most  eminent  magistrate  Lord 
Chief  Justice  Holt,  who  presided  upon  that  trial. 

He  begins  thus-  :**^"  Gentlemen  of  the  Jury,  Look 
*'  3^e,  the  treason  that  is  mentioned  in  the  Indictment  is 
*'  conspiringy  compassing,  and  imagining  the  death  of 
*'  the  king.  To  provb  the  conspiracy  and  db^ 
*^  SIGN  of  the  King's  DEATH,  ttto  principal  eveH 
**  acts  are  insisted  on.''*  He  does  not  consider  the 
overt  act  of  conspiracy  and  consultation  to  be  tht 
treason,  but  evidence  (as  it  undoubtedly  was  in  that 
case)  to  prove  the  compassing  the  dieath.  The 
Chief  Justice  then  states  the  two  overt  acts  above 
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flientioned,  and  sums  up  the  evidence  for  and  agaimt 
the  Prisoner,  and  leaves  the  intention  to  tlie  Joxy  as 
mdtier  of  fact. — For  it  is  not  till  afterwards  that  he 
comes  to  ariSwer  the  Prisoner's  objection  in  point  of 
law,  as  the  Chief  Justice  in  terms  puts  it — '^  There  is 
^^  another  tHing^^'  said  Lord  Chief  Justice  Holt,  *^  he 
^*  did  insist  upon,  and  that  is  matter  op  law* 
**  The  statute  25th  Edward  III,  was  read,  which  is 
*^  the  great  statute  about  treasons,  and  that  does  cor^ 
**  taiti  divers  species  of  treason,  and  declares  what  shall 
be  treason :  one  treason  is  the  compassing  and  ima^ 
gining  the  death  of  the  King ;  another  is  the  levying 
"  war.     Now  says  he"*  (i.  e,  Freind),  "  here  is  no 
*^  war  actually  levied ;  and  a  bare  conspiracy  to  levy 
^*  waVy  does  not  come  within  the  law  against  treason^* 
To  pause  here  a  little :  Freind's  argument  was  this— 
Whatever  my  intentions  might  be— whatever  my  ob- 
ject of  levying  war  might  have  been*— whatever  might 
have   been  my  design  to  levy  it — however  the  de- 
struction of  the  King  might  have  been  effected  by 
my  conspiracy,  if  it  had  gone  on-— and  however  it 
might  have  been  my  intention  that  it  should,— it  isr 
Hot  treason  within  the  25th  of  Edward  III. — ^To 
which  Holt  replied,  a  little  incorrectly  in  language, 
but  right  in  substance—"  Now  for  that  1  must  tell 
^  yowi  if  there  be  only  a  conspire^  to  levy  war^  it.  is 
^  not  treason  :'*  i.  e.  it  is  not  a  substantive  treason : 
k  is  not  a  treason  in  the  abstract.     '^  But  if  the  cfe- 
*^  sign  wnd'  conspiracy  be  either  to  hill  the  Kingy  or  to 
dspost  him^  or  imprison  fdm^  or  put  a/ny  force  of 
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^^  restraint  vpon  him,**  i.e.  personal  restraint  by 
ferpe^  '^  and  the  tcay  cf  effecting  these  purposes  is  by 
LBVTixG  A  WAB ;  there  the  conspiracy  and  consult^ 
ation,  to  levy  war  for  that  purpose^  is  high  treason, 
^^  though  no  war  be  levied :  for  such  consultation  and 
conspiracy  is  an  overt  act  PROVING  tfie  com^ 
passing  the  death  of  the  King.**  But  what  sort 
of  war  is  it^  the  bare  conspiracy  to  levy  which^  is 
an  overt  act  to  prove  a  design  against  the  King's 
life,  though  no  war  be  actually  levied?  Gentle- 
men^ Lord  Holt  himself  illustrates  this  matter  so 
dearly,  that  if  I  had  any  th^pg  at  stake  short  of  the 
honour  and  life  of  the  Prisoner,  I  might  sit  down  as 
soon  as  I  had  read  it : — ^for  if  one  did  not  know  it  to 
be  an  extract  from  an  ancient  trial,  one  would  say  it 
was  admirably  and  accurately  written  for  the  present 
parpose.-«-k  is  a  sort  of  prophetic  bird's  eye  view  of 
what  we  are  engaged  in  at  this  moment :— ^^  There 
*^  wifly  be  war  levied  (continues  Lord  Holt  in  Preind's^ 
*^  case)  without  any  design  upon  tJie  King*s  person, 
which,  if  ACTUALLY  LBVIBD,  is  high  treason, 
though  purposing  and  designing  such  a  levying  of 
war  is  not  so.  As  for  example :  if  persons  do  as^ 
*^  semble  themselves,  and  act  unth  force,  in  opposition 
"  to  some  law,  and  hope  thereby  to  get  it  repealed ; 
^^'  this  is  a  levying  war,  and  treason,  THOUOif  the 

'^  PURPOSING  AND  DESIGNING  OP  IT  IS  NOT   SO.      So 

'^  when  they  endeavour,  in  great  numbers,  with 
^^  FORCE,  to  make  reformation  of  their  own  heads; 
*^  wiikout  pursuijig  the  methods  of  the  l(iw^  that  h  « 
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^  levying  war,zvT  the  purpose  and  Designincs^  j!fl^ 
**  KOT  so.  Bui  if  there  be,  as  I  told  you,  a  purpose^ 
^'  and  design  to  destroy  the  King,  and"  (not  or 
to  depose  him,  bat  and  to  depose  hkn)  ^^  to  depose 
^^  him  from  hvi  throne,  wkkh  is  proposed  and  designed 
^^  to  be  effected  by  war  thai  is  to  be  levied;  such  a  con-^ 
*^  spirary  and  consultation  to  levy  war  for  THEf 
^^  bringing  this  to  pass"  (i,  e«  for  lN*inging  th^ 
King's  death  to  pass)  ^'  is  an  overt  act  of  high  trear^ 
^^  son.  So  that.  Gentlemen,  as  to  that  objection  which 
^'  he  makes,  IN  POINT  OF  LAW,  it  is  ofno^force^ 
^'  if  there  be  evidence  siifficient  to  convince  you  ^  that 
^^  he  did  conspire  to  levy  war  FOR  SUCH  AN 
^'  END."  And  be  condodes  by  again  leaving  the 
intention  expressly  to  the  Jury. 

It   is   THE    END  THEREFORE  FOR  WHICH  the*  War  1^ 

to  be  levied,  and  not  the  conspiracy  to  do  any  act 
which  the  law  considers  as  a  levying  of  wir,  that 
constitutes  Sn  overt  act  of  treason  against  the  King^a 
life.-— The  most  rebellious  movements  towards  a  re- 
form in  government,  not  directed  against  the  King*s 
person,  will  not,  according  to  Lord  Holt,  support 
the  charge  before  you. — ^I  might  surround  the  House 
of  Commons  with  fifty  thousand  men,  for  the  ex- 
press purpose  of  forcing  them,  by  duress,  to  repeal 
any  iaw  that  is  offensive  to  me,  or  to  pass  a  bill  for 
altering  elections,^  without  being  a  possible  object  of 
this  prosecution. — Under  the  other  branch  of  the 
statute,  I  might  indeed  be  convicted  o(  levying  war, 
but  not  of  compassing  the  King's  death ;  and  if.  I 
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only  con^ifed  and  meditated  this  rising  to  repeal 
]a\v9  by  rebellion^  I  oould  be  convicted  of  nothing 
b^t  a  high  fnisdem(^anQr.~{  would  give  .my  friendb 
the  case  upop  a  special  verdict^  and  let  them  hang 
me  if  they  CDuld.^^How  much  more  might  I  give  it 
them  if  the  ccHispiracy  imputed  was  not  tp  effect  a 
refprm  by  violence,  but^  as  in  the  case  before  os^  by 
jjamphlets  atid  speecfa^s^  which  might  produce  uni*- 
versal  suffhtge^  which  universal  suffhige  might  eat 
out  and  destroy  Aristocrary^  which  destruction  might 
lead  to  the  fall  of  Monarchy^  and^  in  the  end^  to  the 
death  of  the  King.>*^Gent]emen9  if  the  cause  were 
not  too  serious,  I  should  liken  it  to  the  play  with 
which  we  amuse  our  children.  ^'  This  is  the  cow  with 
'^  the  crumpledy  horn^  which  gCH-ed  the  dog,  that 
^^  worried  the  cat,  that  ate  the  rat^  &c.  ending  in  the 
*^  house  which  Jack  builte'* 

I  do  therefore  maintain,  upon  the  express  authority 
of  Lord  Holt,  that,  to  convict  a  Prisoner,  charged 
with  this  treason^  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  you 
should  be  satisfied  of  his  intention  against  the  KimgU 
life,  as  charged  in  the  indictment,  and  that  IK)  de^ 
sign  against  the  King*s  government  will  even  be  a 
legal  overt  act  to  be  left  to  a  Jury  as  the  evidence  of 
such  an  intention  (much  less  the  substantive  and 
consummate  treason),  unless  the  conspiracy  be  di** 
rectly  pointed  against  the  person  of  the  Kirkg.  The 
case  of  Lord  George  Gordon  is  opposed  to  this  as  a 
high  and  modern  decision ;  and  the  Attorney  Ge- 
neral descended  indeed  to  a  very  humlile  and  lowly 
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^atfaority^  when  he  sought  to  maintain  his  argument 
by  my  own  speech,  as  Counsel  for  t^at  unfortunate 
person.      The  passage  of  it  alluded  -to  lies  at  this 
moiaent  before  me ;  and  I  shall  repeat  it,  and  re- 
maintain  it  to-day « — ^But  let  k  first  te  recollected, 
that  Lord  Greorge  Gordon  was  not  indicted  fer  eom- 
passing  or  imagining  the  King^s  death,   under  the 
Brst  branch  of  the  statute,  but  by  levying  war  un« 
der  the  second.  It  never  indeed  entered  into  the  con«- 
option  of  any  *  man  living,  that  such  an  indictment 
could  have. been  maintained,  or  attempted  against 
him :  I  appef i  to  jgme  of  your  Lordships  now  present, 
for  whose  learning  and  capacity  I  have  the  greatest 
juad  bi^est  respect,  and  who  sat  upon  that  trial, 
that  it  was  not  insinuated  Irom  the  Bar,  much  less 
adjudged  by  the  Court,  that  the  evidence  had  any 
bearing  upon  the  Jir$%  branch  of  treason. — I  know 
that  I  may  safely  appeal  to  Mr.  Justice  BuUer  for 
tlie  truth  of  this  assertion;  and  ndthing  surely  in 
the  passage  from  my  address  to  the  Jury,  has  the 
ceokotest  allusion  to  assimilate  a  conspiracy  against 
the  King's  government   (collateral  to  his   person) 
with  a  treason  against  his  life. — My  words  were, 
'^  To  compass,  or  imagine  the  death  of  the  King ; 
f^  sudi  imagination,  or  purpose  of  the  mind,  visible 
^^  only  to  its  great  Author,  being  manifested  by  some 
f^  opeii  act ;  en  institution  obviously  directed,  not 
S^  only  tOL  the  security  of  his  natural  person,  but  to 
*^  the  stability  of  the  government ;  the  life  of  the 
^^  Prince  being  so  interwoven  with  the  constitution 
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"  of  the  State^  that  an  attempt  to  dertroy  the  one> 
'^  is  justly  hdd  to  be  a  rebeliioos  conspiracy  against 
«  the  other*;* 

What  is  this  but  to  say  that  the  King*s  sacred  life 
is  guarded  by  higher  sanctions  than  the  ordinary 
laws^  because  of  its  more  inseparable  connesdon 
Vfiih  the  public  security^  and  that  an  attempt  to  de- 
stroy it  is  tiierefore  made  treason  against  the  State? 
But  the  Attorney  Qenersl  is,  I  am  sure,  too  correct 
in  his  logic  to  say,,  tbit  the  converse  of  the  proposi« 
tion  is  therefore  qiatntained,  and  that  an  attack  upon 
the  King's  authority,  iviithout  design  upon  his  per- 
son, is  affirmed  byi  the  same  expression  to  be  trea* 
son  against  his  life.— 4Iis  correct  and  eidarged  mind 
IS  incapable  of  such  confusion  of  ideas. 

But  it  is  time  to  quit  what  £dl  from  me  upon  this 
occasion;^  in  order  to  examine  the  judgment  of  the 
Court,  and  to  clothe  myself  with  the  authority  of 
that  great  and  venerable  magistrate,  whose  memory 
will  always  be  dear  to  me,  not  only  from  the  eminent 
services  he  rendered  to  his  country  in  the  administra- 
tion of.  her  justice,  but  on  account  of  the  personal 
regard  and  reverence  I  had  for  him  when  living. 

Lord  Mansfield,  in  delivering  tbe  law  to  the  Jury 
upon  Lord  George  Gordon's  trial  (I  appeal  to  the 
trial  itself,  and  to  Mr.  Justice  Buller,  now  present^ 
who  agreed  in  the  judgment),  expressly  distinguished 
between  the  safety  provided  for  the  King's  naiw^l 

*  See  tbe  Speech  for  LQid  Geoi^ge  Qot^imt  voL  i.  p.  7^ 
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pf^ffOn,  by  Iha  firsfc  branGh  oi  tbe  statm^e,  and  the 
jj^prity .  q(  bisi  ex^ulive  power  under  the  second, 
^b^t  gre£^t  Judge  never  had  an  idea  thi^t  the  natural 
^SQp  of  the  King»  and  the  nu^sty  of  the  King^ 
were  the^  $ama  thing,  nor  that  the  tre^sonB  against 
tineo)  w^fe  synonimous  t  he  knevir^  on  the  contrary^ 
£»r  be  k9ew  all  that  was  to  be  known,  that  as  sttb- 
a^4^iW  CrifMS  they  never  had  been  blended.     I  will 
^eitd  his  Qwt>  words: — *^  There  are  two  kinds  of 
•*  levying  war  t — one  against  the  person  of  the  King ; 
to  imprison^  to  dethrone^  op  t&  kill  him  j^  or  to 
make  him  change  measupes,  or  re^io^tre  counsel'^ 
]!or8:*r*the  other,  which  is  said  to  be  levied  against 
the  mofesty  of  the  King,   or,  in  other  words, 
against  him  in  his  regal  capaeity :  as  when  a  mut* 
'^  titude  rise  and  assemble  to  attain  by  force  and 
violent  any  object  of  a  general  public  nature ; 
that  is  lev3^ag  war  against  the  majesty  of  the 
*^  King;  itnd  moat  re^onably  so  held,  because  it 
'^  ^9od#  to  dissolve  all  the  bonds  of  society^  to  d^-- 
ftroy  property,  and  to  overturn  government ;  and^ 
by  foripe  of  arms,  to  restrain  the  King  from  reign* 
ing  according  to  law."    But  then  observe,  6ett« 
tlemen^  the  t0ar  must  be  actttally  le^^ied;  and  here 
99ain  I  af^al  to  Mr.  Justice  Buller,  for  the  words 
(if  Lord  Mansfield^  expressly  referring  for  what^  J^ 
tmd  to  the  authority  of  Lord  Molt,   in  Sir  John 
Freiad^a  jcase,  already  cited :  '^  Lord  Chief  Justiee 
H<rft,  in  Sir  John  Freind's  case,  says  t— ^  If  por- 
90f»  4o  adsesibk  themselves  and  act  wit^  force, 

VOL.   n%.  f»f 


re 


4C 
€€ 


€€ 
€€ 


<966  MB.  B£8K1NB*8  SPSttfR  ON 

'^  in  opposition  to  some  law  which  they  think  inoon« 
'^  venient,  and  hope  thereby  to  get  it  repealed^  this 
is  a  levying  war  and  treason.*  In  the  present  case* 
it  don't  rest  upon  an  implication  that  they  hoped 
^^  by  opposition  to  a  law  to  get  it  repealed ;  bot  the 
prosecution  proceeds  upon  the  direct  ground,  that 
the  object  was,  by  force  and  violence,  to  compel 
the  Legislature  to  repeal  a  law ;  and  therefore, 
*'  without  any  doubt,  I  tell  you  the  jomt  opinion 
<^  of  us  all^  that,  if  this  multitude  assembled  with 
''  intenty  by  acts  cf  force  and  violence,  to  compel 
."  the  Legislature  to  repeal  a  law,  it  is  high  trea- 
:*'  son.**    liet  these  words  of  Lord  Mansfield  be 
taken  down,  and  then  show  me  the  man,  let  his 
rank  and  cap^eity  be  what  they  may,  who  can  re- 
move me  from  the  foundation  on  which  Istand,  when 
I  maintain  that  a  conspiracy  to  levy  war  for  the  ob- 
jects of  refdrmatidn,  is  not  only  not  the  high  trea« 
son  charged  by  this  Indictment,  when  hot  directly 
pointed  against  the  King's  person,  but  that  even  the 
actual  levying  it  would  not  amount  to  the  constitu- 
.  tion  of  the  crime.     Biit  this  is  the  least  material 
part  of  Lord  Mansfield's  judgment,  as  applicable  fo 
the  present  question ;  for  he  expressly  oonsidiers  thb 
iNTBNTioN  of  the  Prisoner,  whatever  be  tlie  act  of 
treason  alleged  against  him,  to  be  all  in  all. — So 
far  from  holding  the  probable  or  even  inevitable  con« 
.  sequence    pf  the    thing   done  as  constituting^  the 
.  quality  of  the  act,  he  pronounces  them  to  be  nothing 
as  s^arated  from   the  criminal  design^  to  produce 
*  Lovd  Georges  Gdrdon^s,  then  on  trial. 

A 
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thein*<~Lord  George  Gordon  assembled  an  immense 
multitude  around  the  House  of  Commons,  a  system 
(|0  Of^osite  to  that  of  the  persons  accused  before  this 
Commission^  that  it  appears  from  the  evidence  they 
would  not  even  allow  a  man  to  come  amongst  them^ 
because  be  bad  been  Lord  George's  Attorney. — ^The 
Lords  and  Commons  were  absolutely  blockaded  in  the 
cbambei^  of  Parliament;  and  if  control  was  the  in- 
tention  of  the  Prisoner^  it  must  be  wholly  immaterial 
what  were  the  deliberations  that  were  to  be  con- 
Irolled;  whether  it  was  the  continuance  of  Roman 
Catholics  under  penal  laws,  the  repeal  of  the  septen- 
rnial  j(ct,  or  a  total  change  of  the  structure  of  the 
House  of  Gammons,  that  was  the  object  of  vio- 

JeQpe,r-**the  attack  upon  the  legislature  of  the 
country  would  have  been  the  same.  That  the  mul- 
titude were  actually  assembled  round  the  Houses, 
and  brought  there  by  the  Prisoner,  it  was  impossible 
for  me  as  his  Counsel  even  to  think  of  denying,  nor 
that,  their  tumultuous  proceedings  were  not  in  ef- 

.  feet  productive  of  great  intimidation,  and  even  dan- 
g^^  to  the  Lords  and  Commons,  .in  the  exercise  of 
their  auUu>rity: — neither  did  I  venture  to  question 
Uie  IaW|  that  the  assembling  the  multitudeybr  that 
purpose,  was  levying  war  within  the  statute.— Upon 

.  tbesci  facts  therefore,  q}plied  to  the  doctrines  we 
have  heard  upon  this  Trial,  there  would  have  been 
DPtbing  in  Lord  George  Gordon's  case  to  try ;  he 
must  bave  boep  iiptftantly ,  without  controversy «  con- 

:  >ii9te4««--^Q^L()rd  Mansfield  did  not  say  to  the  Jury 

c  c  2 
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(iaccdrdltig  to  th(4  ddctrlhes  thafe  Rave  befen 
Jiere),  that  if  thi^  fowttd  the  multitude  slssetnbfed  by 
the  PKsbner,  were  in  fadt  jpalpkbly  intiifaidatihg  afid 
controlling  the  Pkriiament  in  the  exeniistt  of  tb^ 
farlctidtis,  hb  M^  ^dilty  of  high  trea^diii  iihdi^Bv^ 
his  tnlentiom  might  have  £aen;-^--He  did  ttot  t^ll  tlUHft 
ih^t  the  inevitnbie  tdiistqumce  of  assemblitig  a  filttn- 
dred  t^oQSK&nd  people  round  the  Legislature^  betn^ 
a  bontrol  oh  their  proceedings,  was  therejife  ^  levy- 
vti^  ^ty  though  coRected  from  fblly  anfd  Ashnisstf, 
without  the  intention  oif  vibTence  or  cotati^l4 — ^If 
this  htid  beet)  the  doctrine  of  Lord  M^dfi^,  tharie 
^ouM  (as  \  safd  b^foiie)  have  been  nfdttiing  to  try ; 

« 

fdf  I  'admittirid  in  terrha^  that  h^  cdnduet  Waa  ^ 
e^treiiiity  of  raabhess,  at^d  totally  inconsistent  With 
hi&  hchk  in  the  country,  and  his  station  sts  a  member 
of  tfee  Houte  of  Oommotti.— feut  the  venert^le 
magistrate  nevter  for  a  nidrheht  lost  sight  cf^Ae 
grand  ruKng  principle  of  criminal  justice,  thbt  oritete 
can  )iave  no  tdslk,  but  in  the  thind  ^  Mid  upon  the 
i^risoner^s  intention^  and  upon  hfe  hiterititm  akhe,  he 
"fexpressly  left  thfe  ivholc  riWt^  to  the  Jrtry^,  Hfith  the 
following  drrections,  tvhieh  I  shall  read  v^rbatiin 
from  the  Trial :  *^  Having  premised  tbese  aet^iiJ 

propositions  and  principtes,  Iheaubjoe't  mMter  fer 

your  cdtisidiEJrsition  naturally  resolVes  iMeff  tnta 

twopoititst 

''  !First,  Whether  thfe  hmftitud^did  ^sefi^Ie  lAd 
'*  commit  acts  of  vrotence,  with  int^t  (o  Ijefnjfy 
'^  and  compel  the  Lejgislatuife^d  repeal  the  actoiAed 
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^  Sir  George  Seiville's. — If  upon  this  poiot  your  <^f . 
^^  nicm  shoiil4  be  in  the  negative,  that  makes  m  end 
^  of  the  whole,  and  the  i^risoner  ought  to  be  w- 
*^  qaitted :  hut  if  your  opinion  should  be,  that  Mr 
^  intfint  of  this  multitude,  and  tbe  yiolence  \hey 
^  oommitted,  was  to  fc^rce  a  repeal,  there  arises  4 
^  second  point-— 

*.  '^^  Whether  the  Prisoner  at  Ijie  Bar  inciteid,  en* 
*^xx>ttrag£d,  prorooGed,  or  assisted  in  raising  tbi^ 
^*  insorrection,  and  the  terror  they  wrried  vith 
^^Cheai,  WITH  t^bjuttbitt  of  (fWHiBg  a  repeal  q/* 
f^  1^  law.  / 

'-  ^  Upon  these  two  pciats,  wWdj  ym  wiH  cdj  your 
^^atteotidia  i:o,  depends  the  &te  ^f^his  tri?^;  for  if 
ff  4$ther  the  isoultitude  l)ad  no  ^^e^  httnt,  or  snppo^ 
^-*  ■jiwg'  tkey  bad,  if\tAc  Prfsomsr  wqs  nq  iQaUse,  did  nqf 
P*  excite,  aqd  toojc.no  part  in i)ondi|cUng,  cpuu^ei^ 
•^f  ling,  or  fomenting  the  iD^niyeption,  the  Prisoner 
^f  x»iigbt  to  be  >acquitted;  and  there  is  |[vo|uetenqe 
i^  thalt  ihe  personally  concurred  ad  any  act  ,of  yipr 
^*  lence/* 

'  J« therefore  conaider  the  case. of  I^diQeprge  ^9fr 
.4o<n,  as  a  direct  authority  in  n:iy  favour. 

'To  show  that  a  oorispinacy  to  de^^e  the  .|Ciog»  Wr 
^pendendy  of  ukerior  intention  against  his  life,  ^ 
high  treason  within  the  statute,  the  Attorney  Gc$- 
'Rerai  next  :Supposes  ihat  :traitors  Ijiad  qongpjred  to 
depose  King  Wiliiani,  but  :$ti]I  to  preserve  him  ^s 
Stadtholder  in  Holland,  and  asks  whether  that  coih 
spiracy  would  joot  jbea  compassing  hi^.death;  to  thft 
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question  I  answer,  that  it  would  not  have  been  a  com«^ 
passing  the  death  of  King  William,  provided  the 
conspirators  could  have  convinced  the  Jury  that  their  ^ 
firm  and  bonAfide  intention  was  to  proceed  no  fur-* 
ther,  and  that,  under  that  belief  and  impression,  the 
Jury  (as  they  lawfully  might)  had  negatived  by  their 
finding,  the  fact  of  the  intention  against  the  KiDg*« 
natural  existence. — I  have  no  doubt  at  all,  that,  upon 
that  finding,  no  judgment  of  treason  could  be 
pronounced:  but  the  difficulty  would  be,  tOBieet 
with  a  Jury,  who,  upon  the  bare  evidence  of  aoch  a 
conspiracy,  ^ould  find  such  a  verdict.  There  might 
be  possible  circumstances  to  justify  such  a  negative 
of  the  intention^  but  they  must  come  from  the  Vn^ 
soner. — In  that  case  the  Crown  would  rest  upon 
the  conspiracy  to  depose^  which  would  be  prh/ki 
facie  and  cogent  evidence  of  the  compassing,  and 

leave  the  hard  task  of  rebutting  it^  on  the  Defend^ 

• 

ants: — ^I  say  the  hard  task,  because  the  case  put  is 
of  a  direct  rebellious  force,  acting  against  the  King ; 
not  only  abrogating  his*  authority^  but  imprisoning 
and  expelling  his  person  from  the  kingdom.  I  am 
not  seeking  to  abuse  the  reasons  and  consciences  Of 
Juries  in  the  examination  of  facts^  but  am  dnlf 
resisting  the  confounding  tliem  with^  arbitrary  pro* 
positions  of  law. 

Gentlemen^  I  hope  I  have  now  a  right  to  consider 
that  the  existence  of  the  high  treason  charged  against 
the  unfortunate  man  before  you,  is  a  matter  of  fact 
for  your  consideration  upon  the  evidence.— To  esta- 
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blish  this  pointy  has  been  the-  scope  of  all  that  you 
have  been  listeniDg  to^  with  so  much  indulgence  and 
patience*  It  was  my  intention  to  have  further  sup^ 
ported  myself^  by  a  great  many  authorities^  which  I 
have  been  laboriously  ^tracting  from  the  difierenl 
books  of  the  law ;  but  I  find  imust  pause  here^  leat 
I  consume  my  strength  in  this  preliminary  part  of 
the  case,  and  leave  the  rest  defective,   .  .^ 

Gentlemen,  the  persons  named  in  the  Indictment, 
are  charged  with  a  conspiracy  to  subvert  the  rule, 
order,  and  government  of  this  country;  and  it  is 
material  that  you  should  observe  most  particularly 
the  means  by  which  it  alleges  this  purpose  was  to  be 
accoqfiplished. — ^The  charge  is  not  of  a  conspiracy 
to  hold  the  Convention  in  Scotland,    which   was 
actually  held  there ;  nor  of  the  part  they  took  in  its 
actual  proceedings;  but  the  overt  act,  to  which  all 
the  others  are  subsidiary  and  subordinate,  is  a  sup- 
posed conspiracy  to  hold  a  Convention  in  England^ 
which  never  in  fact  was  held;  and  consequently  all, 
the  vast  load  of  matter  which  it  has  been  decided 
you  should  hear,  that  does  not  immediately  connect 
itself  with  the. charge  in  question^  is  only  laid  before 
you  (as  the  Court  has  repeatedly   expressed  it)  to 
prove  that  in  point  of  fact  such  proceedings  were 
had,  the  quality  of  which  is  for  your  judgment; 
and  as  far,  and  as  far  only,  as  they  can  be  connectjed 
with  the  Prisoner,   and  the  act  which  he  stands 
charged  with,  to  be  left  to  you,  as  evidence  of  the 
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(AteAtitfti  Willi  ^0rtyk^  Ae  bdlding  bf  this  Stebnd  tbiN 
^ntmtttm  was  f^iSJMtCk}. 

Thys  i«raiifii990)!^  is  thferi^forte  thfe  whole  dause-^-^. 
8br  «be  charge  is  ttbi  the  ^^greeibetit  to  hdd  a  Cblii* 
ifenti6n>  whlioh  it  i$  noitorioiiSy  self-fevident,  and  tr^eb, 
admitted  that  they  ititend^d  tb  hcdd;  bbt  tbfe  Bgreeu 
\m6ut  Itohold  it  f0r  the  pM-pfose 'alleged,  of'osstminf; 
ell  the  autharitjf  tf  iHe  etktie,  WHi  injfii^lmdnt  eftke 
HMJft inienkim  ktgnirtii  ^^^  the  King.  Untess, 
.^erefbit,  ymt  c^n  ^dttdift  tJiriiB  ^d^ble  intemlon  frdtti 
therevidencre  l)efoi^  yiou^  Hie  Iufdictmeiit  is  ¥ie>t  ihatti- 
latired. 

Oe^ntletnen,  the  cha)^  b^ing  ef  <ia  tfon^racy, 
iftfcich,  if  n^de  ocrt  in  ^ditit  of  fact,  involved  ibeyond 
^U  controveri^jK,  aind  '^wiflhin  4he  <^tain  kif^wledge  of 
the  icon spiFStors^  the  livds  of  every  soul  t^at  was^n- 
jgag^d  in  it^  the  ^rM^servation  which  I  ^hUl  malee 
Id  yt)Q  (because  in  reason  it  ought  to  precede  A\ 
others)  is>  that  every  act  done  by  the  Prisoners,  end 
fevery  sentence  written  hy  them,  in  the  remotest  dis- 
gree  connected  with  the  charge,  or  offered  in  evU 
*dence  to  support  it,  were  done  and  written  in  tte 
^public  face  of  the  world  :*— the  transactions  which 
constitute  the  whole  body  of  the  proof,  were  not 
those  ofaday,  bLtt  in  regular  series  fortwoyei^ 
together;  they  were  not  the  peculiar  transaction  t>f 
the  Prisorters,  bilt  of  immense  bodies  of  the  King's 
subjects,  in  various  pafts  of  the  kingdom,  trissenibM 
without  the  sim-Hest  reserve,  ^nd  giving  to  the  poll* 
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^,  through  the  channel  of  the  daily  newspapers;  *k 
tninute  and  regular  journal  of  their  whole  proceJed*^ 
5ng8.     Not  a  syllable  have  we  heard  read,  in  the 
"weeVs  imprieonment  we  hare  suffered,  tTiat  we  haft 
not  all  of  us  read  for  months  and  months  before  the 
prosecution  was  heard  of;  and  whidh,  if  we  are  net 
-tafSciendy  satiated,  we  may  read  again  upon  the  fife 
4>f  every  coffee-house  in  the  kingdom. — It  is  admit* 
ted  distinctly  by  the  Crown,  that  a  reform  in  thfe 
"House  of  Commons  is  the  ostensible  purpose  of  dl 
4he  proceedings  laid  before  you ;  and  that  th*  at- 
*tainment  of  that  object  only,    is  the  grammatical 
itense  of  the  great  body  of  the  written  evidence. — ^It 
Terts  therefore  with  the  Crown,  to  show  by  lbgaXi^ 
tpKooF  that  this  ostensibxe  purpose,  and  the  whele 
mass  of  correspondence  upon  the  table^  was  only  a 
<Ao3k  to  conceal  a  hidden  madhination,  to  subveit 
"by  force  the  entire  authorities  of  the  kingdom,  and 
to  assume  them  to  themselves.    Whether  a  reform 
'of  Parliament  be  a  wise  or  an  unwise  expedient ; 
"whether,  if  it  were  accomplished,  it  would  ultimately 
Ijc  ahended  with  benefits,  or  dangers,  to  the  country, 
I  will  not  undertake  to  investigate,  and  for  this  plam 
reason;  because  it  is  wholly  foreign  to  the  subject 
before  us. — But  when  we  are  trying  the  integrity  of 
men^s  intentions,  and  are  examining  whether  their 
complaints  of  defects  in  the  representation  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  be  bond  Jide,  or  only  a  mere 
stalking-horse  for  treason  and  rebellion,  h  becomes 
1ft  most  essential  inquiry,  whether  they  be  the  first 
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who  have  uttered  these  complaint^ ; — ^whether  th^ 
have  taken  up  notions  for  the  first  time^  which 
never  occurred  to  others^  and  whether,  in  seeking  to 
interfere  practically  in  an  alteration  of  the  constitu- 
tion, they  have  manifested,  by  the  novelty  of  tbeif 
'Conduct,  a  spirit  inconsistjent  with  afiection  for  the 
jgovernment,  and  subversive  of  its  authority.  Gen* 
Uemen,  I  confess  for  one  (for  I  think  the  safest  way 
of  defending  a  person  for  his  life  before  an  enlightf 
,ened  tribunal,  is  to  defend  him  ingenuously),  I  con- 
fess for  one,  that  if  the  defects  in  the  constitution  of 
Parliament,  wluch  are  the  subject  of  the  writings^ 
and  the  foundation  of  all  the  proceedings  before  you, 
had. never  occurred  to  other  persons  at  other  times^ 
or,  if  not  new,  they  had  only  existed  in  the  history 
of  former  conspiracies,  I  should  be  afraid  you  would 
suspect,  at  least,  that  the  authors  of  them  wera 
plotters  of  mischief. — ^In  such  a  case  I  should  natu- 
rally expect^  that  you  would  ask  yourselves  this 
question — Why  should  it  occur  to  the  Prisoner  at 
the  bar,  and  to  a  few  others  in  the  year  2794,  im- 
•mediately  after  an  important  revolution  in  another 
country^  to  find  faulty  on  a  sudden,  with  a  consti- 
tution which  had  endured  for  ages,  without  the  im- 
putation of  defect,  and  which  no  good  subject  had 
ever,  thought  of  touching  with  tlie  busy  hand  of 
reformation  ?  I  candidly  admit  that  suph  a  question 
would  occur  to.  the  mind  of  every  reasonable  man, 
and  cotild  admit  no  favourable  answer. — But  surely 
this  admission  entitles  pic,  on  the  other  hand,  (p 
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the  concession^  that  if,  in  comparing  theif  writiogSj 
and  examining  their  conduct  with  the  writings  tnd 
conduct  of  thfs  best  and  most  unsuspected  persona 
ia  the  best  and  most  unsuspected  times.  We  find. them 
treading  in  the  paths  which  have  distii^guished  their, 
highest  auperiors ;  if  we  find  them  only  exposing, 
the  same  defects,  and  pursuing  the  same  or  similar, 
courses  -for  their  removal, — it .  would  be  the  height 
of  wickedness  and  injustice  to  torture  expressions, 
and  pervert  conduct,  into   treason  and  rebellion, 
which  had  recently  Kfted  up  others  to.  the  love  of  the. 
nation,  to  the  confidence  of  the  sovereign,  and  to 
all  the  honours  of  the  state.  The  natural  justness  of 
this^  reasoning  is  so  obvious,  that  we  have  only  to 
examine  the  fact ;  and,  considering  under  what  au-. 
spices  the  IVisoners  are  brought  before  you,  it  may 
be  fit  that  I  should  set  out  with  reminding  yoo,  that 
the  great  Earl  of  Chatham  began  and  established 
the  feme  and  glory  of  his  life  upon  the  very  cause 
which  my  unfortunatex clients  were  ^gaged  in,  and 
that  he  left  it  as  an  inheritance  to  the  present  Minis* 
ter  of  the  Crown,  as  the  foundatbn  of  his  falme  and 
glory  after  him ;  and  his  fame  and  glory  were  acr 
cordingly  raised  upon  it ;  and  if  the  Crown*s  evir 
dence  had  been  carried  as  far  back  as  it  might  have 
been  (for  the  institution  of  only  one  of  the  two 
London  Societies  is  before  usj,  you  wpqld  have  found 
tha^  the  Cbnstitutipi^l  Society  owed  its  earliest  cre- 
dit with  the  copntry,  if  npt  its  Very  birth,  to  the 
Jabour  of  the  present  Minister,  andL  its  prqfesseid 


priftcipfes  to  His  Graoe  the  Duke  of  Richmoirf,  tiigh 
dsd'in  his  Majcsty^s  present  Councils,  whose  plan 
6f  reform  has  been  clearly  established  by  the  whole 
body  of  the  written  evidence,  and  by  every  witness 
cxatnined  Ibr  the  Crown,  to  have  been  the  type  vcA 
model  of  all  the  Societies  in  the  supposed  eonspl« 
racy,  and  iintformly  acted  upon  in  fbrm  and  in  sub- 
stance by  the  Prisoner  before  you,  up  to  the  reiy 
period  of  his  confinement. 

'  Gentlemen,  the  Duke  of  Richmond^  plan  was 
unrvefsdl  suffrage  and  annual  Parliaments ;  and  ur^ 
too  with  a  boldness.  Which,  when  the  comparison 
comes  to  be  made,  will  leave  in  the  back  ground  the 
Strongest  figures  in  the  writing  on  Ae  table. — I  do 
not  say  tfhis  sarcastically  ;  I  mean  to  speak  with  the 
greatest  respect  of  His  Grace,  both  with  regacd  to 
the  wisdom  and  integrity  of  his  conduct ;  for  al* 
though  I  have  always  thought  in  politics  with  the 
illustrious  person  whose  letter  was  read  to  you; 
a[lthough  I  think,  with  Mr.  Fox,  that  annual  Parlia- 
ments  and  universa;!  suffrage  would  be  nothing  like 
Bn  improvement  in  the  constitution;  yet  L confess 
that  I  find  it  easier  to  say  so  than  to  answer  the  Duk€ 
of  KIchmond's  arguments  on  the  subject ;  and  I 
tnust  say  besides,  speaking  of  His  Grace  from  a  long 
personal  knowledge,  which  began  when  I  was  Coun* 
-sel  for  his  relation  Lord  Keppel,  that,  independently 
df 'his  illustrious  rank,  which  secures  him  against 
the  imputation  of  trffling  with  its  existence,  he  is -a 
person  of  an  enlarged  understanding,   of  ^xtensii^e 


fttdtng^  and  of  mocfa  reflection ;  and  that  h»  hock 
cannot  therefoce.  ha  considered  as  .the  effasion  of 
tasbness  and  lolly,  bat  as  the  weQ-weigbcd, .  though 
perhaps  erroneous^  condusions  drawn  from  the  ac4 
toal  condition  of  our  afiairsy  viz.    that  without  a 
speedy  and  essential  reform  in  Parliament  (and  there 
fay  opthion  goes  along  with  him)  the  very  being  of 
the  coaatry^  ss  a  great  nation,  would  be  lost.    This 
{ilan  of  the  Duke  of  Richmond  was  the  grand  maiq 
spring  of  every  proceeding  we  have  to  deal  with  ;«^ 
yon  have  had  a  great.number  of  loose  conversstioM 
repotted  from  Societies,  on  which  no  reliance  caa  be 
had;  someiimes  ttey  have  been  garbled^  by  ^poes^ 
WNaetoneB  misnepresented  by  igtiorance;  and  even, 
a  coirect,  'havid  frequently  been  the  extravagances 
t»f  tfnknowa  individuals,  tiot  even  uttered  in  the  pre*> 
jaence  of  the  i^insoner,  and  totally  unconnected,  with 
any  des^ ;    fbr  whenever  their  proceedings  are 
appealed  to^  and  then*  real  object  examined^  by  living 
meinbers   of   them,  brought   before   you  by  the 
Crown^  to  testify  them  under  the  most  solemn  c^i- 
gations  of  troth,  they  appear  to  have  been  following, 
^  Jbrm  Md  in  sub^tunce^  the  plans  adopied  within 
-0ur  memori4i^  mot  only  by  the  Duke  of  Richmond, 
bta  by  huntlreds  ^the  most  eminent  men  m  the  king-- 
-torn.    The  Duke  of  Richmond  formally  published 
his  plan  of  relbrm  in  the  year  1780,  in  a  letter  to 
Zieate«ant  Colonel  Sharman,  who  was  at  that  lime 
ptvcticsfiy  employed  upon  the  same  object  m  Iti^ 
UxA  I  and  tl»ists  a.most  material  part  of  the  case; 
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because  you  are  desired  to  believe  that  the  ierais 
Contention^  and  Dblsgatss,  and  the  holding 
the  one^  and  sending  the  other^  were  all  collected 
from  what  had  recently  happened  in  France^  and 
were  meant  as  the  formal  introduction  of  her  repob* 
lican  constitution :  but  they  who  desire  you  to  be^ 
lieve  all  this,  do  not  believe  it  themselves ;  because 
they  know  certainly,  and  it  has  indeed  already  been 
proved  by  their'own  witnesses,  that  Conventions  of 
Beformers  were  hdd  in  Ireland,  and  Delegates; regu* 
larly  sent  to'them,  whilst  France  was  under  the  do« 
minion  of  her  ancient  government. — They  knew 
'  full  well  that  Colonel  Sharman,  to  whom  the  Duk^e's 
letter  was  addressed,  was  at  that  very  moment  sup- 
porting a  Convendon  in  Ireland,  at  the  head  of  ten 
tbousflod  men  in  arms,  for  the  defence  of  their 
country,  without  any  commission  from  the  King, 
any  more  than  poor  Franklow  had,  who  is  .now  in 
Newgate,  for  regimenting  sixty. — ^These  volunteers 
asserted  and  saved  the  liberties .  of  Ireland ; .  and  the 
King  would,  at  this  day,  have  had  no  more  subjects 
in  Ireland  than  he  now  has  in  America,  if  they  had 
been  treatied  as  traitors. to  the  government.~*It  was 
never  imputed  to  Colonel  Sharman  and  the  volun- 
teers, that  they  were  in  rebellion ;— yet  they  had 
arms  in  their  hands^  which  the  Prisoners  never  dream- 
ed of  having ;  whilst  a  grand  general  Convention  was 
ae^lly  sitting  under  th^ir  auspices  at  the  Royal 
Exchange  of  ^Dublin,  attended  by  regular  Delegates 
from  all  the  counties,  in  IreIand.«*-*<And  whq  weite 


THE  TRIAL  OP  THOMAS   HARDY.  ^QQ- 

these  ]!>e1egate8?-^I  will  presently  tear  off  their  names 
from  this  paper,  and  hand  it  to  you.— They  were  the 
greatest,  the  best,  and  proudest  names  in  Ireland  ;«-^ 
ihen  who  had  the  wisdom  to  reflect  (before  it  was  too 
late  for  reflection)  that  greatness  is  not  to  be  sup«» 
ported  by  tilting  at  inferiors,  till,  by  the  separation  of 
the  higher  from  the  lower  orders  of  mankind,  every 
distinction  is  swept  away  in  the  tempest  of  revolu- 
tion ;  but  in  the  happy  harmonization  of  the  whole 
community;  by  conferring  upon  the  people  their 
rights ;  sure  of  receiving  th^  auspicious'^return  of 
afFection,  and  of  ensuring  the  stability  of  the  govern^ 
ment,  which  is  erected  upon  that  just  and  natural 
basis.-^Gentlemen,  they  who  put  this  tortured  con- 
struction on  conventions  and  delegates,  know  also 
that  repeated  meetings  of  reforming  Societies,  both 
in  England  and  Scotland,  had  assumed  about  the 
same  time  the  style  of  Conventions,  and  had  been 
attended  by  regular  delegates  long  before  the  phrase 

* 

hadj  or  could  have,  any  existence  in  France;  and 
that  upon  the  very  model  of  these  former  associa- 
tions,  a  formal  Convention  was  actually  sitting  at 

Edinburgh;  with  the  Lord  Chief  Baron  of  Scotland 

• 

in  the  chair,  for  promoting  a  reform  in  Parliament^ 
at  the  very  moment  the  Scotch  Convention,  follow- 
ing  its  example,  assumed  that  title. 

To  return  to  this  letter  of  the  Duke  of  Rich- 
mond  : — It  was  written  to  Colonel  Sbarfimn.  iti  ^n- 
swer  to  a  letter  to  His  Grace,  desiring  to  kdoW  his 
plan  of  reform,  which  he  accordingly  communicated 
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by  the  ietter  wbtdi  j8  in  evideooe  i  and  which  ^^ 
W4f  neither  more  nor  less  th^  that  adopted  ky,  tbi 
Pri8onerSj»  of  surrovitidiog  ParlUment  (unwilling  to 
ttformits  own  corruptions) ,  not  l)y  armed  meOi  oi 
bjf  importunate  multitudes,  but  by  the  alill  and  nni» 
verbal  voice  of  a  whole  people  ci.AtMiNQ^  thexii 
VOWN  ANo  uvALiENAax«£  BiGHTS.-^Thi&  18  SO  pre^ 
ciaely  the  plan  of  the  Duke  of  Richmond^  that  | 
have  aUnpst  borrowed  hia  expressions.  Dia  Graof 
sayiy  '^  The  leaser  reform  has  been  attempted  with 
<'  every  possible  advantage  in  ita  favour ;  not  only 
^^  from  the  zealous  support  of  the  advocates  for  a 
^^  more  ef&ctual  one^  but  from  the  assistance  of  meo 
^^  of  great  weighty  both  in  and  out  of  power.  But 
^'  with  all  these  temperaments  and  helps  it  has  failed^ 
**  Not  one  proselyte  has  been  gained  from  oorruptbI^ 
nor  has  the  least  ray  of  hope  been  held  out  from  any 
quarter^  that  the  House' of  Commons  was  inclined 
*^  to  adopt  any  other  mode  of  reform*  The  weight  of 
^^  corruption  has  crushed  this  more  gentle^  as  it 
^'  would  have  defeated  any  more  efficacious  plan  in 
5'  the  same  circumstances.  From  that  quartePi 
"  therefore>  I  have  nothipg  to  hope*    It  is  fbom 

*^  THB  PSOPLE  AT  JUUGK  THAT  I  EXPECT  AXT 

*'  GOOD : — and  I  am  convinced,  that  the  only  way 
*'  to  make  them  feel  that  they  are  really  concerned 
*^  IB  the  business^  is  to  contend  for  th&irjull,  dear, 
^'  and  indisputable  rights  of  umversal  represenlutionJ* 
^ov  how  does  this  doctrine  apply  to  the  defence  of 
the  Prisoner  2-^1  maintain  that  it  has  the  mpat  de^ 


U 


TH8   TBIAI'  OF   THOMAS   HABDT,  401 

dsive  application ;  because  this  book  has  been  put 
into  tte  hands  of  the  Crown  witnesses,  who  have 
one  and  all  of  them  recognrsed  it,  and  declared  it  to 
ba\'e  been^  bon&Jide^  the  plan  which  they  pursued. 

'  But  are  Ihe  Crown's  witnesses  worthy  of  credit  ? 
•*-If  they  are  not,  let  as  return  home,  •  since  there  is 
no  evidence  at  all,  and'  the  cause  is  over. — All  tlie 
gdilt,  if  any  there  be,  proceeds  from  their  testimonfj' ; 
if  they  are  not  to  be  believed,  they' have  proved  no- 
thing;' since  the  Crown-  cannot  force  upon  you  that 
part  of  the  evtdefnce  which  suits  its  purpose,  and  ask 
yoii  to- reject  the  other  which  does' not.-    The  wit- 
nesses are)  either  entirely  credible,  or  trndeserving  of 
aU*cre^,  and  I  have  no  interest  in  the  alternative. 
This  is  precisely  the  state  of  .the  cause. — ^For,  with 
regard  to  all  the  evidence  that  is  written,  let  it  never 
be  fprgQtten,  that  it  Is  riot  upon  me  to  defend  my 
Clients  against  it,  but  for  the  Crown  to  extract  from 
it,  the. materials  of  accusation .-^They  do  not  con* 
tend  that  the  treason  is  upon  the  suiface  of  it,  but 
iitthe  latmt  intention  ;  which  intention  must,,  thene* 
fore,  be  supported  by  extrinsic  proof-;  but  which  ii 
nevertheless  directly  negatived  and  beat  down  by 
«very  witness  they  have  called,  leaving  them  nothing 
hni  commentaries  and  criticisms  against  b6th  fact 
and  language,  to  which,  for  the  present,  I  shall  con^ 
tent  tnyself  with  replying  in  the  authoritative  lan- 
gimge   of  the  Court,    in  the  earliest  stage  of  the 
proQeedtngd:* 

.  ,*'.  Jf  there  be  ^ojind  to  consider  the  professed 
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^'  purpose  of  any  of  these  associatiotidi  a  r^hrm  m 
'^  Parliament^  as  mere  colour^  and  as  a  preteat  held 


'^  out  in  order  to  cover  deeper  de9ign8«~deflig^. 
^^  against  the  whole  constitution  and  goVermnent  of 
^'  the  country ;  the  case  of  those  embarked  in  aodi 
^^  designs  is  that  which  I  have  biready  considered. 
^  Whether  this  be  so^  tv  not^  is  mere  matter  of 
^f  fiict ;  as  to  which  I  shall  only  remind  yoo^  that 
^^  an  inquiry  into  a  charge  of  diis  nature,  whick 
^  undertakes  to  make  out  that  the  OBtenfible  pur«» 
^f  pose  is  a  mere  veil,  under  which  is  codceekd  a 
^  traitorous  conspiracy,  requires  cool  and  deKberite 
<'  examination,  and  the  most  attentive  coiisidera<* 
^.'  tion  ;  and  that  the  result  should  be  perfectly  dear 
^  and  satisfactory.  In  the  affitirs  of  omnnxHi  fife, 
^  no  man  is  justified  in  imputing  to  anotfacra  tnean^ 
^*  tng  contrary  to  what  he  himsi^  expreiMes>  bat 
f^  upon  the  fullest  evidence  ^.^'•-^To  this  {though  ifc 
requires  nothing  to  support  it,^  either  in  reason  or 
Authority)  I  desire  to  add  the  direction  cf  Lord 
Chief  Justice  Holt  to  the  Jury,  on  the  trial  of  Sir 
John  Perkyiis : 

<«  Gentfemen,  it  is  not  fit  that  thens  shoiM  br 
V  any  strained  or  forced  construction  put  npon  • 
>*  man's  actions  when  be  is  tried  for  his  life,  Tom 
-^  ought  to  haive  a  full  and  satisfactory  evidcQce  that 
-^  he  is  guilty,  before  you  pronounce  him  to.** 
-  In  this  assimilation  of  the  writings  of  the  societies 
to  the  writings  of  the  Duke  of  Ri<ihmond  and  otbti% 

•  •  • 

*"  li  Lord  Ch!«r  Juslke  Eyre's  cba^e  la  tie  Onuid  Juty,  who 
fband  the  ladietment. 
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I'  4b  >  noft  forget  that  it  has  been  traly  said  by  the 
hot6  C^ief  JMtice^  in  the  course  of  this  very  cause^ 
tbaC^  ten  or  twenty  men's  comznittiog  crimes,  far^ 
nlshes  no  defence  for  other  men  in  committing  them* 
Gertaiiilyit  doea-not;  and  I  fly  to  no  sudi  sanc^ 
tMty  i  but  in  trying  the  Prisoner's  intentions^  and 
tbd>  intentions  of  those  with  whom  he  assodated  and 
aeted/  if  I  ^n  show  them  to  be  only  insisting  upoa 
the  same  ptniiciples  that  hpm  distingnished  the  most 
emineilt  men  tor  wisdom  and  virtue  in  the  oountry^ 
it  will '  not  be  very  easy  to  declaim  or  argue  themu 
ittt(y  thie  pains  of  de^tb,  whilst  our  bosoms  are  gIow«^ 
ing  Witb^  admiration  at  the  works  of  those  very  per** 
aMs  vi^bo  ifroold  con^lemn  them% 

Gentlemeny  ^  has  been  too  much  the  fashbn  of 
iate  to  overlook  the  genuioe  source  of  all  bumaoi  att« 
tlNirity^  bttt  more  especially  totally  to  forget  the  cha^ 
t&t\w  df  the  British  House  of  Commons  as  a  repre^ 
ietitdCi^  of  the  peoiJe:;*^whether  this  has  arisen  from 
Ihat  assembly'^  having  itsdf  forgotten  rt^  wonM  be 
iO^dMt'^fer  me  to  inqiiite  into  or  to  insinuate  ;•*«* 
b«it  I  Shall  preface  tb^  authorities  whicn  I  mean  jto 
cell«*  in  support  of  the  Prisoner^  with  the  opinion 
on  thut  siAJeot  of  a  truly  celebrated  writer,  whom  I 
vnlA^  to'spe^  4f^ith 'great  respect :  I  should,  indeed^ 
Va  trshamed;'  particularly  at  Ais  moment,  <to  nami 
him  inyidk>6sly,  while  he  is  bending  beneMj^ 
4!he  pr esMit^  ctf*  a  domestic  mi^prtune,  which  no 
,  msAn  otit  of  h(s  own  family  laments  more  sincerely 
than  I  do*.*— Ne  dffiferenoe  of  opinion  can  ^ver 

*  Mr.  Barke's  son  was  then  dying; 

D  2>2 


.•'y 


\ 


404  Hn.  BBSKISE^'S   SWBKCn  09 

make  me  forget  to  acknowledge  the  8Ad>Hmity,  of .  liis . 
genius,  the  vast  reach  of  his  und^rstauding,  aod.bis 
universal  acquaintance  with  the  histories,  and  oon- 
stitution  of  nations ;.  I  also  disavow  the  inlxoductipQ 
of' the  writings^  with  the  view  •f  involvipg  th^.mv 
thor  in  any  apparent  inconsistencies,  which,  w^d, 
tend,  indeed,  to  defeat  rather  than  to  advanqe  m^j 
purpose. — I  stand  here  to-day  to  claim  at  your.hpKHis, 
a  fair  and  charitable  interpretation  of  humm  c(xi*, 
4uct«  and  I  shall  not  set  out  with  giving  an  eat-* 
ample  of  uncharitableness^ — A  man  may  have,  reason, 
to  change  his  opinions,  or  perhaps  the  defect  may  be 
in  myself^  who  collect  that  they  are  changed ;  I  ^ve  it. 
to  God  to  judge  of  the  heart**^y  wish.is,  that  Chrisr 
tian  charity  may  prevail ;— that  the  public  hArmony, 
which  has'  been  lost,  may  be  restored ;— that  alt 
England  may  re- unite  in  the  bands  of  love  and  af« 
fection  ;-<-and  that,  when  the  G>urt  is  broken  up  by 
the  acquittal  of  the  Prisoners,  all  heart-bqrnifig^  and 
animosities  may  cease ; — that,  whilst  yet  we  work  in, 
the  light,  we  may  try  how  we  can  save  our  country 
hf  a  common  effort ;  and  that,  instead  of  shamqlessly 
fi^ting^  one  half  of  society  against  the  other  by  the 
Jfdf ce  .of  armed  associations,  &nd  the  terrors  of  courts 
fif  jusltice,  our  spirits  and  our  strength  may  b^  coqc)- 
tnned  in  the  glorious  cause  of  pur  country. — ^By 
^his,  I  do  not  mean  in  the  cause  of  the  pfesait  wao 
Avhich  I  protest  against  as  unjust,  calamitous^  and 
(destructive ;  but  this  is  not  the  place  for  such  a  sub^ 
^ept,  I  only  advert  to  it  to  prevent  mist^jepr^misrer, 
presentation^ 
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^  Thfe  history  and  character  of  the  English'  House 
bf  Commons  was  formerly  thus  described  by  Mr: 
Btirke :  *•  The  House  of  Commons  was  supposed 
"  originally  td  be  nd  part  of  tfie  standing  government 
^*  of  this  country  J  but  was  considered  as  a  control 
**  issuing  immediately  from  the  people,  and  speedily 
**  to  be  resblved  into  the'  mass  from  whence  it  arose : 
*^  ill  this  respect  it  was  in  the  higher  part  of  go* 
"**  vernraent  what  juries  are  iii  the  lower.  The  ca- 
**  pacity  of  a  magistrate  being  transitoy,  and  that  of  ^ 
^^  citizen  permanent,  the  latter  capacity,  it  was  hoped, 
'^  would  of  course  preponderate  in  all  discussions', 
'^  not  only  between  the  people  and  the  standing  au-^ 
*^  thority  of  the  Crown,  biit  between  the  people 
*^  and  thei  fleeting  authority  of  the  House  of  Conri* 
*^  mons  Itself,  It  was  hoped,  that,  being  of. a 
middle  nature,  between  subject  and  government, 
they  would  feel  wftK  a  more  tender  and  a  nearef 
*^  interest,  every  thing  that  concerned  the  people, 
'^  than  the  other  remoter  and  more  permanent  parts 
**  of  legislature. 

•^  Whatever  alterations  time  and  the  necessary 
'^  accommodation  of  business  may  have  introduced, 
^*  this  character  can  never  be  sustained,  unless  the 
^^  House  of  Commons  shall  be  made  to  bear  some 
^^  stamp  of  the  actual  disposition  of  the  people  at 
'^  large:  it  would  (among public  misfortunes)  be  an 
*^  evil  more  natural  and  tolerable,  that  the  House  qf 
*^  Commons  should  be  infected  with  every  epidemi- 
'*^  cal  frenzy  of  the  people,  as  this  would  indicate 
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^'  aome  consanguinity,  some  sympathy  of  nftttxre 
'^  with  their  conttituetitSj  than  that  they  should^  in 
^'  all  cases^  be  wholly  untouched  by  the  opiaioill 
^^  and  feelingA  of  the  people  oiit  of  doors.  By  this 
f '  want  of  sympathy  I  they  would  c^ae  to  be  a  House 
**  of  Commons* 

^^  The  virtue,  spirit,  and  essence  of  a  House  of 
^'  Commons,  consists  in  its  being:  the  express  image 
^f  of  the  feelings  of  the  nation*  It  was  not  instil 
^'  ttted  to  be  a  control  upon  the  people,  as  of  late 
^  it  has  been  taught,  by  a  doctrine  of  the  most 
'^  pernicious  tendency,  but  as  a  control  for  the 
''  people," 

He  then  goes  on  to  say,  that  to  give  a  technical 
ahape,  a  colour,  dress,  and  duration  to  popular 
opinion,  is  the  true  office  of  a  House  of  Commons^ 
-~Mr.  Burke  is  unquestionably  eorrect  {•--tbe  con* 
trol  UPON  the  people  is  the  K)ng*s  Majesty,  end 
Ihe  hereditary  privileges  of  the  Peeni  ;-^the  balanee 
of  the  state  is  the  control  fob  the  people  upon 
both,  in  the  existence  of  the  House  of  Comtnons ; 
•*-but  how  can  that  control  exist  for  the  people, 
unless  they  have  the  actual  election  6f  the  House  of 
Commons,  which,  it  is  most  notorious,  they  have 
not  ? — I  hold  in  my  band  a  state  of  tbe  represeota-. 
tion  which,  if  the  thing  were  not  otherwise  noto^ 
rious,  I  would  prove  to  have  bebn  lately  ofiered  in 
proof  to  the  House  of  Commons,  by  an  Honourable 
Friend  of  mine  now  present,  whose  motion  I  had 
tbehonour  to  second  *,  where  it  appeared  thai:  12,000 

♦  Mr.  Gr€y,  now  Earl  Grej. 


peofjo^  retarn  near. a  majority  of  the  House  of  Cofnr 
inoiw^  and  those  againj  under  the  control  of  about 
900*  3ut  though  these  facts  were  admitted^  al| 
redresSj  and  even  discussion,  was  refused,*-*Wha| 
ought  to  he  said  of  a  House  of  Commons  that  so 
conducts  itself,  it  is  not  for  me  to  pronounce  ;  I  will 
Hfpeal^  therefore,  to  Mr.  Burk^e,  who  says^  '^  that  a 
^'  House  of  Commonsi  which  in  all  disputes  between 
^^  the  people  and  administration  presumes  against 
^'  the  people,  which  punishes  their  disorders,  but 
^'  fc^q^es  ^ven  to  inquire  into  their  provocations^ 
^Hs  an  unnatural,  inons^rous  stat^  of  things  in  th« 
*^  constitution «" 

But  this,  is  nothing :  Mr.  Burke  goes  on  after «* 
Wiurds  to  ^ive  a  more  full  description  of  Parliament^ 
and  in  stronger  language  (let  the  Solicitor  General 
^e  it  down  for  his  reply),  than  any  that  has  been 
ismployed  by  those  who. are  to  be  tried  at  present  as 
pon^pirators  Against  its  e^^istence. — I  read  the  pas<* 
M^,  tQ  warn  you  against  considering  hard  wordt 
Hgtinst  the  House  of  Commons  as  d^isive  evidence 
of  treason  against  the  King.-rv^The  passage  is  in  a 
"well-known  work,  called.  Thoughts  on  the  Causes 
iQf  the  i^Rfes^NT  piscontents;  and  such  discontents 
V^ill  always  be  i^eesj^nt  whilst  their  causes  continue% 
ar-*The  word  piesknt  will  apply  just  as  well  new, 
«od  much  better  than  to  the  times  when  the  Honour*^ 
t^Ue  Gentleman  wrote  his  book ;  for  we  are  now  in 
the  heart  and  bowels  of  another  war,  and  groaning 
Uqdtr  k\fi  additional  burdens. — I  shall  therefore  leavQ 

i^  1)  4 


408  MR.  BBHcmS'S  %fxfieii  on    - 

it  to  the  learned  Gentleman,  who  is  to  reply,  to 
us  what  has  happened  since  our  author  wrote,  which 
renders  the  Parliament  less  liable  to  the  same  obserr 
vations  now. 

'^  It  must  be  always  the  wish  of  an  unconstitu* 
^\  tional  statesman,  that  a  House  of  Commons, 
*'  who  are  entirely  dependent  upon  him,  ehouki 
•*  have  every  right  of  the  people  entirely  dependent 
'*  upon  their  pleasure.  For  it  was  soon  discovered 
**  that  the  forms  of  a  free,  and  the  ends  of  an  arbin 
^*  trary  government,  were  things  not  altogether  in- 
**  compatible.  '  '  . 

**  Tlie  power  of  the  Crown,  almost  dead  and  rot- 
*^  ten  as  prerogative,  has  grown  up  anew,  with 
*'  much  more  strength  and  far  less  odium,  .under  th6 
**  name  of  infliience.-r-An  influence  which  operated 
*^  without  noise  and  violence ;  which  cofiverted  the 
•*  very  antagonist  into  the  instrument,  of  po^^er; 
*'  which  contained  in  itself  a  perpetual  principle  of 
♦'  growth  and  renovation  ;  and  which  the  distresses 
*'  and  the  prosperity  of  the  country  equally  teftded  to 
*^  augment,  was  an  admirable  substitute  for  a  prero- 
^*  gative,  that,  beiqgonly  the  offspring  of  antiquated 
^*^  prejudit^s,  had  moulded  in  its  original  stamina 
^'  irresistible  principles  of  decay  and  dissolution. '•• 

What  is  this  but  s<iying  that  the  House  of  Com- 
n>ons  is  a  settled  and  scandalous  abuse  fastened  ul>on 
the  people,  instead  of  being  an  antagonist  powerybr 
their  protection  ;  an  odious  instrument  of  power  in 
th|i  hands  of  the  Crpwn^  instead  of  a  popular  balance 
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kgakii  \%i    Did  Mr.  Bfirke  mean  that  the  pfero^i 
gativeqf  the  Grown,  properly  understood  and  exer* 
eised,  was  an  antiquated  prejudice  ?    Certainly  not} 
because  his  attachment  to  a  properly  balanced  mo^ 
xiarchy  i»  notorious  i — why  then  is  it  to  be  -fastened 
upon  the  Prisoners,  that  they  stigmatize  monarchyi 
li^ben  they  also  exclaim  orili/  against  its  corruptions  f 
In  the  same  maimer,  when  he  speaks  of  the  abuses  of 
Parliament,  would  it  be  fair  in  Mr.  Burke  to  aigoe^ 
from  the  strict  legal  meaning  of  the  expression,  4hat 
he  included,  in  the  censure  on  Parliament^  theKing^t 
person,  or. majesty,  which  id  part  of  the  Parliament? 
In  examining  the  work  of  an  author  you  must  collect 
the  sense  of  his  expressions  from  the  subject  he  is 
discussing;  and  if  he  is  writing  of  the  House  of 
Commons  as  it  afiecte  the  structure  and  efiicacy  of 
the  government,  you  ought  to  understand  the  wont 
Parliament  so  as  to  roeet  the  sense  and  obvious  mean* 
ipg  of  the  writer  .-i-Why  then  is  this  common  justice 
refused  to  others  ?-«»Why  is  the  word  Parliament  to 
be  taken  in  its  strictest  and  least  obvious  sense  against 
a  poor  shoe*maker^  or  any  plain  tradesman  at  aShrf^ 
iield  dub,  while  it  is  interpreted  in  its  popular,  thongb 
less  correct  acceptation,  in  the  works  of  the^  most 
distinguished  -soholar  of  the  age  ?-<-^Add  to  this,  that 
the  cases  are.  not  at  all  similar:  for  Mr..  Burke  uses 
the  word  Parliament  throughout y  when  he  is  speaking 
of  the  House  of  Commons  ;  without  any  concomi- 
tant  words  which  convey  an  explanation,  but  the 
fienseof  his  subject}  i/\rberras  Pitrliainent  is  fastened 
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upon  the  Priioiier  as  meanii^  som^tbipg  b^ond  tk% 
HoMe  of  Commoiis^  when  it  can  have  no  poaatble 
meaning  b^ond  it;  stnoe  from  the  banning  to  the 
cod  it  ia  joined  with  the  words  reprea^t/cnion  of  th^ 
people  ;r«the  representation  of  the  people  in  Parlia^ 
liientl-~Doea  not  this  most  palpably  mean  the  House 
of  ^^mmonsy  when  we  know  that  th^  people  have 
Ho  nepresentBtion  in  either  of  the  other  braochta  of 
the  governmadt  ? 

A  letter  has  been  read  in  evidence  from  Mr.  Hardy 
to  Mr.  F0X9  where  he  says  their  object  was  universal 
representation.  Did  Mr.  Fox  suppose,  when  he  re« 
ceived  this  letter^  that  it  was  from  a  nest  of  repoUtp 
cana^  damonring  paUicly  for  an  aniversal  represented 
live  conatitutioo  like  that  of  France  ?«~If  he^had^ 
leottld  he  have  sent  the  answer  he  did^  and  agreed  to 
^iresent  their  petition  ?*— They  wrote  also  to  the  So* 
ci^  of  the  Friends  of  the  People^  and  invited  them 
to  smd  ^dcA^ates  to  the  Convention  :*--^the  Attorney 
Oeneraly  who  has  made  honourable  and  candid  esen^ 
ikoa  of  that  body^  will  not  suppose  that  it  would  have 
oontented  itself  with  refusing  the  invitation  in  terms 
of  cordiality  and  regard^  if,  with  all  the  knowledge 
they  had  of  their  transaetiona,  they  had  conceived 
themsdves  to  have  been  invited  to  the  formation  of 
a  body,  which  was  to  over-rule  and  extinguish  all  the 
Itnthoritiea  of  the  State  :  yet  upon  the  perveraien  of 
these  two  terms,  Pariiaraent  and  Convention,  against 
ttheir  natural  interpnetation,  against  a  similar  use  of 
4iiem.by  others^  and  against  the  aolemn  explanation 


^  tbem  by  the  CrowQ^s  own  witnesses^  this  wbole 
iabric  of  terror  and  accusation  stands  for  its  sa{>{K)tt; 
li^^ters;  it  seems/  written  to  other  people^  are  to  bo 
bietter  understood  by  the  G^itlemen  round  this  tablt, 
who  never  saw  them  till  months  after  they  were 
written^  than  by  those  to  whom  they  were  ad4]?esse4 
and  sent;  and  no  right  interpretickion,  forsooth,  is  t9 
be  axpected  from  writings  when  piHmied'  in  their  re^ 
gular  series,  but  they  are  to  be  made  distinct  bjr 
binding  diem  up  in  a  large  volume,  alongside  of 
others  totally  unconnected  with  them,  and  the  yerjr 
existence  of  whose  authors  was  unlmown  to  om^ 
another. 

I  will  now.  Gentlemen^  resume  the  reading  <f 
another  part  of  Mr.  Burke,  ^nd  a  pretty  acoooat  it  ii ' 
of  this  same  Parliament:  '^  They  who  will  not  eoii^ 
^^  form  their  conduct  to  the  public  good,  and  camMt 
ff  support  it  by  the  prerogative  of  the  Crown,  havfe 
^'  adopted  a  ne^  plan.  They  have  totaUy  abandoned 
^^  the  shattered  and  old-fashioned  fortress  of  prerb^ 
gattve,  and  made  a  lodgment  io  the  atrong-boM 
of  Parliament  itsdf.  If  they  have  any  evil  desigm 
to  which  there  is  no  orditiary  legal  power  comment 
*^  surate,  they  bring  it  into  Parliament.  There  the 
:*<  whole  is  executed  from  the  beginnmg  to  the  end: 
^^  and  the  power  of  obtaining  their  object  absolute ; 
^^  and  the  safety  in  the  proceeding  perfect ;  no  rules 
^*^  to  confine,  nor  after-redconings  to  terrify.  For 
^^  Parliament  cannot,  with  any  great  propriety,  punish 
^^  others^  for  things  in  which  they  ^lemsdves  have 
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•^  been   accomplices.     Thus  its  control  upon  the 
*•  executory  power  is  Tost.** 

This  ts  a  proposition  universal.  It  is  not  that  the 
♦popular  control  was  lost  under  this  or  that  Admi« 
tiistratiori,  but,  OENShALLT,  that  the  people  have  no 
control  in  the  Houte  of  Commons.  Let  any  roan 
stand  up  and  say  that  he  disbelieves  this  to  be  the 
i*ase ;  I  brieve  he  wbuld  find  nobody  to  believe  him. 
Mr.  Burke  pursues  the  subject  thus  :.^*  The  dis- 
^*  tfempers  of  monarchy  were  the  great  subjects  of 
^*  apprefaedsion  and  redress  in  the  last  century— in 
*^  ihisi  the  distempers  of  Parliament.**  Here  the  word 
Parliament^  and  the  abuses  belonging  to  it^  are  put 
in  express  op])osition  to  the  monarchy,  and  cannot 
^^r^ore  comprehend  .it :  the  distempers  of  Parlia- 
-ment  then  are  d>jects  of  serious  apprehensbn  and  re- 
dress. What  distempers  ?  Not  of  this  or  that  year, 
but  the  habitual  distempers  of  Parliament ;  and  then 
Ibtlows  the  nature  of  the  remedy,  which  shows  that 
the  Prisoners  are  not  singular  in  thinking  that  it  is 
by  THE  VOICE  OF  THE  PEOPLE  ONLY  that  Parliament 
can  be  corrected*  "  It  is  not  in  Parliament  alone,'* 
€Bys  Mr.  Burke,  **that  the  remedy  for  Parliamentary 
'^  <issorders  can  be  completed ;  and  hardly  indeed  can 
**  it  begin  there.  Until  a  confidence  in  government 
'^  is  re-established,  the  people  ought  to  be  excited  to 
^*  a  more  strict  and  detailed  attention  to  the  conduct 
^*'of  their  representatives.  Standards  for  judging 
^  more  systematically  upon  their  conduct  ought  to 
*♦*  be  settled  in  the  meetings  of  counties^and  corpo- 
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^\  rationSyQ^d  frequent  and  qo;-recl  Ihits  qf .  the  y;etera 
^^  in  all  important  questipn.s^  ought  to.be  procured. 
^^  By  such  means  spmethipg  may  be  done." 

.  Jt^mfas  tbe^same  sen5e.  of  the  impossibility. q(.^. re- 
foiTO  iiji  Parliament^  withput,  a.  general  exprc^^ion  pf 
the  wishes,  of,  the  people^  tbatdjct^ed  the  Duke  of 
Bichmond'&letter :  ail  the  petitions  in  1780  had  been 
r^e^t^  by  Parliament; — this  made  the  Duke  of. 
Bichmond  exclaim,  that  from  that  Quarter  no  redress 
w^s  to  be  e^gected^  and  that  from  the  people  chm, 
hp  eiipectedany  good;  and. be^  therefore^  expires^ 
ii^vited  them,  to  cl^im  jand  to  assert  an  equal, repre- 
s^tation  as  their  indubitable  and  unaUenabfe  ^birth- 
right. ::r-how  to  assert  tfaejr. , rights,  when  Parliament 
bad  already  refused  them  without  e;ven  theliope^  a9, 
the  Duke  expressed  it,  of  listening  to  them  any 
more  ?   Could  th^  people's^rights,  under  such  circum* 
stances^  be  asserted  withouf  rebeHion  ?  Certaitily  they, 
niight :  for  rebellion  is^  when  bands  of  men  within. 
a  state  oppose  themselves,  by  violence,  to  thegene^ 
ral  will,  as  expressed  or  implied  by  the  public  autho- 
rjty ;  but  the  sense  of  a  whole  people^  peaceably  col- 
lected, and  operating  by  its  natutal  and  certain  effect 
upon  the  public  councils^  is  not  rebellion,  but  is  pa- 
ramount to,  and  the  parent  of,  authority  itself. 

Gentlemen,  I  am  neither  vindicating,  nor  speak- 
ing, the  language  of  inflammation  or  discontent  ;-*•>£ 
shall  speak  nothing  that  can  disturb  the  order  of  the 
state ;  I  am  full  of  devotion  to  its  dignity  and  tran- 
quillity, and  would  not  for  worlds  let  fa|l  an  expres- 
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sion  in  this  or  in  any  other  place  that  could  kad  to 
disturbance  or  disorder  r-^at  for  that  very  reason, 
I  speak  with  firmness  of  ths  riohts  or  thb  pbofi.b/ 
,  and  ^m  anxious  for  the  undress  of  their  tomplaints ; 
because  I  beiiere  a  syst^  of  attention  to  thetn  to  be 
a  far  better  security  and  establishment  of  every  part 
of  the  government^  than  those  that  are  employed  to 
preserve  them. — ^The  state  and  government  of  a 
country  rest,  for  their  support,  on  the  great  body  of 
the  people,  end  I  hope  never  to  hear  it  repeated,  in 
any  Court  of  Justice, '  that  peaceably  to  convene  the 
people  upon  the  subject  of  their  own  privileges,  can 
lead  to  the  destruction  of  the  Kingi---they  are  the 
King's  worst  enemies  who  hold  this  language.— It  is 
a  nfbst  dangerous  principle,  that  the  Crown  is  in 
jeopardy,  if  the  people  ai^eadjuainted  with  their  righte, 
and  th^t  the  collecting  them  together  to  consider  of 
them,  leads  irievitably  to  the  destruction  of  the  So- 
vereign.— Do  these  gentlemen  mean  to^ay  that  the 
King  sits  upon  his  throne  Without  the  consent,  and 
in  defiance  of  the  wishes  of  the  great  body  of  bis 
people,  and  that  he  is  kept  upon  it  by  a  few  indivi- 
duals who  call  themselves  his  friends,  in  exchision  of 
the  rest  of  his  subjects  ?^ — ^Has  the  KingV  inheritance 
^no  deeper  or  wider  roots  than  this?  Yes,  Gentlemen, 
it  has — it  stands  upon  the  love  of  the  people.  Who 
consider  their  own  inheritance  to  be  supported  by  the 
King^s  constitutional  authority:   this   is    the    true 
prop  of  the  throne;  and  the  love  of  fei'ery*  people 
upon  earth  will  for  ever  liphold  a  government,  found* 
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cd>  as'oors  is^  upod  reason  and  consent^  as  iong^rJi 
Government  shall  be  itself  attentive  to  the  general 
interests  which  are  the  foiuidattons  and  the  ends  at 
all  human  authority .r-I^  us  banish  then  these  an-# 
worthy  and  impolitic  fears  of  an  unrestrained  and  an 
enlightened  people  ;*— let  us  not  tremble  at  the  ri^titM 
of  man,  but^  by  giving  to  men  their  rights^  secure 
Aeir  a&ttions^  and,  through  their  aflections,  their 
obedience  ;^et  us  not  broach  the  dangerous  doe^ 
trine  that  the'  rights  pf  kin^  and  of  men  ar^  in-r 
epmpatibk>-^Our  government  at  the  Hev<Jution  b&» 
gan  upon  thdr  harmonious  incorporation  i  and  Mr 4 
Locke  defended  King  William*s  title  upon  no  other 
principle  than  the  rights  of  man*  It  is  from  the  re^ 
tared  woidc  of  Mr.  Locke,  apd  not  from  the  »yplu4 
tioQ  in  France,  that  one  of  the  papers  in  the  evidence^ 
the  most  atigtnatiaed,  most  obviously  ibw^d;  for  it 
is  prowd  that  Mr.  Yorke  held  in  his  hand  Mr«  Locke 
upon  Ooverament,  when  he  delivered  his  sjpeech  on 
tbe  dstle  Hill  at  Sheffield,  and  that  he  expatiated 
l»gely  upon  it  ;«^well,  indeed,,  might  tbs  wittiess  say 
he  ^patiated  largely,  for  there  are  many  well^Aeleoted 
passtiges  tajcen  verbatim  from  the  book ;  aad  l^en^ 
injustice  to  Mr.  White  *,  let  me  notice  the  &sr  and 
honourable  manner  in  which,  in  the  absence  of  the 
derk,  he  read  this  exitraordinary  performance. .  He 
delivek-ed  it  not  merely  with  distinctness^  but  in  a 
manner  so  impressive,  tbat>  I  believe,  every  man  in. 
Court  was  afiected  by  it. 
•    Gendefnen,  I  am  not  driven  to  defend  every  ez« 

*  Then  Solicitor  to  the  Treasoiy, 
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fcessioh  $  some  of  them  are  improper  undoubtedljry 
iashy  and  inflammatory ;  butl  see  notbing  in  thewfaole^ 
taken  together^  even  if  it  were  connected  with  the 
Prisoner^  that  goes  at  ali  toanevii  pnrpoae  in  this 
wciter^  But  Mr.  Attorney  General  has  remarked 
upon  this  proc.eeding  at  Sheffield  (and  whatever  faU» 
from  a  person  of  his.  rank  and.  just  estimation^  de* 
serves. great  attention)}  he  has  remarked  that  it  is 
qoUte  apparent,  they  had  resolved  not  to  petition.~* 
They-:had  certainly  resolved  not  at  that  reason  to  pe^ 
tittbnvand  that  seems  the.  utmost  which  can  be  main-» 
'  tained.  fro^  the  evidence i*-^But  su{lpoaing  they  had 
negatived  the  measure  altogether;  .is'there  no  way 
by: which:  the  people  may  actively  associate  for  the 
pui*poiiesr  of  a  reform,  in  Parliament^  but.  to  oonsider 
cf  a  petition  to  the  House  of  Commoois?  Might  tbey 
not  tegaUy  assemble,  to  consider, the  state  of  their 
libettie^/and  the  conduct  bf  their  repj^esentatives  ^-« 
Mights  they  not  legally  form  Convenlfions  or.Meet*" 
lags  ('fprLthfi.name  is  just  nothing)-  to  ^just  a  .plan 
of:  lataomil  union  for  a  wise  choice^f  representatives 
toheaJBarliament  should  be  dissolved  ?-^May  not  the 
peopleaneet  to  consider  their  interests  preparatory  to^ 
and  independently  ofy  a  petition  for  any  specific  ob« 
ject  }c»»-My.  friend  seems  to  consider  the  House  jof 
Commons  as.  asubstantive  and  pernmnent  part  of  the 
constitution^. — he  seems  to  forget  that  the  £arlia^ 
inantadi«s.«r  natural  .death  ; — that  the  people  then  re-- 
enter into  their  rights,  and  that  the  exercise  of  them 
islbe  noost  import&nt  duty  that  t:aa  belong  to  social 
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O^OQ  ;-^hpW .  are  such  duties  to^  be  exerdsed  with 
ft^U  ^OQ  momentous  occasions,  but  by  concert  and 
Cpf9(9|un^pn  ?-fMay  not   the  people  :  assembled  in 
tbi^^'.^ecUye  districts^ .  resolve  to  trust  no  longeV 
^se,  by  whom  they  have  teen  betrayed  ?  May  the/ 
lOiot  ce^alve  to.vpte.for  no  man  who  contributed  by 
^  his  ;Vot^  to^tbis  dalamitoas .  war,  whid)  has  thrown 
9uch  grieyoqs  and. unnecessary  bundentr  dpon  them  f 
May.  tb^  opt  say^  ^^  We  w31  not  vote /or  those  Who 
1:  4^^  we;  are  their  bonstituents  (  nor  fdrithose  who 
V,  questiqi?  our  dear  and  natural  right  to  be  equally 
f  * 'Pepiej^tipd  ?*• — Since  it  is  illegal  to  cart-y  up  peti-» 
tioAS,  ^md  unwisei  to  transact  any  public  business  at« 
tended  by. maltitudes,.  because  it  tends  to  tumult  atid 
disorder,  may  they  noi^  for  that  very,  rea^n^  depute^ 
as  they  havedon^,  tbe  most  trusty  of  thein*  Societies 
to  meet  with  one  another  to  cosiaider,.  vrithout  the 
specificroly^t  qf  petitiouS)  how  they  may^clato^  by 
means  which  are  constitutional,  .their  impveseriptibte 
right3?^Al?ll  here  I  .must  advert  to  an  argdmerit  6m*» 
ployed  by  the  Attorney  Genera^  that  the  views  of 
the  Societies  ,toward3  universal  suffrage,  carried  in 
themselves,  (bowever  sought  to  be  effeGted)tim  im* 
plied  force  .  upon  Parliament :— for  that,  apposing 
by  iuvadipgit.with  tbe  vast  pressure,  not  of  the  pub- 
b&arm,  but  of  the  pablic  sentiment  of  the  nation,  the 
influence  of  which  upon  that  assembly  is  admitted 
ought  to  be  weighty,  fit  could  have  prevailed  upon 
the  Cofnnwns  to  (parry  .up  a  bill  to  the  King  for  uni*^ 
yersal  rej]£^fntatiQn  and  annual.  Parliaments^  H^^ 
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Majesty  lAWf  bound  to  r^t  it ;  and  Mttid  not^  ^li^ 
tut  a  breach  of  his  coronation  oath^  ooMentto  passr 
it  into  an  aet  ;--*I  cannot  conceive  wfacte  my* friend 
Viet  mth  this  law,  or  what  he  can  possibly  meaia  hf 
iiaaerting  that  the  King  cannot,  consistently  with  his 
^pronation  oatb>  consent  to  any  law  that  can  be  stated 
«r  vmgjmAp  presented  to  him  as  the  act  of  the  two 
Houses  of  Parliament  :«r-he  eoold  not,  indeed  eon^ 
sent  to  ft  bill  seat  up  to  him  framed  by  a  CoiAVentioR 
of  Ddf^^itea  assuming  legisiative  lunotions ;  and  if 
my  friend  could  have  proved  th^t  the  Societies^  sit- 
ting as  a  Bsiliaoient,  had  sent  up  su6h  a  b^  to  His 
Msjesty,  I  sbonid  have  thougbt  the  PHsoner,  as  a 
member  of  auoh  a  parliament,  was  at  tesistfn  a  dif^ 
|sM»t  sitnation  from  that  in  \M^h  he  stands  at  pre-^ 
seOft :  but  aa  this  ts  not  one  of  tbe  i^meras  whose 
iiistence  it  contended  for,  I  return  back  to  ask,  upon 
what  authority  it  is  maintained,  tbi^  utHversal  repre-* 
Siintatton  and  annual  Parfiaments  oauM  not  be  corr-^ 
sented  to  by  the  King,  injoonformify  to  the  wishes  of 
the  otlM9r  farandnes  of  the  Legislature  :-*-'0n  tbe  con-4 
trary,  one  qf  the  greatest  men  ^t  tbils  eiMntfy-ever 
^aw  considered  universal  reprea^entatien  to*  be  such 
Mi  inherent  part  of  theconstitiutidn,  as  that  the  Kiti^ 
iumself  might  grant  it  hf  hi^^rerogativey  et'en  with-^ 
out  the  Lords  and  Commons^ ;  and  1^  tiave  never  beard 
the  position  denied  upon  any  cftber  (bothi'g  than  the 
Union  with  Scptbnd* — Bui  he  that,  as-  it  indy,  ift  H 
enough  for  my  purpose  thattile^.tnflxiifi,1lurt  the  j^tbg 
mght  giant,  universal  repi^sentatien,  li^iahi%htbe^ 
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fete  InTi^renl  in  the  *hoIe  people  to  be  represented^, 
^tid^  tipon  the  anthority  of  Mr.  Locke,  the  man,  • 
next  to  Sir  Isaac  Newton,  of  the  greatest  strength  of 
linfl^tahding  ih^  England,  perhaps,  ever  had  ; 
tiigh  tdo  iti  the  favour  of  King  WilHam,  and  enjoys 
Ing  onfe  of  thfe*  most  exalted  bfSc^  in  the  state;— 
iWr.  Lockfe  says,  book  2d;  ch.  is/iiect.  15/  '^nS 
■]  S^LL.*^  Thmgs  df  tW?r  world  arfe  tti  sb  constant  a 
'^^  flux,  that  nothing  remains  long  in  the  same  stite. 
^*  Thus  people,  riches,  trade,  poAver,  change  then: 
^^  stations, '  flouHshSrig  mighty  cities  come  to  riiin, 
^  and  prove,'  itt  tiinie,  n^glect^  desolate  corniers', 
^*  tfrhilst  othei" '  rfrffteq^fented  plab^  grow  into  pojiii'- 
•*  loiis  cbuntries'/ Ailed  with' wealth  and  inhabitants. 
.^  but  things  not  al\*ays  chan^^  equally,  and  pru 
^' Vilfe  intei-est  dftferi  keeping  up  Customs  and  prlvi- 
^^  leges;  when  the  reasons  of  them  are  ceased,  Yt 
^  btteti  comes  to  pSss,  that  ih  g6Vernments,  where 
^^part  of  flie  '  lidgislative  consists  of  representa^ 
'^^  rft^^'^chosen  by  the  f^eople,  that  in  tract  of  time 
''^  this  >i?J&re^^farto/i  becomes  very  unequal  and  iiis« 
^  jirb^onionate  to  the  reasons  it  was  at  first!  efeta- 
'^'blfshid'  ujx>h*. '  1*0  what  gro^s  Absurdities  (h^  fo'l- 
^^  lt)\Ving'  cif  custom,  when  reason  has  left  i?>^  tfiay 
^^  leSfttl,  vie  ttiay  b6  satisiSed,  when  we  sed  the'  tiare 

*  hame  of  i  town,  of  which  there  remaiM*  ii8t  so 

'        '  ...» 

^  ittUdh  as  the  ruins,  where  scarce ^o  much^Kousin£ 
^^  as  a  sheep-cotd, '  or  more  irih'abitahts  than  a  shep- 
^' herd  is  td  be  found,  sends  as  mafiy  representiiwe^ 
^  ti>thi  gt^d  asifeftrbty  of  law-riiakers,  as  a  nirhole 
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^^  county^  numerous  in  people,  and  powerful  ttincheSb. 
^^  This  strangers  stand  amazed  at^  and  every  one  must 
*'  confess  needs  a  remedy.** 

^^  Salus  populi  mprema  /er,  is  certainly  so  just 
^'  and  fundamental  a  rule,  that  he  who  sincerely  foU 
.^^  lows  it,  cannot  dangerously  err«  If,  therefore,  the 
*^  executive,  who  has  the  power  of  convoking  (he  l<s 
/^  gislative,  observing  rather  the  true  proportion,  Uiaa 
'^  fashion  of  represenicdion^  regulates,  not  by  old  eus* 
/'  torn,  but  true  reason,  the  number  of  members  ta 
^'  all  places  that  have  a  right  to  be  distiactly  repre^ 
*'  sented,  which  no  part  of  the  people,  however  .in- 
*^  corporated,  can  pretend  to,  but  in  proportion  to 
^^  the  assistance  which)  it  affords  to  the  public,  it  oan^ 
^^  not  be  judged  to  have  set  up  a  new  l^alative,  bak 
^'  to  have  restored  the  old  and  true  one,  and  to  have 
^'  rectified  the  disorders  which  succession  of  time  had 
.^'  insensibly,  as  well  as  inevitably  introduced ;  for  ^ 
'^  being  the  interest  as  well  as  intention  of  the  pec^rfe 
.'^  to  have  a  fair  and  equxil  r^reseniaiive,-  whoever 

brings  it  nearest  to  that,  is  an  undoubted  friend  tOt 

Vand  establisher  of  the  governmcqt,   and  cannot 

f  misa  the  consent  and  approbation  of  the*  common 

nity ;  ^r^ogative  being  nothing  .but  a  power,  JQ 

*^  th«  tiaqds  of  the  Prince,  to  provide  for  the  ipublip 

';|^.  ^pq(i^4n  such  cases^  which  depending  upon  unforee 

*^  seen. and  unq^rtain  occurrences,  certain  and  unajlr 

**,  terable  lawa  could  not  safely  direct ;  Mrbatsoever 

•■*'i'''  .  .•  ».■. 

^'^  shall  be  donq  manifestly  for  the  good  of  the  peof  Ifi, 
/\9iid  the  establishing  the  government  umi)  its  true 
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"^  finsiidftttom^  is^  and  always  will  be,  just  prerogative^ 

*•  Whatsoever  cannot  but  be  acknowledged  to  be  of 

^  advantage  to  the  society,  and  people  in  general, 

^^  upon  just  and  lasting  measures,  will  always,  when 

^  done,  justify  itself;  and  whenever  the  people  shall 

^  choose  their  representatives  upon  just  and  undenia- 

^  h\y  equal  measures,  suitable  to  the  original  frame' 

**  of  the  government,  it  cannot  be  doubted  to  be  the 

''will  and  act  of  the  society,  whoever  permitted  or 

^  caused  them  so  to. do," — But  as  the  very  idea  of 

nniversal  sufirage  seems  now  to  be  considered  not 

only  to  be  dangerous  to,  but  absolutely  destructive 

af  monarchy,  you  certainly  ought  to  be  reminded 

(iiat  the  book  which  I  have  been  reading,  and  which 

ftiy  firiend  kindly  gives  me  a  note  to  remind  you  of, 

WIS  written  by  its  immortal  author  in  defence  of 

King  William's  title  to  the  Crown ;  and  when  Dr. 

Sacheverd  ventured  to  broach  those  doctrines  of 

po^tr  ftn4  non-resistance,  which,  under  the  same 

Atablishtnents,  have  now  become  so  unaccountably 

popular;  he  was  impeached  by  the  people's  represent* 

attves  for  denying  their  rights,  which  had  been  as- 

•erted  and  established  at  the  glorious  sera,  of  the 

Revolution. 

Gentlemen,  if  I  were  to  go  through  all  the  mat^ 

ter  which  I  have  collected  upon  this  subject,  or  which 

obtrudes  it  upon    my   mind,  from  common  read-* 

ing,  in  a  thousand  directions,  my  strength  would  fail 

long  before  my  duty  was  fulfilled ;  I  had  very  little 

when  I  came  into  Court,  and  I  have  abimdantly  less 

$  ]^3 


already:  I  must^  tbereforei  manage  vh^rfnawoft^ 
the  best  advantage ;  and  shall  proceed^  now,  tatalue  a 
-  view  of  suqh  parts  of  the  evidence  a^  ^pfmr  t^  9ie  t^* 
be  the  most  material  for  the  pixiper  tundf  Pa^^ing-  06 
the  case ;  I  have  had  no  opportunUj  of  oopst(}pnng^ 
it,  but  in  the  interval  which  the  in4i^«noa  of  the 
-^lourt^  and  your  owni  has  afforded  m^  aiid.  Aa(  ka» 
been  but  for  a  very  lew  hours  this  vnvowg :  b^t  it> 
occurred  to  me,  that  the  best  ui^  I  qould  makfioC 
the  time  given  to  me  was  (if  possible)  to  dfsieipUoik 
this  chaos ;  to  throw  out  of  view  every  thing  ii^rer. 
levant^  which  only  tended  tp  brii^  cb^ot^i  b^  again, 
-^to  take  what  remained  in  order  9f  tin^e^to  «ele9^ 
certain  stages  and  resUng^plaoe8<^*4o  review  ^  ^flS^ 
of  the  transactions,  as  bix>ugl)t  before  ua,  fm^  tbfn  U^ 
aee  how  the  written  evidence  ia  e^jf)amfd  hg  thf^  tm^ 
timony  of  the  witnesses  who  hfive  b^W  ea^miQed. 

The  origin  of  the  Constitutioin^l  Spdisty  ti^  having 
been  laid  in  evidence  before  you^  thf  chief  t^gbot^ 
ip  point  of  date,  and  as  applying  to.abow  tbeolywt% 
<tf  the  difSerent  bodies,  is  the  origin?^  i^^cCfs  w4  ^^ 
solution  of  the  Corresponding  $kx:iety  on  itf  iiv^ 
stftution,  ajid.  when  it  first  began  tocor^esppn^  W^ 
the  other,  which  had  formerly  ranked  aji^oiigst  iff 
members  so  many  illustricHis  persops^;  an^^^^i*^  ^^ 
look  to  the  matter  of  thia  institution,  let;  i|s,  reooUecl 
that  the  ob^ecta  of  ijt  were  given  ^ithqut  r^serv^  tq 
the  public,  as  containing  the  pt:ii)^p)es.  of  tjb^  asso^ 
ciation ;  and  I  may  begin,  wit^  d^aiajfn^  wbetheif 
the  annals  pf  this  comitry,  os  in^^  ti;^  iiif^tersi^ 


Urtdry  of  manisind,  zStrd  an  instance  of  a  plot  and 
Maqrifacy  vduntarily  given  lap  in  its  very  infancy  td 
Gavfirdment^  and  the  whole  public,  and  of  which,  td 
iffftAd  the  very  thing  that  has  bupp^ned,  the  arraign** 
ttmit  bf  eonduet  at  a  future  period,  and  the  imputa^ 
tion  of  secredy  where  no  secret  was  intended,  a  re* 
gnlar  notice  by  letter  was  left  with  the  Secretary  of 
State^  and  a  receipt  taken  at  the  pdi>lic  office,  as  i 
proof  of  the  publicity  of  their  proceeding,  and  thft 
sense  thef  ^tertained  of  their  tnoocence.  For  the 
views  and  objects  of  the  Society,  we  must  look  to  th6 
iosfeijtution  itself,  which  you  are,  mdeed,  desired  td 
look  at  by  the  Crown ;  for  tbdr  intentions  are  not 
pomsUered  as  deceptions  in  this  instance,  but  aft 
(datiftiy  .reveated  by  the  very  writing  itself. 

Gentle«sen,  there  was  a  sort  of  silence  in  th6 
Court~>I  do  not  say  an^  afiected  one,  for  I  mean  no 
possibld  ofienee  to  any  ctie,  but  there  seemed  to  b^ 
m  effect  expected  from  beginning,  not  with  the  ad« 
idress  itself,  but  with  the  very  bold  motto  to  it,  though 
in  verse : 

**  UoUest  by  virta&,  Ooverameot  a  league 
"  Becomes,  a  circling  junto  of  tbe  great 
<«  To  rob  by  law  3  Religioji  mild^  ^  yok^ 
'^  To  tame  the  stooping  souU  a  trick  of  State 
^  To  mask  fMr  rai^ne^  and  fo  share  tbe  prey. 
<«  WHlKHit  it,  what  me  senates,  but  a  face 
'<  Of  ^ooslikatioii  deep  and  reason  fiee, 
"  While  tbe  determlQ^d  vcjce  and  heart  are  sold  ? 
"  tVhat^  boasted  fineedom»  but  a  sounding  name  I 
'^  And  what  election,  but  a  market  vil^, 
f  **  QT  dlavey  selJPbaftei'd  r 
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I  almost  £u\9y  I  heard  them  say  to  me,  What  lUflie 
you  of  that  to  set  out  with  ?-r-Show  me  the  pandU 
of  that*— rQentleqnen,  I  am  sorry,  for  the  credit  of  thft 
age  we  live  in,  to  answer,  that  it  is  difficult  to  find 
the  parallel ;  hepause  the  age  affords  no  auck  poek 
as  he  who  wrote  it :  -r-  these  are    the  words  of 
Thomson  ;r-and  it  is  under  the  banners  c£  bis  pro^ 
yer|)ial  benevulenpe,  that  these  men  are  supposed  to 
bP  '^Oj^vng  ui  piaus  of  anarchy  and  murder.;  under 
the  h^i\ner3  of  that  great  and  good  man,  whose  figore 
yop  may  still  see  in  the  venerable  shades  of  Hagley, 
placed  there  by  the  virtuous^  accomplished,  and  pub* 
lie-spirited  Lyttelton  :^the  very  poem  too,  writtta 
Vind^r  the  auspicjes  of  His  Majesty's  Boyal  Father^ 
when  heir-apparent  to.  the  crown  of  Great  Brkasn^ 
pay,  ^withip  the  very  walls  of  Carlton  tloaaef  which 
ftfforded  an  asylum  to  matchless  worth  and  genius  in 
the  perspp  of  this  great  poet :  it  was  under  the  roof 
of  A  FaiNQ£  OF  Wal$s  that  the  poem  of  LiB.BaTT 
^(yas  v^rittep;  and  what  better  return  could  be  given 
^  to  a  Prince  for  his  protection,  than  to  blaaon,  in  im- 
mortal numbers,  the  only  sure  title  to  the  Crown  he 
was  to  wear — the   fbeedom   of  the  people  op 
Qej^ai*  BaiTAiN  ?  And  it  is  to  be  assumed^  forsooth^ 
in  the  year  1 7Q4j^  th^t  the  unfortuipate  Prisoner  be- 
fore you  was  plotting  treason  and  rebettion,  because^ 
with  a  taste  and  feeling  beyond  his  humble  station, 
bis  first  proceeding  was  ushered  into  view,  under  the 
^lallowed  sanctipn  of  this  admirable  perspn,  the  friend 
ft?4  ^he  defender  of  the  Bri^is^i  coi^stittttioQ ;  whose 
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twwptrjinieii  ace.  ptrtparing  at  >  this  inaineAt  (m^  mjr 
Bitoe  desoend  amorigst  them:  tc^  latest  posterity  1| 
to.da  honottf'  to.  bis  tmaiortal  memory.  Pardon  vde, 
GeatlmaeQ,  ihr  this  desultory  dig^ession.-^  miat 
tiqH!es8  [|)yj$elf  as  xtb^  our  rent  of  my  mind  wili  oarryt 
me.  • '    •  •    .  .  J   *  *    r 

t   If  we:  look  9t(l)^  whole  of  the  institution  itself^  it 
^Kiaetly  opvpespoods  with  the  plan*  of  the  Duke  of 
Richmond,..^  oopressed  ia  the  letters  to  Colonel 
Bharman,  .^od;tojthe  Hi^  SlierifE  of  Sussex  s*  this 
pkia  they  pri^poset  to  folio W5  in  a  poblic  address  to 
tiK5  nation,  aa^'^ll  their  resoluticMns.  are  framed  for 
it$^  aocoi^pU^hnuint  I  and  I  desire  to  know  in  what 
they  have  ^spar.t^(from  either^  and  what  they  havo 
done  which  has  «)ot  been  done  b^ore,  without  blame 
pr  censare,  in  ihepursAanoeoflhe^BiDe  object.    I 
(in  not  speaUng  of  the  libels  the);  may  have  written, 
wbicb  the'  law  ii  open  to  puoisb,  but  what  parit  of 
their  conduct  hai9,  as  applicable-  td  the  subject  in 
Ijuestion,  been  unprecedented*-^*-!  teive,  at  this  mo^ 
ment,  in  my  ey^i  an  Honourable  Friend  of  mine,  aiid 
f^  distinguished  member  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
who,  in  my  own  remembrance,  I  believe  in  17SQ, 
sat  publicly  at  Guildhall,  with  many  others,  some  of 
them  magistrates  of  the  city,  a^  a  Convention  of  de^ 
l^tes,  for  the  same  objects*  ;  and,  what  is  still  mott 
in  point,  just  before  the  Convention  began  to  meet 
Ht  Edinburgh,  v^i^ose  proceedings  have  been. so  much 
lelied  on,  there  was  a  Convention  regularly  as8«m- 
\lie4,  attended  by  the  delegates  from  all  the  couoh 

t  ^adlag,  we  believe,  to  iSx.  Foi« 


tjto  ef  Scodand,  for  the  eipresf  and  OTOumi  fralfMiw 
of  altering  the  cocutitution  of  Fkiikment ;  oofc  hf 
febdlion,  but  hy  the  same  means  employed  by  tho 
IViaoner  :«^the  Lord  Chief  Baron  of  Scotland  aat  kf 
the  chair,  and  was  assisted  by  some  of  the  first  man 
in  that  country,  and,  amongst  oth^ti,  by  an  bonomu 
AUeperson  to  whom  I  am  nearly  aMed,  wh«>  ivsttbe 
vary  head  of  the  Bar  in  Scotland,  and  moat  avowedly 
attadi^  to  the  law  an<|  the  conilttutfMi  ^«  Theaa 
gentleao«ix  whose  good  intenttoais  never  felt  ihto 
aus(»don,  had  presented  a  petition  forthe  alteratimi 
of  election  laws,  which  the  House  of  (JbaiOHMie  had 
rgeeted,  and  on  the  spmr  of  that  wmj  tqlection  ^hef 
«iet  in  a  Convention  at  Bdmbmgh  in  \7§8 ;  and  tbr 
•fyle  of  their  first  roeetingf  was,  ^  A  Conventioa  of 
^^  Ddcgates,^  chosen  from  tiie  Gocmties  of  Seotland, 
^^ Jbr  altering  mi4  amending  tkeLawi  eeneemhtg 
^^  Ekciionf'^hot  for  eonsiderrtrg  how  they  m^ 
be  best  amended«»not  for  petitioning  Rirliament  te 
imend  them;  but  for  altering  and  amending  ^ 
Section  laws.-~These  meetings  wete  ti^gularly  pub- 
lished, and  i  will  prove.  Chat  their  first  resdutt^n^ 
as^Ivhaw  read  it  to  you,  was  brought  up  to  London^ 
and' delivered  to  the  editor  of  the  Morning  Chronicle 
by  Sir  Thomas  IXmdaa,  lately  treated  a  peer  of 
Gntat  Britain,  and  paid  for  by  him  as  a  public  adverv 
tiseniant«  Now,  suppose  any  man  had  impute 
treason  or  sedition  to  these  honounAIe  persons,  wbft 

*  Tbe  Hon.  Henry  Erskine,  Mr.  Erskine*s  brother^  then  Dean 
af  die  Faculty  of  Adrogates,  nt  Edinbrn^h. 

i    *   y      .''  .•     ." 


^u}4*bayi9  ^ea  the  Qonsequeooe?    They  woul^ 
have  been  coosidered  as  infamous  libellers  and  tn^ 
4w*f^  amd.df^fervecUy  hooted  <mt  of  civilized  life  :'~ 
y^y  theif  ar^  ^  different  constructions  to  be  put  upo^ 
6iipi)ar  trau9ftotions? — ^Why  is  every  thing  tQ  be  heUt 
ifpaa  bondj^yihea  the  example  isstt,mdmildjSdf 
V^hen  it  is  followed  ?-*^ Why  have  I  not  as  good  a 
c{9jm  to  take  credit  for  honest  purpose  in  the  poor  mm 
X  ao)  defe|Kliiiig;»  against  whom  not  a  contumelious  ex-^ 
pres^QD  hins.been  proved,  as  when  we  find  the  samf 
esp^pes^ons  in  the  qaouths  of  the  Duke  of  Richmond 
or  Mr«  Bm-ke j-rl  ask  npthing  more  from  this  ob^ 
8^9t|<Hi>  thaa  that  a  sober  ju<%ment  may  be  pnK 
i^ounosd  frxmi  the  quality  of  the  acts  which  can  be 
fairly  estafalisbed ;  each  individual  standing  respond 
s^ble  ouly  ^r  bis  own  conduct^  instead  of  having  our 
ioi2^ii^i«Q&  tainted  with  cant  phrases,  and  a  farrago 
of  writixip  an4  speeches,  for  which  the  Prisoner  if 
if^t  responsible,  and  for  whiqh  the  authors,  if  they 
b^  ^criminai,  are  liable  to  be  brought  to  justice. 
. .  But  it  will  be  said.  Gentlemen,  that  all  the  con* 
atituticuial  privileges  of  the  people  are^conceded ;  that 
Ihdr  (^^tence  was  never  denied  or  iiwaded ;   audi 
li^t  tlipir,  right  to  petition  and  to  meet  fer  the  exw 
prf  ssipn  oi[  their  complaints,  founded  or  unfounded, 
viia,s  never  called  iq  question  ;  these,  it  will  be  said, 
^ytethe  rights  of  subjects ;  but  that  the  rights  of  man 
pm  what  ala^qni^  them :   every  one  is  consid^ed  as 
%  tfWtQf  who  talks  about  the  rights  of  man ;  but  thii 
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bugbear  stands  upon  the  same  perversi6n  with  itt 
fellows.  ' 

The  rights  of  man  are  the  feandatibn  of  all  go*' 
vernment,  and  to  secure  them  is  the  only  reason  of 
men's  submitting  to  be  gbverned ;— ^it  shall  not  be 
fastened  upon  the  unfortunate  Prisoner  at  the  bar,  nof 
upon  any  bthei^  man,  that  because  these  natural  rights 
were  asserted  in  France,  by  the  destruction  of  a  go- 
vernment which  oppi-efesed  and  subverted  them,  a 
process  happily  effected  here  by  slow  and  impercep* 
tible  improvements,  that  therefore  they  can  only  be 
so  asserted  in  England,  where  the  government, 
through  a  gradation  of  ifnprovemeiit,  is  well  calcu- 
Tated  to  protect  them.  We  are,  foftunatfely,  not 
driven  in  this  country  to  the  terrible  alternatives 
which  were  the  unhappy  lot  of  France,  because  we 
have  had  a  happier  destiny  in  the  forms  of  a  free 
constitution :  this,  indeed,  is  the  express  language 
of  many  of  the  papers  before  you,  that  have  been 
complained  of;  particularly  in  one  alluded  to  by  the 
Attorney  General,  as  having  been  written  by  a  gen- 
tleman with  whom  I  am  particularly  acquainted  ;  and 
though  in  that  spirited  composition  there  are,  per<» 
hnps,  some  expressions  proceeding  from  .warmth 
which  he  may  not  desire  me  critically  to  justify,  yet 
I  will  venture  to  affirm,  from  my  own  personal  know* 
ledge,  that  there  is  not  a  man  in  Court  more  honestly 
public-spirited  and  zealously  devoted  to  the  constt* 
tution  of  King,  Lords,  and  Commons^  than  theh<^ 
nourable  gentleman.  I  allude  to  (Felii^  Vaughan^Esq^ 


Varrister  nt  kiw  *).  Itis  the.triirasfe^  thercfqrfe;  and  not 
the  «entimerit  leijiresstdd  by  it^  that  can  alone  ^ve 
}<;istifiable  of&nOe;T-^it  td^  it  aeetns,.  a.  new  phrase 
commencing  in  revolutions^  and  never  used  before  in 
discti«sing  the  rights:  c^'  Brjtiab  subjeot^^  and  there- 
^r^^  can  only  b^*  a.p{>lied  in  :\h^  sense  of  those  who 
fii^aied4ti^-^)tit:  this  15  so  far  from  being  the  troth, 
that  the  very,  phrase  sticks  m  my  memory,  from  ih^ 
r^p€sated  appUca^n  ^of  it  t^  the  Hghts^  of .  subjects, 
lender  this  and  every  oth^r  eatfthlishmftnt,  by.a  gentle-^ 
anan  whom  yon. >  will  .nf>t  sasi^t:  pf  using  it  in  any 
pther  sense.  Th?-  rights'  og  xt\m  W^re  Qw^idered  by 
Mr.  Borke,.^t  the.. (iinifi  that  the.gre&t  uproar  was 
inad^  upon  djS4)pp9i$ed;iny9si.on  of:  the  East  India 
iQompany 's  cbartf^r;: ,  to  *  be  the  foundation  of,  and 
paramount'  to  aU,  the;  laws  and  ordinances  of  a  state : 
—the  ministry,,  y^u  jroay .  rememhlT^-were  tur^ned  put 
forMr*  Fox's  Indift  Bill,  which  *hfik Opponents  ftq«m- 
f;{l  an  attack  uplwii  th^  ^bartered  <rigbts  ;of  .fnan^<5r, 
ia  other  wor5|s,i|ppn:th6  abiis^P  wppPfMhya  inio^ 
X)<)pply  in  trade.;  Hear  the  sentiinen.ts  ©f  M?.  Burke,  -  ^ 
when  the  NATURAL  and  CHARTERED  rights  ot 
men  are  brought  into  contest.  Mr.  Burke,  in  his 
apeeph  in  the  Boi^e  of  Commons,  ex.pregsed  himself 
Ibtt^^  «*  The  firsS  objection  is,  tha^the  bill  is  atj  at- 
"  tac^s:  onthc^chartered  rights  of  m^n.  As  to  thi? 
'^  objection,  I  lAust  observe  that  the  phrase  of  *  tjiw 
*'  i;bartered  rigj^sof  f(ien,'  is  full  of  affectation  ;  apd 
*'  very  pnusual  in  the  discussion  of  privileges  con-^ 

.    *  4«ristaQt  CmiBfiel  to  the  Prisoners^:  s  ypaog  isaa  of  great 
sbiUdei  aad  promise  ia  his  profession. ,  il^iifii  sppo  aftervards. 
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^  ferred  by  charters  of  the  present  deseri{:M<»a.  But 
*^  it  is  not  difficult  to  disoorer  ivhat  end  that  am^ 
*^  bigDoas  mode  of  eip^aioni  so  often  reirerated^  % 
<^  meant  to  answer* 

^'  The  rights  of  men^  that  is  to  day,  the  nalteral 
^^  righu  ofmanMindj  are  indeed  sacred  things ;  and 
*^'if  any  pnblic  measure  is  proved  ihiscfaieToosIjr  t6 
'^  affect  them^  the  objection  ought  to  b6  fatal  to  thiat 
'*  measure,  even  if  no  diarter  at  all  eoold  be  set  up 
1*  against  it.~-And  if  these  natural  rights  are  further 
*^  affirmed  and  declared  by  express  cbv^dnsknts^  cltaAf 
*'  defined  and  secured  against  chicane,  pow^r^  and 
'^  authority,  by  written  inslMinieMs  and  posittve  en« 
^<  gagements,  they  are  in  a  s^  bettei^  coridilSon  i 
^^  they  then  partake  not  only  of  the  tuinetily  of  fM 
*^  olject  so  secured^  but  of  that  AolleiMv  poMic  ISlSk 
^  itself,  which  se^eores  an  ol))ect^su<£h  important. 
'^  Indeed,  this  formal  reoognitioni  by  (he  sovef^ign 
**  power,  of  an  original  right  inlhti  sufe^t,  cad 
'*  never  be  sabrerted,  but  by  rooting  op  the  holdiii^ 
^  *^  radical  principles  of  governmenti  attd  even  jof  so^ 
»*  deiy  itself/* 

The  Dake  of  Rtclmodd  rise,  in-  bis  puMle  lettef 
to  the  High  Sheriff  of  Sussex,  rest*  ttie  rights  of  flb« 
people  of  England  upon  the  same  hitrible  and  daHik*' 
abk  principle  tfthe  rights  of  man^-^heA  Gentleirieti^ 
therefore,  take  care  they  do  not  ptdl  down  the  Very 
authority  which  they  come  here  to  support  ;->-i-let 
them  remember,  thiit  His  Majesty's  f«tt»y  was  called  ^ 
to  the  Throne  upon  the  very  prh)dp>e»  that  thb  dn* 
dent  Kings  of  this  country  had  violated  those  satired 
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trusts  s«-^Iet  them  recollect  tod  ui  what  the  iriohitioil 
fnas  charged  to  exist  ;*-*-it  was  charged  by  the  BtU  of 
fiighte  to  exist  in  cruel  and  tn&nioas  trials ;  in  tti^ 
packing  of  jnries ;  and  in  disarming  the  people^ 
whose  arms  are  their  unaliendUe  refuge  against  op^ 
presftOd.r^Bnt  did  the  pec^Ie  of  England  assembtft 
to  make  this  declaration  7-^^^No  !«-«because  it  wiis  uniu 
necesaary.^-^The  sense  of  the  people,  against  a  cor^ 
rapt  and  scandalous  government,  dissoked  it,  by 
aiosost  tibe  ordinary  forms  by  which  the  old  goverai 
mcnt  itsdf  was  administered.— King  Wlliam  sent 
liis  writs  to  those  who  had  sat  in  the  former  Bu-Iia* 
mttnt :.  hot  will  any  man,  therefore,  tell  me,  that 
that  fbrliament  reorganized  the  g05^emment  without 
the  will  of  the  people  i  and  that  it  was  not  thei# 
oonttnt  vfhkk  entailed  on  King  William  a  particular 
inhisritance,  to  be  enjoyed  under  the  domhiion  of  thu 
\em  }  Gentlemen,  it  was  tHe  denial  of  these  prtn^ 
eipks,  asserted  at  the  Ketolution  in  England,  that 
Vroughti  forward  the  author  of  the  Rights  of  Man,' 
aod  stirred  up  diis  controversy  which  has  given  such 
akrm  to  Governmwit  :-*^but  for  this  the  literary  la-i 
hours  of  Mr.  Paine  hftd*  closed. — He  asserts  it  Mni* 
self  hi'  his'  book,  and  every  bbdy  kTiows  it.— It  wai 
pot  the  Frencb  revolution^  but  Mt.  Burke^s  Reflect 
tiam  uptm  H,  followed  up  by  another  work  on  the 
same  anbjeet,  as  ii  regarded  things  in  England^ 
which  ibrougbt  forward  Mr.  Paine,  and  which  ren-i 
dered  his  works  so  much  the  object  of  attenticM  irl 
tb&^coutttry.-^iNMr^  Burke  deined  positively. the  .very 
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fpUixJation.  tapon  which  die  Revolution: bf  1668  mast 
Stand  for  Its  dupport^  vis.  the  right  of  the  people  to 
phtngjs  tbfeir  governrnait  rand  he.  as^rted;  in 'the 
fefeth  qf  fHis  Majestyls  title 'to  the  Crown,  that  no 
such  righlin  the  pe6|ile  existed  ;-*^this  ia  the  true 
history.  Qf't^e  Second  Eftrt  of  the  Rights  ef  Man.— 
The  {'ir*  Bart  had  Hul^more  aspect  io  this  country 
than  to  Japan  ;t— it  asserted. the  right'  of  the  pecsple 
of  Fr^i)ce  to  act  as  they,  had  acted^  but  there. was 
Uttle.whidi  pointed  to.  it  its  an  example  f on  England. 
?r-There'  had  been  a/despotic  authooity.in  France 
which  the  .people  had  thfown  doWn,  arfd  Mr.  BuricA 
seemed  (o  question  their  right  to  do  toa^-^Mr.  Faioc 
maintleinf^  the  contrary  in  his  answer ;  and  having 
i(nbihed  the  principles*  of  republican,  government^ 
4tiri4n[g.  the  American  revolution,  he  mixed  with  the 
qontroversy  m&ny  coarse  and  harsfai  .remarks  upon 
moDarchy  ;as  established,,  even  in  Englabd,  or  in  any 
|K>$8ible  forrpc-rBut  this  was:  oollateral  to  the  gteat 
otgect  pf  bjs  Work,  which  was  to,  mdmtain*  the  rigfaf 
pf  tbe^p^ple  to  choose  ;tHeir  goverEMtaent  ^-^this  was 
the  right  which  was  questioned,  aod  the  assertion  of 
it  ^as*  most  interesting'  to  niany  who'  ^ere  most 
strenuously  attacbedf  tQ  the  English  gbvemment; 
tinee  men  mdy  asi$ert  the  right  of  eVery  /people  to 
choose,  t^eir  governmet>t.  wiihdut  seeking*  to  destroy 
theif  orn^.   '.This  account^  for  niany  expre^iona  im^ 
put^d/to;l^e  unfortutlatc;' Prisoners,  jwhich  I' have 
Oftcin/utt^f^d;  ii^'self,.  arid  ^hall  continue  .to  utter 
^very,  day^qf jny jIife,,te4)C»ll  .upi>n :  th«-4sgie»  of. 


terntnent  to  record  thera: — I  will  say  anIt  wheee^ 

VITHOUT  FEAR^  NAY,  I  WILL  SAY  HERE,  WHERE  it 
aXA^J),  THAT  A^  ATTEIAj?!*  TO  INTBRPERE,  BY  DE- 
SPOTIC COMBIRTATION.  AN0  VldLBlirCE,  WITH  ANT? 
•OVERNMBNT  WHICH  A  PEOPLE  CHOOSk  TO  61  Y£ 
io  THEMSELVES^  WHETHER  IT  BE-GOOD  OR  l^VIL^  lUT 
AN  OPPRESSION  AND  SUBVERSION  OF  THE  NATURAL 
AND  UNALIENABLE  RIGHTS  OF  MAJ?  $  AND  THOUGHf 
THE  GOVERNMENT  OF  THIS  COUli-TRV  SHOULD  COtNi 
TENANCB  SUCH  A  SYSTEM^  IT  WOULD  NOT  ONLY  B^ 
STILL  LEGAL  FOR  ME    TO   EXPRESS  MY  DEtBSTAtlOl!^ 

of  jt>  as  i  here  deliberately  express  it,  but 
xt  would  become  my  interest  and  my  duty. 
For,  if  combinations  of  despotism  can  accom^ 
j^lish  such  a  purpose,  who  shall  tell  me^  what 

OTHER  NATION  SHALL  NOT  BE    THE   PREY   OF  TifEIft 

AMBITION  ?-:-Upon.the  very  principle  of  denying  to 
a  people  the  right  of  governitig  themselves,  how  are 
ve.to  resist  the  French,  should  they  attempt  by  vio* 
fedce  to  fasten  their  government  upon  ui?  Or,  what 
inducement  would  there  be  for  resistance  to  preserve 
kws,  which  are  not>  it  seems,  our  own^  but  which  are 
Vnalterably  imposed  upon  us?— Tlie  very  argument 
Strikes,  as  with  a  pialsy>  the  arm  and  vigour  of  the 
Ration ^*-^I  hold  dear  the  privileges  I  am  contjending 
|br,  .not  as  privileges  hostile  to  the  constitnition,  but 
as  necessary  for  its  preservation  ;  and  if  the  French 
were  to  intrude  by  force  upon  the  government  of  our^ 
own  free  choice^  I  diould  leave  these  papers,  and  re« 
turn  to  a  profession  that>  perhaps^  I  better  understand* 

VOL.  in.  F  F 
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The  nett  evidenoe  relied  on,  after  the  ii 
^f  the  Corresponding  Society,  is  a  letter  written  tm 
then^  from  Norwich^  dated  the  I  tth  of  Novembcf 
1793,  with  the  ansiArer,  ^ted  the  26th  of  thesaoM 
lDonth:«-it  is  asserted,  that  this  cotrespoodeaot 
Aows,  they  «med  at  nothing  less  than  dm  totdl 
destruction  of  the  monarchy ^  and  that  they,  tbens^ 
fore,  veil  their  intention  under  covert  and  ainUguMia 
Imguage.— I  thinks  on  the  other  hand^  aid  I  shatt 
eontinue  to  think  so,  as  long  as  I  am  capable  0f 
tiiotigbt,  that  it  was  impos^ble  for  worda  to  cohvcjf 
more  dearly  the  explicit  avowal  of  their  original  pla» 
for  a  constitutional  reform  in  the  House  of  Gomiiions* 
This  letter  from  Norwich,  after  congraUihtiBg  tbd 
Corresponding  Society  on  its  institution,  aska  seveeai 
questions  arising  out  of  the  proceecKngs  of  other  SO^^ 
eietfes  in  dtflferent  parts  of  the  kingdom^  whioti  tte]^ 
profess  not  thoroughly  to  understand. 

The  Sheffield  peopte  (they  observe>  scteMeA  at  6m 
determined  to  support  the  Duke  of  RiehSaotid^s  {Am 
only,  but  that  tiiey  had  afterwards  observed  a  dSspO»« 
sitioci  in  them  to  a  more  moderate  plan  a€  veform 
proposed  4)y  the  Friends  of  the  People  in^  Lentei  1 
wAilst  the  Manchester  people^  by^  addressing  Mk 
Paine  (whom  the  Norwich  people  had  not  addfessed). 
Seemed  to  be  intent  on  republican  prinei{4e»  ^vtyt 
they  therefore  put  a  question,  not  at  all  of  dsstrasti  er 
suspioion,  but  bimd^fide\  if  evier  there  w«8  good  filitk 
between  men,  whether  the  Corresponding  flikwtf 
afeeant  ti^  be  satisfied  with  the  pkm  ^  the  Dilbsr  of 


Richmofid  ?  d*,  ^Helhrf  it  was!  theit  pfTvafe  'dSsigxi' 

td  i^ip  lip  Ifionare^  by  <l»e  rcx)ts,  and  placfe  demo-** 

ot^  iri  iW  rtead  ?    Now  hear  the  answer,  frbiii' 

if^h^nc)^  UJ  ifs  \t^(€tr^d  tkaU  this  last  is  tfttir  rnlentlafti- 

thcfy  begm  ih^t  ai^swer  with  i^ecapitukting  the  de- 

tftdnd  of  their  eori*e^pati<^iit,  a»  f^ga!arYy  as  a  trades^ 

matij '  #ho  h^»  bad  dti  e>tdef  for  goods'^  recapitulates 

^i^0fd6ty  that'  thefe  iriay  be  no  ambiguity  in  the 

j^eferencA  o^  ippJieation-  of  th^  rep}|^,*  lind  then  th%y 

iay,  as  to  the  bbjects  they  havi  in  irtevv  they  refer 

tlhem  to  therr  tfddi'^s^s.     '*  Yuu  wiff  thereby  see 

^  thM  tb#y  me^  td  dissemirtate  ptarRiica!  knowletfg^, 

^  ^rtd  thereby  engage  the  judicious  part  of  thcf  na:tiott 

^  tk>*  demand  the  &.t&v^Br/  of  their  lo^t  rfghts  iti 

^  AWiyAij  Pai^liametit^;  th6' members^  of  these  Pari*-' 

•^  liamenlS  oWiBg  theit  election  t®-  nnbooght  ^uf«% 

^  frages/'— They  tfren  desfi*e  them  to  be-  carefu!  tor 

4v<>idf  all  dispiite,!  and  s^y  to  theni,  Part  monarchy, 

4erAacraeyj  awd  e^ett  religion,  quite  aside;  and  '*  Letf 

^  your  ^ndeav^ui's  go  to  increase  the  numbers  of 

*^  thiDse  who  desire  a  full  and  equal  representatiotl  c/t 

*^  the  peoplci  and  leave  to  a  Parliament,  so  chosen, 

^^  tai*efbrm  all  existing  abuses?  and  if  they  don't  aii- 

^  dwer,  at  the  year's  end  you  may  choose  others  iri 

^  their  stead.*'     The*  Attorney  Gefieral  says,  this  ii 

lamefy  expressed ;— I,  on  the  other  hand,  say,  that 

It  is  not  only  not  liamely  expressed,  but  anxioudj^ 

T?orded  to.put  an  end  to  darngerous  speculations.-^ 

£eave  all   theories^  undisctissed  ; — do    not  perplei 

y<Hxrselye5  witly  abstract  queMions  6f  government  ;-^ 
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endearour  practically  to  get  hon^t  reprejfentatives,-— 
and  if  they  deceive  you — then,  what  ?-— briqg  on  a 
revolution? — No! — Choose  pthere  in  their  stead. 
They  refer  also  to  their  address,  which  lay  before  their 
correspondent,  which  address  expresses  itself  thus: 
^[  Laying  aside  all  claim  to  originality^  we  claim  no 
other -merit  than  that  of  reconsidering  and  verify-* 
ing  what  has  already  been  urged  in  our  common 
*'  cause  by  the  Duke  of  Richmond  and  Mr.  Pitt^  and 
^\  their  then  honest -^party/* 

W  hen  the  language  of  the  letter,  which  is  branded 
as  ambiguous,  thus  stares  them  in  the  face  as  an  un- 
deniable answer  to  the  charge,  they  then  have  re« 
course  to  the  old  refuge  of  malajides ;  all  this  they 
say  is  but  a  cover  for  hidden  treason ; — ^but  I  ask 
you,  Gentlemen,  in  the  name  of  God^  and  as  fair 
and  honest  men,  what  reason  upon  earth  there  is 
to  suppose,  that  the  writers  of  this  letter  did  not 
mean  what  they  expressed  ?  Are  you  to  presume  in 
a  Court  of  Justice,  and  upon  a  trial  for  life,  that 
men  write  with  duplicity  in  their  most  confiden- 
tial correspondence,  even  to  those  with  whom  they 
are  confederated  ? — Let  it  be  recollected  also,  that  if 
this  correspondence  was  calculated  for  deception,  the 
deception  must  have  been  understood  and  agreed 
upon  by  all  parties  concerned;  for  otherwise  you 
have  a  conspiracy  amongst  persons  who  are  at  cross 
purposes  with  one  another ;  consequently  the  con- 
spiracy, if  this  be  a  branch  of  it,  i$  a  conspiracy, of 
thousands  and  ten  thousands^  from  one  end  of  the 
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fcngdom^tb  the  other,  who  are  all  guilty,  if  any  df 
the  Prisoners  are  guilty :— upwards  of  forty  thousand 
persons,  upon  the  lowest  calculation,  must  alike  be 
liable  to  the  pains  and.  penalties  of  the  law,  and  hold 
their  lives  as  tenants  at  will  of  the  Ministers  of  the 
Crown. — In  whatever  aspect,  therefore,  this  prosed 
<5ution  is  regarded,  new  difficulties  and  new  uncef- 
iain ties  and  terrors  surround  it.  " 

The  next  thing  in  ofder  which  we  have  to  look  at, 
18  the  Convention  at  Edinburgh. — It  appears  that  it 
letter  had  been  written  by  Mr.  Skirving,  who  was 
connected  with  reformers  in  Scotland  proceeding; 
avowedly  upon  the  Duke  of  Richmond's  plan,  pro* 
posing  that  there  should  be  a  Convention  from  the 
societies  assembled  at  Edinburgh : — now  you  will  re- 
collect, in  the  opening,  that  the  Attorney  General 
considered  all  the  great  original  sin  of  this  conspiracy 
«nd  treason  to  have  originated  with  the  societies  in 
London — that  the  country  societies  were  only  tools  ih 
their  hands,  and  that  the  Edinburgh  Convention  was 
the  commencement  of  their  projects;  and  yet  it 
plainly  appears  that  this  Convention  origitiated  froih 
neither  of  the  London  societies,  but  had  its  beginnin]^ 
at  Edinburgh,  where,  just  before,  a  Convention  had 
been  sitting  for  the  reform  in  Parliament,  attended 
Iby  the  principal  persons-  ^in  Scotland ;  and  surely, 
without  adverting  to  the  nationality  so  peculiar  to 
the  people  of  that  country,  it  is  not  at  ail  suspicious, 
that,  since  they  were  to  hold  a  meeting  for  similar 
<4:ibjects,  they  should  make  use  of  the  same  style  for 
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their  fiSKSocJatiovi  J  9n4  thai;  their  dei^utie^  sfioitld  bf 
j^Ue4  ^lelegatepj  Afhen  4elegpt^6  had  fttteiided  4hf 
otb^r  C^nveptipn  from  all  tb9  i^ounti^^i  and  whom 
ItUay  were  ^very  iay  looHlog  #1  in  tl)eir  ^IreetSj  in  thf 
^jLir^p  ^f  jthp  V/firy  ^mc  ye^r  that  SJ^irving  ^^rotp  hip 
loiter  cw  ih?  #yly^«tt  Th^  views  of  )Lb^  porrespoTid^ 
>Pg  &P<)itty,  9^  they  iregyrded  this  CodventioB^  ap4 
eonsequently  the  vievye  of  th^  PrisoDer^  niust  be  c(^^ 
Ifscted  from  tbir  writ^eii  instriictioiis  to  the  delegates, 
.|i¥i!(?ss  they  c^t)  be  ff Isifijed  by  matter  which  is  cplla^ 
.4eral.-rrlf  I  (5qHKiitiitp  qn  age^it,  I  ^iv\  bound  by. what 
l^fs  da^$,  bii(  alw^yi  with  tbi#  limitation,  for  what  bf 
4p^  u;i^Ai7»  Mf  ^f^/>0  (/  ki§  agavQjf  .'—if  I  constitgtf 
fin  agent  to  buy  hors^^  for  ifi^,  and  be  coijF^niits  high 
tre^Eoni  ft  wiU  t^t,  I  hope^  be  argued  that  I  am  to 
^e  hanged.<T^irj  constitute  an  tigent  for  any  bu^nesa 
that  can  b^  ^tyt^di  and  he  goes  beyond  bia  instruor 
^JQns,  he  murt  J^n^wef  for  hiilf^a^lf  beyond  their  liinits  $ 
(or  b^y^nd  tb#i|i  he  is  not  my  r(ppre6entatiye»-t-The 
fcM  done,  thj^refpre^  ^t  the  geotch  Conventioi^ 
"^hatevfr  may  b^  thpir  quality^  are  evidence  to^hqw^ 
that,  in  point  ^f  fiiot,  a  certain  iiiqmber  of  peopte  got 
-together,  and  di<l  any  thing  yoM  ciioose  tocfiU  illegal  j 
feyt,  afi  far  ft$  it  f  oop^rpB  mfl,  if  |  gm  not  preseql^ji 
)fpu  are  :li  patted  by  nny  i))s|ruption€^<i  apd  have  not  a<^ 
V^nced  A  jingle  fetep  up#a  yoqr  jqurppy  to  copviQt 
}^ez  the  instruotiona.to  Sfkirving  have  been  read,  an4 
ipeali:  for  Ibeifus^lvea ;  they  aire  ^^fiptjy  legal,  »n4 
pursue  the  avowed  c^ject  of  the  $ocif ^  ;  and  it  wiil 

b?  for  ibe  SqIwHoi (Tcn^rai  tepoint  w^  in  hw replj& 
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^ny  counter  Qit*  secret- iristni^ttatis,  or  My  oDlIaterdi 
omdiiet^  contradictory  of  this  gppd  faith  mth  whioli 
they  were  written.  The  instructions  are.  io  these 
irords--^*^  The  4clcgates  are  instructed,  on  the  part 
*^  of  this  Society,  to  ^^ist  ia  bringing  forward, and 
^^  mpporting  any  constitutiQnal  moaimre  fw  procuring 
*^  a  real  representation  of  the  Commons  of  Gre^ 
*♦  Briiain/'  What  do  you  say^  Gentlemen,  to  thia 
Unguage? — bow  are  pien  to  e4cpress  themselves  viho 
4^re  a  oonstitutional  reform  ?  The  object  and  the 
node  of  effecting  it  were  equally  legal — this  is  most 
^vious  from  the  conduct  of  the  Parliament  of  Ire* 
land,  acting  under  directioBs^  fnom  England ;  they 
passed  the  Convention  Bill,  and  made  it  onjy  a  mis^ 
demeanor,  knowing  that,  by  the  law  as  it  stood,  it 
wts  no  misdemeanor  at  alk — Whether  this  stajteiT^ot 
may  meet  with  the  approbation  of  others,  I  care  noti 
I  kncMir  the  fact  to  be  so,  and  I  maintain  that  yoii 
IMiQOt  prov«  upon  tbeConvention  which  met  at  £din^ 
burgh,  and  which  is  charged  to-day  with  high  trea^ 
$on^  one  thousandth  part  of  what,  at  .last,  worked 
op  Go)^i9iment  in  Irebod  to  the  pitch  of  voting  it  a 
ni^t^qneanon 

.  <ire«tlemein,  I  am  not  viindidating  any  thing  that 
fisn  promote  disoipder  in  the  country^  but  lam  main» 
tlining  that  the  worst  possible  disorder  that  can  fail 
ll{jN9n.  a  country  is,  whea  subjects  are  deprived  of  the 
lane t ion  of  clear  and  unambiguous  laws.-— If  wrong 
is  Qommitted,  fet  punishmeht  follow  according  to  the 
measure  of  that  wrong  ;r— if  men  are  turbulent,  let 
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them  be  visited  by  the  laws  according  to  the  m^surt 
of  their  turbulency:?~if  they  write  libels  upon  Go^ 
irernment,  ]el  then)  be  punished  according  to  th^ 
quality  of  those  libels  :  but  you  must  not^  and  will 
not,  because  the  stability  of  the  monarchy  is  an  im- 
portant concern  to  the  nation,  confound  the  nature 
and  distinctions  of  crimes,  and  pronounce  that  the  lif6 
of  the  Sovereign  has  been  invaded,  because  the  pri- 
vileges of  the  people  have  been,  perhaps,  irregubrly 
and  hotly  asserted : — you  will  not,  to  give  security 
to  Government,  repeal  the  most  sacred  laws  insti-^ 
tuted  for  our  protection,  and  which  are,  indeed,  tbd 
only  consideration  for  our  submitting  at  all  to  Go<» 
vernment.— If  the  plain  letter  of  the  statute  of  Edr 
wa:rd  the  Third  applies  to  the  conduct  of  the  Prii 
soners,  let  it  in  God's  name  be  applied; — but  let 
neither  their  conduct,  nor  the  law  that  is  to  judge  it; 
be  tortured  by  construction  ;  nor  suffer  the  transact 
tion,  from  whence  you  are  to  form  a  dispassionate 
conclusion  of  intention,  to  be  magnified  by  scandal- 
ous epithets,  nor  overwhelmed  in  an  undistinguish^ 
able  mass  of  matter;  in  which  you  may  be  lost  and 
bewildered,  having  missed  the  only  part&  which  could 
Jhave  furnished  a  clue  to  a  just  or  rational  judgment. 

Gentlemen,  this  religious  regard  for  the  liberty  of 
the  subject,  against  constructive  treason,  is  ^ell  il- 
lustrated by  Dr.  Johnson,  the  great  author  of  our 
English  Dictionary,  a  niaa  remarkable  for  his  love  of 
prder,  and  for  high  principles  of  government,  but 
wbq  had  the  wisdom  to  know  that  the  great  end  of 
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gbvCrnlfietit,  in  all  its  fortns,  is  the  security  of  liberty 
and  life  Cinder  the  law.—^This  man,  of  masculine 
mind,  though  disgusted  at  the  disorder  which  hard 
George  Gordon  created,  felt  a  triumph  in  his  acquit-* 
tal,  and  exfelaiined,  as  we  learn  from  Mr.  Boswell^ 
^  i  hkt^  Lord  6.  Gordon,  but  I  am  glad  he  was  ilot 
^^'  convicted  of  this  eonstructfve  treason  ;  for,  though 
^  I  hate  him,  I  love  my  country  and  myself/' — This 
^traordinat*y  man,  no  doubt,  remembered  with  Lord 
Mal^e,  that,  when  the  law  is  broken  down,  injustice 
knows  no  bounds,  but  runs  as  far  as  the  wit  and 
invention  of  accusers^  or  the  detestation  of  persons 
kxsused;  will  carry  it: — ^You  will  pardon  this  almost 
perpetual  recurrence  to  these  considerations ;  but  the 
present  is  a  season  when  I  have  a  right  to  call  upon 
y&u  by  every  thiiig  sacred  in  humanity  and  justice} 
-^by  every  principle  which  ought  to  influence  thd 
tieairt  of  man,  to  consider  the  situation  in  which  I 
<tand  before  you, — I  stand  here  for  a  poor,  un» 
Vnown,  unprotected  individual,  charged  with  a  de« 
l»gn  to  subvert  the  government  of  the  country,  and 
liiie  dearest  rights  of  its  inhabitants; — a  charge  which 
has  coliected  against  him  a  force  sufficient  to  crush 
to  pieces  any  private  man  i — the  whole  weight  of  the 
(Srown  presses  upon  him  ;  Parliament  has  been  sit* 
ting  upoii  ex--parte  evidence  for  months  together;  and 
rank  and  property  is  associated,  from  one  end  of  the 
kingdom  to  the  other,  to  avert  the  supposed  conse- 
lances  of  the  treason. — I  am  making  no  complaint 
f)f  tlii^;  but  $^relY  ii  is  an  awful  suiumons  to  impa^ 


calKng  upon  your  integrity  ^ad  firnmeM  4o  d^  e^M| 
jii^tipe  between  the  Crpwn  f 0  4U|piK>i1e^^  wd  aji  wi^ 
hpppy  Prisoner,  so  unproteeted. 

Gentiemen^  I  declare  that  I  atn  utterj^Mtil^hjs^^ 
pn  loo^Ling  at  the  docfc>  to  find  bpv  long  I  hive 
))eeD  iipeaking ;  and  that^  agitated  4Pd  diatrfftaed  ai 
}  ain«.  I  have  yet  (Strength  enough  hh  f^f  |be 
remainder  of  my  dpty;  ;-rr^  every  pfir»)  ^f  »y  hceltjb 
it  ^U  be  exerted ;  for  aklipugh,  if  thi^caji^  sbovM 
ini^cgrry,  I  know  I  shall  have  justice  dpnf  9ie  for  tte 
honesty  of  my  intentions ;  yet  what  }^  th?^  ^  thfl 
public  and  posterity  i — What  is  it  tp  th«tti#  when,  U 
vpQipi  this  evidence  there  can  st^  1^  pan^ipti^Q  (9f 
l^igh'  trie^son,  it  is  plain,  th^t  no  qnan  ^n  bp  wid4* 
have  a  }ife  which  is  bid  ow^  J-r^rFor  b<>w  090  be  pwi^ 
fobly  know  by  f/v  b^t  engines  it  may  1m  fnfirtd,  « 
from  w^at  vQknawn  sowp^  it  mpy  v  be  aUacH^d  mi} 
overpowered  ?-— puoh  .a  iw^iistrou^  pi^G^^iil  vTtmU 
be  as  r^inpus  to  the  King  ^  to  hif  )iu^Wts.»rr*Wt 
|ure  in  a  crisis  of  our  affairs  $  .yvhieh  p^ti^  J441^ 
put  of  thf$.^\»estiop^  Gslls  in  «o«jnd  pol^^  ^  ti» 
gre^t^st  prudence  and  moderfttlon^rmAt  b  Aimti  mk9n 
9tt)^T  PPtioHs  are  disposed  to  sobv^t  th^r  estab}ipl|it 
me^iM^  kt  it  be  our  wis^oNm  to  maHe  the  snJuJaet  ftd 
tb§.  pr9(:fti(^  benefits, of  pe^r  ^wn^  let  as  ^seeH  to  bring 
go^9i)t  of  evil  :-*Hhe  distracted  mhabitt«ift  iQif  llm 
wi>F)4  w»il  fly  to  us  £6r  swotaary,  driven  ouit  of  tfefir 
Vpnutrtes  from  the  dreadful  conaeqiaenMi  of  BOt  ftb* 
t4s4wg  ito  «/^iQn«)hIt  reforms  in  gprnmiMttt  if«»rvifb 


(mi  to  the  fojljrof  suflTeiing  corruptipns  to  continucv 

iiU  the  vvhple  febrip  of  society  i^  dissolved  3nd  tumbles 

f^jtor^iin.     J!iandi»g^^ipon  our^hor^i  tbey  will  f^ 

(he.  blessing  of  seciirlty,  and  they  yriU  discover  igi 

wbat  it  consists  :  they  will  read  thi^  trial^  aipd  thd|r 

|>eart^  will  palpitate  at  your  deci340ii  :-^they  will  ^^f 

to  one  another,  and  .their  voiqes  will  reach  to  th^ 

$nds  of  th^  earth ;  May  thie  ponfttitation  of  England 

^idure  for  ev^r  !*— the  sacred  and  yet  remaining 

llfpctuary  for  the  qppre^ed  :— liere,  and  here  onljTp 

the  lot  pf  man  is  pa^  in  i^eeurity  :«4-what  though  au^ 

thority,  established  for  the  end$  of  justice,  may  li^ 

jit^If  op  again^^  it;— what  though  th^  Hous^  of 

Cpipinon^  itself  should  make  an  es^-paite  declaratioii 

■Df  guilt  ;-.«^hat  though  every  «pecies  of  art  8ho\il<ji 

|;te  employed  to  entangle  tl)e  opinions  of  the  people, 

^hich  in  other  countries  would  be  inevitable  destroc^ 

(fon  v^'^yet  in  England^  in  enlightened  England,  all 

Ihi^  will  not  pluck  a  hair  from  the  head  of  innocence^; 

jfvrrthd  Jury  will  stilj  Ipok  steadfastly  to  the  law,  as  th0 

j|reat  polar  star^  to  direct  them  in  their  course:*««-a8 

prudent  men  they  will  set  no  example  of  disorder, 

fK>r  pronpuno^  a  verdict  of  censure  on  authority,  er 

of  approbation  or  dis^pprpbation  beyond  their  judicial 

^Qvinpt  :-^biit,  on  the  pther  h^nd»  they  will  make 

pp  political  s^crifiQe,  bat  deliver  a  plain,  honest  man^ 

frc\m^  tlv?  toils  of  irlju^tice.-^^When  your  verdict  is 

p*onpunced|  ^hi^swill  ba  the  judgment  pf  the  world; 

^r^and  if  any  aniongst  ourselves  are  alienate^  iU  their 

f^ctjpQS  t9  Qftverntnent^  nothing  wiH  b«  so  I'lk^ 
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•to  reclaim  them : — they  will  say — ^Whatever  we  havQ^ 
lost  of  our  control  in  Parliament,  we  have  yet  a 
iheet-ahchor  remaining  to  hold  the  vessel  of  the 
state  amidst  contending  storms :— we  have  still, 
*ihank  God,  a  sound  administration  of  justice  secured 
to  ns,  in  the  independence  of  the  Judges,  in  the 
rights  of  enlightened  Juries,  and  in  the  integrity  of 
ihe  Bar ; — ready  at  all  times,  arid  upon  every  pos- 
'§ible  occasion,  whatever  may  be  the  consequences  to 
themsdves,  to  stand  forward  in  defence  of  the 
meanest  man  in  England,  when  brought  for  judg- 
ment before  the  laws  of  the  country. 

To  return  to  this  Scotch  Convention— Their  pa- 
pers were  all  seized  by  Government. — ^What  theiV 
proceedings  were  they  best  know :  we  can  only  see 
what  parts  they  choose  to  show  us ;  but,  from  what 
we  have  seen,  does  any  man  seriously  believe,  that 
•this  meeting  at  Edinburgh  meant  to  assume  and  to 
maintain  by  force  all  the  functions  and  authorities  of 
the  State  ? — Is  the  thing  within  the  compass  of  ha- 
mari  belief? — If  a  man  were  offered  a  dukedom,  and 
twenty  thousand  pounds  a  year^  for  trying  to  believie 
it,  he  might  say  he  believed  it,  as  what  will  not  man 
say  for  gold  and  honours  ?  but  he  never  in  fact  could 
believe  that  this  Edinburgh  meeting  was  a  Parliament 
for  Great  Britain  : — how  indeed  could  he,  from  the 
proceedings  of  a  few  peaceable,  unarmed  men,  dis- 
cussing, in  a  constitutional  manner,  the  means  of  ob- 
taining a  reform  in  Parliament ;  and  who,  to  mam- 
tain  the  club,  or  whatever  you  choos^^^  to  p^l  it,  coK 
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Ift^ted  a. lit  tie  money  from  people  who  were  well  dis- 
ppsed  to  the  cause.;  a  few  shillings  one  day^  and 
pierhaps  as  many,  pence  another? — I  think^  as  far  as 
r.  could  reckon  it  up,  when  the  report,  from  this  great 
committee  of  supply,  was  read  to  you,  I  counted  that 
there  had  been  raised,  in  the  first  session  of  this  par-- 
l^ament,  fifteen  poimds,  from  which  indeed  you  must 
deduct  two  bad  shillings,  which  are  literally  noticed 
in  the  account. — Is  it  to  be  endured.  Gentlemen^ 
tbat  men  should  gravely  say,  that  this  body  assumed 
tp  itself  the  ofBces  of  Parliament?. — that  a  few  harm-- , 
less  people,  who.  sat,  as  they  profess,  to  obtain  a  full 
representation  of  the  people,  were  themselves^  even 
ip  their  own  imaginations^  the  complete  representa- 
tion which  tliey  sought  foi-?— Why  should  they  sit 
front  day  to  day  to  .consider  how.  they  might  obtain 
what  they  had  already  got? — If  their,  object  was  an 
t^niversal  representation,  of  the  whole  people^  hpw  is 
it  credible,  they  coqld  .suppose  that  universal  repre- 
sentation to  exist  in  themselves— rin  the  representa«» 
tives  of  a  few  Societies,  instituted  tp  obtain  it  for  the 
country  at  large? — ^Ifthey  were  themselv^  the  na« 
tlpn,  why  should  the  language  of  every  resolution;  be, 
that  reason  ought  tp  be  their  .grand  engine  for  the 
accomplishment  of  their  object,  and  should  be  dit 
];ected  to  convince  the  nation  to  speak  to  Parliament? 
in  a  voice  that  must  be  heard  ?  The  proposition,: 
^erefore,  is  tpo  gross  to  cram  down  the  throats  of 
t^e  English  people,  and  this  is  the  Prisoner's  secu^ 
j|ity,~Hfr«  fl|p9iRihei£€|s  the  advmxtage  of  Qyrireo: 
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of  justMta:  this  proposttiofi^  <i^  wM<4t 
M  much  depMdiy  is  net  t&  be  rrasonei^  upon  oo 
pttrctMiK»t)t^  to*  bt  d«!ivefed  pri?at«iy  t^  fn#gi9ti*at6i 
fM  private  j'tfdgmdpt :  ao-»*4i6^  ha^  the  prtviiegg  of 
appealing  i^od^  M  he  now  a]9peal9  i»y  me,  to  00  efik 
Itghtentd  ^estmbiy,  fott  of  ey«5^  und  e^n,  and  ioul« 
ligeMe,  Inhere  speaking  to  a  Jovy  ip^  in  A  fx^ner^ 
spedking  (o  anati<M  at  Iar^e,cod%U)§for  Mlidiwty 
to  kd  univeisal  justice, 

Oefttlenven,  the  very  woiie  of  Mr.  FUne^  imder  the 
bemiers  of  vrhich  ihn  ^offMcA  rebttitioii  was  sei  ofi 
feoe^  refuted  the  charge  it  it  brwigbt  fotwarAto  $^ 
port  t  for  Mr.  Paine,  in  his  prreface,  smi  thtdoghcvt 
hia  whole  book,  reprobafiea  the  use  of  foree  agdnM 
the  most  evil  governmente^  the  oontrery  wae  neeer 
imputed  to  him.'^If  his  book  had)  beee  erriittn  in 
perseance  of  the  design  of  fetoe  and  rebellion,,  eadi 
ii»h)eh  it  is  notir  sought  Do  be  ednneeMt^  hd  wouldi^ 
like  the  Prisoners,  beive  becjn  charged  with  ei»  overt 
adt  ef  high  treason ;  huit  soeb  a-  proeeoilin^  wm  ttever 
tiiought  of,*>^Mr,  Paine  wes  indicted  fof  e  misde^ 
TMirior,  end  the  rhisdemeaiier  was  at^gued  to  ccAesisC 
Mt'M  tW  falsehood  that  a  natien^has  no  right  Hf 
diooie  or  aHc^r  its  governttient,  but  in  MdiiioMty  et-' 
citing  the  nation^  without  cemse)  *t6  eeercise  tbtiff 
i4ght.--*A  learned  hotd  (Lor4  Chief  Baronr  Maede^.' 
nald),  now  oiK  this  Bmahf  addressed  She  Jorf  0s  At^ 
tbrney  General  upon  this  prkicipk:  hisla^gitiige  waif 
this} — ^Tbe  qeestion  is  eet,  whaT  tbe  people  have  « 
lAgbft  te  do^  |in^  the  people  dre>  utid»ebMdi]r^  tbd 
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filttAdaticn  Md  Origin  of  all  govemmeftt;  lilUft  the 
charge  19^  for  seditkHisIy  calling  upon  file  peoj^Ie, 
without  ca^se  afr  reasoh,  to  exercise  ^  right  whicir 
would  be  silclftioa,  stlppdstng  the  right  t6  be  in  fhemt 
for  tkougb  iAiep^Of^  might  have  a  right  to  da  the 
thing  Mgg%9^dA;  ^knd  though  they  at'e  not  excited  to 
tht  doing  il  by  foroe  atld  rebeffion^  yet,  as  the  svig-* 
g«fttid«l  gO€^C<^  unsettle  die  State,  the  propagation  of 
ittch  doetrioeS'  h  seditious.  There  is  no  other  way, 
tfndoubtedly,  of  describing'  that  charge.  I  am  not 
her6  etitering  into  the  application  of  it  to  Mr.  PiEune, 
Whofle  Counsel!  ^m,  Md  who  has  been  tried  already. 
V0  say  thof  the  pebple  hatr^  a  right  to  change  tfadt* 
goWrnflMiit,  is  ifideed  altruism;  every  body  knows  it^ 
tfttd  th#y  exercised  the  right,  otherwise  the  Ring 
could  not  ba^e  bad  his  Establishment  amongst  us. 
If,  ttlertfore,  I  stw  up  individuals  to  oppose  by  force 
tbe  general  witi,  seated  in  the  government,  it  may 
to  treason ;  but  to  induce  changes  in  a  goivemtoient, 
by  exposing  to  a  Whole  natioti  its  errors  and  imper- 
fettttons,  can  have  M  bearing  upon  suclt  an  ofl^ttce : 
«^^lM  iitarast  which  can  be  made  of  ft  is  a  itiisde- 
.  meanor,  and  that  too  depending  wholly  upon  the 
jodgnnent  which  the  Jury  may  form  of  the  intention 
tff  the  writer .^^— The  Gowts,  for  a  long  time,  mdeerf, 
MMrned  to  themselves  the  province  of  deciding  opon 
this  inftention,  as  a  matter  of  law,  conclusively  infer* 
litig  it  from  the  act  of  pttbKcation:  I  say  the  Coufrts 
iiii&med  it,  thongh  it  was  not  the  doctrine  of  Lonf 
Manafieid^  but  iianded  down  to  him  from  the  ptece- 
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dents  of  Judges  before  his* ticn6:  but  even  in  that 
case^  thougl)  the  puUicatioti  was  the  crtine^  not^  u 
in  this  case,  the  intention,  and  though  the  qualitjr 
of  the  thing  charged  j>  when  not  rebutted  by  evidence 
for  the  Defendant^  had  so  long  been  considered  to  be 
al^al  inference,  yet  the  Legislature,  to  support  the 
province  of  the  Jury,  and  in  tenderness. for  liberty, 
has  lately  altered  the  law  upon  this  important  8ub« 
ject..  If,  therefore,  we  were  not  assembled,  as  we 
are,  to  consider  of  the  existence  of  high  treason 
against  the  King's  life,  but  only  of  a  misdemeanor  for 
seditiously  disturbing  his  title  and  es(ablish4nent;,  by 
the  proceedings  for  a  reform  in  Parliament^  I  should 
think  the  Crown»  upon  the  vory  principle  whtch,  un* 
der  the  libel  law,  must  now  govern  such  a  trial,  qiiilie 
as  distant  from  its*mdrkr~becai)se,  in  my;  opinicm^ 
there  is  no  way  by  which  His  Majesty*s  title  dan  ^lore 
£rmly  be  secui:ed^^or-by^  which  (abov«  all,  in-our 
times)  its  permanency  can  be  better  e$tablisb<^,  than 
by  promotinga  more  fiiU* and  equd  representation  of 
the  people,  by  peaceable  means;  and  liiy^  what -O^r 
xneans  has  it  been  sdught,.  in  this  instance]^  to-be 
promoted?  1:    ^I    v  %i    > 

Gentlemen, .when  the  member^  of.this CoAimlidn 
were  seined,  did.  they  attempt  resist^de  J-^Did  they 
insist  upon  their  privileges:  as  subjects  tmder  the 
laws,  or  as  a  parliament  enacting;  laws  fpr  oth^rsj^-^ 
|f  they  had  said  or  done  any  thing  to  ^ive  odour,  to 
such  an  idea,  there  needed  no  spie^  to  copvict  them  $ 
the  Crovvn  could  have  ^iven  ample  indemnity 


^vktcnce  froin  dmongsrt  themselves:  the  Sodetics 
CMttiattd  of  thousands  and  thoasaods  of  persons, 
jome  of  >ivhom,  upon  any  calculation  of  human  na«- 
.titre^.niight  have  been  produced :  the  delates,  who 
attended  the  meetings,  could  not  be  supposed  to  have 
jiiet,  wUh  a  diflbrei^t  intention  from  those  who  sent 
them ;  and,  if  the  answer  to  that  is,  that  the  cpnstio 
toents  are  involved  in  the  guilt  of  their  representat* 
tiv&^  we  get  back  to. the  monstrous  position  which  I 
cb^erved  yfm  htfore  to  shrink  back  Jnm,  with  visibk 
Jiorror^  uHkm  I  stated  it ;  namely,  the  involving  in 
the  fete  and  consequence  of  this  single  trial  eveiy 
nuKci,  who  corresponded  with  these  Sodeties,  or  who, 
4M  i  memberof  Societies  in  any  part  of  the  kingdomt, 
ttmsentad  to  the  meeting  whidi  was:  assembled,  or 
iNfhidi  wM  in  prospect  :«**but,  I  thank  God,  I  have 
tiothmg  10  fear  frodi  Hhose  hydras,  when  I  see  h^bm 
ma  mdi  just  and  faononrable  men  to  bfAd  the  balanoe 
^jn^lte« 

Ot«tlemth,  the  dissdiltion  of  this  parUament 
^iqpeaks  as  stiotig  a  langoige  as  its  conduct  when  nU 
ttny.^How  was  it  dissolved  f  When  the  msgistratei 
^entised,  Mr.  Skirving  was  in  the  chair^  which  herok 
iuied  to  leave  :«-»he  considered  and  asserted  his  eott> 
4oct  to  be  legal,  and  therefore  informed  the  irtsgi* 
^rst»  he  mast  eaereise  his  authorify,  that  the  dia* 
ptrsionihight  appear  to  be  involontary,  and  that  the 
iolljeet,  dtstttrbed  in  his  rights,  might  be  entitled  ta 
hia  remedy.— The  ma^iitiiite  on  this  took  Mr.  Ski»^ 
viag by  thtahouMer,  who immfedfiatdly  obej^)  tiM 
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^diair  Wfts  fitted  in  a  m6todnt/>ftnd:tlmgl-e8t  parli» 
rinent  Ivoke  upv    What  was  the  affinrtof  all'tMa  ^m^ 
•ceeding  at  the  titnb,  when  whatever  belongtcbto'k 
<inust  have  hien  best  understoodi**^ Were  aiiyof  the 
^fartiea  indictefl^or  high  treason  ?-^Were  they  ;iii^ 
^dieted  even  for  .a  bneacb.  q£  the.  peace  in  .holding,  the 
•Convention  ?^*^None  Of  these  *htngs;^r-rThe  ^mw  df 
^Bcotianc),  arbitbry  as  it  ^s,  waa itdfae  idistitrbcd  to  find 
^a  name  for«the|r  oflfenoe^  aedithe  roles  Jof  trial  ,to\1ie 
violated  to  con^ct  them  :*^they  vwer^  denied  their 
^challenges  to  their  Jurors^ '  and  .othkr^irivgqfarities 
mwre  iatrcdtiqcd^  so  as  Ao  j^ff.theaiifa}ect'jof.c»tii|)l8iat 
M  the  House  GfH^mtnons.H-^Geotknien^  ihF^^hatcI 
Mn  spying,  I  am  mot  standing' op  loJiriDdiidte)att  ibat 
*4hQy  pohlished'tiiirix^.thefe  pmceedinga^  fhorejeip^ 
;4MaHyI  tbbse^hicii:  iv  Jre^nUert  ia  fioiiaequc8Mie«tif  Ae 
^trials  Lha^  jast/a^oded *  to;;  1>iit  jdlonrahee  ifwiifcdie 
tmade  ifor  a.  ataterof  heat  aad  .itnlltattoii3*!<^thiqi^  asnr 
men  whom  they  believed  to  be  persecuted^»ifei^nf(hilk 
v^tbiy  ibn^eiried  tb>betntuk)eiit;--fHtheyriynrrjlhi^ 
*tietifiis  of^sentenoeriwbiel^  sv9oyf  av*j»iibi 'Ceo^dcrc^ 
fioc^ttivalent  to;:  if.  ribV  \idrm'  tfaab>:  jwdgmeiK^of  .^ren. 
•ttn^!  fiebfenqoB  <whkii,  Bi  albeveabij:'  hAHntmsief^ 
*ii09d^befbre^ .  and^auch  as^  I  bdievferi^evwiwillbipilfti 
^x!tv  inipunity.^BQt  Bimae'I.'  am  bQ  Hie^idfeiabdf 
-tntefUioft,  lisb^Uwnidiiattnyaelf  Jivitb  the  aalnridA- 
si^ration  wbicix  rhalre-  Ueeb<  pnemmUo^^^Ir  w<tU«q^ 
<4<o  aspemianfi^bjjt  sh^l  i9pnterit(fbyadf?.iwifb,lM<<c^ 
^l^g^that  tbese-jndgmentfr  «eire  'popdfiativejof  le^QMf- 
t;^eo«8^  wlii((bimrdyfdl<iw  frqpibflthliid^i|li(tfr^l}r 
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ewnti^odL   How^easy  is  it  then  to  dispose  of  as  much 
9fthQ'Qvi4cSikce  as  consumed  half  a  day  in  tlie  ana« 
lllQniaf^  :agatiist  the  Scotch  Judges !     It  appeals  that 
Ib4y  QWie  to  various  .Fesolutio&s  concerning  theoi'^ 
$Oit)^  0Qod,    Mfhe  bad^  and  all  o£  thdm   ii:rtgvi)ian  * 
^W!EMD#gtt:QthQra  they  compart  themtoJefferies^  Und 
Wfk'ttmt  they/).  iwJbia imitate  his  example,  may  tntki 
i^s  i  ^filtt4^W  haff^then  ?  —  Irrwerend    eKpressibnd 
INB;9Mlt.*Af|l4ge3  ar^:  imA  ada  T»f  h^  tjjsafidn  !*^l? 
itHHy.imi  4ii$Miyed.!Jioond  tlid  Coort  of  Justii^fary 
afli  tWiiged  them  ita  riie  <eiecution  of  their  6filoe$,  it 
Ifiulc}  iSKit  b$vte  hem  treason  wttbia  the  i^tatli^^^^l 
|M|}'i^v#d¥.oca^  for  idikr^esp^  to  Jadgaa*;,  and  thinU 
tJMtrPlt  iArdwgei'Oua  tx)  thepttblicondei^ ;:  bot^  pattiilg 
0|^:<y:^ imuk.iiipoii  Uae  Judges  iloW'in  authi>ri<y) 
Itil  iSf|{«i)kk)iit4Pi^*a£  JeOffiries  is!ik>  hbel^  bu«'.dti^  MiftA 
9^  jttHtfol  (fteiii60M>  to.  iKicktd  mail  :]CxMl  t^tirf 
J[«(6^4  Jai&riisl  ddnied  tlie  privilsge  of  :SrigHih  laVK 
t(^  iKit^iqiiQi^ent  aira<-^H«  re^ed  it  to  S^*  Thomttt 
J^oMKtP^f  whO'  ib  Kiln  pleaded^.  ihiMr  of  hH  out-^ 
|&w{yjr*tb#tihe  wa^'out  of  tlie  realrii  Vi^to'be^^as  i%r 
fi^tedrr(l9  i(>b}dction  so  demt^  thatitwkb  iat^y  taketl 
lor-gt^nt^t  in  the  case  .of  Mr  J  Pcii«foy)  i-^Jhit 
^a4;^tflr  of*  this  unfortunate  perspn^  aladtf  of  hohdilt 
and  quality,  came  publicly  into  Ooort  >to<  suppUeaLl 
(99  b#r-)|a^ri;  i^nd  wl:Qit  were  the  effects  of  b^i*  sAp- 
ptj^qatic^^  and  of  l^be  law  in  the  *  mtnith>'  of  the  Pri^ 
soneri^  / '/  ®r*:TbaaiteiAiMstrong/'.Bard'  Jdftriesi 
^.'.yiQVirfmy.  piwMpe.  yowradlf  as  ibuqH^  ua  you  pleastf 
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"  hanged  next  Friday  T— and,  upon  the  natural  ex- 
damation  of  a  daughter  at  this  horrible  outrage 
fgaiMt  her  parent,  he  said,  "  Take  that  woman  out. 
*>  of  Court ;''  which  she  answered  by  a  prayer,  that 
•  Cod  Ahnighty*8  judgments  might  light  upon  biai» 
Gentlemen,  they  did  light  ufkm  htm ;  and  fA^m$ 
after  his  death,  which  speedily  fisttowed  this  transaic^ 
tion,  the  matter  was  brought  before  the  House  :of 
ComrooAs»  under  that  glorious  Revolution  wfaidi  is 
Macrted  throughout  the  proceedings  b^n^  you^  the 
judgment  against :  Sir  Thomas  Armstrong  was  de:^ 
elared  to  be  a  murder  under  colour  of  justiorl  8i^ 
Xobert  Sawyer^  the  Attorney  General,  was  ti^le^ 
the  House  of  Commons  for  his  oMdemeanor  in  re^ 
M»g  the  writ^  of  error^oand  the  execoHM  cTleCt 
lerlei  were  commanded  to  make  compenaation  to  the 
willow  and  the  daughter  of  the  deceased*  TheteaHi 
great  monuments  of  justice ;— --and,  aldiougb  I  by  liib 
aaeana  approve  of  harsh  expressions  agrinit  aiitbo^ 
tity»  whidi  tend  to  weaken  the  holdti^  ^  tfodet/* 
yjM  let  us  not  go  beyond  the  mark  in  our  restiaintsi 
nor  suppose  that  men  are  dangerously  disiiifteted  W 
the.  government,  because  they  feel  a  sort  of  pride  and 
exultation  in  events,  which  constitute  thedignity  and 
l^ory  of  their  country . 

Gentlemen^  this  resentment  against  the  prooeed- 
iogs  of  the  Courts  in  Scotland,  yims  not  confined  to 
those  whoiMr'ere  theofcyectsof  them ;  it  was  n(H  con- 
ined  even  to  the  friends  of  a  reform  in  Brtfiaknent--^ 
a  ];ienerolent|i(abGc^iQ  both  parts  of  Ike  island,  joined 
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<hem  in  the  complaint ;  and  a  gentleman  of  great' 
fnoderation,  and  a  most  invetierate  enemy  to  parlia-' 
Itoentary  reform,  as  thinking  it  not  an  improvement* 
of  the  government,  but  nevertheless  a  lover  of  htaf 
country  and  its  insulted  justice,  made  the  convictionsf 
of  the  delegates  the  subject  of  a  public  inquiry  :-— F 
Speak  of  my  friend  Mr.  William  Adam*,  who  brought 
these  judgments  of  the  Scotch  Judges  before  the 
House  of  Commons — ^arraigned  them  as  contrary  to 
kw,  and  proposed  to  reverse  them  by  the  authority 
of  Parliament.  Let  it  not  then  be  matter  of  wonder,' 
d\at  these  poor  men,  who  were  the  immediate  vic- 
tims of  this  injustice,  and  who  saw  their  brethren  ex- 
jpelied  from  their  country  by  an  unprececfented  and 
questionable  judgment,  should  feel  Kke  meQ  oo  the 
aubject,  and  express  themselves  as  they  ielt;  • 
^Gentlemen,  amidst  the  various  distresses  aijd  em- 
barrassments  which  attend  my  present  situation,  it  is 
*  great  consolation  that  I  have  marked  front  the  be- 
ginning, your  vigilant  attention  md  your  capacity  to 
titiderstand ;  it  is,  therefore,  with  the  utmost  con* 
ffdence  that  I  ask  yoo  a  few  plain  questions,  arising' 
out  of  the  whole  of  these  Scotch  proceedings.— In 
tfie  fir^t  place,  then,  do  you  believe  it  to  be  possible, 
tliat,  if  these  men  had  realty  projected  the  Conven- 
tion as  a  traitorous  usurpation  of  the  authorities  of 
Rrliament,  they  would  have  invited  the  Friends 
of  the  People,  in  Frith' Street,  to  assist  them,  when 

*  Now  Chantelior  to  the  Viwce  of  Wales.    He  succeeded  Lord 
■rs&ine  when  he  became  Chancellor  to  Hie  King, 
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they  knew  that  this  Society  w^s  df^t^rmin^  niff,  ti| 
tseek  the*  reforn\  of  the  constitution,  hut  by  meaiu^ 
that  were  conslitutiqna),  and  from  whpqi  they  couH 
neither  hope  for  support  nor«  concealment .  qf  evtjj^ 
purposes  ? — ^lask  you  next,  if  their, objects  had  heen^ 
traitorous,  would  they  have  given  tjpein,  without  disv^ 
guise  or  colour,  to  the  public  and  to  the  government^ 
in  every  cqrpmon  newspa(>er  ?  i^pd  y^t  it'  is  so  far* 
from  being  a  charge  against  tbo^s^^  tliat  they  coir- 
cealed  their  objects  by  hypocrisy 4)r  guards  cofvdui^,j 
that  I  have  been  driven  to  admit  tlie  justice  of  the. 
complaint  against  them^  for  unnecessary  inflsim-- 
mation  and  exaggeration.— ^I  a^  you  further j  whe-^ 
ther,  if  the  proce^ings,  thu^^  published  and  exagge** 
rated,  had  appeaj;ed  tp  Government,  wko  knew  every^ 
thing  belonging  to. them,  in  the  light  they  represent^ 
them  to  you  t^-d^jf^  they  could,  possibly  have  s}ep| 
over  them  with  such  complete*  indifference  and  siif( 
]<^e  ?  For  it  is  notorious,  t|)at  after  thi$  Conveniioni 
had  been  held  at  E)dinburgh ;  after^  in  sbprt,  ^^Vf\ 
thing  had  been'  saidi.  written^  and  transactods  ooi^ 
wbich  I  an)  now  comiB^iiting,  and  after  Mr^  BaiQe'a^ 
book  had  been  for  aboT^  aj^r  in  universal  pircu*^ 
lation, — ay,  up  to  the  very  day i when*  Mr*  Grey  gave* 
notice,  in  the  House  of  OoaniiQns,  o^  the  intentioii* 
of  the  Friends  of  the  People  ioT^^  9  reforof^  ^ia  Parlia-h 
xpe4a4|,  there  was  not  even  ^  sii^gle.indiptment.on  the( 
file  for  a  misdemeanor ;  but^  froo)  that  motpentj|> 
when  it  was  seen  that  the  cause  was  not  beat  down 
or  abandoned,,  the  pjipclaimatipn  made  its  appearanc?^ 
f^nd  all  the  proceedings  that  fqllpwed  ha4  their  birth. 
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iQt^ir.owKr  minds^  /ibot  thef  iiad  Ipeenengagfed  &ndl 
^ecOod in  a  deJssteblerAbeUum'to uit^ff4iii 
tV'deJtroy'Jkhe'/a4miiiistMtSoh  caf  justice^  and  to  sab^ 
v^rt  th&vehq^  febrsr^of  .tbtf  gOterameftt^  ^-iihoold  tarfif> 
iteindv  upotl.tii(eSr  -cGttatnf ,  wliose  rina  they  bad  pfdut 
jeetedy-and  mHktise  oibs^  obvious. ju8ti(ie. a ttmdiedofi' 
diem/cbmplaining,  forspoth^  that'tbfiir  delegittes^ 
ttkeh  by  magistrates^* dir  the:  vocy  aot  06  high  treason ^^ 
bad  been  harshly  and  ilkgaUy.  intenwptedr  in-a  meri>>-' 
torioQs  proceedtiig  ?  The  history  of  notinkind  never* 
f0mished'&»'  instance^  nor  ever  will^  of  aueh  eiCtra^ 
Ati^aiit,  preposteroos^  ai)d  unnatural  d3ndcict  I  No^I 
no^  Gentlemen  ^  all  their  hot -bipod  was  owing  iOJ 
their  .firttr.perstoasion^  dictated  .by  contoieui*  n'Ano^' 
oonoe,  that  the  conduct  of  their  jdekgirtea  4Mid  beeib 
li^I^i.Afld.inii^bi  lie  viridioaked  >  agj^inst '  the  inag^ 
slrati&-wlio>  obsi^ttclod  fbem  ;-;74ia:tiliiat;thjeyanigii]Br 
tterihistokta';-^  8niiiibt\a6guingi  thaifoint;;|rtl  pfe^' 
seKt^:::f6liiey  iaire  hbreaftev  iu^ictad*  for  ^  rhiadenoea^r 
iiqv^i  and  i  uaa^  Couifts^  in  kt{at  cause,  1  wiii  ttenp 
tdl  ydm  what  I  tfaihk  nf  it:^-«safiicie»t  for  ti^itrdai/^ 
IB?  limt  ^ood  o(  evil  of  it^r^t  is  silfjioient,  &»  tbti 
jloesQQt  6jde;tHafcthe  libgality  of  lUegaTity  of  the  .bpsi«id 
nmadi:du  nor  rdotioi}:  !•  ilie  drime  that  i§:ifiqmted't«i 

V  tTheiJBWt  rnatljejD  thafc  i&  aUe^d  agspnst  tbe  aa^^t 

thors  of 'tbe  fSooteh* Convention, oan^  ^e  sofdetieal 
which  supported ^  is^  their  Jpairibgi^nt  addresses  oC 
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dmies  am  ODnstdbned  to  bt  a  deciiiv0|>roof  ofacpabf 
lican  combinaltiNi^  wr^Sftig  doidy  in  theimelvet  opoil 
an  overt  act  of  tref>on*ii  ■  G»tlcmen»  if  the  dbtes  of 
these  addreii^Qi  are  attciufed  to»  which  come  no  loirer 
<l9wfi  than  Nov^her  1 7939  we  have  only  feo  lameii^ 
that  they  are  but  the  acts  of  |mi vate  suIyectSy  and  that 
they  were  not  sanctioned  by  the  State  ttself.-r-The 
J^rench  nation^  about  that  period^  under  their  new 
QCinstittttion»  or  under  their  new  anardiyy  call  it 
which  you  will,  were  neverthdeia  mobt  utsiously  de*' 
siroDscrf'nQatniatning  peace  with  this  oountry  .-^Butthe . 
King  was  advised  to  withdraw  his  an(lbassad<H*  frcoai. 
France^  upon  the  approaching  catastrophe  of  its  nMMit 
ucifortunate  Prince  s«-«^n  event  which^  however  to  ha^ 
deplored^  was  no  juitifiable  cause  of  QfSs»»M^  Gmi^ 
Britain.«»*-Fmioe  desired  notlung  but  the.rcgenen^ 
tionof  her  own  government  €  .and  if  she  mistook,  thth 
flpad  to  her  proisperity,  what  was  that  to  tta!««-rBut  it 
was  ^Ikqied  against  her  in  PulaaaMntt  that  she.  k^ 
introduced  spies  aoKMigst  us^  and  hdd  eocrespoi|4» 
^oee  with  disaffected  persons,  &r  the  desfrucM^  of 
Our  oonstitutioQ :  this  was  the  charge  .of  one  Minlv* 
sler,  and  it  was,  thereforf »  held  to  he  jost  mid  necM»^ 
jary,  for  the  safety  of  the  .country,  to  hold  France  a| 
arm^s  leniith^iind  to  nntoid  the^very  oontagfoo  of  coiw 
tact  with  her  at  the  risi  of  w«r«— >But,  Gentlemen,* 
this  ciiarge  agati|st  Frenc^  was  thought  by  many,  to 
be  supported  by  00  better  proofs  than  those  against 
the  Prisoner»-^In  the  publio  contspondence  of  the 
Ambassador  from  the  French  King,  and  upon  his 


^iilBiX'^A^^iiiM,^  u^h  His 

Mkjd8ty*s  Secretory  of  State,  ddcnilientd  which  & 
tifMMi  the  table  of  tlie  Hcrik  f>f  Commbils,  and  whkii 
lAay  bs  made  evidence  in  the  causei  the  Executivitf 
Cbtmdl  repdled  with  irtdtgnation  all  &k€  imptfti^ 
titffts;  which*  to  this  irery  hour  are  hdl^  oat  af  the  vm^ 
*  ^tfeitiora  of  quarrel.  ^'  If  there  be  such  peraons  in 
^f  Bngland,**  says  Monsieur  Chauvdiil-^^*  has  set 
^y  England  laws  to-<  punish  them  ?-^Fance  ^savowi 
^^  then>-f«nch  men  are  hot  Frenchmen  r*-^The  same 

•  .  .  t       ^ 

eorrespoiidehee- convey s  the  most  ^emn  assuraoeel 
of  friendship  down  to  the  very  end  of  the  year  VI ^ 
•^  period  subsequent  to  all  the  correspondenoe  anJ 
•Presses  complained  of^^^^Whether  theae  assurance* 
livere  finthful  or  otherwise,--^wfreft%r  it  would  havb 
iMseti  pnidraV  to  have  depended^on  ttief^  ol*  other^ 
ifme»«^«Hvhcfther  che^  war  ix^as  adi^sable  or  unadvis* 
sMe^>.W  aife  qtitsidoht t)i^er  which  we  have  no  jurisdic* 
tSoh;-i-*I  ooty'^^sire  to  feiirig^^t^  jj^biir  recoUection^ 
itiil  atiilah  may  bea  iVietid  to  ihe  rights  offacimanity 
tntf  io'ttte  ii^pifiesin^ptiUe  Hghts  tif  ^^  mao^  which 
^tiowaternfi^of  dertkibn  ahd  lixmtempt,  that  be  may 
%6A  to  fhe  ve^  soul  for  a  nation  besi&t*  by  the  sword. 
of4esp6ts,  and^t  b^  a  fi^vet^  of  hfs  own  cobntry  and 


its  constitution.       ^'^    ^ 


-Cventlenien,  thcr  saMe'  cel<^bnit«d  person,  of  whom 
I'haveh^  t]tocasi6n  to  speski  so  frequently ^  is  the 
best  andbrightest  illustiatiiki  /tif-  this  truth.  Mr. 
Burke,  indeed,  went  a  gtfpit  deat  further  than  re« 
i^uires  to  be/preseed  mto  tbs  pcessnt  ai*gilment ;  (br 


he  mfatntiined  die  c^tM^r  of  justice  wAd  af  thAHi 
against  ail  the  penrerted  authoritjf  ttd^Fssh  viblenorf 
of  bis  country^  and .  expreraed  the  fedings  of  a 
Christian  'and  a  patriot  snt  :the  veiy  heat  of  the  AmerK^ 
can  war ;  bdldly  holding  forth  our  victories  as  defirati; 
and  out*  successes  as-  calamities* 'and  di8gracei»r'  .  ^*  It 
**  is  0ot  iDStantly,"  saii  Mr.Burlcei  *^; that Icaffbto 
^  broug^ht  to  rejoice,,  when  I  hear  of.  the  duugfitef 
5'  and  ^ptivity  of  long  lists  of  thx)se  liametf  wUch 
^^  l>ave  been  iamiltar  td  my  ears  from  mj^  tnfioiby; 

V  and  to  rejoice  tliat  they  have  fallen  under  the 
^^  aword  of  strangers,  whose  barbarous'  apprilattons  I 
^  scarcely  know  how  to  pronounce.     The  glory  ^se* 

V  quired;  at  the  ffOiite  Plains  by  Colonel  BmUe;.  has 
f'  n6  charms  f3r  o)e ;.  and  (  fairly  acknowledge,  tbot 
'^  I  have  notiyot  learned  to  de%htin  ifiifaiing  JiM 
*'  Knipha'Hsen:  m  the  heart  of  the  Biitt^dohuiiioiia.*? 
If  this  had  been  said  or  written  by  Mn  Hctkp  ik 
Sheffield;  or  by  any  other  member  of  thes»  Sbeietiesj 
heated  v(M\i  wine  at  the  Globe  Tavetn^  it  wotddtbaifcl 
Veen  trptppeted  forth  as  deciiMveevideqceiaflacreMt 
lious  sj^irit;;  rejoioing  tn  the  ddwnfklt  of.hircatmtayni 
yet  the  gjhe^t  author  whose  writings.  I  .havef>hoi«oiMI 
from,  qppi?Qv?d'W«iieltti>.be:  the/Head  of  thiaiiafite 
at  that  calamitous  crisis,  and  had  it  ptaased  God  tli 
9pen  the ,  iuMerf  iftHdNig^  .of  irar  nilersi  )b«s  ym^fyok 
9)fght  l)at^  AY^^  dhej^rms^.thafc  aee  110.1?:  chkkifnl 
Wg'arQu?4;*u*i4-i  ^enrtw*  B«,  thefefofeiv  be  totf 
aeve?e.it|  ^\^t ;  fvCtidMesjiipop ibp  opii!^io0^.4nd  feeli 


ydlgjdPH'  Tjnr  ■n^^r^'^^''  o£at  nation  mayoftep  be 
ft^\^9g^ 'W4^the  i(itere^8  of  its  government 
mylfcirr ;  btt^l^hf  interest  of  those  who  hold  govern* 
9ltS^(9r\h§  1)91^9  is^at all time^  liferent  from  either. 
i^ik^  tin^d.fi^y  x>f  the>,papef s-  before  you  were  cir<« 
(i^kted:on  tl^e  sjils^t  of  the  war  with  Frapce>  soany 
^ike  bfi^  aq4?  wis^t  men  in  this  kingdom  began  to 
be  driven  by-oiir  i^ituatjon  tQ..t|)e§e  melancholy  reflec-^ 
ti^n^^^d;  thoufiandf.o£  persons^  the  most  nrmly 
aU^obfd.  j^  the  principles,  of  oor  constitution,  and 
wh<r  nerer  were  members  of  ^ny  of  these  Societies, 
C9P$i4eri^^  arid  still  consider^  Great  Brilain  as  the 
fggressor  agfi^nst  Fraocej^-^they  considered^  and  still 
^Qiisklprj  i}^\  9be  had  a  right  to  choose  a  govern- 
pnefot  foch^r^f^w^  that  it  was  contrary  to  the  first 
prinffiples  of  ju^iqe,  apd,  if  possible,  still  more  f^« 
pilgpant  ^0  tberg^ius  of  our  own  free  constitqtion^ 
^  coffibioe  with  despots^  for<  her  destruction ;  and 
yffa^  Ji;iy>ws  but;  thfit .  the  extjef nal  pressure  upoi^ 
^fwce  may  >hav«  b^^,  the  cau^  of  that  unheard-of 
Hj^te  ,ff  spoiety  whicKwe  complain  of ?-^who  knows, 
butth^t,.  drivqp.aa'she  has  been  to  exertions  beypnd 
t|)^«pr^TPa;;]f.vi|pur  pf  a  .nation,,  it  haa  not  ^en  the 
pgCiMfiJl;  of  ti^t  jminatjur^l  ^Qcl,  g;ai0.t  strength  .which 
JbreijJfn^.rti^tijfiJ^r^f  with  ^perdition  i  Tbesei 

W^wJ^9bPiyJ»B»»%^^iofl?^b?^  they .Ri^y  renpop, 
^'&>»4  4*Hi^T^?itV,be.Uw^^^^^^ 

f^er:9)}q^e9<)f  i^O.  Gpvernm^t  va^  our  QCiions^.  but 
f.urelyour<{gi»WJ|sarjfrpe-  ;.      ,;  '     . 

Qentlemen,  pursuing  the  order;  of  time,  wearf 
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arrived  at  length  at  the  proportion  to  hoU 
Convention^  tehich,  with  the  mi^puei  mfiport  efk  hf 
Jhrce^  are  the  only  overt  acti  tffhigk  trmnnif  ekargii 
ttpon  this  r^cortf. -«For»  strange  ai  it  mayeppJMri 
there  is  no  charge  whatever  before  you  of  any  one  of 
tliose  acts  or  writings,  the  evidence  of  which  con^ 
snmed  so  matty  days  in  reading,  and  whidi  hat  alneadjf 
nearly  consumed  my  strength  in  only  passing  them 
m  review  before  you.— -If  every  fine  mid  letter  of  dl 
the  writings  I  have  been  commenting^  npoil  were  «d^ 
mitted  to  be  traitorous  machinations,  and  if  the  Cpn^ 
vention  in  Scotland  was  an  open  rebetiton,  it  is  am« 
ceded  to  be  foreign  to  the  present  purpose,  ttntess  ai 
such  criminality  in  them  might  show  the  views  and 
objects  of  the  persons  engaged  in  themi^^m  dial 
prmciple  only  the  Court  has  over  and  over  agiun  de^ 
tided  the  evidence  of  them  to  be  admissible ;  Md  on 
the  same  principle  I  have  illustrated  th^m  in  thei^ 
order  as  they  happened,  that  I  might  lead  the  Pri« 
soner  in  your  view  up  to  the  very  point  and  moment 
when  the  treason  is  supposedto  have  burst  forth  ii^ 
the  overt  act  for  which  he  is  arraigned  before  you.   ^ 
The  transaction  respecting  this  second  Con^ren* 
tion,  which  constitutes  the  prindpd,  ormor^pro^ 
pcriy^he  only  overt  act  in  the  Imlktmenty  liea  in 
the  narrowest  compass,  and  is  clouded  wttih  no  ambi^ 
guity. — I  admit  freely  every  act  which  is  tmpttMl  10 
tliG^  Prisoner,  and  listen  not  so  much  with  foar  as 
with  curiosity  and  wonder,  to  the  treason  sought  ttf 
be  connected  with  it. 
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Too  will  reodleot  tb«t  the  first  amotion  tOwAxH 
th^iiddiiig  of  a  Mcond  Convention,  originated  in  a 
IjKterjbo  thePriaoner  fh>m  a  country  correapondenty 
kt  whkh  tt^i^ality  of  the  foriner  waa  vindicated, 
atid  iW  dispersion. lamented  :-*^this  letter  waa  ansv^er- 
>d  on  t)ie  37th  of  March  1794,  and  was  read  to  you 
stt  ^dM5  Cnmft'a  evidenoe  IB  these  words : 

'  *^  I  am  ditebted  by  the  Loiulon  Correspondii^  Sa^ 
f^  dety  to  tnuisttiil  the  following  Resoh^ons  to  the 
^*  SiM^ftr  Cbliatilittiondl  Information,  and  to  re- 
^^  qoesit  the  ien&Riiehts  of  that  Society  re^Mctin^ 
''  th£  important  measnrea  whieh'tbe  present  juncture 
*^  of  affiiirt  seems  to  require- 

^*  The  London  Correspondibg  Sodety  conceives 
*^  that  th^  moment  is  arrived^  wben^  full  and  ex- 
^  pUdt  dttlanttion  is  neotesiairy  firom  all  the  fricAda  , 
4^  of  ff«(klom<<^whether  &e  hue  Ulegal  and  unheard^  ^ 
^  ^  pro$€aUiim  and  seMeuces  aball  determine  ua  to 
^  abandon-  mir  cause,  or  diall  eadte  ua  to  pursue  i 
f*  mdieal  relbrm,  with  an  ardour  proportioned  to  the 
^' mi^nltiKtooif  the  direct,  and  witha  seal  as  dtsiin^ 
^^^gid^hulm  biP'parta  ms  iim  trmchery  afoihers  in 
^^^4ht44tM'ghHimi^  cimsrii )}o(arwiM!.  The  Socie^  . 
^  for  Gottttku^omd  Informationf  is  therefore  required 
^  -to  idefennioe  whether  or  no  they  will  be  ready,' 
^^''iFbea  dHed  hponf,  to  actin  conjunction  with  Ms 
^  ienMothitf^'Soneimg  to  ohtain  a  fair  repawsematimi 
<^  ^  f^^PB0FIJ£*-''-40iAelier  1%  cmeurwitkm  in 
^fstevatg  Ma  neuuiiy  o/a  tfitedy  Conmntim,  Jor  «Ar 
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ifmhtaming^  in:  a  Iconsiilmtmtdl  i$nd  Jff;at 
^^  .meihod^  aredr^s.of  thuise  gri9Panc09  nndei^^kick 
M  viexta  present  labmar^  sind  which  cdnioniff  Jm  ^0k§^ 
f^  0ulbf  removed  ify  d .fulhaUd fidr  f^mmi^tiati^  ff 
^^  4im^pmpie.0f  Grki^Sriitiin.    The  jjmdim  ttor^ 
ff  f«^dadki9.SocietyMt9iot:but 
'^  that  the  present  crisis  dBraaftcb  ^  Mm^fSMidtMH 
'^  jiUKiaitty^  aod-.vigour^  that  may  or  4M»  Wjet^ 
^^  ^iJ^'bjrldENAndii^zlow)  tiQr.:dir.ftbqr  fit^nbt 
^  baAtinkteaiilyifrimiMsiaiid^doiisi^ 
<'  :ai>d  itbeyteliere^shotily,  tcioiiMlttjQ  lht:iuUria«* 

r  ..         >        :      '"^iiffnendtDlhaJtigfaaQiifnUtatt^ 

..  ^Signed);../  «  T.iLkRDx^  S«crelrty/» 
•  Tb^y :  tlleh  i  resolte  (thai  ihere  i  ia .  mi  [MtuiHy  /<i^ 
the  continmnoe  of  aiiy.^b'ght  bM  iiii,/fi3iis^iqr>  •T 
ktt0s;^nbb  in  equality  ^ of /»TOj(«itfj/^^ 
biiqf^bMr;  by  which  you  arie  W  be  isrighlBiiQdr.teto  in* 
jcetticlb  ;-rM4od  the:  contifany^ .  thtovghcnl  :t<af  fait 
of .  .tike  f  tiooeediogs^  .'and ,  most ,  eaiplo^battir.iai  Mil 
¥^itkrf§*speecb^'  «o  .tniuihr.ielied  oay  tbe  JNii^sfipili 
Mbordlnad4)nsof  .aooiet^^.  Ibe  seosrity  pf  prpp^rt^ 
ted  ttwiproapefity  ofidttiaitdcd  .'and:  co(9m6(!$i«l  jii^* 
terest«^  *ai-ebfldd  fortlicas;the('i^y/Qt)fi^i||rj|9tbe  al* 
teheed  by  rthea«fQrmia!ibej'epresentati0a!  vhifib.daef 
Mughtfor-*    .  v\\  '  «>  ♦."  •  •...-..   . .,    '• 

.In  examining  thi^  iftrst  JHoving  td^drd?  ascend 
GbiiTe%t4mV  4be  fii^t(>bifl)g  ich  be  comidec^fft  ^,  yfh^ 


THE 

mtknf^4kkefis;.Smm  .^mt  .mBtH  tor 

JRlti  IM  fi«MBiii*n|[ilHnf,Jtei  ap()e«»Jko  haveiJM  Ar 
it^  to  suppose  that  a  different  sort  of  ConvtMidit^ 
M«k  ^mtti^  Ma  Ite: >rhid)  Iwliietii:  Jiefoitt^s* 
seMbkdnflrjd9ptosfd.^:^tTlwi^      mkynjmotkmami 

^3rAll»^6ri>i  io«yafr>alt-Afae.yfcpqfa  for  thet^ilHog* 

thM  ^eeiHM»GDMt!;Bti0it«iHtH.idiose'f^^^ 

^t  thq/^  iviklsds^iiili^rtWnreklffSiMobS' aqd  rlttM^ 
imaDter,  firiflingi  qipMifili9l|!^ot^  tbe.imtktton!  pcodiifcadl 
by  th$.wiliQg[i9f5Ji,H»  ,t»liffcnptar:!^itlr  *heif-br^tii«a> 
ci^ei][irie4  in  e^e^rulijf)€9(j(}^f^raJiaytrdktecljd>ec^^ 
(KHKklen^,  jtod  ^i»iat64  9^ '  ^7,  Qoght  tor  be^ :  fund: 

th^iQharge;  ^^^kj.;)  //j  -*.■*)  -^  jr-^.i-J  r  *  •  r 
I  FiU  now.  ligfrbefore  lidu  «U:;  thfe^cdtmining  t)pe«.r 
it^tk^is  0f  this.  fmmMMSL  wbspirafay:up  ib  ttlwtlBrf^ 
s^er*s  jmprisoQliieofe  in.  tHe  Tomir.  Mh  HeLtAf 
haymg  Femv^d  the  lcit«er<>wt:adyirft^  toi^  iii§>uiiiiiy 
a  secood  CooYentiob^  the^rOorxespoodiog':  Sobod^ 
\Srotfe  the  letter  of  feke  finb  n9f-;|^irdi^  bimI  SnUttr 
!}/!»«  Ibund  in  hts  klnd^writii^  .and  is  pdblidM'iril 
4ie  iivst  Report>  page  il  1.  XhviJejUtet/jeDclDsihgftiifa 
l^olutions  tb^by  ited  coii)e(  tor  ypoii:  the  suiqeclp 
was  considered  by  the  CbnstitiitkMial  Society  ooi'tfai? 
oesct  day,  the  asih  of  Mareh^ , the.  ordinary  dttf  fati 
their  meeting,  when,  they  4ent  aa.;answer  fed -iho? 
CorrespoQdipg  Society^  infQrming  .  thcm  that  tlicy^ 
l}lbd  received  their  ciHnmuQicatiQDj.that  theyheaiv. 
t^}y  QQQQttrred  with  them^ta  the.olgepts. th^^iiid 
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»  nMr»  Wd  fttrited  iImi  to  iMd  a  dcfegatiM 
of'  tlKir  uieuAw  to  ttmbt  with  Ihm  Ml  die 

Mbw^  whftt  W6K  tat  olgteti  oicj^  ovnconw  Iftf 
nd  what  was  to  be  the  sobject  of  coofaeaoc  be- 
tweee  the  Societiea  by  their  IMfgntm}    Look  at 
4ie  fetter,  which  disttiicdj  eaprfwei  ifi  ol^ects, 
and  the  mcus  bj  which  they  tdaght  to  ejftctthem  r 
•~*had  these  poor  men  (too  noowjione   to  meet 
ril  together,  and  therefore  leotwiaig  the  cause  of 
fluriiajmentBry  Reform  by  ddegalkm  from  the  So- 
cieties) any  reason  to. suppose,  that  Hiey  were  in* 
iR>Ivtn|^  themselves  in  the  pains  of  treason^    and 
that  they  wece  eooipsssing  the  Kifig's  deaths  when 
they  were  tedeeming  (as  they  thought)  his  sutho- 
nty  from  probable  downfiitl  and  hmi  ?    Had  trea- 
son been  imputed  to  the  Delegrtes  before  ? — ^Ehd 
the  iimagihing  the  death  of  the  King  ever  been 
sospeeted  by  any  body  ?«>*Or  when  they  were  prose* 
cofted  for  misdemeanors,  was  the  profiecution  con* 
aidcfod  as  an  indu^ence  conferred  upon  men  whose 
Iraek  had  been  •forfeited  ^-^And  is  it  to  be  endured, 
AMi  in  this  free  bnd,  made  free  too  by  the  virtue 
of  our  forefathers,  who  pfeced  the  King  upon  hi4( 
throne   to   maintain   this    freedom^    that  forty  or 
fifty  thousand  people,  in  the  different  parts  of  the 
kingdom,    assembling  in  their  little  Societies    to 
spread  useful  knowledge,  and  to  diffuse  the  principks 
of  liberty, ''which  the  more  widely  they  are  spread, 
the  surer  is  the  condition  of  our  free  government. 


*  *  *  «  * 

^4ri»  io^a  mpmeiitic  wiibputw^riitng^  without  any  lave 

^^r  priocij^r^-  to  warraat  it,  abd  without  precedent 
or  example^  to  be  branded  as  traitors,  and  to  b^ 
4edfnate4  as^Icthm  far  punishment  !-^The  Consti*. 
t^uonal -Society*  having  Answered  the  letter  of  thi^ 
^fihQl  Mjte^byi^  the  manner  I  stated  to  you;-r- 
Clomi^ili^ees^  fiom  €ach  of  the  lw6  Societies,  were 
appoiht^^t9  c^nfi^  togofther^-^The  Cdhstitational 

-  Sodety  appointed,  Mri  Joyce,  Mr.  Kicjd,  Mr^ 
Wardle, .  and.  Mr.'  H^lcfoftj  all '  indicted ;  and  Mr. 
Sbarpe,  the  delebrat^' engraver,  not  indicted,  bu^ 
pxamin^d  ae  a  wlfn^dS'by  the  Grown  :-^five  were  ag^ 
pointed  by  the  Corresponding  Society  to  meet  tbe^e 
g^ntfemep,  viz:,  Mr.  Baaftfe^i  Mr.  Moore,  Mr. 
TKelwall,  and  Mr.  flodgsoij, ;  all  ft*iifcted,  and  Mr. 
Tl^vatt^  again^C  whom^'  the  bill  was  thrown  out. 
These  gentlemen  met  ^t  *he  hocifie  of  Mr.  Thel* 
.waJl  on  the  1  ith  of  April,  and  there  published  th^ 
xj^aolutiona  alrea<iy  commented'  qn,  in  confiffrmity 
wi^th  the  general  Qbj»ect&  6i  the  twd  ^Sodeties,  ex* 
presrsed  in  the  letter  of  the  27tb  of  March,  an4 
agreed   to   continue    to' theet  on    Mondays    an^ 

'  ^Thursdays  for  further  C(^nference  on  the  aubjedu 
The  first  Monday  was  the  14tb  of  April,,  of  which 
we  have  heard  so  much,  and  po  meeting  wa&hel^ 

^   on  that  day  ; — the  first  Thursday  was  the  17th  of 

April,   but   there   was  no   meeting; — the   2 1st  of 

.April  was  the  second  Monday,  but  there  was  stiU  np 

meeting ; — the  24^  of  April  waa  tl^e  »ecomi  Thuni* 
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<)ay,  when  the  five  of  the  Corresponding  Society  aC-^ 
tended^  but  nobody  coming  to  meet  them  from  thd^; 
other,  nothing  of  course  was  transacted ; — on  Mod* 
day,  the  38th  of  Aprils  three  weeks  after  their  first 
appointment^  this  bloody  and  impatient  band  of 
oanspirators,  seeing  that  a  Convention  Bill  was  in 
projection,  and  that  Hessians  were  landing  on  our 
coasts,  at  last  assembled  themselves ; — and  now  we 
come  to  the  point  of  action. — Gentlemen^  they 
met ; — they  shook  hands  with  each  other ; — they 
talked  over  the  news  and  the  pleasures  of  the 
day; — they  wished  one  another  a  good  evenings 
and  retired  to  their  homes :— -it  is  in  vain  to  hide  it, 
they  certainly  did  all  these  things* — The  same  alarm^ 
ing  scene  was  repeated  on  the  three  following  days 
of  meeting,  and  on  Monday,  May  the  12tb, 
would,  but  for  the  vigilance  of  Government,  have 
probably  again  taken  place : — but  on  that  day  Mr. 
Hardy  was  arrested,  his  papers  seized,  and  the  con- 
spiracy which  pervaded  this  devoted  country  was 
dragged  into  the  face  of  day.  To  be  serious. 
Gentlemen,  you  have  jliterallt  the  whole  of 
it  before  you  in  tlie  meetings,  I  have  just  stated; 
in  which'  you  find  ten  gentlemen,  appointed 
by  two  peaceable  Societies,  conversing  upon  the 
subject  of  a  constitutional  reform  in  Parlia* 
ment,  publishing  the  .result  of  their  deliberations, 

Without   any  other  arms    than   one   supper-knife ; 

'which,  when  I  come  to  the  subject  of  arms,  I  wiUj 
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ill  fortn,  lay  before  .you.— Yet  for  this,  and  for  this 
olonCj  you  are  asked  to  devote ,  the  Prisoner  before 
.  you,  and  his  unfortunate  associates,  to  the  pains  and 
penalties  of  death,  and  not  to  death  alone,  but  to 
Ae  eterital  sjtigme  dnd  infamy  of  having  conceived 
the  detestable  and  horrible  design  of  dissolving  th« 
government  of  their  country,  and  of  striking  at  the 
life  of  their  Sovereign,  who  had  never  given  ofience 
to  them,  nor  to  any  of  his  subjects. 

Gentlemen^  as  a  conspiracy  of  this  formidable 
extension,  which  had  no  less  for  its  object  than  the 
fiudden  annihilation  of  all  the  existing  authorities  of 
the  country,  and  of  every  thing  that  supported 
tbem>  could  not  be  even  gravely  stated  to  hav» 
en  existence^  without  contemplation  of  force  to 
give  it  efieCts  it  was  absolutely  necessary  to  im<» 
press  upon  the  public  mindj  and  to  establish^  by 
formal  evidence,  upon  the  present  occasron^  that 
enche  force  was  actually  in  preparation. — ^This  most 
important  and  indispensable  part  of  the  cau^e  was 
attended  with  insurmountable  difficulties)  not  only 
from  its  being  unfounded  in  fact,  but  because  it  had 
been  expressly  negatived  by  the  whole  conduct  of 
Government  :—^for  although  the  motions  of  all 
these  Societies  had  been  watched  far  two  years  toge<- 
ther ;  though  their  spies  had  regularly  attended,  and 
collected  regular  journals  of  their  proceedings  ;  yet 
when  the  first  Report  was  finished,  and  the  Habeas 
Corpus  Act  suspended  upon  the  foundation  of  the 
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facts  contaibed  in  it^  there  was  not  to  be  foimtf^ 
from  one  end  of  it  to  the  other^  even  the  itisinuatiOii^ 
of  arms ;  I  believe  that  this  circumstance  mado  H 
great  impression  upon  all  the  thinking  dt^p^s^ibfiatf 
part  of  the  public^  and  that  the  materials  of  the  first 
Report  were  thought  to  furnish  but  a  stender  arfa^ 
tnent  to  support  such  a  total  eclipse  of  liberty.  Nd 
Wondbr^  then/  that  the  disicotery  of  a  pikef  xtitti^ 
interval  between  the  two  Reports,  SboUtd  baVife  be^li 
highly  estimated.— ^I  mean  no  reflections  opoli  60* 
vernment^  and  only  state  the  matter,  Us  H  mail  of 
great  wit  very  puHicIy  reported  it ;— lie  sdid  tliatthft 
discovered-.  When  he  first  beheW  the  long-ldOk^d«4br 
]f)ike,  was  transported  beyond  himself  with  eMhti- 
irikstn  and  delight,  and  that  he  hung  over  the  ruit^ 
instrument  with  all  the  raptures  of  a  fond  niotl)er^ 
who  embraces  her  first-born  ihfant,  •«  linrf  th^ktU  ket 
**  God  for  alt  lur  trdmit  past'.** 

In  consequence  of  this  discovery,  v^fabiever  Mfghl 
have  the  merit  of  it,  and  whatever  the  discovatir 
might  Have  felt  upon  it,  persons  were  sent  by  Gbvfehii' 
in^nt  (arid  properly  sent)  into  all  corners  of  thfe 
Kingdom  to  investigate  the  extent  of  the  mischief; 
the  fi^uil  of  this  inquiry  has  been  laid  before'ybu,  ind 
I  pledge  myself  to  suni  up  the  evidence  which  you 
Have  bad  upon  the  subject,  not  by  parts,  »  by  ge- 
neral observations,  biit  in  the  same  manner  as  the 
Court  itself  must  sum  it  up  to  you,  M^hen  it  lays  the 
whole  body  of  the  proof  Wifeli  fidelity  before  ypu*-- 
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]^twitl>5tanding  all  the  declfmationf  u|K)nrFren9h 
^archy,  I. think  I  may  SfEtfe^  asjsert,  that  it  hjas  been 
distinctly  proved,  by  the  evidence^  that  th^e  Shef* 
field  people  were  for  universal  repte$entation  in  a 
^British  House  of  Commons.    Thia  appears  to  have 
peeu  the  general  isentiment,  with  the  exception  of 
ppe  «[ttness,  whose  testimony  iqajlies  the  truth  Qn4 
bona  Jldes  of  the  sentiments  far  more  striking ;  thq 
jmtness  I  alKide  to  (George  Widdison),  wbo^e  evi- 
dence I  shall  state  in  its  place,  seems  to  be  a  plaiHf 
^lunt,  honest  man,  and  by  the  bye,    which  must 
pever  be  forgotten  of  any  of  them,  the  CJrown*s  wit- 
ffi^s.-^l  ^m  not  interested  in  the  veracity  of  ^ny 
4>f  thefn,  fcMT  (as  I  have  frequently  adverted  to)  the 
Crown  must  take  them  far  better  for  worse ;— ♦it 
jgaust ; support  each  witness,  and  the  whole  body  ^f 
f,ts  evideni^  throughout.-rrIf  you  do  not  believe  the 
jV^rholc  q(  what  is  prqved  b^y  a  witness,  what  conQ- 
jdence  can  you  [have  in  p^rt  of  it^.  or  what  pa^t 
^an  you  select  to  confide  in? — If  you  ^re.  deceived  in 
aWrt^-rryvbo  shall   measure  the  boundaries   of  th^ 
^^ptjqn?— This  Hun   says    he  was   at  first  for 
.jwiy^rsal; suffrage ;  Mu  Yorke  had  persuaded  bixn, 
^frqm  ,^  the  books^  that  it  was  the  best ;, but  th^t 
^  afffrwards  saw  reason  to. think  otherwise,  and  was 
fjqt  ibrjgpii]g4he  l^fjgt^  p(  )the  Duke  pf  Jlichmond : 
Aftt/^lWt  all  the  9ther  .Sheffield  people  were  for  tl;^e 
jPfll^'s.plap  ;ja/aat. confirmed  by  the  cross-exami- 
^^atipp  ,  of  every  one  of  the  witnesses. — You^have, 
;Ahei^i5?^e,  jpositiyely.and  distinctly,  upon  the  univ^- 
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sal  authority  of  the  evidence  of  the  Crown,  the 
people  of  Sheffield,  who  are  charged  as  at  the  head 
of  a  republican  conspiracy,  proved  to  be  associated 
on  the  very  principles  which,  at  diffbrent  times,  have 
distinguished  the  most  eminent  persons  in  this 
kingdom ;  and  the  charge  made  upon  them,  with 
regard  to  arms,  is  cleared  up  by  the  same  universal 
testimony. 

You  recollect  that,  at  a  meeting  held  upon  the 
Castle-hill,  there  were  two  parties  in  the  country, 
and  it  is  material  to  attend  to  what  these  two  parties 
were. — In  consequence  of  the  King'«  proclamation,  a 
great  number  of  honourable,  zealous  persons,  who 
had  been  led  bv  a  thousand  artifices  to  believe,  that 
there  was  a  just  cause  of  alarm  in  the  country,  took 
very  extraordinary  steps  for  support  of  the  magts^ 
tracy. — ^The  publicans  were  directed  not*o  entertain 
persons  who  were  friendly  to  a  reform  of  Farlia-^ 
ment ;  and  alarms  of  change  and  revolution  per- 
vaded the  country,  which  became  greater  and 
greater,  as  our  ears  were  hourly  assailed  with*  the 
successive  calamities  of  France, — Others  saw  things 
in  an  opposite  light,  and  considered  that  these  cab-f 
mities  were  made  the  pretext  for  extinguishing  Bri- 
tish liberty  ; — heart-burnings  arose  between  the  two 
parties ;  and  some,  1  am  afraid  a  great  many, 
wickedly  or  ignorantly  interposed  in  a  quarrel  which 
zeal  had  begun,— 'Rie  Societies  were  disturbed  in' 
their  meetings,  and  even  the  private  dwellings  of 
xnany  of  their  members  were  illegally  violated.*^^ 


tH8   TB;AL  M^  THDMAp'IUatOY.  47  i 

appears  by  the  very  evidence  for  the  Crown,  by 
.which  the  cause  must  stand  or  fall,  that  many  of  the 
friends  of  reform  were  daily  insultedf^-^their  houset. 
threatened  to  be  pulled  down,  and  their  peaceable 
fneetings  beset  by   pretended  magistrates,  without 
4ihe  process  of  thd  law.— These  proceedings  natu- 
j^lly  suggested  the   propriety  of  having  arms  for 
self-defence,,  the  first  and  most  nnquestaonable  pri** 
-vilege  of  man,  in  or  out  of  society,  and  expressly 
provided  for  by  the  very  letter  of  English  law.-^Ic 
was  ingeniously  put  by  the  learned  Counsel,  in  the 
examination  of  a  witness,  that  it  was  complained  df 
amongst  them,  that  very  Iktte  was  sufficient  tt>  ob- 
,taiB  a  warrant   from   some   magistrates,  and.  that 
.  tha^fope  it  was  as  well  to  be  provided  for  those  who 
.  might  .have  warrants  as  for  those  who  had  none* 
'Oentlemen,  I  am  too  much  exhausted  to  pursue  dr 
argue,  such  a  dififerbnee,  even  if.it  existed  upon  the 
evidence,  because  if  the  Societies  in^question  (how« 
lever  nuiatakenly)  consiflerad  their  meetings,  to  be 
.  legal,  apd  the  warrants  to  disturb  them  to  be  be-^* 
.  yond  the  authority  xjf  tb6  ms^strate;  to  grant,  they 
had  a  right,  at  the  peril  of  the  legal  consequences, 
..to  stand ^upon  tlieir  defahoe;  and  it  ia  no  transgres- 
sion of  the  law,  much  less  high  treason  agsanst  tile 
fCldg,  to  resist  his  tidficerswfaen  Ui^  pass«the  bdonds 
df  thei^  auibority.l  So  much  for  the  general  eVi* 
.idenae.bf  arms  rand  the  first  and  last  time  that  even 
the  name  of  the  Prisoner  rs  coUDectefd  with  the  subi* 
ject,  is  by  a  letter  he  received  from  a  persoi)  of  the 
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mmet)f  iDavisdn.  I  am  ^Tnious/that  tbife  ^pert  of 
th*  ibose  shouM  be  ilistindily  ondeirstood,  and  I  will, 
therefore,  bring  bisck  ithis  Setter  to  your  attenttoQy 
7he  'lettenis:te  tfoHows ; 

-  '^^  The  ibaref»ied:rafistoeraa;r  of  ((he  ^present  lAdnnw 
'^^  nistration  hal  tnade  it  irecessfliiy  that  we'should 
-^*  "be  prepared  tto  :act  on  tihe  .defeiisive,  againsit  any 
*^*  'attack  tbey  ,nt^  command  their  newly  armed  mi* 
:^f  ^tiiotk  to  mslkb  upon  us.     A  ^^Inn  has  Ibeen  hit 

^  upon,  and,  if  encouraged  sufficiently,  will^  no 
^  doubtj  have  the  efFeot  .of  furnishing  a. quantity 
-^  of  pikes  tb  the  patriots,  great  enongh'to  maioe 
:^  them  forolidilble.    The  blades  are  made  of  steel, 

^^  ^tempe^ed  and  polished  after  an  approved  form« 
.^*  They  may  berfioied  intb  rany  shafts  {hut  jSt  dms 
:^  are  :rocxun mended)  of  the  girt  of  the  acoompany** 
^^^  ing  hobps  i8t>  the  top  eod^  and  abontanineh  moie 
-^  at  the  bottom^ 

^^  The  blades  and  hoops  !(more  than  which  .cannsit 
-^'  prbperiy  be  sent  to^any  great  distance)  wiU  be 

'^  bharged  GXto^llrng.    Monfi^  «tD  be  tsent  Hith  4be 

^^  ordefs. 

iK  Asitbe  fristittttion  is  in  its  inliincy^  iasmediate 
:^  Mcouragemcnt  is  necessary* 

^*  Orckn  mn^  be  eant  to  itke  Snawiaiy^  tf  (Mr  ^A^ 

^^  JiU  C^mstitUikml  Soektji .    [Struck  j>m.} 


'  CentleiAen,  you  must  reGoUeot  ^for,  if  it  shpuU 
Mcape  you»  ii  might  ihaike  a  .great  diflference)  that 
X^av^isoD  'directa  the  answer,  to  this  letter  to  be  seitf 
lo  Robert  Moody  at  ShefHdd,  to  prevent  post-oft- 
fice  suspiaipn;  ^and  that  he  :alao  encloses  in  it  asit- 
•miar  oce^  whsjsh  Mr.   Hardy  was  to  forward  to 
J^orwich,  in  oslder  that  ih^  Society  at   that  fkOB 
jBight  provide  pikes  for  themselves,  in  the  same  mai^ 
-oerthat  Davison  was  recommending,  through  Hardy^ 
^  Iha: people  of  Ijondon.     Now  what  followed  upoa 
4h$  flrisoner'^  treGetving  this  letter  ?-^It  is  in  ew- 
^Itece^  by  this  :Very  Moody,  to  whom  the  answer 
^^was  to  be  sent,  and  Who  was  examined  as  a  witnesi 
] by  the  Crown,  :thai  he  never  received  any  answer  to 
Me  ieiter\   and,   although  there  was  an  universal 
5Mi«ure  cf  papers,   no  such  letter,  nor  any  other^ 
jappeared  to  have  been  written  ;  and,  what  is  more^ 
.the  letter  to  Norwich,  from  -Davison,  enclosed  in 
ym  letter  to  Hardy,  was  never  forwarded,  but  was 
'IcmtKl  in  rhis  custody  when  be  was  arrested,  three 

treeks  afterwards,  folded  up  in  the  other,  and  un- 
f^<tpeil6d>  as  he  received  it.«^*-<«Good  God!  what  is 
.  Income  off  the^humane  sanctuary  of  English  justice 
iir-Hvhere  is  the  sense  and  meaning  of  the    term 

frweabty  in  the  statute  -of  King  Edward,  if  such, 
'levidenoeician  be.  received  against. an  English  subjects 

on  a  trial  for  his  lifeP^^If  a  man  writes  a  letter  to 
.i8)Babo6t  pilkes,  ror  about  any  thing  else,  can  I  help 

it  ?<-^And:is  it  evidence  (except  to  acquit  me  of  sua* 

jpicion)  when  it  .appears  that  nQtbiog  is  done  upon 


it?     Mr.  Hardy  never  before  corresponded  with 
.Davison — he  nevjer  desired  him  to  write  to  him.— ^ 
How  indeed  could  he  desire  him  when  his  very  ex- 
istence was  unknown  to  him  P-^— He  never  returned 
an  answer; — he  never  forwarded  the  enclosed  tb 
Norwich ; — he  never  even  communicated  the  letter 
itself  to  his  own  Society^  although  be  was  its  Secre^ 
tary,  which  showed  be  considered  it  as  the  upautho* 
.rized^  officious  correspondence  of  a  private  man  ;-**• 
the  never  acted  upon  it  at  all^  nor  appears  to  have 
regarded  it  as  dangerous  or  important,  since  lie  nei- 
ther destroyed  nor  concealed  it.     Gentlemen,  I  de- 
;clare  I  hardly  know  in  what  language  to  expness  my 
astonishment,  that  the  Crown  can  ask  you  to  shed 
i  the  blood  of  the  man  at  the  bar  upon  such  found*- 
,tions.— •Yet  this  is  the  whole  of  the  written  evidence 
concerning  arms:  for  the  remainder  of  the  plot 
.rests,  for  its  foundation,  upon  the  parole  evidence, 
the  whole  of  which  I  shall  pursue  with  precisioii, 
and  not  sufTer  a  link  of  the  chain  to  pass  unex- 
amined, t 
^\          .    William  Carnage  was  the  first  witeiess :  be  swMe 
P  (^        that  the  Sheffield  societies  were  frequently  insulteJ, 
,    :  and  threatened  to  be  dispersed  ;  so  that-  the  people 
'  /  -  .  in  general  thought  it  necessary  to  defend  themselv|s 
' .  against    illegal   attacks  ;-r-nthat  the  justices  haviiig 
officiously  intruded  themselves  into  their  peaceable 
.  and  legal  mee^ngs,  they  thought  they  had  a  right  to 
-  be  armed;  but  they  did  not  claim  this  right  under 
tl^e  law  .'of  nature,  or  by  theories  4^  g^overhqiei^, 
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but  as  English  subiects^  under  the  government 
ef  England  ;  for  they  say  in  their  paper,  \yhich 
haJs  been  read  by  the  Crown  that  would  condenm 
them,  that  ihey  were  entitled  by  the  Bill  of  Rights 
to    be  arriied.     Gentlemen,   they  state  their  title 
truly, — ^The  preamble  of  that  statute  enumerates  the 
bflfences  of  King  James  the  Second ;  amongst  the 
chierof  which  was,  his  causing  his  subjects  to  be 
disarmed,  and  then  our  ancestors  claim  this  violated 
right  as  their  indefeasible  inheritance, — Let  us  there- 
fore be  cautious  how  we  rush  to  the  conclusion,  that 
fnen  -  are  plotting  treason  against  the  King,  because 
they  are  assorting  a  fight,  the  violation  of  which  has 
heen  adjudged  against  a  King  to  be  treason  against 
the  people;  and  let  us  not  suppcfse  that  English 
subjects  are  a  banditti,  for  preparing  to  defend  their 
legal  liberties  with  pikes,  because  pikes  may  have 
been  accidentally  employed  in  another  country  tq 
ifcstroy  both  liberty  and  kiw.-r-Camage  says  he  was 
^spoken   to  by  this  Davison  about  three  dozen  of 

*  pikes — Wlwt  then  ? — He  is  the  Crown^s  witness, 

^VTHOM     THET   QMER    TO    YOU   AS    THE   WITNESS     O? 

» ■ 

TRUTH,  and  he  started  with  horror  at  the  idea  of 

*  violence,  and  spoke  with  visible  reverence  for  the 
'King;   laying,  God  fbrbid   that  he  shouU   touch 

him;  but  he,  lietertheless,  had  a  pike  for  himself^ 

Indeed,  the  manliness  with  which  he  avowed  it,  gave 

^m  additional  strength  tahis  Evidence. — ^'  No  doubt,*^ 

Sftyfehe,  «*  I  had  ^  pike,  bat  I  would  not  have  re- 

bMied  an  hoar  H  SDeijp^ber' of  the  Sqci^ty^  if  I  had 
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'^  heard  a  syllable^  that  it  was  -in  the  WQlbepplatkiQ 
of  any  body  .to  erqploy  |>ikea  or  any  other  anoa 
against  the  King  or  the  GrovernmenJb.rrtW^e^n^aA: 
to  petition  Parliament^  thrpugh  the  ii)e^ns  of  the 
Convention  of  Edinburgh^  tkinkii^  ^hat  tl;^ 
'^  House  of  Commons  wou^l  listen  to  tbis.cxprmf* 
^  $ion  of  the  general  sendinpents  o(  \\tp  people .;  ^ 
'^ '  it  ihad  been  thrown  o^utj,  be  Sjud^  | jn  ,|^r|^n^ent, 
^^  thatrtbe  people  did  not  desir^  )t  tl^ein^ly^/* 

Mr.  Broombead,  whose  evidence  I  ^a»e  z^Iifepj^y 

commented  upon,  ^  ^^Vlte^  plain^  iSeiisible  {t^m, 

apoke  also  of  his  affection  to  the  ^o,«ernfn(^it9  so4 

of  the  insaUs  and  threats  whtc)i  had  b^^^S^redf^i 

ihp  .people  of  ^b^flield  :  ;he^says,  ^'  I  heard  of  ^oy 

^  on  the  Castle-hilL  but  itris  fit  this  should  be  Hm^ 

.^^  tinctly  Q^pl^ined :  a  wicked  hand*bi|I^  tQ^tGvcjf^ 

^^  and  terrify  the  multitude,  ;bad  been^tbr^wn  abo^t 

the  town  in  the  njght^  which  caused  ^it^tioa^^^ 

the  minds  of  the  .people ;  and  it  ^wfis  tbisn  ;SpQke|i 

>^  of^  as  being :the  right. of  iQvery  infiivifliv^l,  ff^is^ 

<^  arms  fpr  defence  ;  but  there  ^wa^  tiio  idea  ^f«^ 

^^  started  ^f  TG/4stingt  much  less  ^pf  qU^^v^^  ^ 

'\  ^'  ^government.    .1  mevr^r,  be^rd  i^f  j  s^fh  )^ithf|^«    J 

. '<  fear  God/'  s^id  the  wit(nj98$^:^^,jain|^;j|;iqQQf)r'4^ 

/«  K;ing;  ^n^  would  not  have  ipog^ntf^d  *)  •sci^^i^ 

/*  delegate  to  Edinbuigl^,  JM*t.f9r;peai5fialj\eian4  ^ 

' "  gal  {wrposes/*; 

•  TMernext  evidence,  -^PPf^ ^^iH^^^^^^WPt  rpf  :?!«¥•  i* 
.^Hfhjit  U  prQVfid, by  Wj^^ispq,  to.  w^jpli  \  beg  ^o^jr 
np»lM*r  .*tt<jpti«i,^  ^bgpjftfiJU;  if  lAbflr^;  iJlP!  .iHft  «•- 
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upon  his  testimony,  it  put^  an  end  to  every 
criminal  imputation  upon  Davison,  through  wh6m> . 
21!^  tiie  strahge'  manner  already  observed  upon,  Hardy 
oould  alone  be  criminated. 

.  This*  man,  Widdison,  whol  was  both  a  turner  pnd 
hair-dfesser,  and  who  dressed  Davisoil*s  hair,  and* 
Vta4  his  most  intimate  acquaintance,  gives  y()u  aa 
0CcouQt  of  th^ir  most  confidential  conversbtibns  uponr 
the  subject  of.  the  pikes,  when  it  is  impossible  that 
they  could  be  imposing  upon  one  ailotber.;  and  he 
declares,  upon  his  solemn  oath,  that  Davison,  witji-i 
out  even  the  knowledge  or  authority  of  the  She^eld 
Society,  thinking  that  the  same  insuHa  might  bs 
offered  to  the  London  Societies,  wroto  the  letter  to 
Hardy,  of  his  owiv  head,  as  the  withess  expressed  iij 
and  that  he,  Widdisoh,  made  the  pik^shafts,  to  the 
number  of  a  dozen  and  a  half.-^Davison,  he  satd^ 
was  his  custpmel- ;.  he  told  him  that  people  be^n  ta 
think  theti^sehes  in  danger,  and  he  tltereforfe  made 
i  th^  handles  of  the  pikes  for  sale,  to  the  nunfber  of 
a  dozen  and  a  half,  and  one  likewise  for  himself^ 
«rilhbot  coh<^eivmg  thiat  he  offended  against  any  taw. 
*^  I  love  the  Kirig,"  said  Widdisofi,  '^  aS  much  a# 
f^  Bxxymski,  and  all  the  people  I  associated  with  did 
-*^  the  s^me ;  I  would  not  have  stayed  with  tbfeftl  if 
^*  thtey  had  not  z-^Mr.  Torke  often  toW  ine  pri- 
**  v&fcly,  that  he  was  for  universi!  rdpreseotatloit, 
:'^^  and.  so  were  we  all — ^thb  Dukb  of  ^ckMoifD^d 
-^^  HiAW  WAS  OUR  ONLY  oBJECx/'    This  waft.thie 
vvittieto  ivbo  was  showo  the  Ddke*s  fetter^  and  spofce 
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to  it  as  being  circulated,  and  as  the  very  creed  of  ttid 
Societies.'*— This  evidence  shows^  beyond  all  doubt^ 
the  genuine  sentiments  of  these  people,  because  it 
consists  of  their  most  confidential  communications 
"with  one  another ;  and  the  only  afhswer^  thereforCj 
that  can  possibly  be  given  to  it  is^  that  the  witnesses^ 
who  deliver  it^  are  imposing  upon  the  Court,*— But 
this  (as  I  have  wearied  you  with  reiterating)  the 
Crown  cannot  say;  for,  in  that  case^  their  whole 
proof  falls  to  the  ground  together*,  since  it  is  only 
from  the  same  witnesses  that  the  very  existence  of 
these  pikes  and  their  handles  comes  before  us ;  and^ 
if  you  suspect  their  evidence  in  part,  for  the  reasons 
already  given^  it  must  be  in  iota  rgected.<-^My 
friend  is  so  good  as  to  furnish  me  with  this  further 
observation  ;  that  Widdison  said  he  had  often  heard 
those  who  called  themselves  Aristocrats  say,  that  if 
an  invasion  of  the  country  should  take  place,  they 
would  begin  with  destroying  their  enemies  at  home, 
that  they  might  be  upanixpousin  the  defence  of  their 
country. 

John  Hiil  was  next  called :  he  is  a  cutler,  and  was 
employed  by  Davison  to. make  the  blades  for  the 
pikes ;  he  saw  the  letter  which  was  sent  to  Hardy^ 
and  knew  that  it  was  sent,  lest  there  should  be  the 
^mecall  for  defence  in  Loudon  against  illegal  at*** 
tacks  upon  the  Societies ;  for  that  at  Sheffield  they 
were  daily  insulted,  and  that  the  apposite  party  came 
to  his  own  house,  fired  muskets  under  the  door,  and 
threatened  to  pull  it  down;  he  swears  that  th«gr 
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were,  to  a  man^  faithful,  to  the  King,  and  that  the 
reform  proposed  was  in  the  Commons  House  of  Par- 
liament. 

John  Edwards  was  called,  further  to  connect  the 
Prisoner  with  this  combination  of  force ;  but  so  far 
from  establishing  it,  he  swore,  upon  his  cross^ex* 
amination,  that  his  only  reason  for  going  to  Hardy's 
was,  that  he  wanted  a  pike  for  his  own  defence, 
without  connexion  with  Davison,  or  with  Sheffield, 
and  without  concert  or  correspondence  with  any 
body.     He  had  heard,  he  said,  of  the  violences  at 
Sheffield,  and  of  the  pikes  that  had  been   made 
there  for  defence  i  that  Hardy,  on  his  application, 
showed  him  the  letter  which,  as  has  appeared,  he 
never  showed  to  any  other  person. — ^This  is  the 
whole  sum  and  substance  of  the  evidence  which 
apfrfies  to  the  charge  of  pikes,  after  the  closest  invest 
ligation,   under  the  sanction,   and  by  the  aid  of 
Parliament  itself ;  evidence  which,  so  far  from  esta« 
blishing  the  fact^  would  have  been  a  satisfactory 
answer  to  almost  any  testimony  by  which  such  a  fact 
could  have  been  supported :  for  in  this  unparalleled 
proceeding,  the  Prisoner's  Counsel  is  driven  by  his' 
duty  to  dwell  upon  the  detail  of  the  Crown's  proofs  ; 
because  the  whole  body  of  it  is   the   completest 
answer  to  the  Indictment  which  even  a  free  choice 
itself  could  have  selected. — It  is  further  worthy  of 
your  attention,  that,  as  far  as  the  evidence  proceeds 
from  these  plain,  natural  sources,  which  the  Crovyn 
was  driven  to,  for  the  necessary  foundation  of  the 
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proceedings  before  you,  it  hasbeen  simple,-^ailifdmi^ 
•^natural,,  and  consistent;^  aiid  that  whenever  a  dt£^ 
ferent  complexion  was  to  be  given  to  it,  it  was  ooly 
through  the  medium  of  spies  and  informers,  and  of 
fndn^  independently  of  their  infamous  trade^  of  the 
most  abandoned  and  profligate  characters. 

Before  I  advert  to  what  has  been  sworn  by  this 
description  of  persons,  I  will  give  yoa  a  wholesome 
caution  concerning  them,  and,  having  no  eloquence 
of  my  own  to  enforce  it,  I  will  give  it  to  you  m  the 
language  of  the  same  gentleman  whosie  workd  anft 
always  seasonable,  when  moral  or  politicai  lessons  ard 
to  be  rendered  delightful.  Look  then  at  the  pietur^ 
of  society,  as  Mr.  Burke  has  drawn  it,  under  tha 
dominion  of  spies  and  informers :  i  say  under  their 
dominion^  for  a  resort  to  spies  may,  on  occasions,  be 
justifiable,  and  their  evidence,  when  confirmed,  may 
deserve  implicit  credit:  but  I  say  umdey  the  <A>mr« 
nion  of  spies  and  informers,  because  the  ease  cf  the 
Crown  must  stand  alone  upon  their  evidence,  and 
upon  tTieir  evidence,  not  only  anconfirmed,  but  in 
direct  contradiction  to  every  witness,  not  an  informer 
4)r  a  spy,  and  in  a  case  too  where  the  truth,  whatever 
it  is,  lies  within  the  knowledge  of  forty  or  fifty  thou- 
sand people.  Mr.  Burke  says — I  beKeve  I  can  «• 
member  it  without  reference  to  the  book, 

*•  A  mercenary  informer  knows  no  distiinction. 
"  Under  such  a  system,  the  obnoxious  people  are 
*^  slaves,  not  only  to  the  gorernmeot,  but  they  liw 
*^  at  the  merc^  of  every  individual }  they  are  at  once 
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'VtSie  dates  of  the  whole   community^   and  of 
^f  every  part  of  it ;  and  the  worst  and  most  untner- 
^^  eiful  men  at^  those  on  whose  goodness  they  most 
*^  depend. 

^  '^  In  this  situation  men  not  only  shrink  from  the 
^^  frowns  of  a  stem  magistrate,  but  are  obliged  to^ 
^^  fly  from  their  very  species.  The  seeds  of  d^truc« 
^^  tion  are  sown  in  civil  intercourse  and  in  social 
'^  habitudes. — The  blood  of  wholesome  kindred  is 
*^  infected. — The  tables  and  beds  are  surrounded 
^  with  snares.  All  the  means  given  by  Providence 
*^  to  make  life  safe  and  comfortable,  are  perverted^ 
*f  into  instruments  of  terror  and  torment. — ^This 
^'  species  of  universal  subserviency  that  makes  the 
**  very  servant  who  waits  behind  your  cbair^  thearv 
^'  biter  of  your  life  and  fortune,  has  such  a  ten^ 

dency  to  degrade    and  abase  mankind,  and  t9 

deprive  them  of  that  assured  and  liberal  state  of 
'^  mind  which  alone  can  make  us  what  we  ought  t^ 
^^  be,  that  I  vow  to  God,  I  would  sooner  bring  my<r 
'^  self  to  put  a  man  to  immediate  death  for  opinions 
'^  I  disliked,  and  so  to  get  rid  of  the  man  and  hig 
^'  opinions  at  once,  than  to  fret  him  with  a  feverish 
^^  being,  tainted  with  the  jail  distemper  of  a  con- 
^^  tagious  servitude,  to  keep  him  above  ground,  an 
**  animated  mass  of  putrefaction,  corrupted  himtelf^ 
*'  and  corrupting  all  about  him.*' 

Gentlemen,  let  me  bring  to  your  recollection  the 
deportment  of  the  first  of  this  tribe,  Mr,  Alexandei*; 
"^whp  could  not  in  half  an  hour  even  tell  where  ht 
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had  Kvfid,  or  why -iicihad  left  hb  »iartcr,~IJp€».liiy 
roai)  believe  Ihat  be  bad  fqrgotten  tbe»e  iiu^  r^osnt 
tjanfgctiQDs  of  bis  Hfe^   Gertainly  notrrrbut   bis 

history  would  have    undone  his  credit,  »ud  VMst 

therefore  he.CQOcealed.^-fle  badiived  teitb  n  finca- 
draper,  i^o^  address  we  could  acaccely  gel;  trgm 
him,  md  they  b^d  parted  because  .tb^'b^d  words : 
—What  were  the  words  ?  We  wene  wt  i,Q  \»  Hold 
that.*— He  tb^  went  to  a  Mr.  Killerby'*,  who  agreed 
with  him  at  twenJy-five  gutni^a  a  yi3ar.-rrWby  did 
he  not  stay  there?— He  was  obKged, -it  afteroa,  to 
give  up  tbia  lucrative  agreemeot,  because  he  was 
obliged  to  attend  here  as  a  witnefia.-T-fiimt]eiMn, 
Mr.  ^jUerby  Uvea  only  in  Hcdbotn,  and  was  he 
• ;.  obliged  Jo  give  up  a  permaoent  engagemmt  witb  a 
"^^'■l'  '  tj'4desin^in  Hplborn,  because  fee  waa  obliged  to  be 
1»l^®p]t,  at  w^ld  Bailey  for  five  9)inutes  in  one 
§ipgle  d^* "masked  bi?p  if  he  had  tcid  Mr.  White, 
the  Solicitor  for  the  Trjea?pry,  who  would  not  have 
been  fp  cruel  as  to  depiiye  a  man  of  his  bread,  by 
b:epin;  him  upoji  attendance  which  isaight  have 
been  avoided  by  a  particylac  notice.— The  thing 
apoke  for  itielf— he  bad  never  told  Mr.  White  r  but 
had  he  ever  told  Mr.  ^illerby  l  for  bow  elj^  cmxld 
be  l(now  that  bia  ptoee  v^as  inconsistent  with  bis  en- 
gageoiePt  upon  thi^  Trial  ?  No,  be  had  never  told 
him !— How  then  did  he  collect  that  bia  pfaoe  was 
ioQpnsiatent  with  bis  duity  hered  This  question 
^lever  received  s^ny  answer . — ^Yon  saw  how  he  dealt 
Kitb  it>  and  bow  he  atood  stammering,  not  daring 
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feBft  lif)  hU  Coutitetiariijfe .  in  ariy  airection,-Mx)ri- 
fd^ed;^dii56cfric6rt6d,--and  confounded. 

i)riteh  fr«m  th6  accusation  upon  the  subject  of 
fUtei,  and  tVfefi  froift  the  very  colouf  of  accusalibn, 
jbld  knowihg  that  ndthittg  tvas  to  be  done  wlthbui' 
the  pf Oof  of  af  Ws,  W6  have  got  this  miserable,  soli- 
iarjf  knife,  heM  bp  to  uS  as  the  eftginfe  which  was 
lb  destroy  thd  corislitutiott  of  this  country;  and 
Mr.  Gk)VeS,  ah  did  Bailey  Soliciidr,  employed  as  a 
<py  upon  the  btfcasidn,  has  been  selected  to  give 
Jil-dbability  to  this  itidnstrou§  absurdity,  by  his  re- 
Itpedmbl^  ftvidettci. — I  understand  that  this  sannfe 
gtfntieman[  hdS  cafrfed  his  system  of  spying  to  sucH 
a  pitch  2A  to  practise  it  since  thii  'unfortunate  man 
ha$  been  standing  i  Prisoner  before  you,  proffering 
faimsdf,  as  a  friend,  ^o  the  committee  preparing  ilafjif'' 
d'eftnce,  that  he  might  discovcTr  to  the  CrfjWit  the 
ttlaterials  by  \^hich  he  meant  to.  defend  his  life. — I 
rtdttf  fhiB  only  fronl  report,  iirid  I  hope  in'  God  I  ani 
Ifttstaken;  fof  hliman  nature  start's  bacK.  appalled 
iVoni  such  atrocity,  and  shrinK.s  and  treriibles  at  th^ 
Veiy  statement  of  it. — But  as  to  the  perjury  of  thi^,^ 
Mistsfeatlt,  it  will  appear  palpable  beyond  ail  ques- 
iSofft,  fiildhSstiatt  aflswer  for  it  in  due  season,  ftfe 
tfefl*  pM  he  atfeiidetf  at  Chalk  j^arm  ;  and  tliat  there, 
fcrsOMft,  arAdtig^  ^ut  seven  or  eight  thousand 
people;  he  sav^  two'  or  three  persons  with  knives  :— • 
Iftte  might,  I  sfcdliftl  think,  have  seen  many*  more, 
te  hscrdify  ariy  rAatt  gfbesS Without*  a  knife  of  sOrhe  sor^ 
iirHi^^et«^H^  aded;  however,  H  seems;  where 
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Aey  got  these  knives,  and  was  directed  to  Green^  a 
hair-dresser,  who  deals  besides  in  cutlery;  andac^ 
cordingly  this  notable  Mr.  Groves  went  (as  he  told 
us)  to  Green's,  and  asked  to  purchase  a  knife;  when 
Green  in  answer  to  him  said,  **  Speak  low,  for  my 
**  wife  is  a  damn*d  Aristocrat/*— This  answer  was 
sworn  to  by  the  wretch,  to  give  you  the  idea  that 
Green,  who  had  the  knives  to  sell,  was  consciou$ 
that  he  kept  them  for  an  illegal  and  wicked  purpose^ 
and  that  they  were  not  to  be  sold  in  public. — The 
door,  he  says^  being  a-jar,  the  man  desired  him  to 
speak  low,  from  whence  he  would  have  you  under- 
stand that  it  was  because  this  aristocratic  wife  was 
within  hearing. — ^Tbis,  Gentlemen,  is  the  testimony 
of  Groves,  and  Green  himself  is  called  as  the  next 
witness ;  and  called  by  whom  ?  Not  by  me — I 
know  nothing  of  him,  he  is  the  Crown's  own  wit- 
ness.— ^He  is  called  to  con6rm  Groves*s  evidence;  but 
not  being  a  spy^  he  declared  solemnly  upon  his  oath^ 
and  1  can  confirm  his  evidence  by  several  respectable 
people,  that  the  knives  in  question  lie  constantly^ 
and  lay  then,  in-  his  open  shop-window,  in  what  is 
called  the  show-glass,  where  cutlers,  like  other 
tradesmen,  expose  their  ware  to  public  view;  and 
that  the  knives  difi^  in  nothing  from  others  pub- 
licly sold  in  the  Strand,  and  every  other  street  ia 
London  ;-*-that  he  bespoke  them  from  a  ridet,  who 
came  round  for  orders  in  the  usual  way ;  that  he 
•old  only  fourteen  in  alt,  and  that  they  were  made 
up  in  little  packets,^one  of  which  Mr.  Hardy  bad. 
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4rhb  was  to  choose  one  for  himself^  but  four  more 
were  found  in  his  possession 3  because  he  was  arrested 
before  Green  had  an  opportunity  of  sending  for  them. 
Gentlemen,  I  think  the  pikes  and  knives  are  now 
completely  disposed  of;  but  something  was  said  also 
about  guns ;  let  us,  therefore,  see  what  that  amounts 
to.— It  appears  that  Mr.  Hardy  was  applied  to  by 
Samuel  Williams,   a  gun-engraver,    who  was  not 
even  a  member  of  any  Society,  and  who  asked  him 
if  he  knew  any  body  who  wanted  a  gun — ^Hardy  said 
he  did  not ;  and  undoubtedly  upon  the  Crown*s  own 
^showing,  it  must  be  taken  for  granted  that  if  at  that 
time  he  had  been  acquainted  with  any  plan  of  arm« 
ing,  he  would  have  given  a  different  answer,  and 
would  have  jumped  at  the  offer ; — about  a  fortnight 
afterwards,  however  (Hardy  in  the  interval  having 
become  licquainted  with  Franklow),  Williains^called 
to  buy  a  pair  of  shoes,  and  then  Hardy^^  recollecting 
Tiis  former  application,  deferred  him  to  Franklow, 
who  had  in  the  most  public  manner  raised  the  forty 
men,  who  were  called  (he  Loyal  Lambeth  Associa- 
tion : — so  that,  in  order  to  give  this  transaction  any 
t)earing  upon  the  charge,   it  became  necessary  to 
qonsider  Franklow*s  Association  as  an  armed  con- 
spiracy against  the  Government ; — though  the  forty 
people  who  composed  it  were  collected  by  public  ad- 
vertisement ; — ^though    they   were    enrolled    under 
public  articles  ;-^and  though  Franklow  himself,  as 
appears  from  the  evidence,  attended  publicly  at  the 
Qlobe  Tavern  i(i  his  uniform^  whilst  the  cartouch-* 
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bp)f)^  ao^  tb(B  -other  flccQulteoimMi  of  tb9!A«^QQi!^ 
wn^pjr^tors,  %  puWi?ly  upon  bis  ^opibo^p^^  ^ 

j^js^  tQ  the  Qp^n  vievi(  of  9)|  bifi  qi]\»J;oo^r&  ^ 
ijejghbpurs.  This,  story,  thprefou^,  is .  mjil;  lo^  wn- 
temptiWe  th^o  that  lybirfi  you,  lou^  hftvei  all  hfw^ 
gooccfrning  ]ytr.  Walker,  whonitl  ^xenl  to.d^fecwiajt 
I^ncast^r^  w;here  that  res{r^tabl^  gj^tlem^l^  M^gf 
brought  to  trial  upon  3>w:ti  a,  truwp^-^p  c^^M^ 
supported  by  tb^  solitary,  e^de^ca  of  Qjfe;Ptmai  9 
most  infempus  witness:  but  what  >va3.  tbt?  mx4  ^f 
th?^t  pro^eoution  ? — I  r^eoUect.  it  to  the  hoponr  qf 
xpy.  friends  Mr.  Law  *,  who  oojiducted  it  for  the. 
QrowQ,  M^hp,  knowing  that ,  therei  wcre«  persoDfi 
iKhpse  passions  were  agitated  upon  tIiiQrc«P^Qm1;9^ta.ai^ 
tbat  mopijent*  and  that  many  persQiw;  h«^  ^iwolted 
theinsiel>'es.in  soqifties.  to  resist  con^pirpciisyi.  agaimt 
the  government,  be^h^ved  in  amott  manly  at^ho 
nourable  rpanaer,  in  a  i»ann«*  indeedji  whicfe  t\^ 
public  ought  to  know,,  a^d  which  I  hope  it  qeyer 
Mfill  forget :  he  would  not  eyen  put.  roe.  upon  WJ 
challenges  to  snch  persqp^,  but  withdrew  tbecn  irojcQ 
the  pannel ;  apd  wh^n  he  sw  the  QoropJJewn_oC  tjie 
affair,  frg^Wj  the  contradlcition  of  the  infemous  wit* 
oes$  wtttfsetestiniQny.  supported  it>  he boQouraJi^y 
gaye  up  the  cause. 

Gejntleniftn.,  the  evidence  of  Lynam  does  not  rer 
quire;  the  same  contradiction  whic^  fell  upOn  Mr« 
Qroves^  because  it  destroys  itself  by  its  own  intrinsic 
ificoi^ialienqy  ;— I  could  not,  indeed^  if  it.  w(?re  to 

^  »Now  Lord  Elknbomi^. 
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mn  tny  Iifcff  fkidatAS  to  stdte  it  td  fovtl^h,  h$Mi,\ 
tthitik.  cfoovttBixor.ismeti  hoars^but  I'havef  mdrisAd: 
and€rr  diflfeverit  parts  of  it»  paseages  sor  grdasty  co»<^: 
tradictpry,  tmitter' so:  loipossiUey  fiainconsist^cftwitbr 
slny  cotirie  of  cbnddety  thatit  will  be  auffici^nt  to* 
bring  these  parts  to  ydur  view;  to  desire^  AH  Jkhtf 
r^st.  Bai  let  us  fhfst  iexanrine  in*  what  manfaer  thm 
mktt^r,  sifch  as  it  is^  was  recbf deU-.^'-^iir  pibfosaecir 
Hi  &^k.fr6it\  rkites^^  ystf  i  oBserved  him'  ffeqtieiitlj^ 
Ibbking  u^  to  the  Gerling- whvbt  he  was  spbakmg-;:*-*^ 
whenL^k!  to  h\mi  Arryou.  ndhnr  speaking^frbih  ar 
note?  Viate  y6a  gl^  any  nbte'  of  what  you  are  now 
sayiojif^he  answ^radr  Oh' no^  thisia  fr6fH  recbHec^' 
tlom-<^G<>ttd  God  Almighty!  recdUection^Ttiixinj^  it<» 
self  with  notes  in  a  case  of  high  treason  :^-^He  did 
ti6t  eVen<  ^ke  down  the  words^— ^nay,  to  do  the  man 
jtistic^^  he'  did  ttot  evext  afiect  to*  have  taken  tho. 
words^  bbt  only  the  suhtailce,  as'  he  bmi^elf;^^ 
presd^d  it^ — O  EXCmtBKT  EviDiaMCB'l— Tuft   sub-* 

ST All<$k    OP    words:  TAICEN   BOWW   HY   a  •  SPY,     AK» 
StPPPtlSfD,     WUBy     DBFECTIXk^V^BT    HIS    MBMORtI 

Idiit  Tmost  not  call  him^f)^;'  for  it:si&mis^  h^  tttol(^ 
thent  bond  jSde^ns  a  Ddl%ate,  and  yf^  bvni  Jide  al 
an'  infbrmer ;;— whata  haj^py  combination  of  fidelity^ 
faith<\si  to  serve,  and  faithful  to  hetray !-— correct 
to  record  for  the  ki^Ae^  of  the  Scsciety,  and 
correct  tor  dissolve  and  to  punish  it  I— What  after 
all  do  the  notes  atnount  to?  I  will  advert  to  the 
parts  I  alluded  to~they  were,  it  seems,  to  go  to 
V'rith    Street,    to    sign    the    Declaration    of   thcj 

X  i4  . 
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Friends  of  the  Liberty  of  the  Press^  whidi  lay  there 
already  signed  by  between  twenty  and  thirty  Mem« 
bers  of  the  House  of  CooAmons,  and  many  other 
respectable  and  opulent  men^  and  then  they  were 
to  begin  civil  confusion,  and  the  King's  head'atjid 
Mr.  Pitt'S  were  to  be  placed  on  Temple  Bar. — ^Im* 
mediately  after  which  we  find  them  resohring  una- 
nimottriy  to  thank  Mr.  Wharton  for  his  speedi  to 
support  the  glorious  Revolution  x^  l686,  which 
supports  the  very  throne  that  was  to  be  destroyed  I 
which  same  speech  they  were  to  circulate  in  thoo* 
sands  for  the  use  of  the  Societies  throughout  the 
kingdom.-*— Such  incoherent,  impossible  matter^  pro* 
ceeding  from  such  a  source,  is  unworthy  of  all 
further  concern. 

Thus  driven  out  of  every  thing  which  relates  to 
arms,  and  from  every  other  matter,  which  can  pos- 
sibly attach  upon  life,  they  have  recourse  to  an  ex- 
pedient, which,  I  declare,  fills  my  mind  with  horror 
and  terror:. it  is  this — ^The  Correspondirig  Society 
had  (you  recollect),  two  years  before,  spnt  Dele- 
gates to  Scotland,  with  speoifie  instructions,  peaceably 
to  pursue  a  ^liamentary  Reform  ;-— when  the  Con- 
vention which  t^ey  were  sent  to  was  dispersed,  they 
sent  no  others-*— for  they  were  arrested  when  only 
considering  of  the  propriety  of  another  Convention. 
It.  happened .  that  Mr.  Hardy  was  the  Secretaiy 
during  the  period  of  these  Scotch  proceedings,  and 
the  letters  consequently  written  by  him,  during  that 
p&iod,  were  all  official  letters  from  a  large  body^ 


eireu fated  by  hioi  in  point  of  form.    When   the   , 
proposition  took  pfooe  for  calling  a  second  Conven-^ 
tion,  Mr.  Hardy  continued  to  be  Secretary,  and,  ia 
that  character,  signed  the  drcnlar  letter  read  in  the 
evidence  for  the  Crown,  which  sqipears  to  hav^  found 
its  way,  in  the  coorse  of  circulation,    into  Scot^ 
ZiA^D.    This  single  ctrcumatanoe .  has  been  admitted 
as  the  foundation  of  receiving  in  evidence  against  the 
Priscmer,  a  long  tiansaction  imputed  to  one  Watt, 
at  Edinburgh,  whose  very  existence  was  unknown 
to  Hardy. — ^This  Watt  had  been  employed  by  Go- 
vernment as  a  spy,  but  at  last  caught  a  Tartar 
in    his  spyship ;  for,  in  endeavouring  to  urge    in-* 
nooent  men  to  a  project^  which  never  entered  into 
their  imaginations,  he  was  obliged  to  show  himself 
ready  to  do  what  he  recommended  to  others ;  and 
the  tables  being  turned  uptm  him,  he, was  hanged 
by  his  employers. — This  man  Watt  read  from  a  paper 
.designs  to  be  accomplished,  but   which   he    never 
intended  to  attempt,  and  the  success  of  whic^  lie 
knew  to  be  visionary. — ^To  suppose  that  Gi?aat' Bri:^* 
tain  could  have  been  destroyed  by  ^uch^^aL- rebel  as 
Watt,  would  be,  as  Dr.  Johnson  sam  tc^xpectthat 
a  great  city  might  be  drowned  b)^yH^<>verflowing  of 
its  kennels. — But  whatever  migh^be^the  peril  of 
Watt's  conspiracy,  what  had  Hardy  to  do  with  it? 
The  people  with  W^  were  five   or  six  persons, 
wholly  unknown  to  Hardy>  and  not  members  o^  any 
Society  of  which  Mr.  Hardy  was  a  member ;  I  vow 
tO'Qodj^  therefoi'e^  that  I  cannot  express  what  I  feel^ 
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iritenri  dfiv  obliffBrf  tb  sttte  the  efKhinee  by  wfaieb 
}m  19  Mught  to  be  afiected.-MA  tectet-,  vi2.   the 
circbfanr  ktt^r  signed  by  Hardy  for  oalfing-  another 
GcnveiAion^  is  shown  to  Oedrge  Bos&,  who  layd 
be  rtecired  it  fronr  dne  Stocky  who  belonged  to  a 
Sooiety  winch  met  in  Nichiriion  Street ^  in  £din« 
bui^h^  and  that  he  a^t  it  to  Ferth/  Stratbaven, 
ilaisley^  and  other  places  in  Seotlaiid;    and  the 
fitigU  imocmnected  evidertoe  of  this  pi^Ui^  hettef^ 
findmj^  ha  way  intor  Seottand^  is*  made^  the  IbundA^ 
tioxl  of'  letting  in  the  wKo)e  civtdence,  ^hieh  hanged 
Watt^  agsiinst  Hafdy,  who  never  kif^w  him. — Go^ 
untiment  hanged  its  own  spy  \n  Scotland  upon  that 
MfMeMev  and  it  may  be  sufficient  evidenee  for  that 
purpose :  I  will  not  argue  the  case  of  a  dead  man» 
jind^  .above  all,  of  such  a  man ;  but  I  will  say,  that 
too  nouci)  money  w&s<  spent  upon'  this  performance^ 
w  i  tlviiYk  \t  cost  Government  about  fifty  thou^nd 
pornnds. — M'Ewen   says,   that  Watt   read  from  a 
paper  to  a  committee  o(  six  or  seven  people,  of 
•winch  be,  the  witness,  was  9   member,'  that  gen^ 
llemen^  residing  in  the  country,  were  not  to  leave 
tiieir  habitatbns,  under  pain  of  death;  that  an  at* 
taefc  was  to  be  made  vin  the  manner  you  remember, 
.and  that  the  Lord  Ju&tice  Clerk,  and  the  Judges, 
were  to  be  cut  off  by  these  men  in  buckram  i  and 
then  an  Address  was  to  be  sent  to  the  King,  de- 
firing  him  to  dismiss  hrs  Ministers  and  to  put  an 
end  t^the  war,  or  that  he  might  expect  bad  conse* 
(|ueuce8*    What  is  all  tuxs  to  Mb.  HAabv^? 


llpw  k.  it> possible,  to  «^t, ^x-- witii  apy  f^f^M 
thisr?    H^^r  the.  aeque),  ,ftnd  tj^xen;  ^dge  fonr  ^Qmn 
selves. — Mr,   Watt  said  (i-  «;    the   ima   wH»    if 
bajn^ed^  said),  after  readiQg  ,iW  pa«»r^   tl»ai  b(^ 
Watt,  wishfjd  tp  correspond  with  Mr,  H»r4y, ii}.« 
safe  maqqe*r;— so  tbatbecau^  a  rufSaa  asid.a^SCQiHW 
drel,  wlKtrn  I  aeyer  sa^Mor  bisardof,  ckooses^  sit  thi 
distappd  of  fi3^r'  hundred   mile^^   to   say^    tifa^  h# 
t^/>^  ^o  correspm^t^ifhinfiy  I  a^ao  toibet  towlAred  ill 
the  guilt  oX  hia  actionr !    It  ist  not,  pvovcvdj  M  iib 
8)nuated,  that  Mr*  Hardy  ever  saw^r  or  heai^'  &^  or 
kneiiv,  that  such  mea  were  ia  bieing  u^ yf^^  0r 
Downie: — nor  is.  it,  pr^ved^.or  asserted^ that  any 
latter  was»  it)  fact,  written,  by  either;  of  th«mf  t^ 
jE^ardy^  or  to  any  other  persoai.— ^o  sui^h  letteir  lf»a 
been  found  in  his  possession,  nor  a  trace  of  anjfeoiiy 
nexion  between  them  and  any  member  of  any  6o^ 
lish  Society: — the  truth  L  believe  is^.  that.  nolhiiiV 
was  intended  by  Watt  but  ta^iotrap  others  to.dli^ 
tain,  a  reward,  for  himself,  anfi  h^^ka^^  bem  cmpljf  md 
justly  revmrd^d..    Gentlemen,  I  desire  to  be  uniii^ 
s^aod  tq  be  making  no  attacks,  upoa  Gsoveramttii; 
— I  have   wished,   througjiput   th^  whiiile  cauM% 
that  good  intentions  may  b&  imputed  to*it,  but  I.  really 
confess,  that  it  requires  some  ipgemity  i^r  Govam* 
men t  to  account,  for  the  original  wi^teaoe  of  all  thia 
history,,  andit» subsequent appIioatioiDt^rthetMrofeot 
trial.   They  wept  down  to  Scotland,  aAerr  the  arrest  of 
the  Prisoners^  in  ^onder^  I  suppose,  that  we  migiA  be 
taught  the  law  of  high  treason:  by  thv^  I;^,Ju8- 
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tSoe  Clerk  of  Edinburgh,  and  that  there  should  be  a 
SOTt  of  rehearsal  to  teach  the  people  of  England 
to  administer  English  laws ;  for,  after  all  this  ex- 
pense and  preparation,  no  man  was  put  upon  his 
trial,  nor.  even  arraigned  under  the  special  commis- 
sion in  Scotland,  but  these  two  men  ;  one  for  read- 
ing this  paper,  and  the  other  for  not  dissenting 
from  it  when  it  was  read ;  and,  with  regard  to  this 
last  unfortunate  person,  the  Crown  thought  it  in- 
tkcent,  as  it  would  indeed  have  been'  indecent  and 
'scandalous,  to  execute  the  law  upon  him;  as  a  gen- 
tleman upon  his  Jury  said,  he  would  die  rather  than 
convict  Downie  without  a  recommendation  of  mercy, 
and   he   was  only   brought  over   to  join    in  the 
verdict,  under  the  idea  that  he  would  not  be  exe- 
ottted,  and,  accordingly,  he  has  not  suffered  execu- 
tion^    If  Downie,   then,  was  an  object  of  mercy, 
or  rather  of  justice,  though  he  was  in  the  very  room 
with  Watt,  and  heard  distinctly  the  proposition,  upon 
what  possible  ground  can  they  demand  the  life  of 
•the  PriiBoner  at  the  bar,  on  account  of  a  connexion 
"with   the  very  same  individual,    though    he    never 
.  corresponded  mth  him,  nor  saw  him,  nor  heard  of  him, 
^^to  whose  v0y  being  he  was  an  utter  stranger  ? 

Genilefifien,  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  know 
what  inrtipresston  this  observation  makes  upon  you, 
or  upon  the  Court;  but  I  declare  I  am  deeply  im- 
pressed with  the  application  of  it.— How  is  a  man 
to  defend  himself  against  such  implications  of  guTtt  ? 
— ^Which  of  us  all  would  be  safe^  standing  at  the 
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l^rofl^iEiSxpr  man,  if  he  were  evfsn  to  answet*  ibr 
ilU  his'6^n  expressidns^  without  taking  apon  him' 
ilie  criiDeaor  taihoieiises  of  others^    This  poor  tnati:  ;- 
has,  iadeed,  oone  of  bis  own  to  answer  for:  yet  ; 
bpw  ipfli  he  stand  safely  in  jinlgcnddt  befoni'^^^ 
in  a  se«96n  of  alarm  and  agitation,  with  (Kd^^oter 
pressure  of  Government  upon  him,  y6ur^[n4Bfi9^ra':;l 
to  be  distracted  with  criminating  niate<$aisf'ibr^ 
from  sa  many  quarters,    and  of  an  ^^tetft'^hich 
mocks  all    power  of  discrimination  ?-4tI  Wrt  Vc^^ 
scious  tliat  I  have  not  adverted  totte  thousijiildtbpait   , 
of  them;    yet  I   am  sinking  under  fetigue   and 
weakness.-^I  am  at  this  moment  scarcely  able  -  to 
stand  up  whilst  I  am  speaking  io  you,  deprived  as  I 
have  been,  for  nights  together,  ci  every  thing  that 
deserves  the  .m(me  of  rest,  repose,  or  comfort.— I 
I  therefore  hasten^  whilst  yet  I  may  be  able,  to  remind  / 

j  you  bpce  again  of  the  great  principle  into  which  all  I 

1   ; ;      bay<^  beei]i<  s^iiig  resolves  itsdf. 
.  GNentl^im^^ 

no  inol:&ih)3(n  this^  that  before  the  crime  of  com^* 

passiog'^Hfi  %mGiSpMATn  can  be  found  by  you,  the 

/<ir^,  >  whp^e:  province  it  is  to  judge  of  its  exist* 

'.".,  ence,  iti^nst.be  believed  by  you  to  have  existed  in 

point  of  faetJ-:rBef(M*e  you  can  adjudge  A  FApf ,  you 

.    wust  believe  {^•-*^not  suspi^  it««*or  imagine  it^  or  iancy 

V        it,— BUT  BEUETK  IT  ; — ^and  it  is  impossible  to  im* 

.;:      press  the  human  mind  with  such*^  reasonable  and 

certain  belief,  as  is  necessary  to  be  impressed,  be* 

fore  a  Christian  mtm  can  adjiiilge  his  neighbpur  ttf 
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it»  «8wll«ifc  poMity,  much  ttt*  «»  lite  fdnt  <&i 
4e)^>  without  having  sacAi  efidenee  «i « inmmklM 
miM  will  accept  tf,  as  the  inftUibie  tmt  «f  IMitl^ 
And  5iihat  m  that  evideme  ?->*-Nei Aw  mdra  MM:  les* 
tiiBq  Mwt  wfaidi  the  otestitatidii  hk  tdtlkkHkfiid  Wt 
tfu  Courts  for  «h^  ipenerel  adasindstrntioa  n(  jottiee; 
namdy,  diat  the  avidence  ^xmvinoct  the  Jury,  tMf<M)d 
all  r^Monable  doabt^  that  the  crittttHaliMMifoik-,  edil*' 
ftitudog  the  crime,  existed  ia  the  arind  of  1^  Mail 
upoo  trial,  aad  was  the  main  spring  of  hia  eon** 
4«mt.  The  riifea  of  evidence^  as  tbet  aw  aettted  l^ 
kwj  sMd  adopted  in  its  gnerai  admiaietraliMi  aM 
«ot  to  be  over^rukd  or  tampered  with.«->11l6y  AM 
|bap4«i  in  the  efaaritics  of  religion-^in  the  pirih>^ 
aophy  of  fiatjure^-^  tbe  trath$  of  bifitoiy^  aDdiHtM 
f  a4)erieiiw  of  commcm  li&  i  Md  whoever  ventured 
fasbly  to  depart  firom  thein^  let  fai«i  remember  that  it 
frill  tie  metei  to  him  ia  the  Mold  tnea^ore,  Md 
that  both  God  and  mm.  viidU  jod^  him  MdOrdfdgfy.- 
^-^The^e  are  ao^giimeDtff  addnMtfed  to  yocnr ,  rettsdns 
and  ^oosciences^  iiot  to  be  ihaken  m  iiprf|;h^t.  t^^mdH 
hf  any  pfeoedent,  foe  no  preeedMta  can  isnncti^ 
iBjoaiioe  ;-^if  they  oould^  every  htimen  right  wottld 
king  aga  have  been  estitict  opon  the  earth. -^If  the 
St^e  Trials  in  bad  isnnss  are  to  be  searched  for  pre^ 
oedenle^  what,  m orders  may  yott  not  eommritr*^ 
whiit  lafvr  ef  bnmanity  may  you  Aot  fratftple  iipon ; 
fv-»wbu;  mte  of  justice  may  yo»  n<5*  violafe; — and 
v^t  flDaadiD  of  wise^  policy  may  you  not  abrogate  and 
tf  nfoood ;   U  preeedeota  m  bad^  t'^tfuea  are  «a 


lolplicidy  fdknved,  why  sHrndd  «ve  ham  lieted  any 
evidence  at  all  ?     Yoq  nugfat  hav^  i9d>nTicted  without 
fliny  evidence,  fbr  isoay  hair^e  been  s^i  eonvictod,  and 
il^  thi^  jananner  murdered,  qvjCH  by  ^ot8  of  pHrlia^^ 
qieat*    If  preoedetite  in  bad  ttcnes  are  ta  be  fq/U 
lowed,  why  should  the  Lonb  and  Gonunons  htkr% 
iovacstigaitod  tbese  obarges,  and  ikie  Crown  have  put 
tiMsm   iaio    this    ^euree    of  judicial    tmal^^    since, 
witbduJb  such  a  trial,  and  even  ailer  an  aoqufMc^ 
upon  one,  they  might  hme  attainted  all  the  Prisoti- 
ors  by  act  of  Pariiafneot  ;-»^hey  dad  so  in  the  case 
of  Lord  StraiS^rd.-^Thfire  are  precedc^nts,  therefore, 
for  all  ssiah  tbinga  )m-but  such  precedent^  as  could 
not  &>r  a  tnoment  sjpirme  the  times  of  tnadness  and 
4sstraqtion,  Aufaidi  gahieithem  birtb^  but  which,  aa 
soon  as  the  spurs  of  the  occasions  were  blunted,  were 
repealed,  and  execrated  even  by  Parliaments,  which, 
little  as  I  may  think  of  the  present,  ought  not  to  be 
opmp^red  with  it :  Barliaments  sitting  in  the  dai4b-' 
nes^  of  former  times,-^th  the  night  of  A>eedem,-^ 
Ibefor^  the  principles  of  goi^pment  were  developed, 
and  befo^9  the  constitution  became  fixed. — The  Fast 
aS  these  ppegedents,  and  all  the  proceedings  upon 
h,  were  ordeved  to  b^  taken  off  the  file  and  burnt, 
to  the  inteot  d^at  the  same  might  no  longer  be  vi'* 
sible  in  after-ages ;  an  order  dictated,,  no  doubt,  by 
a  pious  tenderness  ^r  national  honour,  and  meant  a9 
a  chariiable  covering  fbr  the  crimen  of  our  ftithers.— ' 
But  it  was  a  sin  agaitist  posterity-;  it  was-  a  treadon 
against  society, — ior^  insteiad  ofcOKHiiaRdln^'^em  to 
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be  borate  tbey  should  rather  have  directed  them  to 
be  blazoned  in  large  letters  upon  the  .walls  of  our 
Courts  of  Justice,  that^  like  the  diaracters  decyphered 
by  the  prophet  of  God,  to  the  Eastern  tyrant,  they 
xnight.enlarge  and  blacken  in  your  sights^  to  terrify 
you  from  acts  of  injustice. 

In  times,  when  the  whole  habitable  earth  isin  a 
state  of  jdiange  and  fluctuation,— when  deserts  are 
starting  up  into  ctyilized  empires  around  you, — and 
when  men,  no  longer  slaves  to  the  prejudices  of  far* 
ticular  countries,  much  less  to  the  abuses  of  particu** 
lar  governments,  enlist  themselves,  like  the  citizens 
of  an  enlightened  world,  into  whatever  cooununitiea 
their  civil  liberties  may  be  best  protected ;  it  never 
can  be  for  the  advantsge  of  this  country  to  prove^ 
that  the  strict^  unextended  letter  of  her  laws,  is  no. 
security  to  its  inhabitants.--4>n  the  contrary,  when 
so  dangeipus  a  lure  is  every  where  holding  out  to 
emigration*  it  will  be  found  to  be  the  wisest  pdicy 
of  Great  Britain  to  set  up  her  happy  constitution^ — 
the  strict  letter,  of  her  guardian  laws,  and  the  proud 
condition  of  equal  freedom,  which  her  highest  and 
her  lowest  subjects  ought  alike  to  enjoy; — it  will 
be  her  wisest  policy  to  set  up  these  first  of  human 
blessings  against  those  charms  of  change  and  novelty 
which  the  varying  condilbn  of  the  world  is  hourly 
displaying,  and  which  may  deeply  aflTect  the  popula*. 
tion  and  prosperity  of  our  country, — In  times,  when 
the  subordination  to  authority  is  said  to  be  every 
where  but  too  little  felt,  it  will  be  found  to  be  the 


wisest  policjr  !of:  Giieat  Britain^  to  instil  into  the  gp^ 
Verned  aD  aimdst  soperstitiocis  reverence  for  the  8tri<:t 
Mcority  qF  the  la^ ;  whicliy  from  their  equality  ^f 
inrinciple;  beget  no  jealoiiaies^  or  discontent  ;-r-wbicht 
^m  their  «iqual  administration,  can  seldom  work 
injustice ;  and  which^  from  the  reverence  growing 
tnxt  bfih^EDJldness  and  antiquity,  acquire  a  stability 
in  the  habits  and lafiectionsjcrf!. men,  far  beyond  th6 
ibrce  of  civil  oblSgaiion : -^whereas  severe  penal tieSy 
and  arbithiiyidoiif tractions  of  laws  intended  for  se* 
•entity,  lay  this  fetodations  of  alienation  from  eveiy 
iiiinum  govtf  nmcnt,  and  have,  been  the  cause  of  all 
'dftecaUmities.tfaat  have  come,  and  are  coming  upoft 
Ahoieartb.. 

-  Gentlemen,  what  we  nfad.  of  in  books  makes  but  a 
Wnrt  inqpnMsion  upon  us,  compared  to  what  we  see 
IMBSing  under  our  eyes  in  the  living  world*— I  ce- 
jEnember  the  peofde  of  aftiodher  country,  in  tike  man«^ 
aier^  contending  for  a  renovation  of  their  constitution^ 
''gome^imes  illegally  and  turbufently,  but  still  devoted 
ijoat|:honJntcdd;K^rmyse)f  saw  the  people  of  Bra« 
tent  so '  contending  for  the  ancient  constitution  of 
4iht  good  Dnke^Biirgundy ; — how  wa&this  people 
lAealt  by  ^44AH,  who  were  onfy^  eontending  for  their 
"Own  Tiglits  and  privSlitges,'  were  supposed  to  be  of 
HSowrse  diaafiected  to  Hhe  Emperor  :-«-they  were 
Mmded  over  to  courts  cbmfeittited  for  the  emerg^acy, 
*w  this  is,  and  the  Emperoi^  marched  Iris  army 
through  the  country  till  all  was  peace  ;-^but  such 
fe«^  as  there  ii  ill  Ifesuvios^  or  JBitxi$^  the  very  mo* 
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meat  before  they  vomit  forth  thiif'.  ixn^-  and  roH 

their  conflagrations  over  the  devoted  hfabitstioos  of 

mankind : — when  the  French  approacbedy  the  h!td 

effects  were  suddenly  seen  of  a  govemmdit  of  conf 

strain  t  and  terror  ;-r^th&  well-affected  were  dispirited; 

and  the  disaftected  itvflamed  into  fory.-^At  that  ihOf- 

tnent  the  Archduchess  ^  fled  from  Brussels^  and  .the 

Sake  of  Saxe->Te8chen  (Was   sent  express  t&  offer 

the  joyeuse  entree  so  long  -petitioned  for  In  vain :  but 

-the  season  of   concession,  was-  post; — 'the  storm 

biew  from  every  quarter,  and  the:  thione '  of  Bra*« 

l>ant  departed  for  evferiroto  the  House  o£  Bpi^undju 

Crentlemen,  I  venture  to  iiffinn^.that^  wkh  otiier 

councils^  this  fatal  prelude  to  the  last  revcAiticMi  in 

that  country,  might  have  been/aveited;    if'theBm* 

peror  had  been  advised  to  tnaike  the  oonc^onsidf 

justice  and  afFqction  to  his  people,  they'  wodbi  Inv^ 

risen  in  a  mass  to  maintain  thetr  prioqe^ '  aathority; 

interwoven  with  their,  ownr  Jiberties ;  find  the^Frenol^ 

Ihe  giants  of  modern  times^  would^  Jike  tbe:giaurts 

of  antiquity,  have  been  i;raa)pled4Q:tlieiiiiiedf.Uieir 

bwo  ambition.  '  In  thet^same  mahner  ia  fac  mosk 

splea^id  and  iqiportaat.(irown  passed  ikvidyifixHip  His 

Majesty's  iUustriuus  brows<^-**i«Tiifi i^^knAut^oi^ 

ira*  AiMSRicA* — ^Thmpeople  of!  thaJ^  country  toD»'  for 

a  long  vseiison,  contended,  ais  subjects^  aad  often  witb  \ 

jrregularity  and  turbulence^  for  what  they  .felt  to  bb 

thdrrighti:  and^ .  O  Gentlemai  1  that  the  insparin|^    * 

And  immortal  doquenoe' of  ibat  tnanv  whose  namei  <^ 

have,ao\oftm  ineationed>Hhad.lheti  fceea  beard  wkjfi 


^fftctWwhitt  was  hislatiguage  to  this  country  when 
besought  to  lay  burdens  on  America,— not  to  sup-  - 
fott  the  dignfity  of  the  Cfown,  or  for  the  increase  of 
national  revenue,  but  to  raise  a  fund  for  the  purpose 
of  corruptkm  ;-^a  futid  for  iqatntainhig  those  tribes 
irf  hireling  ekipgacks,  whidi  Mr.  Tooke.so  welt 
contrasted  with  the  heredi&ry  nobility  of  England ! 
*— Though  America  would  not  bear  this  imposition^ 
she  would  have  borne  any  useful  or  constitutional  ' 
burden  to  support  the  parent  state.-—"  For  that  ser-» 
f^  vice,  for  all  service,"  said  Mr.  Burke,  **  whether 
^  of  revenue,  trade,  or  empire,  my  trust  is  in  her 
**  interest >  in  the  British  constitution.  My  hold  of 
^^  the  colonies  is.  in  the  close  afll^tion  which  grows 
^^  from  common  names,  from  kindred  blood,  from 
**  similar  privileges,  and  equal  protection.  These 
^'  are  ties  which,  though  light  as  air^  are  as  strong 
y*  as  links  of  iron.  Let  the  colonies' always  keep  the 
*•  idea  of  their  civil  rights  associated  with  your  go- 
**  vernnlent,  they  will  cling  and  grapple  to  you,  and 
*^  no  force  under  heaven  will  be  of  power  to  tear 
f^  them  from  their  allegiance.  But  let  it  be  oncfe 
^^  understood,  that  your  government  may  be  one 
"  thing,' and  their  privileges  another;  that  these  two 
V- things  may  exist  without  any  mutual  relation; 
'*  the  cement  is  gone;  the  cohesiqn  is  looseoed  ; 
*^  and  every  thing  hastehs  to  decay  and  dissolution. 
^  As  long  as  -you  have  the  wisdom  to  keep  the  so- 
•*  vereign  authority  of  this  country  as  the  sanctuary 
*^  of  liberty,  the  sacred  temple  consecrated'  to-our 
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^^  dbtnmtm  fiiUh/  wherever  ^dhoMii  race  and  wn* 
^*  of  England  worship  freedom,  tliey  wilt  tprn  their 
«'  6oea  toward  ypu.  T*ie.  oiorB  they  PMiitiply,  thci 
♦'  more  friends  you  will  h*ire;  the  more  ardeptly  thef 
f  *  love  liberty!  the  more  perleirt  wilt  he  their  obedience* 
^^  Slavery  they  can  hav6  aiay  where.  It  19  a  weed 
V  thdt  grows  in  every  soil.  They  may  have  it  from 
'^  i^in,  they  may  have  it  lirom  Prussia;  Bat  until 
'*  yoii  become  lost  to  all  feeling  of  your  true  interest 
**  and  your  natural  dignity,  freedom  they  can  have 
^*  from  none  but  you.  This  is  the  commodity  of 
*^  price,  of  which  you  have  the  monopoly.  This  is 
f  *  the  true  act  of  navigation,  which  binds  to  you  the 
'^  commerce  of  the  colonies,  and  through  them  se^ 
cures  to  you  the  wealth  of  the  world.  Is  it  nol 
the  same  virtue  which  does  every  thing  for  us  here 
in  England  ?  Dp  yot)  imagine  then,  that  it.  is 
'*  the  land-tax  act  which  raises  your  revenue  ?  that 
^^  it  is  the  annual  vote  in  the  Committee  of  Supply^ 
*^  which  gives  you  your  army?  or  that  it  is  the  Mo<» 
**  tiny  Bill  which  inspires  it  with  bravery  and  diacU 
f  ^  pline  I  No !  surely  no  1  It  iB  the  love  pf  the  peoj^le i 
^' it  is  their  attachment  to  their  g^vei^ment,  froai 
**  the  senf  e  of  the  deep  stake  they  have  in  sQch  -A 
*'  gloriot^  institution,  which  gives  you  your  army 
*'  and  youf  navy,  and  infuses  into  both  that  liberal 
^^  obedience^  without  which  yo^r  army  wpuld  be  a 
'^  base  rabble^  and  your  navy  nothing  but  rpttea 
"timber.'* 
Gentlemen^  to  conclude— -My  fervent  wish  is^  that 
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.#6  ihay  not  oot^ure  up  a^nplrit  to  destroy  ouftelves^ 
lior  set  the  examine  ha^d  of  what  in  another  country 
1M  depiore.*-^Let  ttsohertsh  the  old  and  venerable* 
]li#s  of  our  fore(athers»<^Iiet  our  judicial  administra^ 
tixm  be  strict  and  pure ;  and  let  the  Jury  of  the  land 
preserve  the  life  of  a  fellow  subject,  who  only  asks  it 
fix>m  them  upon  the  same  terms  under  which  the/- 
jidd  their.own  lives,  and  aK  thut  is  dear  to  them  and 
posterity  for  ever.-~Let  me  repeat  the  wish 
which  I  b^n  my  address  tb  you,  and  which 
prooeeds  from  the  very  bottom  of  my  heart  ;---Hnay 
it  please  God,  who  is  the  Author  iif  all  mercies  ta 
Bfmnkindy  whose  providenee^  I  am  persuaded,  guides 
and  superintends  the  transactions  of  the  world,  and 
whose  guardian  spirit  has  ibr  ever  hovered  over  this 
prosperous  irfand^  to  direct  and  fortify  your  judg« 
ments«.  I  am  aware  I  have  not  acquitted  myself  ta 
the  unfortunate  man^  who  has  put  his  trust  in  me, 
in  the  manner  I  could  have  wished;^— yet  I  am  un« 
able  to  proceed  any  further ;  exhausted  in  spirit  and 
in  strength,  but  confident  in  the  expectation  of  juS4» 
tice»— There  is  one  thing  more^  however,  that  (if  J 
can)  I  must  state  to  you,  namely,  that  I  will  show, 
by  as  many  witnesses,  as  it  may  be  found  necessaiy 
pr  convenient  fpr  you  to  he^  upon  (he  subject,  that 
the  views  of  the  Societies  were  what  I  have  allege^ 
them  to  be;*— -that  whatever  irregularities  or  indis*» 
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cretions  they  might  have  committed,,  their  purpose^ 
were  honest ; — and  that  Mr.  Hardy^s,  above  all  other 
tnen^  can  be  established  t9  have  been  to,    I  have. 


indeed^  ah  Honourable  Gentleoian  (Mr.  Francis  *) 
in  my  eye^  at  this  moment^  to  be  eaUed  hereafter  ai 
a.  witness,  'who  being  desirous  in  his  plaoe,  as  r 
member  of  Parliament^  .to  promote  an  inquiry  int 
the  seditious  ptacticq^  oomplaiaed  of,  Mr.^'Hardj 
qffered  himsdf  voluntarily  to  come  forwardi  profi^reii 
a  sight  of  air  the  papers,  which  wtre  afterwards 
Sjeised  in  his  custody,  atid  teaderot  ev6r\^  possifab 
assistance  togive  satisfaction  to  the  laws  of  liis  couc- 
tiy,  if  found  to  he  offended.    I  wiH  allow  likewis- 
his  character  to  be  religious,  temj^ate,  hanume, 
.and  moderate^  and  his  unilbrm  conduct  all  that-  can 
belong  to  a  good  subject,  und  an  honest  man.— ^ 
When youhave  heard  lUis  evidence,  it  will,  beyond 
^1  doubt,  confirm  you  in  coitiing  to  the  conclasion 
whicl),  at  such  great  length  (for  which  Tentreat  your 
pardon)^  J  have  been  endeavouring  to  support. 


•  So  strongly  prepossessed  were  the  multitude  in 
favour  of  the  innocence  of  the  Prisoner,  that  when 
Mr.  Erskine  had  finished  his  speech,  an  irresistible 
acclamation  pervaded  the  Court,  and  to  an  immense 
distance  round.  The  streets  were  seemingly  filled 
with  the  whole  of  the  inhabitants  of  London,  and 
the  passages  were  so  thronged  that  it  was  impossible 
for  the  Judges  to  get  to  their  carriages.  Mr. 
Erskine  wdit  out  and  addressed  the  multitude,  de. 
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